
 MAY 28, 2017  ●  ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
We can get caught up in the details and miss the heart of 
the message today. Where did Jesus go? Is heaven “up 
there”? Why doesn’t Matthew’s Gospel have Jesus being 
taken up? Doesn’t this feast remove Jesus from us, to 
some place where he “sits at the right hand of the Fa-
ther”? Sound a little disengaged? 
 In his introduction to the writings of St. Bernard 
of Clairvaux, Jean Leclercq writes that the mystery of the 
Ascension fulfilled the mystery of love in which Jesus 
returns to the glory of the Father. The Son then sends the 
Spirit to unite us with the Father in love. Thus, in Ber-
nard’s thought, the Ascension is a symbol for the passage 
of Christ from his life in mortal flesh to glorious life in the 
Spirit. This same transition from flesh to Spirit can also be 
accomplished in us, since it has already taken place in 
Christ. 
 But we are not simply passive recipients. There is 
work to be done. Luke’s angels bluntly tell the apostles to 
get moving. Matthew’s final scene spells out the work: 
“Go forth and make disciples, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching 
others to observe all that I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:19). Witness to Jesus, in word and 
deed. 
 The task of spreading the good news that is Jesus 
Christ, teaching others about him, can seem daunting. 
But we are not alone. We have the promise that the Holy 
Spirit will work with us; in Matthew, Jesus’ final words 
are reassuring: “I am with you always” (28:20). That is 
reason enough to work with confidence. 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living God’s Word 
We pray: Loving Father, give us your Spirit of wisdom and revela-
tion to enlighten the eyes of our hearts, so we may have the hope 
that accompanies your call and come to the glory that is our inher-
itance. May your great power be at work in us, raising us to new 
life as it did your Son Jesus. Amen. 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;  
 Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16;  
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Lk 1:39-56 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  
 Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7;  
 Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or  
 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2a, 24, 35c,  
 27-28, 29bc-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39  
 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;  
 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
www.stmaryfc.org 



Mass Intentions 
Monday, May 29 
9:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Tuesday, May 30 
8:00AM Living Mary DiPiero req. Bernadette Schembari 
 †Darrell D. Harmon, Sr. Father of Darrell Harmon 
 req. Brad & Carol Hansen & Family 
Wednesday, May 31, The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00AM Living Mary DiPiero req. Bernadette Schembari 
 †Helen Horton req. Rosalie Giuarato 
 †Vernon Ladewig req. Brian & Nancy Jansen 
Thursday, June 1, Saint Justin Martyr 
8:00AM Living Mary DiPiero req. Bernadette Schembari 
 †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
9:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. G. Schmidt Family 
Friday, June 2 
8:00AM †Marlene Haertle req. Friends & Family 
 †Judy Valancius 
 †Connie Murden  
 req. Daughter Mary Lou Loomis & Family 
Saturday, June 3 
5:00PM †Rita Schmidt req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Wendi Roberts  
 req. Parents Joyce & †Vernon Ladewig & Family 
 †John Pryga req. Wife Rosemarie & Family 
 †Bill Richardson req. Tom & Sally Hanley 
 †Rosa Schiele req. Tom & Janice Powell 
Sunday, June 4 
7:30AM Living 70th Wedding Anniversary 
 Stanley & Rosemary Cota 
 For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation  
9:30AM †Ron Bartoli req. The Family 
 †Salvatore, †Michelina Panettieri req. Family 
 †Sr. Grace Panettieri req. Family 
 †Josephine Panettieri req. Family 
 †Teresa Motyka req. Godek Family 
 †Bertha Hirtz req. Rick & Fran Free 
 †Harry Barrett 
 †Jim & †Sophia Kirn r 
 eq. Daughter Nancy & Jeff Uhler Family 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Kiepura Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob Fr. Alexander 

Deacons Deacon Mike 
Deacon Al 

Deacon Mike Deacon Gary Deacon Gry 

Lectors J. Koch 
P. Koch 

K. Lenzen 
A. Kuderna 

B. Slack 
M. Arata 

J. Matousek 
K. Crotty 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS JUNE 3 & 4, 2017 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
E. Boyd 
T. Powell, J. Powell 
C. Fisher 
L. Green 
D. Harmon, S. Harmon 
S. Tracy 

