
 DECEMBER 11, 2016  ●  3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Patience, Hope, Joy 
Gracious, merciful, and patient God, 
your generosity rewards our complaint. 
You reap a fruitful harvest when we plant only hardness of heart. 
Strengthen us in this season of hope, 
grant patience in troubled times, 
and lift our fearful hearts. 
As the farmer waits for the fruitful harvest 
and the desert anticipates abundant blossoms 
may we, too, be blessed with patient hearts 
as we approach the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
www.stmaryfc.org 

Rejoice! 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10; Psalm 146:6–7, 8–9, 9–
10; James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11. The coming of Christ 
and his Kingdom will be understood when the blind see, 
the deaf hear, and the lame leap. In today’s readings, we 
are reminded by both Isaiah and Jesus that we do not 
need to look any further. The signs of healing and whole-
ness should be enough. Traditionally, the Third Sunday of 
Advent is a joyous reminder that God is already in our 
midst, even as we prepare to commemorate his coming 
into the world. In the world’s terms, we know that the 
blind see, the deaf hear, weak knees and hearts are made 
firm, and even the arid desert is in full bloom. This is 
cause for rejoicing. 
 The words of Jesus in the Gospel are a challenge 
to look beyond the messenger, John the Baptist, and to 
realize the truth of the message. Rejoice in the topsy-turvy 
world where those apparently blind can now see through 
the rough nomad in the dry desert and recognize a proph-
et. Rejoice in the prophetic message heard by the deaf, 
pulsating through the lame, and blooming with abundant 
flowers.  
 Today you can sing the refrain “Rejoice! Rejoice, 
O Israel! To thee shall come Emmanuel,” knowing that 
Emmanuel has come. Take some time today with your 
family or friends to recognize the goodness that you wit-
ness in your lives: where adversity can produce joy, 
where the deaf have heard some Good News and a 
change of heart is the result. Today is the day of which 
Isaiah prophesies when he says, “Sorrow and sighing 
shall flee,” because the ransomed of the Lord will obtain 
“joy and gladness.”  
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:00AM †Marvin Bohmann req. His Wife Clara & Family 
 †Dorothy Hatton req. Her Husband Harry & Family 
Tuesday, December 13, Saint Lucy, Virgin 
8:00AM †Frank & †Marie Vullo req. Duane & Fran Schmidt 
 †Raymond Beyer req. Brad & Carol Hansen Family 
Wednesday, December 14, St. John of the Cross Priest &Doctor of the Church 
8:00AM †Theodore & Bernice Phillips 
 req. Brad & Carol Hansen Family 
 †Tom Forte req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Mary Jacqueline Slusser  
  req. Her Sister Joyce & Vernon Ladewig 
 †Rita Schmidt req. Sophie Pasciak 
Thursday, December 15 
8:00AM  Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family 
 †Robert Earl Jones req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Lee Wangman req. Victoria Hansen 
9:00AM †Morgan Finley req. John & Arlene Bruner-Basso 
Friday, December 16 
8:00AM Living Sarah A. 
 †Wendi Roberts req. Tom & Pamela Ladewig 
 †Kevin Forsythe req. His Wife Karen & Family 
Saturday, December 17 
5:00PM Living Thomas & Michelle Schofield Wedding Anniversary 
 †Lina Fruscione req. Her Husband Salvatore & Family 
 †Lloyd Yore req. Geri Graham 
 †Ken Gauger req. Family & Friends 
 †Mary Soder req. Vinnie & Helene Dederich 
 †Mark McCullagh req. Dick & Nancy Bingham Family 
 †Judy Valancius  
 †Biesiada Sisters 
Sunday, December 18 
7:30AM †Ralph &†Virginia Diebold req. Diebold Family 
 †Mary Lou Diebold req. Diebold Family 
 †Sharon Gattis req. Her Sister Della & Family 
 †Rose Panek req. Kathy Lenzen 
 †John Markos req, Frank Steslow 
9:30AM For All Military Protecting Our Country & For Peace 
 †Danny Hansen req. Brad & Carol Hansen Family 
 †Salvatore & †Michelina Panettieri req. Family 
 †Thomas J. Schnite req. His Wife Bev & Family 
 †William Bartz req. Daughter Becky Casper & Family 
 †Ron Bartoli req. The Family 
11:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob Fr. Alexander 
Baptism during Mass 

