
Faith Testimony by Chuck Athey 
 

There are times when God is very active in our lives.  We may not be aware of it until we look back and 

realize what had happened.  This is one of those times.  In 1950 I had very special moments.  Actually it 

started in 1949.  I had an uncle who was a wheat farmer near Big Springs, NE, that took me on his crew to 

harvest wheat in Oklahoma and Kansas.  I was one of his truck drivers.  We started near Enid and then 

moved on to Johnson, KS.  When we finished that farm, we went back to NE to harvest his wheat. 

  

His family belonged to the Assembly of God Church.  Daily prayers were very important to them.  It also 

became a very important part of my day, too.  When we harvested the first load of wheat, we took it to town 

and the check was made out to the Church.  I did not think too much about that until two days later a cloud 

came up and we headed for the house as hail bounced off the truck.  It quit shortly in our area but we could 

see that south of us it was more.  Many farmers were completely hailed out.  “The first belongs to God.” 

  

After we finished harvesting his wheat, I headed for home at Tekamah.  I had a younger sister who had a 

close friend, Lois Snow.  They were in the same grade in school and they visited each other frequently.  She 

was there shortly after I got home.  So I asked her to go to the Burt County  Fair with me.  That was our 

first date.  She had an older brother who lived in Lincoln.  We were soon sending letters and seeing each 

other.  In April of 1950 I asked her to marry me and she said yes. 

  

I graduated from UNL .  I applied to teach Vocational Agriculture at Fairbury High School and was 

accepted.  But now I needed a car.  Since I had worked my way through college, I had no money.  I went 

to First National Bank, Tekamah, to see Mr. Stout about a loan to buy a cheap used car.  After visiting with 

him about the teacher contract, he said a used car might break down and put me in a real problem.  He then 

said, “I have never done this before and may never do it again.  But I want you to go down to the Ford 

garage and find out what a new car would cost and then come back to me.”  He then loaned me the full 

price of the car, one year’s insurance, and the cost of the license.  UNBELIEVABLE.  

  

So in the Spring of 1950, I got a fiancée, graduated from college, got a teaching job, and  a new car with a 

100% loan. 

  

ONLY GOD COULD MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

  

There are two foot notes:  I was called up in the draft in August but since I had a contract to teach, they 

deferred me till the next summer.  Lois and I decided to get married in October 1950, so we would have 

some time together before I went to the Army.  It has lasted 71+ years. 

  

Also after being in the Army, I taught four years at Pierce.  We always had time at Christmas and would go 

visit our folks.  I always stopped to see Mr. Stout.  I had told him that I was thinking of quit teaching.  A 

man from Tekamah was the farm representative at First National  Bank in Columbus.  He had quit and Mr. 

Stout called Mr. Peck in Columbus and told him he had the person to fill the position and Mr. Peck wanted 

me to call him.  So I called and was hired.  Otherwise  I probably would not be here today.     

  

 


