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ST. MARY MISSION NARRATIVE 

  

Having prayed over and studied the components that give life to a 

parish’s mission, we the people of St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish 

propose that the MISSION to which God is calling us is: 

 Our Blessed Mother responded to God’s call with a clear and 

unhesitating “Yes.” Let it be done to me according to Your will (Luke 1:38). 

We, the people of St. Mary of the Annunciation, are called by God, as His 

humble servants, to respond with our own yes. Like Mary, we do not fully 

understand what God’s call means, but we know that through our yes, we 

give witness to the Joy of the Gospel, as with complete trust, we follow 

wherever God may lead us. 

 We are one body in Christ with many diverse parts, called to 

discern our personal gifts and respond with absolute commitment to 

God’s call to holiness in our lives. As one family of faith with many, var-

ied gifts and callings, we seek to grow ever deeper in our own relationship 

with Christ. Recognizing that we have been richly blessed, we are called 

to return those gifts to the Lord by serving his people, bringing the light of 

Christ to the world beyond our parish campus, particularly to those in 

greatest need. To realize this calling, we must allow our shared faith, the 

common thread that binds the patchwork of diversity among our parish 

family, to unite us and inspire us to truly live as men and women for oth-

ers. 

 If the long and storied history of our parish holds any lesson for 

us today it is that, when we heed the words of the Angel Gabriel, nothing 

is impossible with God. We too can accomplish things that once seemed 

impossible. Building on this heritage and upon the firm foundation of our 

many vibrant ministries, our beautiful and prayerful liturgies, and our 

many mission and outreach opportunities, we will work to engage all gen-

erations and reach out to the lost and those who have left the Lord’s table, 

adapting the ways we communicate and meeting people where they are 

on their faith journeys. Inspired by our patron, Mary of the Annunciation, 

we will strive at all times and in all ways to become an ever more vibrant 

community, rooted in the Eucharist as the source and summit of our lives, 

and ready, as one family of faith, to say Yes to God’s call. 
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WORSHIP COMMISSION  

The Worship Commission of St. Mary of the Annunciation fosters the liturgical life 
of its community. Our mission is to create an environment of full, conscious, and 
active participation that provides a vibrant worship experience for all, that is rooted 
in the Eucharist and the liturgical life of the Catholic Church. 

 

Liturgy Team 

The Liturgy Team, comprised of the coordinators for Sacristans, Greeters/

Ushers, Altar Servers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Art & Environment, and 

Music, is responsible for overseeing the public worship and devotional life of 

the parish. Planning for feasts and seasons, preparing the Sunday liturgies, 

providing liturgical catechesis on a regular basis, and reviewing and evaluating 

the style and order of worship constitute the major work of the Liturgy Team. 

Coordinating all the Liturgical Ministries and assuring formation of all lay 

ministers is an ongoing task of the Team. 

 

Sacristans 

Sacristans care for and put in place the items needed for the liturgy so that the 

ministers and assembly may properly and prayerfully celebrate the Eucharist, 

sacraments, and opportunities of prayer in a reverent and orderly manner. The-

se include the books, vessels, linens, and supplies needed for worship.  

 

Greeters 

Greeters personally welcome those who come to worship, recognizing the 

presence of Christ in those they greet. They may also assist in distributing wor-

ship aids as needed.  

 

Ushers 

Ushers welcome the stranger and friend, help people find seats in church, take 

up the collection and coordinate the presentation of the wine and bread, direct 

the Communion procession, and straighten the church after Mass. Ushers also 

keep an eye out for anyone in need of assistance, and are knowledgeable about 

the church building, its facilities, and emergency procedures. 

 

Altar Servers 

Altar Servers are trained to assist at the celebration of the Eucharist, including 

weekend Masses, funerals, and weddings. This ministry is open to all students 

in grades 4 through 8 as well as all interested teens and adults.  