Deacons Deacon Gary Preach Deacon Gary Preach Deacon Mike Preach  Deacon Bob 

Lectors J. Powell 
T. Powell 

K. Igielski 
P. Coughlin 

M. Grady 
C. Lutzow 

J. Koch 
P. Koch 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS December 17 & 18, 2016 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
D. & S. Harmon 
J. Sinkovec 
C. & P. Sullivan 
M. Marciniak 
W. & M. Pohl 

Deacon 
D. Fuller 
E. Tauscher 
L. Bosshart 
P. & M. Tekampe 
L. Zucco 
C. Cline 
A. Rafferty III 

Deacon 
R. & J. Fisher 
C. & L. Kuderna 
J. Fosselman 
H. Stumpf 
D. Slater 
K. Pieniazkiewicz 
B. & K . Aden 

Deacon 
O. Santo-Trinidad 
A. Thompson 
J. Lyman 
L. Tooke 
D. Wittgen 
W. Roberts 
N. & E. Martin 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 11—Hospitality –CRS Trade Sale 
9:30AM Childcare 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
10:45AM New Parishioner Welcoming Session 
12:30PM Simbang Gabi Meeting 
Monday, December 12 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
8:30AM Eucharistic Adoration Ministry Meeting 
12:00PM St. Mary Senior Club Meeting 
Tuesday, December 13 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Adoration Begins 
9:00AM Mary’s Circle 
2:00PM Prayer Shaw Ministry Meeting 
5:30PM Religious Education Program K—8 
7:00PM Communal Reconciliation  
7:30PM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
8:30PM Adoration Ends 
Wednesday, December 14 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
9:30AM Moms of St. Mary Meeting 
6:00PM PADS 
7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, December 15 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
9:00AM Mass 
9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
7:00PM Faith Formation Meeting 
7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, December 16 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, December 17 
9:30AM Religious Education Program 
5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
5:00PM High School Youth Group 
Sunday, December 18 
9:30AM Childcare 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
10:30AM  High School Confirmation Session 
12:30PM Simbang Gabi Meeting. 



Dear Parishioners,  
 The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally 
called “Gaudete” Sunday, which is taken from the Latin 
entrance antiphon meaning to “Rejoice.” The source for 
our rejoicing is that the coming of the Savior is drawing 
near. The rose colored vestments and candle on the Ad-
vent wreath are color is meant to provide us with en-
couragement to continue our spiritual preparation for 
Christmas.   
 To rejoice in something or someone implies a 
sense of awe and gratitude, to be glad, to be happy, or 
to take delight in something. Certainly this is something 
that, as adults, we long to see in our children and grand-
children at Christmas time. I believe there is something 
deep within us that wants to see those we love happy, 
and we delight in being part of the source of that joy.  

