
PLAYING WITH FIRE 
Daniel 3:1-30 
Introduction:


Romans 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

Four realties about faith and culture:


1. THE ENEMY WANTS YOUR WORSHIP. vs1


Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

1 Corinthians 10:14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

A. Spirit of Mammon- god of Possessions.


Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

B. Baal- god of Power and Pride.


1 Kings 18:18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, 
and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments 
of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. 

1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
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humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. 

C. Asherah- goddess of Pleasure.


1 Kings 14:23 For they also built them high places, and images, and 
groves, on every high hill, and under every green tree. 

Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 

Matthew 4:5-6 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou 
be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear 
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Matthew 4:8-9 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

2. THE PRESSURE IS ON. vs6


1 Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth. 
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A. Common vs7


Mark 15:15 And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released 
Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged 
him, to be crucified. 

B. Critical vs8-12


Daniel 2:5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing 
is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with 
the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses 
shall be made a dunghill. 

Daniel 2:27-28 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and 
said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise 
men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the 
king; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and 
maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the 
latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are 
these; 

Daniel 2:47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, 
that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer 
of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 

C. Continual vs13-14


Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

Acts 15:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
We ought to obey God rather than men. 
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3. GOD IS GOOD- REGARDLESS OF THE 
OUTCOME. vs16


Acts 18:9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be 
not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 

Matthew 10:32-33 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

A. God’s Ability vs17


1 Chronicles 29:11 Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head above all. 

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 

B. God’s Sovereignty vs18


Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will 
maintain mine own ways before him. 

4. THERE IS FREEDOM WITHIN THE FIRE. 
vs23-25


Isaiah 48:10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have 
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

A. God is always with you vs25
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Isaiah 43:1-2 But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O 
Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When 
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. 

Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen. 

B. The fire has no real power vs27 

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;
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