




Family Memory Verse: 

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born,  
    to us a son is given;  

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  
    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
    Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 
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In the beginning, God had a plan… 

Week 1 
1. Creation/Sin 
2. Noah 
3. Abraham and his descendants 
4. Moses 
5. Joshua 

Week 2 
1. Ruth 
2. Samuel 
3. David 
4. The Prophets 
5. Nehemiah 

Week 3 
1. John the Baptist 
2. Jesus 
3. The Early Church 
4. Paul 
5. Jesus’ Return 

Each devotional includes “Setting the Table” (attention getter), “Digging 
In” (devotion), “Second Helping” (for teens and adults), and 
“Dessert” (missional living idea). The dessert portion includes one of  the 
following categories each day:  pray, prepare, plan, perform, and participate. 

You may also choose to memorize the family memory verse together 
throughout the three weeks of  this advent. 



Introduction 
“God wrote, ‘I love you’ – He wrote it in the sky, and on the earth, and 
under the sea. He wrote His message everywhere! Because God created 
everything in His world to reflect Him like a mirror – to show us what He is 
like, to help us know Him, to make our hearts sing. 

The way a kitten chases her tail. The way red poppies grow wild. The way a 
dolphin swims. 

And God put it into words, too, and wrote it in a book called “the Bible.” 

Now, some people think the Bible is a book of  rules, telling you what you 
should and shouldn’t do. The Bible certainly does have some rules in it. 
They show you how life works best. But the Bible isn’t mainly about you and 
what you should be doing. It’s about God and what He has done.   

Other people think the Bible is a book of  heroes, showing you people you 
should copy. The Bible does have some heroes in it, but (as you’ll soon find 
out) most of  the people in the Bible aren’t heroes at all. They make some big 
mistakes (sometimes on purpose). They get afraid and run away. At times 
they are downright mean. 

No, the Bible isn’t a book of  rules, or a book of  heroes. The Bible is most of  
all a Story. It’s an adventure story about a young Hero who comes from a far 
country to win back his lost treasure. It’s a love story about a brave Prince 
who leaves his palace, his throne – everything - to rescue the one He loves. 
It’s like the most wonderful of  fairy tales that has come true in real life! 

You see, the best thing about this Story is – it’s true.   

There are many stories in the Bible, but all the stories are telling one Big 
Story: The Story of  how God loves his children and comes to rescue them. 

It takes the whole Bible to tell this Story. And at the center of  the Story, there 
is a baby. Every Story in the Bible whispers His name. He is like the missing 
piece in a puzzle – the piece that makes all the other pieces fit together, and 
suddenly you can see a beautiful picture.   

And this is no ordinary baby. This is the Child upon whom everything would 
depend. This is the Child who would one day – but wait.  Our story starts 
where all good stories start. Right at the very beginning…” 

Excerpt taken from The Jesus Storybook Bible pp. 12-17 
Lloyd-Jones, Sally. Jesus Storybook Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007. Print. 



Setting the table… 

Look at our Christmas tree. Let’s allow the tree in our home to remind us of  
2 very special trees. These trees don't have ornaments on them, but instead 
they have fruit – and one has 12 different kinds! Pass around a Christmas 
ornament and have each person tell what his or her favorite fruit is.   

Digging in… 

In the beginning was the Word. “The Word” 
refers to Jesus (John 1:14). Jesus was present at 
the beginning with God. In fact, He was 
involved in Creation (John 1:3). 

They created all the original kinds of  plants 
and animals, the whole universe—the sun, 
moon, and stars—and a man and woman named 
Adam and Eve. Everything was perfect, and God called all that He 
created “very good” (Genesis 1:31, Deuteronomy 32:4).  

God planted a garden for the man and woman to live in. In that garden, “… 
God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food” (Genesis 2:9, ESV). There were two special trees God caused to grow 
in the garden. Do you know what they were called? (The Tree of  Life and 
The Tree of  the Knowledge of  Good and Evil). God told Adam and Eve 
that they could eat from, “every tree of  the garden, but of  the Tree of  the 
Knowledge of  Good and Evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of  
it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17, ESV)  

Which tree did God say not to eat from? (The Tree of  Knowledge of  Good 
and Evil)   

There was nothing magical about that tree. But, God had told Adam and 
Eve not to eat from it. Do you know what they did? They disobeyed God 
and ate the fruit. When we disobey God we call that sin and the payment of  sin is 
death. After sinning, Adam and Eve were punished by God and could no 
longer live eternally in fellowship with Him in His beautiful garden. In fact, 
He placed an angel with a flaming sword at the entrance of  the garden to 
guard it and to guard the way to the Tree of  Life. 

But the story doesn’t end there! Let’s flip to the end of  the Bible to see how 
the story turns out. 

Revelation 22:14 says, “Blessed are those who wash their robes, (a symbol of  
our sins being washed clean by Jesus perfect sacrifice) so that they may have the right 

Creation Week 1, Day 1

Christ Connection: 
Jesus (The Word), God 

the Father, and the Spirit 
were at creation. 



to the Tree of  Life (a symbol of  both eternal life and continual blessing) and that 
they may enter the city by the gates” (ESV). Isn’t God’s plan amazing! We  
can live forever in fellowship with God because our sins can be “washed 
clean” by Jesus perfect sacrifice. This time, the garden will be in the new 
Heaven and the new Earth (Rev. 22:14) and the Tree of  Life will be there, 
bearing 12 kinds of  fruits-a different kind each month! (Rev. 22:2). God’s 
people will live forever in fellowship with God, just like Adam and Eve did in 
the garden of  Eden!  

But let’s go through more of  the story tomorrow, so we can better 
understand God’s beautiful plan and why Christmas is such a joyous 
celebration. 

Second helping… (for parent and teens) 

• Read Genesis 1 

• Read John 1:1-18 and make a list of  everything John says about 
Jesus.   

- Example: John 1:1 “in the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God”  

✓ Jesus was there in the beginning 

✓ Jesus was with God  

✓ Jesus is God 

- Keep going through all 18 verses and see how many things 
John says about Jesus.  

• Praise God for being so involved in creating and recreating you.   

Dessert…  (missional living) 

Pray - As a family, pray together and ask the Lord for guidance in being 
missional this Christmas. (“Let each of  you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interest of  others.” Phil. 2:4). Check out the 
Christian Ministry Opportunities in the appendix and start planning 
which ministry you will help this Christmas. 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

God had a plan from the very beginning! Even then, He knew that He 
would save people from their sins and bring them back into perfect 

fellowship with Himself.