 The deeper truth, however, is that we cannot make an-
other person happy. We can love another person, do nice things 
for them, pray for them and encourage them, but that does not 
mean that they will be happy. The same could be said of you and 
me. A number of studies on the matter conclude that happiness 
has little to do with materialistic needs, goods, or wants, or high 
achievement; it boils down to our outlook on life, the quality of 
our relationships and intentionally choosing attitudes and behav-
iors that lead to happiness over unhappiness.   
  Certainly there are many forces at work in our world that 
threaten our happiness each day: the forces of greed, jealousy, 
violence, anger, and malicious gossip to name a few. I would 
suggest that that there are far more forces for good than for evil, 
and at the heart of that goodness is what Jesus is doing in and 
through us. It is so important for us to celebrate our successes 
and name the goodness in our lives lest we take them for granted.  
  To recognize who Jesus is and to welcome him into our 
hearts and homes is what Advent and Christmas calls us to. In 
our homes we seek to live lives that reflect his love. Our works 
of generosity, encouragement, and forgiveness can help us to 
discover and experience His presence. Every time we thank 
someone for their generosity, or help a person recognize their 
goodness, or assist someone in their need, we help ourselves and 
others to discover the presence of Jesus who dwells in our midst. 
 I pray these coming days of Advent may find each us 
longing for the peace that only the Lord can bring.  
 
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry 

Where Did the Blessing of Straw Come From? 
The custom of placing a handful of straw or hay under the table cloth on 
Christmas Eve comes to us from Poland and the Ukraine, and reflects Je-
sus’ birth in a stable. It is a reminder of the ultimate paradox of Christmas: 
that God-incarnate, the King of all, was born in the humblest of circumstanc-
es and his bed was the feed trough of animals. It also reminded the people 
seated at the table that the bounty laid before them was given them by the 
Christ Child, who sacrificed his life for the whole world.  
 Straw is the shaft of wheat left behind when the grain is harvest-
ed. The wheat is dried and ground into flour which is baked into bread. By 
putting straw on the table we make our homes like Bethlehem, whose name 
means “the house of bread.” Whenever we welcome guests to eat with us in 
love, our homes become a place where God comes to live. Why is the hay 
blessed? Because we’re Catholic; we bless everything!  

A Custom Worth Adopting 
This tradition comes to us from France. Families make the preparation of the manger part of their whole Advent practice. On the first Sunday of 
Advent, a manger—wood, cardboard, even a shoe box—is placed in a prominent spot along with a bag of straw. At bedtime a child reviews the 
day’s activities. For each good deed, prayer, or demonstration of love the child places a piece of straw in the manger. This review, similar to an 
examination of conscience, can also include the removal of a piece of straw for each unkind act or disobedience. The goal is to make a soft bed of 
straw for the Baby Jesus. One may see this as a way of instilling good behavior in children before Christmas, but it also helps even young children 
develop spiritual lives. On Christmas Day the Infant—a purchased ore home-made Christ Child—is placed in the manger. An informative article can 
be found under the Liturgical Year tab on the Catholic Culture website: www.catholicculture.org. 

J 

W 

from 

ell 
acob’s 



Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic 
Chapel following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday 
through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in 
the Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately 
following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Annual Contribution Statements 

If you would like a statement of your regular church 
contributions for the calendar year 2016 please call 
the office. We will be happy to send you a statement. 

Featured CD for December 
 

Prepare the Way of the King 
by 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

Dr. Scott Hahn—one of the most eminent Catholic theologians in our 
country today—reveals what scholars now know about the shepherds, 
the mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent journey will take on 
new meaning as you prepare your heart for the birth of our Lord. This 
illuminating presentation is sure to help you grow in appreciation of the 
greatest gift ever given to mankind - Jesus Christ. 
 

Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the 

parish to continue the program and offer new material. 

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
December 13 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place in the Eucharistic chapel on Tuesday, 
December 13, from 8:30 AM until 8:30 PM.  
The sign-up book is in the narthex.  

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

 
 and for the repose of all who have recently died. 

Carlton Buerger 

The next meeting and luncheon will be Mon-
day, December 12,2016, at Noon in the 
parish meeting rooms. Have any questions, 
please call Joyce Ladewig at 847-543-0715. 