Deacon 
L. Bosshart 
C. Cline 
D. Fuller 
R. Hegerle 
M. Sikorski 
M. Manning, M. Manning 
R. Peterson 

Deacon 
C. Perrelle, AM Perrelle 
J. Fosselman 
S. Gunther 
C. Lutzow 
D. Slater 
H. Stumpf 
K. Arata, E. Arata 
J. Rutledge 

Deacon 
E. McPherson 
J Ferrigan 
D. Ceglarek 
M. Schofeld 
J. Weiler 
D. Weiler 
M. Job 
K. Job 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, May 28 
9:30AM Childcare 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Monday, May 29—Memorial Day Parish Office Closed 
9:00AM Mass in Little Church 
9:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Tuesday, May 30 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
9:00AM Mary’s Circle 
9:00AM Lectio Davina Bible Study 
7:30PM Lectio Davina Bible Study 
Wednesday, May 31 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
6:00PM Altar Server Training 
7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
7:00PM Country Fest Meeting 
Thursday, June 1 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
9:00AM Mass 
Friday, June 2 
8:00AM Mass in Little Church 
8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
9:00AM Women’s Prayer Group 
Saturday, June 3– House of Peace Rosary Sale 
9:00AM Baptismal Preparation for First Time Parents 
5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Sunday, June 4—House of Peace Rosary Sale 
9:30AM Children 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
1:00PM Baptismal Preparation for 2nd & 3rd Time Parents 

Mass Intentions Continued 
Sunday, June 4 
11:30AM †Thomas J. Schnite req. Wife Bev & Family 
 †Joseph Cwilik req. Mary Marcheschi 
 †Ermelo Perze req. Perez Family 



THE	ASCENSION	OF	THE	LORD	
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1–11     RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:17–23     GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16–20 

Leaving At	 one	 time	 or	 another	 in	 our	 life,	we	

know	we	must	take	leave.	We	may	leave	a	home,	a	job,	a	
way	of	life.	We	leave	because	we	believe	something	better	
lies	ahead.	We	do	not	do	this	lightly.	We	leave	with	a	tinge	
of	sadness	and	a	measure	of	hope.	

one duly authorized to give the apostles the mission of teach-
ing, baptizing, and carrying out all he had commanded.  
 
The questioning and anxious waiting, which are recorded in the 
first reading, are absent in today’s Gospel proclamation. The 
whole of Jesus’ ministry is handed on to the eleven. Their mis-
sion is to reach the ends of the earth. They are assured that Je-
sus will be with them everywhere and always, right up to the 
end of time. 
 

Reflection The death, resurrection, and ascension of Je-
sus Christ, as well as the descent of the Holy Spirit, comprise 
the inseparable Paschal Mystery. We take each event in time, of 
course. We observe and honor one facet, then another through-
out Triduum and the Easter season. Our celebration of the As-
cension of the Lord focuses on Jesus’ necessary departure. The 
apostles had been warned, or reminded, “I tell you the sober 
truth, it is much better for you that I go. If I fail to go, the Para-
clete will never come to you, whereas if I go, I will send him to 
you” (John 16:7). 
 
Jesus will no longer be present in the old, familiar way. He 
whom they have seen with their very own eyes, he whom they 
have touched will no longer be there. We can easily sympathize 
with the apostles. We can forgive them for staring up to heaven 
in awe, riveted to that place on earth, wishing this were not so. 
Or wishing they could join him. Or wishing he would return 
soon. But the apostles have a mission. They also have the assur-
ance of Jesus’ presence with them to the very ends of the earth 
and until the end of all time. God has all space and all time cov-
ered, so to speak. 
 
For the apostles this is quite a stretch. They must tarry awhile 
on this earth. They must learn that though Jesus left them, he 
did not abandon them. He is wholly present. It is for them to 
receive and experience and know him in a new way. This will 
make all the difference to them; it will make all the difference 
in the world. 
 