Setting the table… 

Pose a question: What does it mean to make a promise? (Allow the children 
time to brainstorm about what it means to make a promise).  Have they ever 
made one?   Has anyone ever made one to them?   Have they ever broken a 
promise?  Has anyone ever broken a promise to them?  How does that make 
them feel?   Reinforce that God made a covenant, which means a promise, 
and He doesn't break His promises. 

Digging in… 

After God created Adam and Eve, 
time passed and there were many 
more people on the earth.  Almost 
everyone had forgotten about God 
and did evil things. However, there 
was one man whom the Bible 
describes as “righteous…blameless 
in his generation…[who] walked 
with God” (Genesis 6:9). His name 
was Noah. He wasn’t perfect. He was 
human. But, he believed in God as Creator, Sovereign, and the 
only Savior from sin.  He found grace and favor because he humbled 
himself  before God and obeyed Him. Read Genesis 6:8 

God saw how wicked people had become and that their thoughts were 
continually evil. The people would not repent or turn away from their sins.  
That made God very sad. God decided to judge/punish the people by 
sending a great flood.   

But, God instructed Noah to build an ark – a big boat with many rooms.  
Can you imagine what Noah must have been thinking when God asked him 
to build a huge boat? The wicked people of  his day must have made fun of  
him.  Yet, Noah continued day in and day out to build that ark. He 
determined every day to get up, pick up that hammer, and obey God.   

When the time for the flood came, just as God had said, Noah, his wife, his 
sons, and his sons’ wives all went inside the ark.  God also sent pairs of  
animals into the ark (Genesis 7:9). Once they were all safe inside, God shut 
the door to the ark (Genesis 7:16). The earth flooded, but God saved Noah 
and his family from it.   

God made a covenant (promise) with man (Genesis  9:11). He promised 
there would never be another worldwide flood to destroy the earth. And, as a 

Noah Week 1, Day 2

Christ Connection: 
God made a way to save Noah and his 
family during the flood.  Even then, He 

had a plan of redemption. He would 
save people from their sins by sending 

Jesus!  



sign of  His promise, God put a rainbow in the sky. To this day, when we see 
a rainbows, we can remember that God will always keep His promise. Have 
you ever seen a rainbow? Isn’t is wonderful how God provided a way for 
Noah and his family to be saved? Because they were saved, we are here! 

Second helping…  

• Read Genesis 6-9 & make and list of  all the ways God helped Noah 
and his family.   

• Praise God for keeping His promises and providing Jesus to save you 
from God’s judgment.   

Dessert…  

Prepare -  There are local organizations that collect toys and presents for 
those in need. Research local opportunities to help those in need and talk 
briefly about how a toy/present would bring cheer to a person in need. Talk 
as a family about what a good toy to donate might be and discuss why we 
are to serve those who are in need. (“…remember the words of  the Lord 
Jesus, how He himself  said ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” - Acts 
20:35) 

"   Noah’s son, Shem, was in Jesus’ family tree! 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

Every day, we have a choice to obey God - even when others criticize us.  If  
God is asking you to take a risk, there may be feelings of  fear or doubt.  

But, if  He has told you to take a risk, He will fulfill His word.



Setting the table… 

Play a game of  “Old Maid.”  The object of  the game is to avoid winding up 
with the Old Maid card. That reminds me of  a story about another 
seemingly unwanted woman. 

Digging in… 

After the flood, more and more 
people were born. For a while, 
they remembered God and the 
great flood He had sent.  They 
t o l d t h e i r ch i l d re n a n d 
grandchildren who told their 
children and grandchildren.   

But, as time passed, the people 
forgot about God. They forgot 
how important it is to listen to 
Him.   

Once again, God looked for a man who was still faithful to Him.  One of  
Noah’s three sons, Shem, had a great, great, great, great, great, great, great, 
great, great (9 generations!) grandchild was named Abram. Abram loved 
and obeyed God.  

Abram lived in a city called Haran.  One day he heard God’s voice telling 
him to “Go from your country (land) and your kindred (relatives) and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you” (Genesis 12:1, ESV).  
Abraham obeyed God. 

God made a covenant with Abram. Read Genesis 12:1-3 and Genesis 
17:1-7. Abram even received a new name. He would be called Abraham -the 
father of  many nations. Do you know the song “Father Abraham”? 

Even though Abraham and his wife Sarah were very old, they had a baby 
boy!  His name was Isaac.  Abraham loved Isaac so much.  One day, God 
asked Abraham to do something that must have seemed very strange to him.  
God told Abraham to take Isaac up to a mountain and sacrifice him. (Since 
the wage or required payment for sin is death, Romans 6:23, people in those 
days had to sacrifice an animal - not a person-to pay the wage for sin.) 

Abraham obeyed. Even though he didn’t understand, he trusted God 
completely.  Read Genesis 22:4.  How many days did it take Abraham and 
his companions to journey up the mountain? (3)  

Abraham/Isaac/Jacob/Jospeh Week 1, Day 3

Christ Connection: 
The story of Abraham, Isaac, and the ram 
God provided reminds us of another story.  
Some time later, another Son would climb 
a hill.  God’s Son, Jesus, would die on the 
cross to be a substitute sacrifice and pay 

the wage for all our sins.



When Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac, God said, “stop” (Genesis 
22:12-13).  When Abraham looked up, God had provided a substitute 
sacrifice.  Do you remember what was caught in the bushes? (a ram)  

Isaac grew up and married a woman named Rebekah. They had two 
children Esau and Jacob. (Note: Later, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel.) 
They were twin boys, but Esau was born first, so he was the oldest.  Because 
Esau was the oldest, he would be Abraham’s heir.  

However, Jacob tricked Abraham into giving him the inheritance and the 
blessing that went with his inheritance.  Esau was so mad that Jacob had to 
run away to hide from him.  He went to a place called Haran and saw a 
beautiful girl named Rachel. He wanted to marry her. But, now it was 
Jacob’s turn to be tricked.  Rachel’s father tricked Jacob into marrying Leah 
(Rachel’s older sister). But, the neat thing is that one day Leah’s great, great, 
great (many greats later)…grandchild would be Jesus! You see, Leah wasn’t 
unwanted in God’s eyes.  God had a special plan for her life just as He does 
for all people (Genesis 29:35 and Matt 1:2). 

Rachel also had children.  In all,  Jacob had 12 sons, but his favorite was 
Joseph. Joseph’s brothers were jealous of  him and actually sold him to slave 
traders for 20 pieces of  silver!  But, God had a plan. Jacob ended up in 
Egypt where he later became a ruler under Pharaoh (Genesis 41:41).  

Second Helping… 

• Read Genesis 22 & look for all the moments where Abraham would 
have had to remember God’s promise in order to act in faith.   

