
 MAY 21, 2017  ●  6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Jn 15:26 — 16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;  
 Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23;  
 Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension); otherwise  
 Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23;  
 Mt 28:16-20 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
www.stmaryfc.org 

 

Celebrating 25 years of priesthood 



Mass Intentions 
Monday, May 22, Saint Rita of Cascia 
8:00AM †Salvatore, Michelina Panettieri req. Family 
 †Gloria Kubak req. Loretta Kandefer 
Tuesday, May 23 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt 
 †Rosa Schiele req. Brad & Carol Hansen & Family 
Wednesday, May 24 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
 †Tom Miller 3rd Anniversary req. Parents Tom & Pat 
Thursday, May 25, The Ascension of Lord 
8:00AM †Marlene Haertle req. Friends and Family 
9:00AM †Sophia Kirn req. Daughter Nancy & Jeff Uhler Family 
Friday, May 26, Saint Philip Neri, Priest 
8:00AM †Wendi Roberts req. Ann Scot Biouin 
 †Carolyn Groff req. Sister Jane Finerty 
Wedding: 2:30PM Lana Mangio & Mark Galera 
Saturday, May 27 
Wedding 2:30PM Candace Schlesser & Steven Martinson 
5:00PM †Jerry Tokars req. Senour Family 
 †Darrell Harmon, Sr. Father of Darrell Harmon 
   req. Amy Thompson Family 
 †Leon Wilkens req. Anton & Deon Loyal 
 †Vernon Ladewig req. Dick & Nancy Bingham 
 †Lorant Welles req. Wife Nydia Wells & Family 
 †John Rappa req. Jeanette Teller 
Sunday, May 28 
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
9:30AM †Judy Chiocca req. Tony & Kathie Barrett 
 †Evelyn Titus req. Ron & Pat Smith 
 †Karla Adams req. Betty Steiner & Family 
 †Jim & †Sophia Kirn req. Jeff & Nancy Uhler Family 
 †Frank Barsocch req. Ed & Dolores Leuthner  
11:30AM Living Steven, Rachel & Lucas Copenhaver 
  7th Wedding Anniversary 
 †Leon Wilkens req. Wife Virginia & Family 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob Fr. Alexander Fr. Alexander 

Deacons Deacon Howard Preach Deacon Mike Preach Deacon Bob Deacon Bob 

Lectors C. Hendricks 
J. Schwartz 

S. Bosshart 
K. Lenzen 

M. Ori 
M. Grady 

R. Melnick 
S. Poletto 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS MAY 27 & 28 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon  
D. Prezell 
J. Sinkovec 
D. Suhling 
C. Sullivan  
P. Sullivan 
C. Kasamis 
D. Washburn 
S. Washburn 

Deacon 
L. Roberts 
B. Roberts 
A. Rafferty III 
P. Tekampe 
M. Tekampe 
R. Peterson 
D. Fuller 
L. Zucco 

Deacon 
C. Perrelle, AM Perrelle 
S. Gunther 
K. Pieniazkwicz 
C. Lutzow 
D. Slater 
J. Rutledge 
R. Fisher, J. Fisher 
T. Gawne 

Deacon 
M. Nelsen 
B. Kupsak 
G. VanCura 
V. VanCura 
N. Martin 
E. Martin 
D. Wittgen 
E McPherson 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, May 21—Fr. Jerry 25th Anniversary 

9:30AM Childcare 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 

Monday, May 22 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 

Tuesday, May 23 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
9:00AM Mary’s Circle 
9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
7:00PM Military Ministry 
7:30PM Lectio Divina Bible Study 

Wednesday, May 24 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
3:30PM Human Concerns Commission Meeting 
6:00PM Altar Server Training 
7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, May 25 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
9:00AM Mass 

Friday, May 26 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
9:00AM Women’s Prayer Group Lord, Teach Me to Pray 

Saturday, May 27 
5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 

Sunday, May 28 
9:30AM Childcare 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 

WEDDING BANNS 
Jennifer Cayton & Kyle Mobus II 

Amy Moon & Kevin Pettit II 
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   Dear Parishioners, 
    
   I am so grateful to be able to  
   celebrate the 25th Anniversary of  
   Ordination this weekend with family 
and friends and parishioners representing the four parishes that 
I have served as a priest. I have had the privilege of serving at 
St. Hubert in Hoffman Estates, St. Raymond in Mount Pro-
spect, St. Edna in Arlington Heights, and now here at St. Mary 
of the Annunciation. Every assignment has helped me to be-
come the priest I am today by the grace of God.  
 