Copyright © 2004, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Comment Only Mark and Luke speak directly about the 
ascension of Jesus. Mark gives us only a single line. Luke, on 
the other hand, is more expansive. He also recalls the Ascension 
narration in the opening of his second book of the Christian 
Scriptures—the Acts of the Apostles. This second narration, 
taken from Acts, is our first reading today. Luke alone states 
that Jesus’ ascension occurred forty days after the Resurrection. 
 
As Jesus returns to the Father and thus disappears from their 
sight, the apostles remain riveted and absorbed. The angels have 
to bring them back to earth, so to speak. They address the apos-
tles, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there?” The words 
are reminiscent of the angels addressing the stunned women at 
the tomb on Easter morning: “He is not here, for he has been 
raised, just as he said” (Matthew 28:6). 
 
Today’s Gospel proclamation is solemn and grave. Matthew’s 
Gospel does not mention Jesus’ ascension. Rather, Matthew is 
concerned about handing on the mission of Jesus. The apostles 
offer homage; Jesus acknowledges this gesture by announcing 
that God, his Father, is the source of his authority. Jesus acts as 



Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic 
Chapel following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday 
through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in 
the Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately 
following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Most Blessed Trinity Parish 
 
April 21, 2017 
 
Dear Fr. Jacob: 
Thank you for your generous donation of $5569 to Most Blessed 
Trinity Parish. The thoughtfulness behind this very generous gift is 
very much appreciated. Thank you for your commitment to sup-
porting the Church. 
 I can assure you that these monies will be put to good 
use as we attempt each day to be present to and for our diverse 
community of faith. Your generosity will help us considerably. 
 
May God bless you,  
Rev. Jacque Beltran 
Pastor, Most Blessed Trinity Parish 

REP Registration 2017-2018 
Registration forms for the 2017-2018 year are available on the parish 
web site and on the information counter in the narthex. As has been 
our practice for the last several years, registration forms are not 
mailed to families. 
 All families must be registered parishioners in order to enroll 
children in our program. If you are new to the area and would like to 
register with the parish, please contact me. Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions at smatous@stmota.org. 
—Sue Matousek, Director of Religious Education 

Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

Featured CD for May 
 

Can You Trust God? 
by Dr. Tim Gray 

 
Since the fall of our first parents, humanity has been tempted to mis-
trust the love that God the Father has for us. Scripture scholar Dr. Tim 
Gray takes us on a journey that addresses the pervasive misconcep-
tions that God is quick to anger, that the God of the Old and New Tes-
taments are different, and that God doesn’t have a merciful heart for 
us. You will see that you can trust our heavenly Father, who is truly 
one with his Son.  

 
Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 

Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the 
parish to continue the program and offer new material. 

Stewardship Report   
Sunday Collection May 21, 2017  $           18,078.60  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,288.00  

Difference  $            (3,209.40) 

   

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $     1,024,661.29  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $     1,000,536.00  

Difference  $           24,125.29  

Difference vs. Last Year  $            (7,158.07) 

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

BIG MOUTHS 
 What should not be heard by little ears  

should not be said by big mouths. 
—Anonymous 



Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak 

 
 

“BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS” 
 

 Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord.  We’ve heard 
Matthew’s Gospel many times, and we all probably know where it 
leads. We know the line of the passage when Matthew proclaimed: 
 

“When they saw him they worshiped, but they doubted” 
 