• Read Genesis 12 & 17 and look for the promises God gave Abraham 
that would have strengthened his faith.   

Dessert…   

Plan - Plan to call a loved one just to say, “I love you and Jesus does too.” 
You could also share with them about today’s advent lesson. 

"   Jacob’s son, Judah, was in Jesus’ family tree! 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

You are beloved, wanted, and important to God!  You can trust God 
completely!



Setting the table… 

Many times we think of  rules in a negative light.  We think of  them as a limit 
to what we are able to do.  Imagine what the world would be like if  there 
were not laws.  Can you imagine how people would act?  There would be so 
much chaos, and it would only get worse if  there were no laws to govern 
what people could and couldn’t do.  Rules are made to help us, not to hurt 
us.  That makes me think of  how God gave people rules to live by.  

Digging in… 

Yesterday, we read that Joseph went to live in Egypt and eventually became a 
ruler there. During that time, there was a famine (shortage of  food) in 
Canaan, where Joseph’s family lived. In order to find food, they had to leave 
their land and go to Egypt to find food. Because Jospeh was in charge of  all 
the food in Egypt, he was able to help his family get the food they needed. 
God saved Joseph and his family from the famine! 

Joseph and his brothers eventually died, but their children and grand-
children stayed in Egypt and became a large family.  They were known as 
the Israelites because long ago, God had changed Jacob’s name to Israel. 
(Genesis 32:28). 

At first the Egyptians welcomed them, but later, a pharaoh came to power 
who didn’t remember Joseph (Exodus 1:8). In fact, he didn’t like the 
Israelites at all!  And, he made them slaves in Egypt.  But, God had a plan.   

During this time a little baby 
named Moses was bor n. 
Because their were so many 
Israelites, Pharaoh made a 
ruling that every baby boy of  
the Israelites should be killed 
because he feared the Israelites 
would one day take over his 
kingdom. But, Moses’ mother hid 
him in a basket in the river. Then, he was found by Pharaoh's daughter. 
She took him in and raised him as a prince!  

Later, when Moses was older, God spoke to him in a unique way – from a 
burning bush!  God told Moses that he would lead the Israelites out of  
Egypt, back to Canaan – the land He had given Abraham many years 
before.  

Moses Week 1, Day 4

Christ Connection: 
One day another baby boy would be born 
– Jesus!  He would bring salvation and 

lead the way to God, Himself.



Pharaoh didn’t want to let the people go, but God made a way.  He sent 
plagues that convinced Pharaoh to let them leave.   

The Israelites were on their way back to the land God had promised, but 
they disobeyed God and had to take a detour into the wilderness for forty 
years as punishment! This was because God needed to teach them the 
importance of  faith and obedience. Do you know why those are important? 

It was during this time that God gave Moses some rules for the people to 
follow.  Those rules are known as the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) 
and showed the people of  Israel how they should live. However, as we 
continue reading God’s story, we will see that the people disobeyed God 
again…and again…and again. But God always remains faithful. 

Isn’t it amazing how God has a plan for His people and always saves them! 
He does the same for us as well. 

 Second Helping… 

• Read about the 10 commandments from Exodus 20:1-17 then read 
Exodus 32 & describe the feelings that God expressed toward His 
people when they disobeyed His commandments.   

• How did Moses speak on behalf  of  the people?  

• Praise God for Jesus who brings salvation. 

Dessert… 

Perform - Perform an act of  service (pray with a friend in need, help a 
neighbor, take canned food to a local shelter) 

  

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

I bet Joseph wondered where God was when he was being sold off  by his 
own brothers into slavery.  But, God was there.  He had a bigger plan for 

Joseph’s life.  “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy  
comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5, NKJV)



Setting the table… 

Talk about and/or teach the song “Trust and Obey” (if  you are familiar with 
it). Or, look for a good version of  the song on YouTube. The words to the 
chorus are, “Trust and obey, for there's no other way to be happy in Jesus, 
but to trust and obey.” Learning the lyrics is easy, but understanding the 
concept—obedience—is another matter entirely. Discuss times when your 
child/teen was slow to respond or even questioned your wisdom when they 
were asked to do something (“But why, Mom?”). Think of  a time when you, 
as a child or teenager questioned your parents. 

The Bible tells us, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right” 
(Eph. 6:1). If  children learn early in life to trust their parents and obey them, 
they are more likely to submit to God’s authority as teens and later as adults. 

Digging in… 

When the forty years of  wandering was coming to an end, God chose Joshua 
(whose same means, “The Lord Saves!”) to lead the people back into 
Canaan - the Promised Land (Deut. 31:7).  Before he died, Moses reminded 
Joshua and all the Israelites that they didn’t need to be afraid. God was going 
before them and would be with them (Deut. 31:8). 

The book of  Joshua begins with God telling Joshua over and over to be 
strong and courageous. You see, God was going to give the Israelites the 
Promised Land, but they had to be brave and trust Him. So, Joshua led the 
people to the edge of  the Promised Land and the first city they came to was 
Jericho. The city was protected by a large wall all the way around the city. 
How would the people enter the Promised Land? How would they get into 
Jericho with its large wall? It must have seemed impossible when they saw it, 
but remember, God had a plan and His plan is always perfect. 

So, Joshua sent two spies into the 
city to look around.  There, 
they met a woman named 
Rahab. She believed in God 
(Joshua 2:9-11) and hid the 
spies from the king of  Jericho 
when his guards were trying to 
capture them. Because of  
Rahab’s help, the spies told her 
to tie a scarlet (red) cord in her 
window so that the Israelite 
soldiers would know not to destroy 

Joshua Week 1, Day 5

Christ Connection: 
Rahab was saved by putting a red cord in 

her window.  We can be saved because 
Jesus shed his red blood on the cross to 

pay the wage for our sins. 

Rahab is also one of Jesus’ ancestors.



her or her family when they came back to take over the city. Thanks to 
Rahab, the spies escaped the city and reported back to Joshua.   

In order to enter the city, God told Joshua to do something very specific. He 
told him to have his soldiers march around the city every day for six days.  
On the seventh day, they were to march around the city seven times and 
have the priests blow trumpets made from ram’s horns.  When the Israelites 
heard the horns, they were to let out a great shout. 

When the people did exactly what God told them to do, something amazing 
happened - The walls of  Jericho fell down flat! (Joshua 6:20)   Joshua and his 
men went into the city to capture it.  And, because the scarlet cord was 
hanging from Rahab’s window, she and her family were saved. 

As we continue to read God’s story, we will see that He had a special plan to 
save us, much like he saved Rahab and her family. 

Second Helping… 

• Read Joshua 6 & Hebrews 11:30-31 & observe the faith of  Joshua, 
God’s people, and Rahab.  