Year-End Financial Planning 
As we approach the end of the calendar year, many of us make a 
number of gifts to charitable organizations. While many worthwhile 
causes are appealing for your support, we ask that you consider St. 
Mary of the Annunciation in your year-end financial planning as well. 
In addition to placing an envelope in the collection basket or mailing 
a gift to the Parish Office, our online giving page (accessed from the 
Stewardship tab of our parish web site, www.stmaryfc.org) also has 
an option for year-end gifts.   
 In order to reap the potential tax benefits for the current 
year, now is the best time to follow through with important contribu-
tions you have been considering as gifts must be made before the 
end of the year if they are to be eligible for 2016 tax deductions.   
 Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and generosity to 
St. Mary of the Annunciation!  Your support enables us to build the 
Kingdom of God and manifest the Good News of Jesus Christ to so 
many and in so many ways!!  

Adult Confirmation 
If you are… 

• A practicing Catholic 
• Between the ages of 17 & 99 
• Who has received First Communion 
• But has not yet received Confirmation 

We are offering a series of formation sessions that will allow you to be 
Confirmed this spring. Meetings will be held roughly every two weeks 
on Sunday evenings, 7:00–8:30 PM, in St. Francis de Sales school 
beginning January 15. The Confirmation Mass will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, May 16, 7:00 PM at St. Frances de Sales Church. For more 
information and to register, please call Kathy Brady-Murfin at 847-726-
4850 or email her at KBradyMurfin@stfracisiz.org 

Stewardship Report   

Sunday Collection December 4, 2016  $              25,997.46  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $              21,288.00  

Difference  $                4,709.46  

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $            501,712.39  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $            489,624.00  

Difference  $              12,088.39  

Difference vs. Last Year  $            (11,619.29) 

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   



Early Submission Deadlines For Bulletin 
Date of Bulletin   Submission Date 

December 25, 2016  December 12, 2016 
January 1, 2017   December 16, 2016 

Feast Days of Mary - 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Please join us Monday, December 12th. after the 
8:00 AM Mass the Eucharistic Chapel for the recita-
tion of the Rosary. All are welcome. 

Advent & Christmas 

Reconciliation Service 
Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 PM 
Communal Reconciliation Service with 
individual confessions 

Simbang Gabi Mass 
Friday, December 23, 7:00 pm 
One of the novena Masses celebrated in 
preparation for Christmas. Organized by the 
Filipino community of Lake County.  
Reception follows after Mass. 

Christmas Masses 
 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
  Contemporary Choir 

incense-free 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
10:30 PM Christmas Eve Mass  
  Parish Choir 

Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass 
  Incense-free 
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass 
               Brass Quintet 
 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God  
 

Saturday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve 
5:00 PM Vigil Mass  
 
Sunday, January 1 
Mary, the Mother of God 
8:00 AM Holy Day Mass 
11:00 AM Holy Day Mass 
The Rosary will be recited after the morning Mass. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve 
Christmas Mass at 3:00 PM (preceded by caroling at 2:30) 
 Contemporary Choir and instruments 
 Incense-free 
Christmas Mass at 5:00 PM  
 
Christmas Mass at 10:30 PM (preceded by caroling at 10:00)
 Parish Choir 
 

Sunday, December 25th 
Early Morning Christmas Mass at 8:00 AM 
 Incense-free 
Festive Masses at 11:30 AM 
 brass quintet 

Advent  
Reconciliation  
Service 

Tuesday 
December 13 

7:00 PM 

Additional Opportunities to  
Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
December 12 St. Gilbert, 7PM 
December 13 Prince of Peace,7PM 
December 14 & 21 Transfiguration, 6:30PM-8:00PM  
  English, Spanish & Polish 
December 14 Santa Maria del Poplo  
  English & Spanish, 6:30PM 
December 15 St. Francis De Sales ,6:30–8:00PM 
December 17 & 18 St. Bede – after each weekend Mass 
  (Sat 5pm, Sun 7am, 9am, 11am) 
December 19 St. Peter Volo, 7PM 
December 19 St. Peter Antioch, 7PM 
  
Marytown all year  Tuesdays 10AM–Noon  
  Thursdays 6:30PM–8:00PM 

So that the volunteers may spend the 
holiday with their families, the Childcare 
Room will be closed on the following 
dates:   
 

Christmas Eve and Day, 12/24 & 12/25 
and New Years Eve and Day, 12/31 & 1/1 



THE LOOK OF LOVE 
What does love look like? 