As a young man I spent many hours singing in church choirs 
and later as a cantor for Sunday Mass, weddings and funerals. 
My parents actually met while singing in the choir at St. Viator 
parish on Addison Street in Chicago. My mom was a soprano 
and my dad was a tenor. Through my parents’ dedication to the 
music of the liturgy, I fell in love with the beauty of the sacred 
liturgy. While there is a profound mystery surrounding the 
“call” to priesthood, I know that God used the gift of music to 
speak to my heart. The gift of music has sustained me in my 
prayer, comforted me in my sorrow, and filled me with hope 
and joy for the future. That is why I so resonate with the old 
Quaker hymn, “How Can I Keep From Singing.”    
 
Priesthood just as in life is a journey. The early years of priest-
hood for me included times of darkness and questioning. I 
know that I have grown over these past 25-years as a man and 
as a priest. My own sinfulness and human weakness are always 
before me. I have had my own share of struggles and frustra-
tions over these years, but these pale compared to the joy and 
profound sense of gratitude that I feel today. How can one put 
words to the experience of being entrusted with the privilege of 
celebrating the sacrifice of the Mass each day? Looking into the 
eyes of a young couple about to be married?  Comforting those 
who grieve the loss of a love one? How can I describe all the 
privileged moments that I have shared with thousands of people 
each week – the many Baptisms, First Communions, Confirma-
tions, anointings and confessions over 25 years?  For me it has 
simply been amazing and I thank God for calling me to this 
way of life and for never giving up on me when I have doubted 
or lost heart.  
 
Being a priest is about loving Jesus, loving the Sacraments, and 
falling in love with the people God places in your life. To serve 
as a parish priest is about spending your life being devoted to 
the families of that community, much like a father cares for his 
own family: laughing, praying, grieving, comforting, encourag-
ing, working with, and instilling in their hearts a sense of grati-
tude and hope. I am so very grateful for my own family, and for 
the gift of my nieces and nephews who have allowed me to 
share in their lives as they continue to discover their own call-
ings in this life. I have been blessed with many friends who 

have prayed for me, encouraged, challenged, loved, and forgiv-
en me. Know that I love you all. I also want to thank my broth-
er priests with whom I have shared life in the rectory, along 
with my priest prayer group and the many priests who have 
been my mentors and who have inspired me. With such joy and 
gratitude in my heart, how can I keep from singing?  
 
I am pleased to welcome Deacon Alan Sedivy back into active 
ministry. Cardinal Cupich officially assigned him to serve the 
people of St. Mary of the Annunciation effective June 1st 2017. 
Al was ordained to the Permanent Diaconate for the Archdio-
cese of Chicago on May 1, 1993. In his previous assignments 
he has served the people of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. 
Catherine Laboure parishes in Glenview. He also assisted as the 
Chaplain at Chicago Read Mental Hospital in ministering to the 
residents. Al’s wife Mary Ann has devoted much of her life to 
music ministry and was the director of music at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help for many years prior to her retirement. Al and 
Mary Ann relocated to Mundelein over two years ago, joined 
St. Mary and began singing in the parish choir. I have known 
Al and Mary Ann for over thirty years, as Our Lady Of Perpet-
ual Help was my home parish. Mary Ann actually coordinated 
the music at my First Mass at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 25 
years ago! 
 
I am also pleased to welcome Fr. Ken Kiepura back to St. Mary 
for weekend assistance during these summer months. Fr. Ken 
was ordained in 1969.  He was pastor of St. Mary in Buffalo 
Grove and served many years at St. Joseph in Libertyville. Fr. 
Ken is now officially a Florida resident in his retirement but has 
offered assistance to St. Mary and I gratefully accepted.    
 