• Notice that Rahab was not one of  God’s people but she was saved 
along with God’s people because of  her faith. 

• Praise God for allowing you to be grafted into His family by faith in 
Jesus.  

Dessert…  

Participate - Deliver a gift/toy to an organization that is collecting items for 
those in need. Pray together that the Lord would bless the person who 
receives your donation.  

"   Rahab was in Jesus’ family tree!  

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; He will not leave 
you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:8, ESV).



Setting the table… 

Have a scavenger hunt around your house. race to see who can gather the 
most of  the following items in just one minute (per item).  List of  items:  
socks, No. 2 pencils, pillows, stuffed animals. 

Our devotional today is about someone else who gathered something and as 
a result, she caught the eye of  someone special. 

Digging in… 

The Israelites moved into the Promised Land and some time passed.  
Unfortunately, they began to forget to follow God again. During this time, 
God raised up leaders known as judges. It was the judge’s job to listen to 
God and tell the people what God said.     

When the Israelites disobeyed God, God removed His blessings from them.  
He did this because He loved them and wanted them to do right things.  
God let the Israelites experience the consequences of  their actions so they 
would turn back to Him, much like a parent disciplines a child. 

During the time of  the judges, there was another famine (shortage of  food) 
in the land.  A man named Elimelech took his family and went to Moab.  
While there, he and his two sons died, leaving his wife, Naomi, and his two 
sons‘ wives alone. Naomi decided she would leave Moab to return to her 
homeland.  Ruth, one of  her daughter-in-laws, insisted on going with her.   

Naomi and Ruth came into 
town at the beginning of  barley 
season. Ruth began to “gleen” 
from the field of  a man named 
Boaz.  To glean is to gather the 
stalks of  grain left behind by the 
r e a p e rs. Ruth caught the 
attention of  Boaz. He was a 
relative of  Naomi’s husband, 
making him a “kinsmen-
redeemer.” During Bible times, if  
a woman became a widow, it was the 
responsibility of  the closest male relative to take care of  her.  Boaz 
was a relative, but he wasn’t the closest relative.  However, her closest relative 
didn’t want to take care Ruth because it would “impair” his inheritance.  
This means that he did not want to marry Ruth and have more children 
with her because he already had children. If  he had more with Ruth, they 

Ruth Week 2, Day 1

Christ Connection: 
A kinsmen-redeemer was a  “relative who 
restores or preserves the full community 

rights of disadvantaged family 
members” (Bible Gateway). This points us 

to our redeemer - Jesus Christ.



would get a share in all the land he already owned and he did not want to 
share his inheritance. 

So, Boaz was able to marry Ruth! 

Boaz and Ruth had a son.  His name was Obed.  He grew up and had a son 
named Jesse who grew up and had a son named David. The same David 
who would one day kill Goliath and become a king! The same David from 
whose family the Messiah, Jesus, would come to establish an eternal 
kingdom. We’ll talk more about that later, but isn’t it wonderful how God’s 
plan continues to unfold. Even when difficult things happen like being sold 
into slavery or mean pharaohs or famines, God perfect plan continues on. 

Second Helping… 

• Read Ruth 1-4 notice how Boaz rescued Ruth by being her 
redeemer. 

• Praise Jesus for being born to be our redeemer.  Jesus came here to 
exchange His own life so ours could be saved.   

Dessert…  

Pray - Together, as a family, pray for the needy in our community. Ask God 
to give you an opportunity this week to share His love with someone. (Wait 
patiently, but expectantly, for God to reveal this person to you.) 

"    Boaz was in Jesus’ family tree! 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

Ruth may seem insignificant or unimportant compared to other Bible 
characters, but the neat thing is that she was very important in God’s big 

plan.



Setting the table… 

Have everyone go and get their coat, hat, mittens, etc.  (Just be sure everyone 
has the same number of  items.)  When you say, “go,” each person should 
quickly put all the items on.  See who is the fastest.  Older siblings could be 
paired with younger children or each parent could help one child.   Today, 
we will hear about a little boy whose mother made him a new robe  (kind of  
like a coat) every year. 

Digging in… 

Long ago, there was a woman named Hannah. She prayed for a son. She 
made a promise to God that if  He gave her a son, when her son was old 
enough, she would allow him to live at the temple and serve the Lord.    

God gave Hannah a son. She named him Samuel. Hannah kept her promise 
and, when he was old enough, her son went to live at the temple and help 
Eli, the priest and judge living there. 

Samuel continued to grow up at 
the temple. One night, he 
heard someone calling him.  
He thought it was Eli, but Eli 
said it was not him. Three 
times he heard the voice and on 
the third time he realized it was 
God speaking to him. So, 
Samuel answered, “Speak for 
your Servant hears” (1 Samuel 
3:10). God had a message for 
Samuel to relay to Eli.  God said He would judge Eli’s house for the 
evil Eli knew his sons were doing. They would now feel the consequences of  
their wrong choices. 

Those consequences came. During a battle with the Philistines, four 
thousand Israelites were killed (1 Samuel 4:2). The Israelites were desperate 
so they got the Ark of  the Covenant (a special box God told them to build 
which represented His covenant with them) and brought it to the battle field 
hoping they would be protected and win the battle. But, they had actually 
turned away from God and were defeated. Many were killed that day (1 
Samuel 4:10) and the Ark was taken by the Philistines. 

But, the Philistines didn’t get off  so easily for stealing the Ark.  They placed 
it in front of  a statue of  their false god.  The next morning, when they went 

Samuel Week 2, Day 2

Christ Connection: 
God spoke to Samuel 3 times.  That 

number will become a theme as we make 
our way through the story of the Bible to 

Jesus, who arose 3 days after being 
crucified for our sins. 



to their stature, it had fallen down in front of  the Ark.  So, they set it back 
up.  The following morning, the statue had fallen down again and it’s head 
and hands had fallen off  too! (1 Sam. 5:3-4). God was showing them He is 
the one and only true God. God also struck the Philistines with tumors.   

Finally, the Philistines returned the Ark to the Israelites.  The Israelites were 
happy to have it back. They realized they needed to turn from their evil 
ways. They asked Samuel to pray and ask God to forgive them and to help 
them defeat the Philistines. 

God saw their repentant hearts and heard their prayer.  When the Philistines 
were headed their way, God caused a loud thunder, which confused the 
Philistines, and the Israelites defeated them (1 Samuel 7:10).   

Samuel became Israel’s last judge.  When Samuel grew old, the people came 
to him and asked him to give them a king like all the other nations around 
them had.  Samuel told the people that they already had a king – God.  But 
the people wanted a human king like the other nations. So God told Samuel 
to anoint Saul as king. Saul was a bad king. But, God had a plan as always. 
There would be another king…who would point us to the KING of  
KINGS,  Jesus.  