 Five weeks ago in John 20: 1-19 he talked about Thomas 
“The Doubter,” and today we’re again reminded that doubting is still on 
the minds of the disciples. Yes, “they doubted.” But it was common in 
those days right after the resurrection for disciples, even those who 
saw and spoke to him to recognize the risen Jesus. What were those 
first followers of Jesus being asked to believe? More importantly, do 
we doubt, what are we being asked to believe right here, right now? 
     On the surface, it may seem that it was as simple as recognizing 
that Jesus was someone who was very close to God, had willingly 
given his life and was raised from the dead. That Jesus gave his disci-
ples here on earth all he could give them, had recognized that his work 
here on earth was done, and was about to leave them to be with his 
Heavenly Father. But is that enough? Is that all we need to believe? 
Let me ask you this, as being a member of that very, very large group 
of Christians who have not seen, yet profess that they believe, do you: 
Believe that God loves us more than we can imagine; Believe that the 
world and ever person  in it is precious in God’s eyes; Believe that 
love triumphs over evil; Believe that violence and revenge have no 
place in God’s  kingdom; Believe that in order to change the world to 
better reflect the Kingdom of God that we must allow God to change 
us from within; Believe that God’s way is always the best way; Be-
lieve that it’s not all about us, and that our life should be one lived for 
others. Do we truly, down deep in our hearts believe that, and then act 
accordingly? 
 I pray you’ll agree that it’s our belief in our Catholic faith, a 
belief that has been developed since the day of our baptism, that ulti-
mately allows us to, unlike the disciples in today’s Gospel, have no 
doubts about Christ’s Ascension into heaven.  Even though we may 
not have seen the wounds in His hands, feet and side; even though we 
may not have been among a crowd of thousands who were fed by a 
few fish and barley loaves, even though we never sat on a sea shore 
and listened to Him speak, our faith allows us to believe.  
 So, I ask you, even though we can’t see him, do we believe 
that Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of God the Father, is physically 
present with us in the Eucharist, and will ALWAYS be with us in spirit? 
When we reflect on what scripture has told us had transpired since that 
blessed Easter morning can we, from the depths of our hearts, genu-
inely and without a scintilla of doubt proclaim, “My Lord and my 
God,” and know that “Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed.” Now having been blessed, are we ready by word and deed 
to make disciples of others, and to always (in good times and bad) 
remember, “Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 
age.” 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Human Dignity and Solidarity 
 
April 24, 2017 
 
Dear Fr. Jacob: 
Thank you for your generous donation of $5864.75 to the 2016 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) collection on 
November 20, 2016. Your congribution will go towards funding 
organizations throughout our Archdiocese that work to addres the 
root causes of poverty and injustice.  
 We hope you will continue to support the missiona dn 
work of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Again, 
thank you for your generosity. 
 
Sincerely, 
Elena Segura, CCHD Director 

Feast Day of Mary -  
Monday, June 5th 
 
Please join us the Eucharistic Chapel after the 8:00 
morning Mass for the recitation of the Rosary. 
All are welcome. 

MEMORIAL DAY  
MASS 

May 29, 9:00 AM 
Little Church 

Begin your observance of Memorial Day with the celebration 
of the Eucharist followed by a short remembrance service in 
the parish cemetery. 
 
The names of deceased veterans will be read aloud at the 
conclusion of the Prayer of the Faithful. 

MEMORIAL DAY 
They fell, but o’er their glorious grave 

Floats free the banner of the cause they died to save. 
—Francis Marion Crawford 



Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Martin Lavin, Dolores Siwak, Don Robinson 
 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Jerome Jacob, Sr., John Marciniak, Rita Wismer 

Country Fest Update and Request 
Planning for our new Country Fest event is well underway! Among the improvements 
we are looking to make is the addition of prizes to our raffle. In particular, we would 
be grateful if anyone would be willing to donate pairs of tickets for the Cubs, Sox, 
Hawks, Bears, Bulls or Wolves. If you wish to make such a gift to St. Mary’s for our 

raffle, please contact Howard Fischer in the parish office. Your gen-
erosity and assistance are greatly appreciated! 

 We are working on a number of other enhance-
ments as well, including bingo, a baggo tournament, and a 
new menu. The committee is hard at work putting Coun-
try Fest together and there will be more exciting news as 
plans are finalized. Be sure to watch the bulletin and par-

ish web site for upcoming announcements. In the 
meantime, please block Sunday, August 6th on 
your calendar and plan on joining your friends and 

fellow parishioners for an enjoyable afternoon of food, 
beverages and fun!!  

Women’s Prayer Group 
Lord, Teach Me to Pray 
 
A Spiritual Journey  
with St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 
Lord, Teach Me to Pray is a three-part Igna-
tian prayer series developed to meet the 
desire for on-going spiritual growth; for an 
appropriate response to the call to holiness; 
and for a deeper commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord.  In facilitated 
faith-sharing prayer communities, the Lord, himself, teaches us to 
pray.  
 