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry 

Deacon Al and Mary Ann 
 Sedivy 

Fr. Ken Kiepura 



St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Altar Server Training 
(4th grade and older) 
You are invited to participate in training to become 
an Altar Server! Two sessions will be offered; you 
only need to attend 1 COMPLETE session to 
receive all the training. All sessions will be held in 

the new church.  
You must sign up for the training. 

 
Wednesday, May 24th       6:00-8:00pm 
Wednesday, May 31st        6:00-8:00pm 

 
Please sign up by emailing the Altar Server Ministry Coordinator, Tom 
Forster, at teforster@yahoo.com / 847.975.0987 
 
Altar serving promotes responsibility, accountability, leadership and 
above all, teamwork. It is also a chance for young people to get to 
know other Catholic children which helps reinforce moral and ethical 
values our children need to face the difficult issues in today’s socie-
ty. all servers are expected to sign up to serve at least one Weekend 
Mass each month. 

REP Registration 2017-2018 
Registration forms for the 2017-2018 year are available on the parish 
web site and on the information counter in the narthex. As has been 
our practice for the last several years, registration forms are not 
mailed to families. 
 All families must be registered parishioners in order to enroll 
children in our program. If you are new to the area and would like to 
register with the parish, please contact me. Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions at smatous@stmota.org. 
—Sue Matousek, Director of Religious Education 

Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic Chapel 
following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday through Thursday. 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in the 
Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately following 
the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament.  

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

Featured CD for May 
 

Can You Trust God? 
by Dr. Tim Gray 

 
Since the fall of our first parents, humanity has been tempted to mis-
trust the love that God the Father has for us. Scripture scholar Dr. Tim 
Gray takes us on a journey that addresses the pervasive misconcep-
tions that God is quick to anger, that the God of the Old and New Tes-
taments are different, and that God doesn’t have a merciful heart for 
us. You will see that you can trust our heavenly Father, who is truly 
one with his Son.  

 
Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 

Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the 
parish to continue the program and offer new material. 

 
EXTREMES 
If you wish to go to extremes, let it be in 
sweetness, patience, humility, and charity. 
—St. Philip Neri 

Stewardship Report   
Sunday Collection May 14, 2017  $           20,051.30  
Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,288.00  
Difference  $            (1,236.70) 

   
Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $       1,006,513.54  
Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $          979,248.00  
Difference  $            27,265.54  
Difference vs. Last Year  $            (6,460.64) 
   
Catholic Charities 5/14/17  $             9,677.60  
Catholic Charities Prior Year  $            11,347.27  
Difference  $             (1,669.67)  

*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   
 



ST. MARY OF THE ANNUNCIATION 

Results through April 30, 2017 
       

 Pledges  Amount     

Goal  $2,350,000      

Pledges  $2,675,572   114% of goal 

Pledges Made  501      

       

Payments Received  $949,428   35% of pledge$ 

Balance Remaining   $1,726,144      

       

 Campaign Allocations1  Target  To-Date  Target% 

Archdiocesan Education and Formation  $642,000  $379,771  59% 

St. Mary Construction Debt2  $1,200,000  $569,657  47% 

St. Mary Capital Projects3  $508,000  $0  0% 

Total:  $2,350,000  $949,428   

       

1. Campaign payments are 
divided 60% to St. Mary and 
40% to the Archdiocese until 
the Archdiocesan Education 
and Formation target is 
reached. After that point 100% 
of the funds come to St. Mary. 

2. The Archdiocese will match 
our debt payment on a 3-to-1 
basis. The $1.2 million from St. 
Mary plus the $3.6 million from 
the Archdiocese will eliminate 
our $4.8 million construction 
debt 

3. St. Mary Capital Projects to 
be funded by the campaign 
once the Archdiocesan Debt 
Retirement targets have been 
met are: the repaving of our 
parking lots; and remodeling the 
basement of the 1889 Church 
for use by PADS and parish 
groups. 

To Teach Who Christ Is Capital Campaign Update 
 

The results from our latest monthly Archdiocesan update are shown below. Thanks to the generous gifts of our 
parishioners, St. Mary continues to make excellent progress towards our capital campaign goals. We thank all those 
whose generous sacrifices are enabling St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish to move boldly into the future. 