It has feet to go to the poor and needy. 
It has eyes to see misery and want. 

It has ears to hear 
the sighs and sorrows of others. 

—St. Augustine 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,  
 or any readings from the Common of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;  
 Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
 Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b;  
 Lk 7:24-30 
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;  
 Mt 1:1-17 
Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

SIMBANG GABI 2016 
 

Simbang Gabi is a unique Fillipino tradition of cele-
brating nine-day novena of Marian masses to 
heighten our preparation for the celebration of the 

birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Simbang 
Gabi, the participating parishes of Vicariate I, dean-

eries A, B and C offer the faithful a deepening of spiritual experience 
that leads to a more meaningful Christmas season.  
The Mass at St. Mary of the Annunciation is December 23, 7:00 
PM. 
 
Each of the parishes listed below will host one of the evening masses 

DATE TIME PARISH PHONE PASTOR 

Thurs. Dec. 15 7:00PM 6401 Gages Lake Road, Gurnee 847-918-0600 Rev. Greg Houck 

Fri. Dec. 16 7:00PM 2500 Sunset Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-5050 Rev. Patrick Rugen 

Sat. Dec. 17 7:00PM 624 Douglas Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-2875 Rev. Dennis Zalecki 

Sat. Dec. 17 7:00PM 301 East Belevidere, Grayslake 847-223-4731 Rev. John Chrzan 

Sun. Dec. 18 3:00PM 10655 Wadsworth Road, Zion 847-872-8778 Rev. Paul Stemn 

Sun. Dec. 18 5:00PM 15000 Wadsworth Road, Wadsworth 847-244-4161 Rev. Jim Merold 

Mon. Dec. 19 7:00PM 135 South Milwaukee, Lake Villa 847-356-7915 Rev. Gerald Walsh 

Tues. Dec. 20 7:00PM 236 US Hwy 45, Indian Creek 847-362-1005 Rev. Joe Curtis 

Wed. Dec. 21 7:00PM 114 North Lincoln Ave. Round Lake 847-546-3610 Rev. Michael Zoufal 

Fri. Dec. 23 7:00PM 22333 West Erhart Road, Mundelein 847-223-0010 Rev. Jerome Jacob 

PARISH 

St. Paul the Apostle 

St. Dismas 

St. Anastasia 

St. Gilbert 

Our Lady of Humility 

St. Patrick 

Prince of Peace 

St. Mary of Vernon 

St. Joseph 

St. Mary of the  
Annunciation 

Thurs. Dec. 22 7:00PM MBT– Holy Family 450 Keeler Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-2655 Rev. Jacque Beltran 

Maligayang Pasko Sa Inyong Lahat (Merry Christmas to Everyone) 

Prepare for Simbang Gabi 
 The mission of the Filipino-American community of St. 
Mary of the Annunciation is to evangelize God’s love to all and to 
share the rich heritage of our culture. We encourage active partici-
pation of fellow Filipino parishioners to celebrate our Catholic faith 
in liturgy, word, and deed. We are committed to the support of our 
entire community, our parish, and its ministries. 
 We invite you to the Simbang Gabi meetings held after 
the 11:30 AM Mass in meeting room 1. We have family-friendly 
activities planned. For more information or to participate in the 
activities, please contat Evelyn Martin at 224-619-6084, Onnie 
Trinidad at 847-414-3194, or Lani DeLaCruz at 847-927-3218. 
Two more meetings: December 11 and December 18. 

