
Saint Mary Religious Education Program 
Family News & Notes 

Faith according to Pope Francis: 

“Faith is not a banana smoothie, but a transforming encounter with Jesus Christ, 

here and now.” 
 

“Please do not put your faith in Jesus Christ in a blender.  You can have any kind of a 

smoothie, but please, do not gulp down a “faith shake”.  Faith is a whole; you can’t mix it 

up in a blender.” 

 

SUMMER VACATION! 

 
As our Religious Education year ends, schools get out and families are planning 

their activities for the summer months, we need to remember not to fall off our 

spiritual paths.  It’s not time to take a vacation from God or tune off or tune out our 

friendship with Jesus.   

 

As you enjoy all your summer fun, set aside some time to stay in touch with Jesus.  

Here are some simple ways to do just that: 

 

 Set a goal each day:  Pray a decade of the rosary as a family or read a Bible 

passage each day. 

 While on the beach or in a beautiful garden, close your eyes and place 

yourself in the presence of Jesus or your heavenly Father.  Give a greeting – 

and expression of love and thanks. 

 Find something you love to do in service and do it for the greater glory of 

God. 

 Read James 2:14-26:  “Faith without works is dead.” 

 Meet Christ face to face out in your community. 

 Wherever you vacation, attend mass and experience our Catholic faith is a 

new environment.   

 

Faith is not only what you do in church/REP/youth group/mass that counts – it’s 

what you do outside the walls of the church that matters. 

 

While you enjoy some relaxation, more family time, fun in the sun and all the great 

moments that summer can offer, always know that God is never far and if we live 

as faithful followers of Jesus, God always hears our prayers. 

 



I look forward to a wonderful summer REP session, Vacation Bible School and 

some time away with my family in Michigan. 

 

I give great thanks to all of our catechists who shared their faith with the children 

this past year and to those who will teach this summer. 

 

Congratulations to Jim Burke, Mary Tylka, and Michelle Schofield for their 

recent certification as catechists in the Archdiocese of Chicago and to Roberta 

Quick for her re-certification.  May God continue to bless you! 

 

JUST A REMIDNER:  Don’t forget to get your registration in for the 2017-2018 

REP year!  Forms are on the parish web site and in the kiosk in the narthex. 

 

 

God bless, 

Sue 