 Second Helping… 

• Read 1Samuel 4-6 & follow the Ark of  the Covenant as it was moved 
from place to place.  Make a note of  all the consequences of  
disobedience in the presence of  God.  

• Read 1Samuel 7.  What was the turning point for the people of  God.   

• Praise God for the blessings that follow turning away from sin and 
turning to Christ in repentance. 

Dessert…  

Prepare - Did you check out the Christian Ministry Opportunities in 
the appendix? If  you feel led to give/participate in a specific ministry, discuss 
how you can give as a family and prepare a plan of  action together.  

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

Sin has consequences.  God loves us too much to let us continue doing 
wrong.  He knows that “outside of  His will, we don’t get to receive His full 
blessing” (Charles Stanley).  But, His mercies are new every day.  When we 

repent, He forgives. 

Also remember, do not give up praying!  God is at work always!



Setting the table… 

Provide younger kids with balls and have them try to shoot/throw them into 
a laundry basket.  For older kids, you could give them rubber bands and see 
how many they can get in there.  

Today, we will hear about a boy who knocked down a giant with just a sling 
shot and a stone!  

Digging in… 

God chose David to be the next 
king for Israel (after Saul).  God 
is full of  surprises!  He chose a 
little shepherd boy to be a part 
of  his great, big plan!   

This reminds me of  another set of  
shepherds who will come into our story a 
bit later!… 

David lived in Bethlehem.  This was a town in the land of  Canaan that God 
had given to Abraham long, long ago. You will need to remember the name 
of  this town because you will  hear it later on in our story…   

When Samuel arrived in Bethlehem, God told him to go to Jesse’s house to 
anoint the new king. (Remember, Jesse was Boaz and Ruth’s grandson- see 
Week 2, Day 1).  Jesse had eight sons and one of  his sons would be anointed 
king by Samuel.  Jesse brought the first seven of  his sons out one by one. 
Surely the oldest, tallest, or strongest one would be king.  But, God had other 
plans. God let Samuel know that he hadn’t found the right one yet. So, 
Samuel asked Jesse if  he had any other sons.  Jesse called for his youngest 
son, David, who had been out keeping the sheep.  When David arrived, God 
let Samuel know that this was the one!  So, Samuel anointed David to be the 
next king of  Israel!   

It took some time before David would come to the throne.  In fact, first he 
had to battle a giant named Goliath.  But, God chose David to be the next 
king for good reason.  David believed that God could do anything – even use 
a little boy like him to defeat a big man like Goliath!  When everyone else 
was too afraid to face the Goliath, David ran to battle him and knocked him 
down with just a sling shot and one stone. Then, David used Goliath’s own 
sword to defeat the giant for good! (1 Sam. 17:48-51) 

David Week 2, Day 3

Christ Connection: 
It was prophesied by Micah that Jesus 

would one day be born in Bethlehem , the 
city of David (Micah 5:2).



David was brave and loved the Lord. He became a great king. God made a 
special promise to David that another king would come from his family who 
would fight the greatest battle ever known and establish an eternal 
kingdom…a kingdom that would never end. Just as David was from 
Bethlehem, this special king, the Messiah, would be born in Bethlehem. Do 
you know about a special king who was born in Bethlehem? What is His 
name? (Jesus) 

Second Helping… 

• Read 1 Samuel 16:7 and discuss. 

• Read 1 Corinthians 1:27-31, and discuss what you think it means 
and any examples of  this you remember. 

Dessert…  

Plan - Plan to leave someone a note saying, “I love you” or “I am praying for 
you” with your favorite Bible verse. (Then be in prayer for that person. You 
never know how God will use that verse to speak to them). 

"    David was in Jesus’ family tree!  

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

God is really good at using the least likely people to fulfill his purposes!   
We matter to Him! His plan is perfect! And, His story of  salvation is 

beautiful!



Setting the table… 

Have everyone give a one minute speech about a topic.  They can choose 
something they know a lot about or use one of  the suggested topics below.  
Topics:  dogs, cars, Legos, friends, a particular television show, your job, etc. 

Digging in… 

When David died, his son Solomon became the next king. God loved 
Solomon and gave him great wisdom. But, as Solomon grew older, he  
began to forget God. He even offered sacrifices to false gods and caused 
many of  the Israelites to follow his bad example.  

God chose men called prophets 
to be His spokesmen. One by 
one, the prophets talked to the 
people and tried to get them to 
tu r n back to God . T he 
prophets warned the people 
that if  they didn’t turn from 
their evil ways, other nations 
would come and conquer them.  
God had given the Israelites 
such a good land to live in. 
What a shame to see them lose it! 

But, despite the prophets’ warnings, the Israelites didn’t obey. So, God 
allowed other nations to come in. Their capital city, Jerusalem, was 
destroyed.  Many of  the people were once again taken away to be slaves, this 
time to a place called Babylon.   

Everything looked hopeless, but in God’s eyes, there was still hope.  For, even 
in Babylon, a few people remembered God and prayed to Him. 

One of  those people was a man named Daniel. He continued to pray to 
God even when the king made it against the law to pray to God. Because 
Daniel stayed faithful and prayed to God, he was thrown into a lion’s den.  
But, God protected Daniel and shut the lions’ mouths! 

There were many other prophets too.  Here’s a list of  their names:  Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi.   Do you recognize these as the names of  some of  the books of  the 
Bible? 

The Prophets Week 2, Day 4

Christ Connection: 
Together, Israel drifts away from God, 

which sets the stage for the New 
Covenant that will be ushered in with the 
person of Jesus Christ. The people are 

unfaithful, but God is faithful to keep His 
promise to send a Messiah! 



God continued to rescue His people, just as he had rescued Daniel from the 
lion. The prophets would warn the people when they turned away from 
God, but many disobeyed and did not listen to the prophets. But, praise the 
Lord, He was/is always faithful and continues to reveal His great plan to 
save the world! 

Second Helping… 

• Read some of  the major or minor prophet books of  the Old 
Testament (as listed in the Digging in section).  They are considered 
major/minor, not because they were less significant, but because of  
their lengths. The minor prophet books can be read in one sitting.   

Dessert…  

Perform - Perform an act of  kindness. (help your parents, bake cookies for a 
neighbor, pay for someone’s dinner).  

Our church is collecting canned goods for families in need. Pray about 
bringing in food for this special ministry.  This is an ongoing ministry and 
canned goods will be accepted all year long. 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

Let’s strive to finish the race better than we did when we started.  Let’s not 
be like Solomon, who began so faithfully, only to reject God at the end of  
his life.  Let’s continue to grow spiritually and love God – no matter how 

old we are!