St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Military Ministry 

Lord God, Almighty Father, 
creator of mankind and author of peace, 
as we are ever mindful  
of the cost paid for the liberty we possess, 
we ask you to bless the current members 
of our armed forces and all veterans. 
Give them courage, hope and strength. 
May they ever experience your firm support,  
gentle love and compassionate healing. 
Be their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light. 
To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
A new ministry has begun here at St. Mary and we warmly welcome 
any additional interested members to join us.  Our next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, January 24 at 7:00pm.   
If you would like more information about the St. Mary’s Military Ministry 
please contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office. 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

“Are you the one who is to come?” That’s the question John 
the Baptist’s disciples had for Jesus, but is it one we can ask 

of ourselves today. 2,000 years later, we should know the right 
answer. During Advent, however, Scripture calls on us to reevalu-
ate how we really respond to that query. Jesus’ words to John’s 
followers are also directed to us: Do you see the signs of God’s 
presence in Jesus? Do you believe in them – and in him? What 

does the evidence of our lives show? 
 
You and I need to be in the business of proliferating the signs of God’s 
presence, particularly in the ways Jesus highlights: the blind regain 
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. These 
are not just physical maladies; they are also afflictions of our souls and 
our world that are manifested in our relationships with God and one 
another. We are to bring healing to the afflicted and consolation to 
those burdened by life’s many hardships. 
 
Advent challenges us to prepare for the coming of the Lord. Consider 
the following story as food for thought on how you can approach the 
remaining weeks before Christmas. 
 
One day, out of nowhere, a wonderful gift was given to an order of 
Catholic nuns who devoted themselves to working in the schools of 
Cleveland’s inner city. The gift was a paid vacation for the entire order. 
Vans were supplied and all the necessary money for their trip was 
contributed anonymously. So that summer the nuns closed their house 
and headed to the vacation spot of their choice - the Rocky Mountains. 
 
Most of them had never seen the Rockies except in their imaginations. 
They were awed by the glory of the mountains. They would stop and 
ponder and behold, unable to take their eyes off the majesty they were 
experiencing. The nuns noticed that every time they stopped, Sister 
Margaret would move to the edge of the group and disappear for a 
while. She’d return sometime later. They had no idea what she was 
doing. 
 
At one of their stops they decided they would follow her. She stole 
away from the group and made her way down into a gully. As they 
watched, she bent down and turned a sizable rock upside down. She 
brushed her hands and turned around to walk back up the trail. When 
she looked up, the entire order of nuns was staring at her. “Margaret, 
what are you doing?” they asked. “I’m turning over a rock,” she replied. 
“Do you do that every time?” “Yes,” she answered. “Why do you do 
that?” “Because I will never pass this way again, and it’s my intent to 
have made a difference while I was here. So I turn some rocks over so 
that this place is different because I passed here.” 
 
What rocks are we turning over to make a difference in the world and 
in the lives of others? Is the world different in a positive way because 
we have passed here? What rocks do we need to turn over inside 
ourselves so that the Kingdom of God will make its way through the 
barriers that we put up? Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight his 
paths!! May the testimony of our lives leave no doubt that Jesus is the 
One and there is no other. If you wish to contact me or suggest a topic 
for a future column, please leave a note in the parish office or send an 
email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Christmas “Oplatek” Wafers  
Authentic, Traditional, Blessed Christmas wa-
fers, “Oplatki,” are available at the parish office. 
Each wafer has embossed Nativity scenes. 
 Polish, Slovak and Lithuanian families 
observe this Christmas  tradition. Family mem-

bers and friends break off a piece of Oplatki and give it  to one another 
to eat, expressing the best wishes and blessing upon them  and ask-
ing for forgiveness. Have your family participate in this tender, touch-
ing family celebration of love and forgiveness. 