 

Lectors 

Lectors are trained and appointed to effectively proclaim the Scriptures at pub-

lic worship. Through their proclamation, God’s Word comes alive and moti-

vates the community to live and to spread the Gospel.  
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Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion are trained and formally mandated to 

assist in the distribution of Holy Communion under both forms at the Eucharis-

tic Liturgy. 

 

Art & Environment 

The Art and Environment Committee creates an environment that reflects litur-

gical seasons or the calendar. Floral arrangements, tapestries, seasonal décor, 

liturgical furnishings, vessels, and vesture are used to enhance the environment 

for liturgical prayer. A&E also assists our sacristan and maintenance staff with 

the cleanliness of the church and organizes spring and fall cleaning events.  

 

Music Ministry 

 

Parish Choir  

The Parish Choir supports and amplifies the singing assembly by singing 

with them and exercises its own particular gift by singing on its own. 

Through the gift of song, the parish choir acts as an ensemble of evangeli-

zation by giving glory to God and adding beauty to liturgical celebrations.  

 

Contemporary Choir  

The Contemporary Choir provides a contemporary style of worship music 

for Masses and other parish events. All ages, from youth to seniors, are 

welcome to be part of the Contemporary Choir and praise God through 

song. 

 

Cantors  

Cantors animate the assembly by leading them in song. Cantors also serve 

a particular liturgical role when they act as psalmist, singing the responso-

rial psalm at Mass.  

 

Wedding Coordinators 

St. Mary’s wedding coordinators are emissaries of the parish, sharing the good-

ness of our faith and the community’s values with wedding couples. They as-

sist the priest or deacon at the wedding rehearsal and wedding liturgy with the 

practical details of the service, and create a helpful link between the bride and 

groom and the members of the parish. 
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Simbang Gabi  

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino tradition that celebrates Advent with a nine-day 

novena of evening Masses prior to Christmas Day. The devotee during this 

novena dedicates the nine days to a personal intention. The Simbang Gabi 

Ministry hosts one of these nine days with a liturgy and after Mass celebration. 

 

Ministry of Praise 

 

Eucharistic Adoration  

The Eucharistic Adoration Ministry is a community of parishioners com-

mitted to fostering a solid understanding of and love for the Holy Eucha-

rist. The Eucharistic Adoration Ministry schedules and organizes periods 

of Eucharistic adoration throughout the year.  

 

Rosary and Divine Mercy  

The Rosary Ministry is committed to praying the Rosary as a group after 

the daily Mass Mondays through Thursdays, and praying the Divine Mer-

cy Chaplet on Fridays. They also pray the Rosary, in honor of Our Lady, 

on the first Saturday of the month at 4:30 P.M. 
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FAITH FORMATION COMMISSION 

The Faith Formation Commission promotes learning and spiritual development 
for parishioners of all ages, at all points in their faith journey. This commission 
supports and unifies the Faith Formation Ministries as they contribute to the 
greater vision of the parish. 

 

St. Mary of the Annunciation School 

St. Mary School operates under the guidelines and policies of the Archdiocese 

of Chicago to provide a quality academic education and solid spiritual for-

mation for children in grades K–8 in the Roman Catholic Tradition. St. Mary 

School offers a secure and respectful environment for promoting each child’s 

unique total growth as a person, and relies upon the mutual cooperation of par-

ents in preparing students to assume responsibility as future leaders in family 

life, church and society. School parents participate in the life of the school 

through the Home School Association (H.S.A.) and Athletic Board, and by 

working with the Shopping Certificates program. 

 

Religious Education Program (R.E.P.) 

St. Mary provides thorough catechesis in the Roman Catholic Tradition for all 

parish children so they might grow in their faith journey in communion with 

the Church and its life of prayer and mission. Catechesis is also offered for 

parents who have children celebrating the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eu-

charist and Confirmation. 