Setting the table… 

Dump out a box of  Legos or blocks and have everyone work together to 
build something.  If  you have Minecraft, you could have everyone gather 
around the iPad or computer and help build something virtual there – such 
as a large wall like the one in our story today. 

Digging in… 

Many of  the Israelites were now slaves in Babylon, but there was a remnant 
who had escaped capture.  Nehemiah, like Daniel, had been captured and 
was serving as a cup-bearer for the king. He received word that after his 
capture, the capital city of  Jerusalem had been destroyed along with the 
great wall that had been around it.   

Nehemiah was so sad at this news. He wept and mourned for many days.  
He also fasted and prayed.  He remembered hearing something that Moses 
had said long ago (Read Nehemiah 1:8-9).  He used those scriptures as a 
part of  his prayer.  

The king and queen noticed that Nehemiah was very sad and asked him 
why. He told them all about his homeland and how the capital city had been 
destroyed.  He told them that he would like to return and rebuild it. The 
king and queen allowed him to go with their blessing.  They wrote letters to 
the other kings whose lands he would pass through on his way back home so 
they would permit him to pass.   

When Nehemiah arrived in 
Jerusalem, he saw the terrible 
mess.  What a big job this was 
going to be.  But, he knew that 
God was the one responsible 
for his being there.  He had 
caused the king and queen to 
allow him to go.  He paved the 
way for Nehemiah to go safely. 
And, He would make a way to 
rebuild the wall and the city.  
This was all part of  God’s plan 
and His plans always work out the 
way they are supposed to. 

Nehemiah Week 2, Day 5

Christ Connection: 
The Israelites are returning and it is all 

lining up perfectly with God’s plan.  Later 
we will see how the census from Caesar 
Augustus’s brings Joseph and his wife, 

Mary, to Bethlehem, where she gave birth 
to Jesus! Which is were God said the 

Messiah would be born. 



Nehemiah told the people what had happened and he told them about the 
“hand of  my God that had been upon me for good.” The Israelites replied, 
“Let us rise up and build” (Neh. 2:!8, ESV). They were able to rebuild it. 

A long time passed after the time of  the prophets and Nehemiah.  In fact, it 
seemed to the people the God was silent, but He was just allowing time for 
everything to fall into place just as He had planned all along….the perfect 
time for the long awaited to Messiah to come! 

Second Helping… 

• Read Nehemiah 1 & notice that God gave strength to His people 
when they repented and obeyed. 

• Read Nehemiah 4 & list the different jobs & strategies used to 
protect and accomplish the task.   

• How is this like the church and the way we should be working 
together  

Dessert…  

Participate - Gather your socks, winter hats & gloves, and Christmas candy 
for the children in Kids Club to be delivered to church on Sunday. Pray that 
God would bless those who receive the item(s) you donate. 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

“Let us rise up and build” (Neh. 2:18).  The people had finally come to a 
place where they were eager to obey God.  Let us be always eager to listen 

and obey as well!



Setting the table… 

Eat something unique for supper tonight. Try something your family hasn’t 
had before or maybe a new recipe for something old. Unique foods remind 
me of  a special man who ate unique things…locusts and honey! 

Digging in… 

The Messiah would be born in the very land and city God had promised.  At 
that time, the land was known as Israel.  God wanted to be sure that 
everyone would have a chance to hear this good news and it would be easier 
for the message to spread if  many people spoke the same language. Also, the 
people needed be able to travel in order to spread the news throughout the 
world. 

History was unfolding. Eventually, a city called Rome was built. Rome 
conquered and united much of  the known world (including Israel) in an 
empire described as “strong as iron” (Dan. 2:40).  The Romans spoke Greek, 
so many in the places they conquered also learned Greek as a second 
language.  In addition, Romans built many new roads for their armies,. 
Those roads connected all the people and cities within the kingdom. 

Through a series of  events and the passing of  time, a man named Octavian 
became the leader of  Rome. The Bible refers to him as Caesar Augustus 
(Luke 2:1). He tried to make taxes fair through the census, which counted 
the total population and value of  property in each province.  This was an 
important event in our story. Do you know why?  

For two centuries, it seemed the world was united and at peace.  Almost all 
of  the known world was under one government. People could travel 
throughout the empire freely without crossing through enemy country.  
Travel by land and/or sea was safer and easier than ever before.  

If  you are wondering what happened to the Israelites during this time, they 
were all scattered again. However, many of  them still gathered together 
where they read from the Old Testament manuscripts.  They read what the 
prophets had written about the 
M e s s i a h ’s c o m i n g. T h ey 
believed He would free them 
from the Romans and unite 
them in their homeland once 
again.   

Read Luke 1:16 -17. God 
planned for a special baby to be 

John the Baptist Week 3, Day 1

Christ Connection: 
John was born around the same time 

Jesus was.  He prepared people for Jesus.



born who would one day grow up and “make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared” (Luke 1:17). You see, the people who had been scattered due to 
their sin were ready for a Savior!  But, the Savior they waited for would do 
much more than deliver them from the Romans. He would deliver those 
who believe in Him from sin and even death or separation from God.   

The one who would prepare the way for the Messiah, was named John.  He 
is referred to as John the Baptist.  He was definitely a unique man.  He wore 
scratchy clothes made from camel’s hair and ate locusts and wild honey!  But 
remember, God uses all kinds of  people in His plan. One day, John would 
even baptize Jesus. 

The people were now ready to hear and receive the truth and John would be 
the one to tell them to turn away from their sins and get ready because the 
King was coming! 

Second Helping… 

• Read the story of  John the Baptist from each of  the Gospel books 

✴ Matthew 3 

✴ Mark 1:1-14 

✴ Luke 1:1-25 & :57-80 

✴ Luke 3:1-20 

✴ John 1:19-36 

• Praise God for preparing your heart so you could be ready to hear 
about Jesus and follow Him.  

Dessert…  

Pray - Pray this week for persecuted Christians. Discuss, as a family, how all 
Christians don’t have the same freedom to learn about and worship God as 
we do. These are our brothers and sisters in Christ. (“So we, though many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of  another” - 
Romans 12:5) 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

God uses all kinds of  people for His purposes.  John told others about Jesus 
coming. We should be eager to share the good news of  Jesus with everyone 

we meet as well!



Setting the table… 

Play the quiet game.  Set a timer for 1 minute and see if  everyone can be 
quiet – without making a sound or moving around.   

Digging in… 

Four hundred years! That’s how 
long it had been since God had 
spoken to the people through 
His prophets. But God was very 
active during those years of  
silence - lining everything up 
perfectly according to His plan. 