Country Fest Update and Request 
Planning for our new Country Fest event is well underway! Among the improvements 
we are looking to make is the addition of prizes to our raffle. In particular, we would 
be grateful if anyone would be willing to donate pairs of tickets for the Cubs, Sox, 
Hawks, Bears, Bulls or Wolves. If you wish to make such a gift to St. Mary’s for our 

raffle, please contact Howard Fischer in the parish office. Your gen-
erosity and assistance are greatly appreciated! 

 We are working on a number of other enhance-
ments as well, including bingo, a baggo tournament, and a 
new menu. The committee is hard at work putting Coun-
try Fest together and there will be more exciting news as 
plans are finalized. Be sure to watch the bulletin and par-

ish web site for upcoming announcements. In the 
meantime, please block Sunday, August 6th on 
your calendar and plan on joining your friends and 

fellow parishioners for an enjoyable afternoon of food, 
beverages and fun!!  



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Often we seem to equate faith with the intellectual acceptance 
of certain doctrines. We run though the mental list of essen-

tials: God is a Trinity of three persons in one God? Check. Jesus 
is fully divine and fully human? Check. Jesus suffered, died and 
rose again? Check…  But Jesus tells us throughout the Gospels 
that true faith involves more than just our intellects; it engages our 

whole selves. Faith must live in relationships – us with God, us with 
one another, all of us together with God. A faith that is truly alive will 
be continually expressed in our actions. Faith that is simply contained 
inside our craniums is not sufficient. 
 

Or perhaps we equate faith with the regular practice of the rituals as-
sociated with our religion – sacraments, devotions, prayers, customs, 
etc. And while these things are necessary and praiseworthy, they are 
not ends unto themselves. Our rituals are intended give praise to God, 
to nurture and strengthen our relationship with Him, and to dispose us 
to receiving the power of His grace – power that will help us live the 
Gospel more completely and energetically. A faith that is truly alive will 
be continually expressed in our daily thoughts, words and actions. 
Faith that is limited to religious rituals alone is not sufficient. 
 

You’ll notice that in today’s Gospel passage Jesus says, "If you love 
me, you will keep my commandments.” The starting point is that we 
love Jesus. That is his first desire for us – that we love him. But that 
love must then find expression in tangible actions. For without a living, 
demonstrated commitment, words of love and piety are simply hollow, 
fleeting sentiment.  
 

Last week, St. Peter’s letter said that true disciples are living stones 
that together build a spiritual house. So you and I need to ask our-
selves: Are we living stones or just inert rocks? Are we helping to take 
care of the poor and neglected? Do we try to bridge differences of 
race, culture and language or do we magnify them? Are we proclaim-
ing Christ to the world by our words and deeds, or do we lock our-
selves safely behind the doors of conformity and routine and ritual 
because we are afraid of rejection or of giving offense?  
 

We have all heard the old question, “If you were arrested for being a 
Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?” Of course, 
you and I try to live as Jesus’ disciples. But we need to ask ourselves 
whether we are doing as much as we can or whether we simply try to 
fit God into our lives when it’s convenient or when the cost is minimal. 
Are we allowing worry or indifference to confine us to a comfort zone 
from which we rarely emerge? 
 

An African missionary came home to the United States on a furlough. 
While here, he decided he wanted to return to his mission with a useful 
gift. He decided on a sundial to help the village tell time. When he got 
back to Africa, the people were delighted with the gift. In fact, they 
prized it so much that they proceeded to build a hut around the sundial 
to protect it!! 
 

Too often we do the same thing with our faith. Out of fear or a lack of 
attention, we keep our faith safely encased and rob it of its power to 

give life, life for ourselves and life for the world. However, the Lord is 
telling us that we need to set aside our worries and our lethargy and 
take up his works and follow his instructions. A true, sincere love of 
Jesus is demonstrated through a life of committed, all-consuming, 
sacrificial love that embodies the Beatitudes and embraces the Lord’s 
commandments. Anything less is half-baked at best or a charade at 
worst. A facade of Christianity does not pass muster with others, let 
alone with God. 
 