Pacific Garden Mission Opportunity 
You are invited to come with us to the Pacific Garden mission from 
12:30 to 3:30pm on Sunday January 1st . Pacific Garden Mission of-
fers weary people food, shelter, clothing, medical and dental care. 
Guests are offered the best answer to life’s struggles: faith in Jesus 
 Christ.  
Our group assembles at the Mission on the first Sunday of each month 
from November through April. Carpool with us or drive yourself to the 
mission. Our volunteer group name, Saint Mary of the Annunciation, is 
given at check-in. We sort bedding, serve lunch, clean up and help in 
a variety of other ways. A tour of the Mission is always available to first 
time visitors.  
 Pacific Garden Mission is located in Chicago at 1458 S. 
Canal Street, Chicago, IL. Come as a family or bring a friend if you 
like.  
Carpoolers meet in our Narthex and leave for Chicago by 11:15 am.  
Contact in advance: Jim Robinson or Bill Pohl 
Jw_robinson@sbcglobal.net (847) 970-9213 bpohl@dspins.com (847) 
404-7431 

A Season of Hope 
 Today we can bask in the imagery that the Mass readings offer 
us. In particular, Isaiah’s vision of a parched land that blooms with 
abundant flowers holds a message for each of us. Too often we are 
just like that parched land. We can allow ourselves to become ab-
sorbed in the waves of consumerism that grip so many. We look for 
fulfillment in the things that money can buy. Unfortunately, this leaves 
us like parched land, thirsting for something that money can’t buy. This 
holy season has much to offer to quench our thirsts. In a word, this 
season offers hope. We are told that those who are ransomed by God 
will know joy and gladness. For them, sorrow and mourning will be no 
more. Let us place our hope in these promises. 
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Advent Warmth and Memory 
An enthusiastic crowd enjoyed an evening of prayer and song on Saturday, 
December 3rd when Tony Alonso (left) and Jeanne Cotter (right). wove 
music of the season with prayer and storytelling. We look forward to inviting 
them to our parish again.  



St. Mary Moms 
Monthly meeting: Wednesday, December 14 
9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 (off narthex in main church) 

 
Holiday Ornaments & Cocoa Mugs  
All moms and children welcome. Please join us! 
 
Questions?   
Please  email stmarysmoms1@gmail.com or  
visit us at www.stmaryfc.org (under REP/Youth/Family) 

For Widowed Men & Women 
Being widowed is a special loss, and this program is designed espe-
cially to help the widowed find hope & joy again.  
 
There will be a retreat/workshop Jan.  21 & 22, 2017, at Our Lady of  
the Angels House of Prayer (located  in Lemont on Alvernia Manor’s 
campus). Includes. overnight and meals. 
 Joyful Again Widowed Ministry: 708-354-7211 
You can also see our video on our  website:www.joyfulagain.org  or 
email us at  joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. 



Bible Study 

Coming Soon 
 

A Biblical Walk  
Through the Mass 

by Dr. Edward Sri 
 

Do you understand the meaning behind the parts of the Mass? In his 
video based study A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, Dr. Edward 
Sri explores the roots of the words and gestures we experience at 
Mass, and explains their profound significance. In this study you will 
come to know and understand the Mass like never before, leading you 
to a richer more meaningful worship.  
 
This study is a wonderful opportunity to find a renewed excitement for 
our Catholic liturgy as we head into Lent and the Easter season! 
Watch for more information soon. Sessions begin February 2017. 

 

Office of Human Dignity  
& Solidarity Immigration Ministry 

 
  

“I entrust all child migrants, their families, their communities, and you 
who are close to them, to the protection of the Holy Family of Naza-

reth; may they watch over and accompany each one on their journey” 
~Pope Francis, for the 103rd World Day of Migrants and Refugees 

(10/08/2016) 
 

ACTION: This Advent and Christmas let us remember to pray for all 
migrants, refugees and especially the unaccompanied children in our 
country.  Join the 11th Annual Posada on Friday, December 16, 2016 
from 7:00 am to 9:00 am starting at 101 West Congress and ending at 

St. Peter’s in the Loop. For details visit: 
www.CatholicsAndImmigrants.org. 

esegura@archchicago.org  

New Parish Website 
Our Saint Mary’s website, stmaryfc.org, has a new look! As you look 
around our new website, please note that some areas of the website 
may still be ‘under construction’. If you cannot find a particular piece of 
information, please do not hesitate to contact our parish office at 847-
223-0010 and we can share that information with you. 