Finally, when the time was right - 
God spoke!  And just like He spoke to Elijah who was hiding in a cave, 
it wasn’t in the great and strong wind that He spoke; it wasn’t in the loud 
earthquake that He spoke; it wasn’t in the roaring fire that He spoke; 
instead, He spoke in a low whisper (1 Kings 19:9-18). It was in a cave that 
God spoke on a silent night in the city of  Bethlehem.  That is when a special 
baby was born! 

The baby was wrapped in cloth and laid in a manger (feeding trough for 
animals). Some lowly shepherds, watching their sheep in the fields, first 
heard the news.  They were told by angels.  They went to see the baby and 
then ran to tell others.  Far away, wise men who studied the stars realized 
through a special star God had placed in the sky, that the Messiah they had 
read about had been born.  They began a journey to honor Him by bring 3 
gifts – gold (a sign of  royalty), frankincense (a sign of  worship), and myrrh (a 
spice used in burial).      

The special baby born that night grew up to became a famous teacher who 
performed miracles. And, like Abraham and Isaac, climbed a hill to offer a 
special sacrifice. But this sacrifice was not an animal, but Himself. And, just 
like at His birth, there was also a cave and spices at His death. The cave was 
a tomb and the spices were to prepare His body for burial. 

But, don’t be sad! The story doesn’t end there! It was all part of  God’s plan.  
You see, that baby was Jesus – God’s son.  He preached the good news of  the 
kingdom of  God. He gave his life as a substitute sacrifice (story of  
Abraham), a kinsmen-redeemer (story of  Ruth) for all people! God made a 
way for those who believe in Him to be rescued from sin and death and to 
one day live in a beautiful promised land forever – Heaven.   

Jesus Week 3, Day 2

Christ Connection: 
Christmas is about CHRIST! When we 

gather together and give gifts, it is a time 
to celebrate the greatest GIFT of all, Jesus 

Christ the Messiah.



Do you remember the 3-day journey Abraham and Isaac took? The 3 times 
God called Samuel’s name in the night? The 3 gifts the wise men brought. 
All of  these are just little glimpses of  when the number 3 would be 
significant. 

When Jesus was crucified on the cross, the sky grew dark and remained dark 
for 3 hours (Matthew 27:45). After Jesus died, His body was wrapped in 
cloth with spices (John 19; John 19:39-40) and laid in a tomb.  A huge stone 
was rolled in front of  the entrance. But, 3 days later, something happened. 
An angel rolled back, but Jesus was not in there! 

Jesus was alive! He told His followers that God did not send Him to deliver 
them from unjust rulers, like the Romans. He had a much greater plan in 
mind.  He was born to die for the sins of  mankind. Those who turned from 
their sins and trusted in His perfect sacrifice would be forgiven (Luke 24:27)! 

Jesus returned to heaven where God lives. That’s where He is today. But 
before he left, He commanded His followers to share the GOOD NEWS 
with all the world and to go to Jerusalem to wait for a special gift. Do you 
know why we call the story/message of  Jesus “Good News”? 

Second Helping… 

• Read the story of  Jesus’ birth from the Gospels. 

o Mathew 1:18-25; Matthew 2 

o Luke 1:26-56; Luke 2:1-20 

• Read Matthew 28:18-20 and talk about Jesus command. 

Dessert…  

Prepare - Our church is collecting Koats for Kids. These coats can be gently 
used or new. If  you feel led to give, discuss how you can do this as a family 
and pray about what God would have you do. 

"    Joseph was in Jesus’ family tree!  

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

God loved us so much that He gave His one and only Son to redeem us 
from our sins! - John 3:16



Setting the table… 

Have a staring contest.  Pair up and face each other.  When you say, “go,” 
each pair should stare at each other without blinking!  Repeat, if  you want to 
find a champion.   

Digging in… 

Je s u s f o l l owe r s we n t t o 
Jerusalem to wait for the gift 
Jesus promised. One day as 
they were gathered together a 
sound like a mighty rushing 
wind filled the house and 
something like fire rested on 
them. It was then that they 
received the gift Jesus promised, 
the Holy Spirit  of  God filled 
them. It was amazing! They were 
even able to speak about God’s great 
work in foreign language that they did not know before then. And, when 
people from different countries began hearing them speak in their native 
language, they knew something amazing was happening. 

Now these followers of  Jesus were called disciples and one of  those disciples 
was named Peter.  He was quite a man – bold and fearless.  It was he who 
had the courage to step out of  the boat and walk on the water toward Jesus.  
It was he who chopped off  the ear of  the soldier who came to arrest Jesus 
before His crucifixion. So, you can imagine it must have been surprising to 
brave Peter when Jesus said one day Peter would deny Him 3 times!   

But, that’s just what happened. After Jesus was arrested, Peter followed 
behind trying to find out what was happening to Jesus.  When he feared for 
his own life after someone recognized him as a friend of  Jesus, he denied 
knowing Him.  Just then, Jesus, who was still in custody, locked eyes with 
Peter (Luke 22:61).  Peter then realized what he had done!  He felt such 
sorrow that he left and cried.  (Matthew 26:75) 

That experience changed Peter.  He was still courageous and bold, but this 
event lit a fire under Peter and never again would he deny His Lord!  In fact, 
he went about preaching and telling people about Jesus. And on the day that 
he and the other disciples received the gift of  the Holy Spirit, Peter stood up 
in front of  a crowd and told them about Jesus! About God’s great plan! 
About salvation! Resurrection! And, how they needed to turn from their sin, 

The Early Church Week 3, Day 3

Christ Connection: 
Remember 1, 2, 3 to remember the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:18-20. We 
have 1 Command - Make Disciples. 2 

Promises - Jesus authority and 
Presence. 3 Tasks - Go, Baptize, and 

Teach.   



believe in Jesus as the Lord and Messiah, be baptized in His name, and 
receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit! Guess what? On that day, 3000 people 
believed and where saved! 

A church was created in Jerusalem that day. It consisted of  all those who`1 
where followers of  Jesus. They joined together along side Peter in spreading 
the good news and “devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and prayers….and the Lord added to 
their numbers day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2: 42-47). 

God’s great plan is amazing! 

Second Helping… 

• Read Acts 1-2 and make a list of  everything that happened as a 
result of  God’s Holy Spirit presence with His people.   

• Read Matthew 1:23.  Jesus’ Name is Immanuel meaning God with 
us. Meditate on what that means. 

• Praise God for staying with us and empowering us through His Holy 
Spirit. Commit today to deny your flesh and walk in the Spirit of  
God. Pray for the Fruit of  the Holy Spirit in your life.  