Thankfully, Jesus has not left us as orphans to fend for ourselves; he 
sends the Spirit to inspire, guide and strengthen us. As true lovers of 
the Lord, may you and I open ourselves to the gifts of the Spirit and 
live in the loving obedience of charity, service, and sacrifice demanded 
by the Gospel. If you wish to contact me, please leave a note in the 
Parish Office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.  

Women’s Prayer Group 
Lord, Teach Me to Pray 
 
A Spiritual Journey  
with St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 
Lord, Teach Me to Pray is a three-part Igna-
tian prayer series developed to meet the 
desire for on-going spiritual growth; for an 
appropriate response to the call to holiness; 
and for a deeper commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord.  In facilitated 
faith-sharing prayer communities, the Lord, himself, teaches us to 
pray.  
 
Part 1 - Praying Christian Virtues 
Prayer group sessions through 6/9. 
The prayer group will meet in the hospitality suite at St. Mary from 9:00 
am to 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 26, June 2, 9 and 16, 2017 
 
To register or for more information on the group forming at St. Mary’s: 
please contact Diane Igielski  by phone at 847-469-8470 
or by email at igi01@comcast.net 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROGRAM, PLEASE VISIT  
lordteachmetopray.com. 





Reflecting on God’s Word 
The head nurse had called Mary Beth in desperation. 
“The patient in 207 can’t talk because of her throat cancer 
surgery. She is so agitated by her daughters that I’m con-
cerned about her recovery. They fight over everything 
from what treatment she should receive to where she 
should go when we release her from the hospital. Help!” 
Mary Beth had done pastoral care in the hospital long 
enough to have gotten a reputation with the nursing staff 
for her healing presence. She was only in the room ten 
minutes before the patient was calm and smiling, and the 
sisters had agreed to sit down with a social worker to 
discuss their options. 
 In today’s first reading we see the Holy Spirit at 
work in Philip, Peter, and John. They are living proof that 
Jesus’ healing presence lives in them. With words, prayer, 
and touch they communicate the Spirit that unites the 
crowds, heals the sick, and brings the Samaritans to life in 
the Spirit. Looking back at previous Easter readings from 
the Acts of the Apostles, we can see that now all the be-
lievers in the ancient world are united in the Spirit—Jews 
in Jerusalem, Hellenist Greek-speaking Jews, Gentiles, 
and now Samaritans. They are cured of their divisions 
and united in harmony through the healing presence of 
the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! 

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications.  

All rights reserved. Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Martin Lavin, Thomas Meskel  
Jieneen Metcalf 

 
 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 

Rita Wismer, Agnes Asmussen 
          John Marciniak, Norma Garcia 

SIGN-UP NOW! 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017 

JUNE 12-16 
VBS 2017 is a victory celebration! At Mighty 

Fortress VBS, children learn that in Jesus, the victory is won! They’ll 
look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and explore five Bible accounts 
about God, our Mighty Fortress, and the victory Jesus has won for us. 
 
 Registration materials are currently on the parish web 

site at www.stmaryfc.org or in the kiosk in the narthex. This is a 
fun packed week that needs lots of volunteers, so please fill out the 
volunteer form and join us for this exciting annual event! 

People of Hope 
 Throughout this Easter season the readings have drawn us 
into the experience of the early church. We have tasted the ex-
citement and zeal of the first Christians. Now, with them, we 
listen to the words of Saint Peter, who reminds us that when 
people notice that we are people of hope, we should be ready to 
explain why. This challenges us. Do others even notice that we 
are people of hope? In a world often marked by cynicism and 
hopelessness, do we stand out as people who offer hope and 
reassurance to others? In today’s Gospel Jesus promises that 
when he leaves the earth he will not leave us orphaned. Today 
he promises to send his Advocate, the Spirit of truth who will be 
with us always. Let us acknowledge the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and ask the Spirit to make us people of hope. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Care for Creation Listening Session 
Join with other parishes in Vicariate 1 for a Care for Creation Listening 
Session  
 
Saturday, June 17, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
St. Francis de Sales Parish 135 South Buesching Road Lake Zurich 
 
RSVP online at https://goo.gl/forms/pHBYvkEC9zQqgqb03 or call the 
Office of Human Dignity and Solidarity at 312.534.5393 As people of 
faith, we have a moral responsibility to be good stewards of God’s 
creation. Pope Francis urges us to have “a new dialogue about how 
we are shaping the future of our planet. We need a conversation which 
includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergo-
ing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all.”  
 
