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Dear Friends, 

We hope this finds you well as you get ready to celebrate Christmas with your friends and 
loved ones. We wanted to get this final update for 2019 out to you to recap the events of the 
past few months and thank you for your partnership in our ministry.  

In October, we welcomed four visitors from 
Kaimuki Christian Church in Hawaii. We took 
David and Marsha Van Wagenan, Linda Mitsuda 
and April Kim to the LBI campus where they got to 
meet many of our Lisu pastors who serve in 
various villages near and far. David preached and 
the others shared through testimony and song. 
Our Lisu pastors enjoyed this very much and they 
look forward to seeing more visitors from the 
States. 

In our July report, we wrote to you about a rat plague which devastated all the crops in the Adung 
Long area where China, Burma and Tibet meet. IDES and concerned individuals and churches 
sent relief funds to ACM for those impacted by the plague. In October, Ati made the long journey 
to this area to coordinate and oversee the distribution of the rice and salt made possible with the 
funds. She first purchased the relief supplies in Myitkyina the capitol of Kachin State in northern 
Burma (Myanmar). Large lorry trucks were loaded with the huge bags of rice and provisions and 
sent ahead of her on the 11 day journey to the village of Bang Nam Dum which would serve as 
the distribution center. Villagers would have to walk 6-8 days from their respective villages to 
receive their share of rice and salt and carry it back to their families on foot.  

Early morning on November 11, I (Ati) left Putao for Bang Nam Dum with two assistants. When 
we got to Goleg village, I was shocked to see all the supplies were still there when they should 
have already arrived at the distribution site of Bang Nam Dum! The drivers told me they could not 
go any further because of the heavy rains and landslides along the way. They were very worried 
that they would not be able to make it to the final destination. Of the 980 bags of rice, only 64 
bags had been able to make it and the rest was still sitting in Goleg. We were at a loss to know 
what to do next and even discussed returning to Putao. So we prayed…a lot. By faith, we decided 
to continue on the potentially dangerous roads to Bang Nam Dum.  



The large lorry trucks can transport the loads only half way so we hired smaller trucks for the 
remaining distance. We kept praying for God to stop the rain and to protect us as many parts of 
the road were almost impassable because of the mudslides. Our drivers were very nervous and 
concerned we would not be able to make it to the final destination where the rice and salt 
would be stored and distributed. We finally arrived in Bang Nam Dum after a harrowing 15 
hour slog over the slippery, deeply rutted mountainous switchback roads. The church leaders 
were very relieved to see us arrive as they had been praying for the weather and our safety. 
Together, we continued to pray for the rains to stop so we could distribute the rice in a timely 
manner to the villagers who would be walking to Bang Nam Dum. Praise God, the next day, the 
rain stopped and the sun came out! 

Long distance communication in this remote area is very challenging and only possible with the 
use of a walkie talkie type of system. The day after we arrived, our team leader was able to 
contact the people back in Goleg to tell them the rain had stopped and they should go ahead 
and come. With their trucks loaded down with the bags of rice and salt, our brave drivers 
navigated the treacherous roads from early morning till 10:00 at night for four days straight 
until they made it to Bang Nam Dum 4 days after my assistants and I arrived. 

Since we had sent our word weeks earlier of when we would arrive with the relief aid, we 
immediately began setting up for the distribution. Over 1300 villagers from 13 different 
villages received rice and salt. The old and sick could not make it so young people volunteered 
to carry their rice for them. Several village elders told me about 10 crippled people who could 
not come, so we made provision for their share and left some money for them. I asked the 
elders to be sure and tell them that this was a Christmas gift from Christians in America. They 
were so pleased and said this was the first time they ever received Christmas presents. 

There were 30 families from 13 villages where were on the brink of starvation. When we gave 
them the rice, they said it was just like Jesus feeding the hungry in the gospel stories. “The 
love of Jesus reached us in the form of rice!” they exclaimed. 

Christians in this area usually celebrate Christmas with a convention where villages get 
together to celebrate the birth of our Lord. This year, they thought they would not be able to 
have a convention because they did not have any rice to eat. Because of our rice donations, 
over 1100 villagers will get to celebrate Christmas together. They were so grateful. 



The Tibetans in this area are usually too proud to 
ask for or receive aid or assistance. The fact that 
many came to receive rice was evidence of how 
desperate they were. One Tibetan man told us 
there were two kinds of bugs and rats that 
destroyed their crops. They thanked us repeatedly 
for the rice and said it is usually a 6 day walk from 
their village but when they heard about the rice, 
they ran and made it in 3 days! 

This man from Dazung village was so thrilled to 
receive his rice. He told us, “My wife just 
delivered a baby and both she and the baby are 
not well. We had no rice to eat and my wife was 
not producing enough milk for the baby. When 
they told us there was rice coming, I was so 
excited, I could not sleep that night. It usually 
takes 5 days to walk from my village, but I made 
it in 3 days and I did not even feel tired because I 
was so happy to get rice for my family! Thank 
you so much for helping us!” 

There are several government primary schools in the 
area and the teachers were equally hard up and they 
were also very grateful to receive some rice too. 
Teacher Maung Cho from Mading village said, “Most 
of the villagers where I live could not come because 
they are too sick or too old to walk this far so I came 
to get the rice for them. I told him there is a bag of 
rice reserved for him as well. His face lit up with a big 
smile and he kept thanking me over and over again. 
He worked so hard to make sure every hungry person 
in his village got his share of the distribution. I really 
appreciated his thoughtfulness and extra effort on 
behalf of the weak and sick. 

An old Rawang man told me, “I have lived under 
6 different government administrations. No 
government ever came to help us like this. 
Please tell the American Christians ‘thank you’ 
for their kindness and generosity. May God’s 
blessing be multiplied on our American 
Christian brothers and sisters.” 



	

On behalf of the villagers in this harsh and remote corner of the world, are extremely 
grateful to IDES and other concerned churches and individuals for their generous 
contribution for this relief. God’s love was demonstrated in a very tangible way not only to 
our fellow Christians but also to the non-believers in Adung Long. You have been a conduit 
of God’s love and blessing in such a time of need. We believe this will provide a window of 
opportunity to share the Gospel message especially to the Tibetans who have historically 
been very difficult to reach. Thank you for your generosity and good will toward people you 
do not even know! 

 

With Christmas right around the corner, we send you our sincere Christmas greetings and 
ask God to help all of us usher in the new year with thankful hearts. 

 

Together in His Service, 

Jesse and Ati Yangmi 

The remaining rice will be stored in 
Bang Nam Dum until it will all be 
distributed by February of 2020. 
The villagers will need to make 
several trips for their allotted share 
as they can only carry about 70 lbs 
each time.  
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