Dessert…  

Plan - Plan to have a game night with your family. What a blessing our 
family is. As you laugh and enjoy time together, praise God from whom all 
blessings flow. (James 1:7) 

"    James and Jude were in Jesus’ family tree!  

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

We should be willing to boldly share the good news of  Jesus like Peter.  We 
should strive to demonstrate true faith and fight for truth.  



Setting the table… 

Have a snowball fight using crumpled white paper for the snowballs. Make 
this a fun game!  

This game reminds me of  a story when people threw things at a man named 
Stephen. However, they didn’t throw snowballs. They threw stones! 

Digging in… 

More and more people came to 
know who Jesus was and what 
He had done for them. 

One such man was Paul, but 
his story doesn’t start out as a 
happy one. In fact, he had a 
different name. He was first 
known as Saul. 

Saul was one of  the people who 
refused to believe that Jesus is 
God’s Son. In fact, he felt so 
strongly, he was part of  a great 
persecution against the early 
church. He even stood in agreement and watched as a believer named 
Stephen was stoned to death. He would enter house after house, dragging 
off  men and women who believed in Jesus and put them in prison (Acts 
8:1-3). The early church leaders began to spread out to escape persecution. 
You see, even this was part of  God’s big plan!   

When those leaders spread out, they took their knowledge of  who Jesus is 
with them! They preached everywhere and the church grew – even in the 
midst of  this terrible persecution! 

Saul was part of  God’s plan too! One day, while walking with friends on the 
road to Damascus, he saw a bright light that blinded Saul. He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice asking him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?” (Acts 9:4). It was Jesus’ voice! Jesus told him to get up and go to the 
city and there he would be told what to do.   

Meanwhile, the Lord told a follower of  Jesus named Ananias to go to a street 
named “Straight” to meet Saul. Ananias was afraid of  Saul at first.  He’d 
heard of  what Saul had been doing to people who followed Jesus. But God 
assured Ananias that he had a special plan in mind for Saul. He would be a 

Paul Week 3, Day 4

Christ Connection: 
When we are baptized, we publicly proclaim 

our faith in Christ. It illustrates our 
identification with His death, burial, and 

resurrection. We go under the water 
(death/burial to sin through faith in His 

perfect sacrifice) and are raised out of the 
water (new life and cleansing through His 

resurrection). 



“chosen instrument” to tell all people that Jesus came to save them ALL 
from their sins! When Annanias met Saul and prayed for him, he was healed 
of  his blindness. Through hearing Jesus voice, meeting Ananias, and being 
healed of  his blindness, Saul realized that Jesus truly was/is the Messiah. 
The man who used to hurt Christians, became a follower of  Jesus and began 
proclaiming Jesus to any who would listen.  

New churches were started all over the place. Saul, who was also known as 
Paul, would go and visit them and when he wasn’t able to go, he would write 
letters to teach and encourage them. Those letters are most of  our New 
Testament books of  the Bible! 

Isn’t is wonderful how God’s plan continues to unfold and people all around 
the world are being saved by the grace of  God through faith in Jesus’ perfect 
sacrifice and resurrection! 

Second Helping… 

• Read Acts 7-9 & look for all the ways Jesus is continuing to save & 
empower ordinary people. 

• Think of  several ways Jesus has showed up for you and your family  

• Praise God for being with you and leading you. Praise Him for 
caring about the little and big things in your life.  

Dessert…  

Perform - Perform an act of  giving. (pick a toy to donate to a local shelter, 
pick some clothes to donate, go online and give to your favorite charity) 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

God can forgive and use anyone – even someone like Saul/Paul.  Paul did 
know he would one day become a Bible hero! He was just writing letters. 

Live day by day to glorify God! “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of  God” (1Corinthians 10:31, ESV). 



Setting the table… 

Ask everyone what they think it will be like in 10 years…20…Will people 
live on the moon? What will technology be like? Flashback to 10 or 20 years 
ago and tell the kids what life was like then verses now. 

Digging in… 

Were you wondering what became of  the original disciples? They continued 
to preach and teach until their deaths. One of  those disciples named John 
was very special to Jesus. In fact, the Bible refers to him as the disciple 
“whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23). 

God allowed him to have a glimpse into the rest of  God’s story. You see, it 
didn’t end when Jesus came the first time. It is still going on because one day, 
He will come back!   

While John was exiled to Patmos (an island that served as a prison) because 
of  his faithful preaching of  the gospel, God showed him the future. He wrote 
it all down and it is recorded in the book of  Revelation.  

You see, people today are kind of  like the Israelites were before Jesus was 
born. We expectantly wait for Jesus to come back. And like history unfolding 
perfectly in God’s timing, more things have happened to prepare for that 
time to come.   

Do you remember how common language and the expansion of  roads made 
the news of  the Savior being born spread throughout the known world? 
What about today?  How does the internet and social connections cause 
news to travel today? 

No one knows how long it will be before Jesus comes back or exactly how it 
will all unfold, but we do know that He will come again! 

Do you remember our very first devotion about Adam and Even and the 
special garden? Do you remember the 2 trees that were in the garden? What 
where they called? (the Tree of  the Knowledge of  Good & Evil and the Tree 
of  Life). Well, in the book of  Revelation John mentions the Tree of  Life 
again. 

Jesus allowed John to see what the New Heaven and New Earth would be 
like. And he wrote about what he saw in the book of  Revelation. He 
describes it as a beautiful place, where everything is new. Can you imagine? 
God’s people will even dwell with Him and “He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall their be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore…” (Revelation 21). Can you imagine a place 
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without any pain or sadness or death? And, the Tree of  Life will be there 
too.  

In Revelation 21:6 God identifies himself  as "Alpha and Omega." Alpha is 
the first letter of  the Greek alphabet, and omega is the last letter of  the 
alphabet. In other words, God is "the beginning and the end.” God has the 
first word and the last word in history. 

So, this Christmas, let us celebrate the perfect plan of  God together. When 
the Word of  God “became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Let us 
celebrate the gift of  salvation we receive through faith in His perfect sacrifice 
on the cross. Let us remember new life through the power of  His 
resurrection. And let us look with eager anticipation to His return when all 
things will be made NEW. 

Second Helping… 

• Read about God’s final judgment of  sin & the ultimate victory  

o Revelation 4-5 

o Revelation 20-22 

• Praise God for being patient with you and turning His wrath from 
you and giving you this victory. 

Dessert…  

Participate - Gather the coats you have to donate and bring them to church 
Sunday. Pray for the children receiving them. 

TAKE AWAY TRUTH

We can wait expectantly with surety that Jesus will one day return!
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