DOMESTIC	VIOLENCE	MINISTRY	
 
An Overview of Domestic Violence 
Domestic violence is any kind of behavior that a person uses to control 
an intimate partner through fear and intimidation. It includes physical, 
sexual, psychological, verbal, and economic abuse. Some examples of 
domestic abuse include battering, name-calling and insults, threats to 
kill or harm one's partner or children, destruction of property, marital 
rape, and forced sterilization or abortion.8 
 
Younger, unmarried women are at greatest risk for domestic violence. 
According to a U.S. government survey, 53 percent of victims were 
abused by a current or former girlfriend or boyfriend. One-third of all 
victims were abused by a spouse, while 14 percent said that the of-
fender was an ex-spouse. Women ages 16 to 24 are nearly three times 
as vulnerable to attacks by intimate partners as those in other age 
groups; abuse victims between ages 35 and 49 run the highest risk of 
being killed.9 
 
While abuse cuts across all ethnic and economic backgrounds, some 
women face particular obstacles. Women of color may not view the 
criminal justice system as a source of help. Additionally, in some cul-
tures women feel pressured to keep problems within the home and to 
keep the family together at all costs. Some fear that they will lose face 
in the community if they leave. Immigrant women often lack familiarity 
with the language and legal systems of this country. Their abusers may 
threaten them with deportation. 
 
Women in rural communities may find themselves with fewer re-
sources. The isolation imposed by distance and lack of transportation 
can aggravate their situation. Isolation can also be a factor for women 
who do not work outside the home. They may have less access to 
financial resources and to information about domestic violence. Wom-
en with disabilities and elderly women are also particularly vulnerable 
to violence. 
 
Some who suffer from domestic violence are also victims of stalking, 
which includes following a person, making harassing phone calls, and 
vandalizing property. Eight percent of women in the United States have 
been stalked at some time in their lives, and more than one million are 
stalked annually.10 Stalking is a unique crime because stalkers are 
obsessed with controlling their victims' actions and feelings. A victim 
can experience extreme stress, rage, depression, and an inability to 
trust anyone. 
 
Domestic violence is often shrouded in silence. People outside the 
family hesitate to interfere, even when they suspect abuse is occurring. 
Many times even extended family denies that abuse exists, out of loy-
alty to the abuser and in order to protect the image of the family. Some 
people still argue—mistakenly—that intervention by outside sources 
endangers the sanctity of the home. Yet abuse and assault are no less 
serious when they occur within a family. Even when domestic violence 
is reported, sometimes there are failures to protect victims adequately 
or to punish perpetrators. 
 
For more information and the complete letter go to http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/
domestic-violence/when-i-call-for-help.cfm  
 
St. Mary’s has formed a Domestic Violence Ministry.  If you would like 
more info, please contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office.   





 
 
 

Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. Please call the parish office 
to schedule a time to register. A complete listing of parish services and organizations is available at the parish office. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 
Parish Emergency  

224-358-3210 

22333 W. Erhart Road •Mundelein, Illinois 60060 •WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org     Parish Fax number 847-223-5960 
Pre K–5 School: 847-223-4021  Frassati Catholic Academy (Grades 6–8) 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 

Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike O’Malley, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Mike Alandy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Benjamin Valle Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry      BValle@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, CCLC cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 
Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 
 
Mr. James Shaffer 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

 

Pastoral Council 

Jon Matousek  
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 

Jill Stowe 
Roni Hertel 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Will Roberts 
Danielle LoMastro  

Bob Lyman  
Sara Gunther 
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