Join us as we reflect on our Catholic faith, and how it calls on us to be 
in right relationship with God, with one another, and with the earth as 
we build a healthy planet for our children’s future and for the wellbeing 
of all humanity.  



Easter Symbol: Wood 
On Good Friday two crisscrossed planks of lumber were carried into church. A voice sang out, 

“This is the wood of the cross, on which hung the Savior of the world.” And all of us gathered 

there stepped forward to give glory to God by venerating this holy wood. 

For us Christians, wood calls many things to mind: A cypress ark saved creation from 

the flood. Moses held high his walking stick to divide the sea. When God asked Abraham to 

sacrifice his son Isaac, the boy carried the wood for his own funeral pyre. But God chose life, 

not death, for Abraham’s beloved son. 

There is a legend that the cross of Christ was hewn from Eden’s long‑dead tree of 

life. The blood of Christ brought this wood to life so that it flowered afresh. 

In your home, honor the life‑giving cross. Hang it in the place you pray. If you have 

no cross, a couple of branches would make a fine one. During this Easter season keep some 

spring flowers alongside it. 

Celebrate the resurrection by planting a tree. Give God glory that two ordinary pieces 

of wood have become a promise of paradise. 

 
Easter Symbol: Wax 
Eastertime is the 50‑day‑long season from 

Easter Sunday until Pentecost, May 22 this 

year. Throughout this time the paschal candle 

shines in church. This candle is an image of 

the risen body of Christ. It was kindled and 

consecrated with great ceremony on Easter 

Eve. 

When people are baptized into the 

church, they are given candles lit from the 

paschal candle. They are told to keep their 

lamps burning brightly throughout their lives. 

At funerals the paschal candle shines on the 

dead, like a pillar of fire to guide them to the 

promised land. 

A burning candle is a sign of 

self‑sacrifice. It consumes itself in a blaze of 

glory. Traditionally, the church’s candles are 

made from beeswax. A beehive is a symbol of 

the church, where everyone is called to work 

together for the common good. 

Many households light a fine, fat 

candle every mealtime, and indeed, every 

time they gather to pray. It is a holy habit. 

When you light a candle in prayer you might 

say, “Jesus Christ is the light of the world, a 

light no darkness can extinguish.” Or say the 

words proclaimed at the Easter Vigil, “Light of 

Christ! Thanks be to God!” 

 
Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 
Publications, Chicago IL ; 1‑800‑933‑1800; www.ltp.org. Text by 
Peter Mazar. Art by Vicki Shuck. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. 



Comment In today’s Gospel, Je-
sus promises the Spirit. His words are 
part of the lengthy Last Supper discourse, 
which only John records. We can assume 
that as John assembled his Gospel, he 
chose to set these words of Jesus at the 
Last Supper. Their placement there 
heightens their importance and invites us 
to pay close attention. The discourse of 
Jesus becomes clearer after his death and 
resurrection. The Apostles needed time to 
absorb all that they had heard and seen. 
John goes out of his way to remind us of 
this at the end of his Gospel where he 
muses that if he were to write of every-
thing Jesus did, there wouldn’t be enough 
books in the world to contain what could 
be written (John 21:25). 
 
But John does remember and record all 
we need. Through the inspiration of the 
Spirit, he writes about Jesus’ promise of 
the Holy Spirit. The dreaded specter of 
the apostles losing Jesus was enough to 

sink them. The ominous signs of his 
demise were too fearful to think about. 
In the dark night that precedes the dark-
er Good Friday, Jesus utters words of 
comfort. He promises to give his fol-
lowers a Paraclete—a helper, advocate, 
or mediator. Jesus continues to assure 
the apostles that where the Paraclete is, 
there Jesus will be also. They will see 
this on the day he returns—the day of 
his resurrection, but also on that final 
day at the end of time. 
 