 

Marriage Preparation / FOCCUS  

FOCCUS is an acronym for “Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Un-

derstanding and Study.” The FOCCUS instrument is a self-diagnostic tool de-

signed to help engaged couples learn more about themselves and their unique 

relationship. It provides individualized couple feedback on where each partner 

stands in regard to areas important to marriage. The engaged couple meets with 

the married couple facilitators a minimum of two times prior to the marriage 

ceremony. FOCCUS ministry couples are trained to administer the FOCCUS 

instrument and help the engaged couple read and interpret the results. It is an 

important part of preparing for marriage and is mandatory for couples being 

married at St. Mary of the Annunciation. 

 

Adult Initiation/RCIA  

The Adult Initiation Ministry of St. Mary prepares individuals for Christian 

Initiation through a small group process that includes spiritual formation, cat-

echesis and a series of liturgical rites as prescribed in the Church’s Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults. The Adult Initiation Team includes sponsors and 

catechists who accompany candidates and catechumens on the path to the cele-

bration of the Sacraments of Initiation. Initiation into the Church ordinarily 



8 

culminates at the Easter Vigil with the celebration of Baptism, Confirmation, 

and Eucharist. St. Mary Parish utilizes a year-round approach which allows 

candidates and catechumens—according to their readiness—to also be initiated 

at other times during the year when appropriate. 

 

Baptismal Preparation 

The baptism of a child is a significant moment in the life of a Christian family. 

Parents are expected to participate in a Baptismal Preparation session that 

helps them to better integrate the new birth and the change this initiates in fam-

ily life into their spiritual lives. Because infant Baptism relies upon the parents’ 

commitment of faith, the Baptismal preparation is geared to stirring up the 

faith of parents so that they may celebrate the baptism of their child with joy 

and a mature awareness of what is expected of them as Christian parents. Ses-

sions are designed to welcome both first-time parents and those expecting 2nd, 

3rd, or 4th babies. Married couples are trained to facilitate these sessions with 

parents. 

 

Adult Faith Formation  

The Adult Faith Formation Ministry promotes learning and spiritual develop-

ment for adults of the parish to deepen appreciation for the Catholic faith and 

inspire greater participation. The ministry coordinates a wide range of opportu-

nities, including Bible studies, lecture-style presentations, small faith-sharing 

groups, resources for personal study, and other activities of interest. The minis-

try will continue to develop, supporting the parish’s commitment to life-long 

intergenerational learning and to bringing people closer to God. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Each summer St. Mary offers a Vacation Bible School for young children who, 

through fun-filled activities and carefully planned catechesis, are immersed in 

the good news of the Bible.  

 

Cursillo 

Cursillo is a world-wide Lay Movement of the Roman Catholic Church which 

began in the 1940s. The word cursillo means “short course in Christian living.” 

Cursillo begins with a three-day weekend retreat during which a series of talks 

are given by both clergy and laity. The retreat provides an opportunity to en-

counter Christ through the Eucharist, prayer, discussion, reflections, and com-

munity-building. Following the retreat, Cursillo provides an ongoing, small-

group experience to support Christian discipleship in all of our environments - 

family, church, work, and community. 
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Mary’s Circle 

Mary’s Circle is a small faith-sharing group experience for all women of the 

parish. The heart of each get-together includes the reading of a brief reflection, 

discussion and prayer. The goal of Mary’s Circle is not only to help individuals 

personally grow in faith, but to support one another in the spiritual life. At 

home in Nazareth, Mary’s circle included Elizabeth and other disciples of Je-

sus who supported Mary in her unique vocation as Mother of the Lord. Togeth-

er they were dedicated to doing the will of God. Our hope is to imitate Mary’s 

circle of love and faith in support of one another in our own calling in life. We 

find our inspiration in the words of Jesus when he said: “Who are my mother 

and brothers?… These are my mother and brothers. Whoever does the will of 

God is brother and sister and mother to me.” (Mark 3:33–35) Days and times 

for gatherings depend on the participants’ personal schedules.  

 

Children’s Catechumenate 

Children of school age who are not yet baptized are welcomed into a small 

group faith-building process that includes instructions in the Catholic Tradition 

of prayer, doctrine and ritual, and a socialization process that helps them make 

the Catholic way of life their own. Children who have been baptized but who 

are uncatechized are also included in this process.  

