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Columbus First United Methodist Church & Outreach Center 
“Return to Church” Update, June 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

First of all, thank you again for your patience, perseverance, and most importantly your prayers 
during these past several months of sheltering in place and social spaciousness. We know it has 

been a time of uncertainty, concern, and increased stress for everyone. Many of you are anxious for a return to 
worshiping together again and we are too but want to make sure we can do so safely and effectively.  
 
During the May Church Council meeting, a Task Force was selected to develop a plan for our return to more 
regular use of our two buildings.  Members of the group include Sandy Fricke, Justin King, Gordon Kosch, Tim 
Owens, and Rev. Cindi Stewart. We expect to involve others within the Church in reviewing and contributing to 
the plan, as appropriate.  As we develop our plan, we will be informed by guidelines from our Bishop and Great 
Plains Conference, the CDC, our Governor and Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services, East-Central 
District Health Department, and local health care professionals. We are also interested in your desires, as well 
as your concerns about returning to in-person worship and small-group gatherings, so be looking for a survey 
from the church in the near future and return it as soon as you can. 
 

Although there are still many details to be worked out, we anticipate the plan will involve several phases, with 
Phase One focused on staff returning to the Church Office, and the Task Force making preparations to return to 
the Church.  Phase Two involves returning to on-site worship & gatherings for those who are ready to come 
back.  Phase Three includes our eventual return to a regular schedule of worship, gatherings & programs.  At 
this point, we can’t say exactly when we will be ready to return to the Church building, yet a general timeline 
for the three phases might look like the following: 
 

 Phase One:  June – July 

 Phase Two:  July – September 

 Phase Three:  September - December   
 

In terms of Phase One, as staff is transitioning back from working remotely, the buildings will continue to be 
locked with limited access, so please remember to contact staff in advance with your requests, so arrangements 
can be made to get you what you need. We will also continue to have periodic “Shop By the Church” events so 
that church members may purchase Scrip gift cards, share offerings and conduct additional church business.   
  
We don’t have all the answers at this point, however, we do commit to share with you as much information as 
we can, as often as we can.  Please fill out the “Return to Church” Survey located on our Church’s website home 
page, www.columbusfumc.com, which will help us in our endeavors.   
 
Grace and Peace,   
 
“Return to Church” Task Force:   
               
Tim Owens             Justin King              Sandy Fricke             Gordon Kosch             Rev. Cindi Stewart        

http://www.columbusfumc.com/