Part 1 - Praying Christian Virtues 
Prayer group sessions through 6/9. 
The prayer group will meet in the hospitality suite at St. Mary from 9:00 
am to 11:00 a.m. The final sessions are June 2, 9 and 16, 2017 
 
To register or for more information on the group forming at St. Mary’s: 
please contact Diane Igielski  by phone at 847-469-8470 
or by email at igi01@comcast.net 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROGRAM, PLEASE VISIT  
lordteachmetopray.com. 

Easter Symbol: Oil 
Besides being used in cooking, olive oil 

is an old‑fashioned ointment for burns 

and bruises. In fact, some drug stores 

still sell it as a medicine. 

The Good Samaritan poured oil and 

wine on the wounds of the man who 

was attacked by robbers. The Letter of 

James tells the church to anoint the 

sick with oil. These scriptures are a 

foundation for the church’s sacrament 

of the sick. Through this holy anointing, 

people who are sick unite their suffer-

ing with Christ. 

Before competition, athletes may lim-

ber their muscles with an oily rubdown 

to make their bodies shine. That an-

cient practice is the origin of the 

church’s oil of catechumens (who are 

people preparing for baptism). Catechumens take part in a kind of 

competition. They grapple with faith. They struggle against evil. 

In preparation for Pentecost, treat yourself to a bottle of fine 

olive oil. Savor its fragrance and unique flavor. 

The church’s use of olive oil brings to mind Noah’s darling 

dove, which bore in its beak an olive branch as a sign of peace, of 

earth touching heaven. We Christians are anointed with oil so that our 

bodies, with all our sufferings and struggles, become bearers of the 

olive branch, become shining signs of peace. 

 
Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, , Chicago IL ; 
800‑933‑1800; www.ltp.org. Text by Peter Mazar. Art by Vicki Shuck. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

The Solemnity of the Ascension recalls that Jesus’ appear-
ances following the Resurrection came to an end at some 

point. But that fact is quite secondary to the main point of this 
feast: Jesus didn’t leave without first giving clear instructions 
about what we need to do until he comes again – we are to be his 
witnesses to the ends of the earth.  
 

The early response of the Eleven to Jesus’ instructions wasn’t very 
promising. “Why are you standing around looking up to the sky?” This 
question can also be asked of you and me. To the extent that we are 
busy gazing into the future, or mired in past hurts, or preoccupied with 
our own desires, or simply content to practice religious rituals, you and 
I are guilty of staring off slack-jawed into space and ignoring the mis-
sion entrusted to us by the Lord. 
 
On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks were a frequent occur-
rence, there once was a crude little life-saving station. The building 
was just a hut and there was only one boat, but the few devoted mem-
bers kept a constant watch over the sea. With no thought for them-
selves, they searched for the lost and saved many lives. The station 
became famous and some of those who had been saved gave their 
time, money and effort in support of its work. New boats were bought 
and new crews were trained. The little life-saving station grew. 
 
Some of the members of the station were unhappy that the building 
was so crude and poorly equipped. The emergency cots were re-
placed with beds and the building enlarged. Now the life-saving station 
became a popular gathering place for its members, and they decorat-
ed it beautifully and furnished it exquisitely as they viewed it as a sort 
of club. Fewer members were now interested in going to sea on life-
saving missions, so they hired life-boat crews to do this work. The life-
saving motif still prevailed in the club’s decorations and in the special 
large room where the club initiations were held. 
 
About this time, a large ship was wrecked off the coast. The hired 
crews brought in boatloads of cold, wet, half-drowned people. They 
were dirty and sick. Some had yellow skin and some had black skin. 
The beautiful club was in chaos. The property committee immediately 
had a shower built so that shipwreck victims could be cleaned up be-
fore coming inside. 
 
At the next meeting, there was a split in club membership. Most mem-
bers wanted to stop the club’s life-saving activities as being unpleas-
ant and a hindrance to the normal social life of the club. Some mem-
bers insisted upon life-saving as their primary purpose and pointed out 
that they were still called a life-saving station. But they were voted 
down and told that if they wanted to save the lives of those various 
kinds of shipwrecked people, they could begin their own station down 
the coast. And that is what they did. 
 
As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes 
that occurred in the old. It evolved into a club and another new station 
was founded. History continued to repeat itself and if you visit the sea 
coast today you will find a number of exclusive clubs along that shore. 
Shipwrecks are still frequent in those waters, but most of the people 
drown. 
 