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word  

Young children, ages 4 through 5th grade, are sent forward after the Opening 

Prayer to participate in their own Liturgy of the Word, led by adult and teen 

leaders of prayer. The children hear the scriptures proclaimed and share a hom-

ily in a style that is age appropriate. They return to the church proper to wor-

ship with their parents for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Children's Liturgy of 

the Word is offered Saturday at the 5:00 p.m. Mass and Sunday at the 9:30 

a.m. Mass. 

 

Youth Ministry 

Saint Mary’s offers youth ministry programs to our junior high (7th & 8th grade) 

and high school teens as a way to keep the youth connected to and engaged in 

the life of the Church. The youth groups gather together for monthly spiritual, 

social, and service activities. Annual events include attending a high school 

mission trip, junior high weekend summer camp, and the National Catholic 

Youth Conference. 
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PARISH LIFE COMMISSION 

The Parish Life Commission builds and fosters a warm, welcoming community 
that encourages and inspires everyone to utilize their spiritual gifts in parish minis-
tries, activities and events. 

 

Gardening Ministry 

The Gardening for God Ministry cares for the cultivation of the flowers, plants 

and landscaping of our beautiful, rural campus. Gardeners work the earth to 

create reflective landscapes and to present the natural beauty of creation. Often 

working together, ministry members from neophyte to master gardener share 

their horticultural talents in a social environment. They design, plant, trans-

plant, water, weed, prune, rake and sweep to transform our parish campus into 

a beautiful place of prayer and contemplation. In the process, ministry mem-

bers experience God through the beauty of nature and in the friendships that 

are formed. 

 

Harvest Fest 

Harvest Fest is the parish's main social and fundraising event. The harvest 

theme recognizes and honors the rural origins and culture of St. Mary's. Invit-

ing people of all ages, Harvest Fest celebrates and strengthens the bonds of our 

parish community through the sharing of food, drink and entertainment while 

also raising funds to help sustain the mission of St. Mary of the Annunciation.  

  

Hospitality Weekends 

Hospitality Weekends offer St. Mary parishioners and guests time to enjoy 

refreshments and good conversation. Every second weekend of the month, 

various ministries host Hospitality Weekend by providing coffee, donuts, juice 

and sweet treats in a welcoming spirit after all Masses. We invite you to join us 

in the narthex for food and fellowship!  

  

St. Mary's Moms 

St. Mary Moms is a ministry of mothers of all ages—working, stay-at-home, 

home-schooling, or empty nest—with children of any age to share faith, fel-

lowship, friendship, and family while having fun! We provide a community for 

moms to join together to share, support, and socialize. Monthly meetings are 

faith-based and held the second Wednesday of each month. All moms and chil-

dren are invited; a playroom is available. We also offer Moms Social Nights, 

kids playdates, family and couple events. We've got it all, something for every-

one. Join us for whatever you choose!  
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Communications 

The Saint Mary Communications Committee uses various forms of communi-

cation to keep parishioners informed and in touch with parish life as well as 

getting the word out beyond the parish about events and services offered by 

Saint Mary Parish. Maintaining the parish website and Facebook page are ex-

amples of this committee’s work. 

 

St. Mary's Seniors 

St. Mary's Seniors is a social group which aims to build relationships among 

the senior generation through the pursuit of common goals, interests and activi-

ties. Seniors meet monthly in the parish meeting rooms for lunch which often 

includes a variety of different forms of entertainment. 

 

Welcoming Ministry 

The Welcoming Ministry reaches out to new parishioners to welcome them 

into the parish community and acquaint them with the history, spirit, and ser-

vices of St. Mary. Ministry members attend the Welcoming Sessions and make 

a follow-up personal call or visit to the home of a newly-registered parishioner 

to offer a friendly welcome and begin to build some bridges into parish life.  