Jesus’ words here must be accepted by 
the apostles. It will take time for them to 
realize what Jesus means and how they 
are to respond. Jesus calls them to obe-
dience. To obey means to listen deeply 
and to heed all he has commanded. 
Obedience is not slavish or uninformed. 
It is deeply felt and acted on. 
 
The second reading gives us a string of 
successes. The Acts of the Apostles lists 
in headline fashion the miracles and 
marvels that are occurring throughout 
Galilee and Samaria. We read of the 
work of the deacon Philip in Samaria 
and of Peter and John. We detect an 
ordering of ministries. Philip the deacon 
baptizes; Peter and John journey from 
Galilee to Samaria to confer the Holy 
Spirit. God’s grace is abundant, marvels 
abound; joy reaches a fever pitch. Clear-
ly, the promised Spirit of God sent by 
Jesus is everywhere and everywhere 
effective. Clearly, the generosity of God 
is received by a grateful people.  
 
We have good reason to imagine Peter 
as a mercurial kind of person. His deni-
als of Jesus are threefold; his sorrow is 
deep. We remember stories of him: he 
does not want Jesus to wash his feet; 
then he wants Jesus to bathe him entire-
ly. He leaps before he looks. He speaks 

before he thinks. 
 
Nonetheless, Peter is the one Jesus chose 
to lead the rest. The Acts of the Apostles 
clearly depicts him as the leader. In the 
excerpt from his first letter that is today’s 
second reading, we hear the sweet voice 
of reason. In this reading, he is anything 
but mercurial. This letter is one of the 
“catholic epistles.” It is not addressed to a 
specific person or church as many of the 
epistles of the Christian Scriptures are. 
Scholars tell us that this letter was com-
posed about 64 A.D. and was sent from 
Rome to Gentile Christians residing in 
northeast Asia Minor. These Christians 
were a beleaguered minority. The perse-
cution they experienced was not the red 
hot kind. It was the cool and cruel kind 
that shunned, ostracized, teased. This 
kind of behavior can wear one down. 
Peter knows this, and offers sage, sea-
soned, comforting advice to his flock. He 
urges the sweet side of enthusiasm. He 
asks a lot of these Christians. He encour-
ages inner strength, gentleness of manner 
and speech. He requests forbearance ra-
ther than retaliation. He asks of them an 
amazing resilience of soul drawn directly 
from their veneration of Christ, who is the 
Lord whom they are called to imitate. 
 

Reflection 
The promised Paraclete is as strongly 
among us as on the first day. The Church 
is as surely guided. It is incumbent upon 
us to deepen our awareness of the abiding 
Spirit. It falls to us during this Easter time 
to cultivate a deepening sense of that 
presence and then to act from that deep 
source. No other source will do for Chris-
tians. It is our vocation to follow. 
 
Copyright © 2004, World Library Publications. All rights 
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SIXTH	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	
FIRST READING: Acts 8:5–8, 14–17     RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 66:1–3, 4–5, 6–7, 16, 20 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:15–18     GOSPEL: John 14:15–21 

Enthusiasm Enthusiasm	is	a	wonderful	word	derived	from	a	Greek	
word	 that	refers	 to	being	 inspired	by	God.	Today,	 the	word	has	come	on	hard	
times.	Enthusiasm	 is	often	 identi ied	as	an	over-exuberant,	unmoored	emotion.	
Let	us	return	to	the	original	meaning	of	enthusiasm:	the	kind	that	is	moored	to	
and	inspired	by	God,	the	kind	that	brings	poise	and	buoyancy.	



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. Please call the parish office 
to schedule a time to register. A complete listing of parish services and organizations is available at the parish office. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 
Parish Emergency  

224-358-3210 

22333 W. Erhart Road •Mundelein, Illinois 60060 •WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org     Parish Fax number 847-223-5960 
Pre K–5 School: 847-223-4021  Frassati Catholic Academy (Grades 6–8) 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 

Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Benjamin Valle Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry      BValle@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, CCLC cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 
Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 
 
Mr. James Shaffer 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

 

Pastoral Council 

Jon Matousek  
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 

Jill Stowe 
Roni Hertel 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Will Roberts 
Danielle LoMastro  

Bob Lyman  
Sara Gunther 
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