
IDENTITY CRISIS 
Daniel 1:1-21 
Introduction:

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

1 Corinthians 9:20-22 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 
might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the 
law, that I might gain them that are under the law; To them that are 
without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under 
the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the 
weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

Mark 2:15-17 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his 
house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus 
and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. And 
when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and 
sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and 
drinketh with publicans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith 
unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but 
they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. 

Psalms 119:89 For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. 

Three ways we can live for truth even when we are surrounded by 
chaos:


1. REFUSE TO LET THE CULTURE DEFINE 
YOU. vs3-4
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Daniel: “God is my Judge.” 
Belteshazzar: “Lady, protect the King.” 

Hananiah: “Yahweh has been gracious.” 
Shadrach: “I am fearful of God.” 

Mishael: “Who can compare to God? No one!” 
Meshach: “I am despised, contemptible, and humiliated.” 

Azariah: “Yahweh has helped.” 
Abednego: “Servant of Nego” 

Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them. 

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Psalms 100:3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep 
of his pasture.
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2. REINFORCE YOUR CORE CONVICTIONS. vs8


A. Daniel was Grounded in what he Believed. vs8


Proverbs 119:104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: 
therefore I hate every false way. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: 

B. Daniel was Gracious in how he Behaved.  vs8b


John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another. 

Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men. 

Ephesians 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; 

Proverbs 16:7 When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him. 

Jude 22 And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

3. RUN TO THE TEST, NOT FROM IT. vs10


A. Embrace the Challenge vs11-13
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James 1:2-3 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. 

Romans 5:3-4 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, 
experience; and experience, hope: 

B. Experience the Blessings vs14-20


Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 

Conclusion:


Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
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DEVOTIONAL & STUDY QUESTIONS: 

How have you struggled with your God-given identity?


Why is it so important to know that that our identity is 
in Christ?


What are your core convictions? What are your biblical 
non-negotiables?


How can we be grounded in our convictions, but 
gracious in our communication?


Why is it so important to be gracious and gentle when 
sharing our convictions?


What does it mean to run to the test and not from it?


How can we embrace the testing seasons that God 
allows us to go through?
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