  

Mother and Daughter Tea  

The annual Tea is for girls in grades 4–6 and their mothers. The program has 

three main goals: it educates girls on the physical and emotional changes that 

take place in the adolescent years in a gentle Christian environment; it helps 

open lines of communication between mothers and daughters on topics that can 

be difficult to discuss; it also lays the groundwork for chastity education by 

teaching girls to understand and respect their own bodies and the amazing gift 

of their fertility. 

 

Sunday Morning Child Care 

Those who serve the parish in Sunday Morning Child Care provide a safe and 

friendly environment for children aged four and under whose parents worship 

at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 

The Human Concerns Commission promotes the word and manifests the love of 
Jesus Christ by helping those who are in need, following the principle that 
“whatever you do to the least of my people, you do unto me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

 

Bereavement Ministry   

Those who share in the work of the Bereavement Ministry provide compas-

sionate support for people who have experienced the death of a loved one. 

 

Funeral 

Bereavement ministers guide the family in the planning of and assist with 

the funeral Mass; and as needed, conduct the wake service and/or committal 

prayers.  

 

Grief Support: Finding Hope/Healing Hearts  

FH/HH is a 10-week grief support group for people who have experienced 

the death of a loved one. It is a closed support group facilitated by the Di-

rector of Human Concerns. Participants are offered education/information 

as well as support. There is a fee to cover the cost of books and materials. 

New groups are formed 3-4 times per year. 

 

Divorce and Beyond Support Group 

This group is for people who are divorced or who have already filed for di-

vorce. It is not intended for people who are uncertain about the future of their 

marriage. This is a closed self-help group which means that there is no leader/

teacher/counselor. The facilitator has been trained by the Archdiocese of Chi-

cago. The group is closed to offer stability and an atmosphere that fosters ease 

and trust. New groups are formed 2-3 times per year. 

 

Domestic Violence Ministry 

A ministry dedicated to raising awareness, understanding, and the prevention 

of domestic violence by educating our community and supporting the victims 

and survivors of emotional, financial, physical and sexual abuse with re-

sources.  

 

Military Ministry 

Members of the Military Ministry work to support the individuals and families 

of currently enlisted as well as honor and support veterans in a variety of dif-

ferent ways. We pray for and with our Veterans and their families. We honor 

and remember those who have put their lives in harm’s way for our freedoms. 

Members of this ministry work to help the parish learn about the physically 

and spiritually wounded and encourage ways as a parish community to not 



13 

only say, “thank you for your service,” but to find out how we can reach out in 

fellowship and faith to meet the needs of those who are or have been in service 

to our country.  

 

Ministry of Care (MOC)  

Ministers of Care receive special training and formation and are mandated for 

this ministry by the Archdiocese. At the communal Anointing of the Sick 

Mass, ministers of care provide assistance to those being anointed. 

 

Homebound MOC  

Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick or homebound to bring Com-

munion, pray with, and extend the community’s care.  

 

Hospital MOC  

Ministers of Care bring Communion, prayers, and fellowship to parishion-

ers and to all Catholics who are inpatient at Advocate Condell Hospital. 

 

Mission Post/Outreach Ministries: 

Outreach ministries include opportunities to directly engage in the mission of 

Christ by serving others in Lake County & Chicago, domestic USA and Inter-

national missions. Some examples: 

 

Volunteers travel to Eastern Kentucky/Appalachia to assist with basic 

home repairs, visit local residents and share the love of Christ. Five- and 

seven-day trips are available annually. Home repair experience is not nec-

essary. 

 

Volunteers travel to Belize for a seven-day immersion trip to build homes 

which provide the new owners with shelter from the tropical elements and 

dignity of life. The parish supports the team by raising the funds for build-

ing materials. Each team participant provides their own fees and raises 

funds for one or more partial-scholarship participants. Construction expe-

rience is not required. Training is provided. Open to all ages 16 years and 

older.  

 

Sparrows Nest Thrift Store in Mundelein supports women and 

children and is staffed by St. Mary volunteers who sort, hang clothing, etc. 

 

Feed My Starving Children  is an international aid organization. 