So have we turned the Church into a social club while people drown? 
Do we limit our faith to the comfortable, risk-free confines of religious 
ritual? Have we chosen to neglect our primary mission because it is 
hard and messy? Perhaps we would rather let someone else do the 
work for us. C.S. Lewis wrote: “I am often, I believe, praying for others 
when I should be doing things for them. It’s so much easier to pray for 
a bore than to go and see him.”   
 
The feast of the Ascension reminds us that you and I have been com-
missioned to do the hard, messy work of spreading the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ in both word and deed. The Kingdom of God does not only 
exist in the next life…it starts HERE. NOW. Spreading the Gospel 
happens not by scolding people for their lapses but by concretely 
demonstrating mercy, compassion and charity to those in need. This is 
not simply the job of the institutional Church or of a handful of special 
people – it is the responsibility of every person who follows Jesus 
Christ.  
 
May we stop gazing off, waiting for a miracle to drop from the sky. You 
and I are to be God’s miracle on the ground! Time to roll up our 
sleeves and get to work. If you wish to contact me, just leave a note in 
the parish office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.  

 

WEDDING BANNS 
Jennifer Cayton & Kyle Mobus III 

Amy Moon & Kevin Pettit III 

Congratulations Catechists! 
“No methodology, no matter how well tested, can dispense with the 
person of the catechist in every phase of the catechetical pro-
cess.”  (General Directory of Catechesis, No 156) 
 
St. Mary’s Religious Education Program could not exist without the 
dedication of those who have heard the call to not just be teachers, but 
rather to be witnesses to a living person: Jesus Christ. They are called 
to cultivate that relationship and to share that relationship with others. 
We are grateful to all who serve in this ministry and are extremely 
proud to announce that the following catechists have fulfilled the re-
quirements by the Archdiocese of Chicago and therefore are granted 
certification by the Archdiocese: Jim Burke, Michelle Schofield and 
Mary Tylka. We also congratulate Roberta Quick for her re-certification 
with the Archdiocese. 
 
May God continue to bless all of our catechists and all who serve in 
catechetical ministries. 
 
Sue Matousek 
Director of Religious Education  
 



Care for Creation  
Listening Session 
Join with other parishes in Vicariate 1 for a 
Care for Creation Listening Session  
 
Saturday, June 17, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
St. Francis de Sales Parish 135 South 
Buesching Road Lake Zurich 
 
RSVP online at https://goo.gl/forms/
pHBYvkEC9zQqgqb03 or call the Office of 
Human Dignity and Solidarity at 
312.534.5393 As people of faith, we have a 
moral responsibility to be good stewards of 
God’s creation. Pope Francis urges us to 
have “a new dialogue about how we are 
shaping the future of our planet. We need a 
conversation which includes everyone, since 
the environmental challenge we are undergo-
ing, and its human roots, concern and affect 
us all.”  
 
Join us as we reflect on our Catholic faith, 
and how it calls on us to be in right relation-
ship with God, with one another, and with the 
earth as we build a healthy planet for our 
children’s future and for the wellbeing of all 
humanity.  

Easter Symbol: Incense 
Let my prayer rise before you like incense.” Each evening the church sings these words from Psalm 141. 
That’s one reason we Christians praise God with incense: It is a sign of prayer. 

The smoke of melting incense is also a sign of sacrifice, of purification, of homage, of mystery. It 
calls to mind the bright cloud of God’s presence that filled the holy of holies within the Temple in Jerusalem. 
At the transfiguration and ascension of Jesus, his body was surrounded by a cloud. Perhaps that is why some 
people imagine heaven to be a place of shining clouds where the angels glorify God with incense. 

When Ascension is kept on a Thursday, it is the fortieth day of the Easter season. It is like a Lord’s 
Day in the middle of the week. When Ascension is kept on a Sunday, it replaces the Seventh Sunday of East-
er. Therefore, as with every Lord’s Day, we are given a holy time for worship, recreation, renewal and, today 
at least, for a bit of restful cloud gazing. 

After a festive supper on Ascension, burn some incense (available at religious goods stores). You 
can do this most simply by heating the incense in an old pan. Or have a barbecue Thursday night and toss 
some incense on the burning coals. Ascend with Christ into the sweet‑smelling clouds of heaven. 

 
Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago IL 1-800‑933‑1800; www.ltp.org. Text by Peter Mazar. Art by Vicki Shuck. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 





WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT  
RENEW MY CHURCH? 
COME TO RENEW MY CHURCH 101!“ 
 
Renew My Church 101” is a 90 minute informative presentation and 
discussion about what Renew My Church means for the Church in 
Chicago. If you want to learn more about why we are undertaking this 
initiative, the vision for what is to come, and how you can play an im-
portant role, plan to attend one of these sessions over the coming 
year!Dates and locations for the month of May and June are provided 
below, but more will be coming through the end of the year. 
 
•Tuesday, May 23 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at St. Aloysius (2300 West 
LeMoyne Street in Chicago) 

•Tuesday, May 30 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton 
(9300West 167th Street in Orland Hills) 

•Thursday, June 1 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. (Location forthcoming, 
will bein Vicariate I) 

•Tuesday, June 6 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at St. Hedwig (2136 
WestWebster Avenue in Chicago) 

•Tuesday, June 13 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at St. Mary of the Annunci-
ation(22333 West Erhart Road in Mundelein) 

•Thursday, June 22 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at St. Alphonsus (1429 
WestWellington Avenue in Chicago) 

•Thursday, June 29 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Most Blessed Trinity 
(450Keller Avenue in Waulegan) 

 
Please note: These first sessions are being offered exclusively during 
the day to better accommodate our parish staffs and priests. Additional 
evening times will be announced. While parishioners are most wel-
come to attend these sessions, we hope that by providing times that 
work for parish staffs and priests, this will enable our leadership to 
learn about Renew My Church and then invite parishioners to attend 
later sessions as they are announced. 
 
Register online by entering this address into your web browser: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/0By8JgkuP_ApKdFh1b2EzRGcwMGs 
 
Once the web page opens, double click on the folder for any vicariate 
to see options for RMC 101 in that vicariate. You may attend a session 
in any vicariate, regardless of where you work or are a parishioner. 
Then, enter your information and select the date you will be attending. 
Finally, click “SEND” in the upper right hand corner of the screen. 
 
You may also register by calling Gema Ramirez at 312-534-8215. 

Treasures from  
Our Tradition 
If you could somehow transport a third-
century Christian into your twenty-first-
century Sunday Mass, once the initial 
shock wore off he or she would be more 
or less at home with the structure of the 
first part of the liturgy, the Word. The 
second part might be more difficult to 
comprehend. The stumbling block would 

be the book. We have a book, a missal that is set down on the altar 
with a very precisely prescribed set of words for the priest to say and 
the people to sing at the Eucharistic Prayer. In the early days of the 
church, there were no set “formulas” for this prayer. The ancients 
would have raised eyebrows at our “bookishness” since they preferred 
to let the prayers roll forth from a gifted leader of prayer. There was a 
basic shape to the prayer of thanksgiving, and almost general agree-
ment that the words of Christ at the Last Supper ought to be included. 
 By the second century, Justin Martyr wrote that the presider 
“gives thanks at some length . . . and when he has finished the pray-
ers and the thanksgiving, all the people present give their assent by 
saying ‘Amen.’ ” In the world before books, people could memorize 
long passages of prose and poetry, and so it is easy to see how partic-
ular phrases or expressions passed from church to church. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 

Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. Please call the parish office 
to schedule a time to register. A complete listing of parish services and organizations is available at the parish office. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 
Parish Emergency  

224-358-3210 

22333 W. Erhart Road •Mundelein, Illinois 60060 •WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org     Parish Fax number 847-223-5960 
Pre K–5 School: 847-223-4021  Frassati Catholic Academy (Grades 6–8) 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 

Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Benjamin Valle Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry      BValle@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, CCLC cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 
Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 
 
Mr. James Shaffer 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

 

Pastoral Council 

Jon Matousek  
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 

Jill Stowe 
Roni Hertel 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Will Roberts 
Danielle LoMastro  

Bob Lyman  
Sara Gunther 
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