Groups from St. Mary come to the Libertyville location and package food 

that is then sent all over the world to the hungry.   
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Pacific Gardens Mission 

PGM provides a safe, clean and warm shelter for more than 500 people 

experiencing homelessness. St. Mary parishioners travel to Chicago to 

assist PGM by making beds, preparing and serving lunch, sorting laundry, 

organizing towels robes and hangers, and tidying up.  

 

PADS 

Providing Advocacy, Dignity and Shelter (PADS) provides shelter, meals 

and security for homeless and needy individuals and families. This pro-

gram operates under the Lake County chapter of PADS in Waukegan. St. 

Mary's site is open on Wednesday evenings (6:00 p.m.) through Thursday 

mornings (6:00 a.m.) from October through April, in the little church base-

ment. There are a variety of volunteer opportunities, including meal prepa-

ration, set up, serving, morning clean up, laundry and evening and morn-

ing shifts. 

 

Sharing Parish 

The Sharing Parish Ministry is committed to developing and maintaining 

relationships between the members of the faith communities of St. Mary 

of the Annunciation and Most Blessed Trinity in Waukegan. This ministry 

seeks to fully support, with active and motivated volunteers from St. 

Mary, the Community Social Services Program (CSS), an outreach of 

Most Blessed Trinity. This program consists of: 

 

Holy Family Soup Kitchen 

Serving meals to the needy 6-8 times per year  

 

Holy Family Food Pantry 

Delivering donated food from area contributors  

 

Fr. Gary Graf Center 

Volunteering to teach English as a second language and assist people 

in seeking U.S. Citizenship  

 

House of Peace 

Providing financial and spiritual support to the Women’s Shelter that 

serves women and children who are victims of domestic violence  
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 

The conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) is a non-

profit organization dedicated to serving the poor and supporting the human 

dignity of those who are in need. Members, called Vincentians, make per-

son-to-person visits with families and individuals facing hardships, offer-

ing basic resources for human dignity such as food, shelter, and clothing. 

Assistance includes help with utility bills, rent, transportation, medical 

expenses, and emotional and spiritual support to ease a difficult time. The 

SVDP intake line is 224-522-8863. 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is made up of people who knit and/or crochet lap 

blankets and shawls to be given to those members of our parish who are sick, 

homebound, grieving, etc 

 

Prison Ministry 

The Prison Ministry works to compassionately support individuals and families 

affected by the criminal justice system as well as to educate the faith communi-

ty on the issues involved. Members prayerfully develop and participate in pro-

jects focused on addressing the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of in-

mates of correctional facilities in the Archdiocese of Chicago as well as the 

State of Illinois. Projects include sending cards and letters, Bible and book 

drives, etc. 

 

Respect Life 

The heart of the Respect Life Ministry is to foster a respect for the dignity of 

human life from conception to natural death through education, prayer, and 

sponsored activities that support human life and family in accord with the 

teachings of the Church. Some of the activities include a Holy Hour in January 

in remembrance of the Roe v. Wade decision, a rose sale on Mother's Day 

weekend as a fund raiser for Aid for Women shelter, a Holy Hour and a "Baby 

Shower" supply drive during the month of October, which is Respect Life 

Month. 

 

St. Mary of the Annunciation Prayer Angels 

Faithful parishioners provide prayer support when someone is critically ill or 

experiencing acute trauma. With the person’s or family's permission, Saint 

Mary Prayer Angels are notified by email to pray for this person and their fam-

ily. 

 



16 

OUR COMMITMENT TO STEWARDSHIP 

 

 
As members of St. Mary of the Annunciation, with prayerful thanksgiving for 

the many blessings received from God, and in recognition of our responsibility 

for the gift that is our parish, we choose to share our time talents and treasure 

with the parish. 

 

Please use the Stewardship Interest Form to check any of the ministries or ser-

vices that you may be interested in pursuing. Someone from that ministry will 

contact you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary of the Annunciation Catholic Church 
22333 West Erhart Road 

Mundelein, IL 60060 
847-223-0010 

www.stmaryfc.org  
September 2016  (Wd rive) 


