
A MESSAGE FROM 
FR. JERRY JACOB

Lent is a great season of conversion 
that calls us to reflect on our 
relationships with Jesus and with one another. In the 
Gospel of Mark Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do 
you say that I am?” We may instinctively respond like 
Peter, “You are the Messiah.” However, reflecting 
more deeply can help us prioritize and live our faith 
more intentionally. 

This issue of St. Mary Spotlight features several 
parishioners’ journeys through Lent and their 
responses to God’s call. It also highlights our 
upcoming parish mission Feb. 25 & 26, which I 
encourage you to attend for a powerful message 
on finding happiness through joyful discipleship. 
We spotlight Frassati Catholic Academy and the 
difference Catholic education is making in children’s 
lives. Finally, our Communications Team will soon 
launch an enhanced parish website that will become 
the new communications hub for our parish. Please 
log on to explore its many new features, and sign up 
for our parish emails if you have yet to do so. 

The liturgies and devotions of Lent call us to examine 
our hearts and challenge us to live our faith more 
authentically. As we journey through Lent, consider 
turning Jesus’ question to his disciples on its head and 
ask yourself, “Who would Jesus say that you are? And 
who is he calling you to be, both this Lent and beyond?”

Fr. Jerry Jacob
Pastor, St. Mary of the Annunciation
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Journey through Lent with 
St. Mary of the Annunciation. 

Check the bulletin, 
website or social 
media for upcoming 
Lenten events.

Wonderfully Created...
Wonderfully Redeemed

Parish Mission • Feb. 25-26 • 7-8:30 p.m.
By Betty Slack

What does it mean to be wonderfully created and redeemed 
by Christ for happiness now and in eternal life? How can we 
find this happiness for ourselves and share it with others? You 
can discover answers to these and other questions by attending 
our parish Lenten mission Sunday, Feb. 25 and Monday, Feb. 26, 
7–8:30 PM. For those unable to attend the evening sessions, or 
who prefer not to drive at night, there will be a morning session 
on Monday, Feb. 26, 9–10 AM.

Night one of the mission will focus on discovering the joy of a 
personal relationship with Jesus, examining how to listen to His 
voice, and learning what it means to be a disciple. Night two will 
continue the focus on discipleship and the new evangelization. 
The session will examine what evangelization means as the 
primary mission of the Church and explore how to share our 
love of Christ with others as we accompany them on their 
journey of faith. In addition to the speaker’s talks, each session 
will also include prayer, worship, music, and fellowship.

The mission will be conducted by Kristin Bird of Burning Hearts 
Disciples. Kristin is a national Catholic speaker with more than 
15 years’ experience in professional ministry, including religious 
education, youth ministry, and young adult ministry. She holds a 
BA in Secondary Education from the University of Wisconsin 
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WHAT DOES LENT MEAN TO ME?
By Mary Lou Olsen-Loumis

As a child it was always 40 days of doing without 
something that would be difficult to give up. However, 
as one matures, I see Lent as much more than this. It 
is a time to do whatever is needed to strengthen our 
relationship with Jesus. Eleven years ago, I decided to 
attend daily Mass as a Lenten activity. Once the Easter 
season was over, I could not justify discontinuing this 
activity. I did feel closer to Jesus and did not want 
this feeling to end. Today, I still try my best to attend 
daily Mass and love starting my day showing Jesus how 
important He is in my life. This increases my awareness of 
how much I need this spiritual strength to get through the 
demands of daily life. 

In addition, I do take more time during Lent to reflect on 
the daily readings. I do this with the aid of Daily Gospel 
Reflections by Bishop Robert Barron. I also sign up for 
THE BEST LENT EVER from Dynamic Catholic. Together 
these two resources have really helped keep me focused 
on Lent. Everyone just needs to find what will help them 
strengthen their relationship with Jesus. Have a Blessed 
Lent!

About Mary Lou
Mary Lou and Jay Loumis have lived in Mundelein for the 
past 20 years. They are blessed with three grown sons 

and seven grandchildren. Mary 
Lou serves as Co-Chair of the 
Parish Council and is a member 
of St. Vincent de Paul, the Human 
Concerns Commission, and 
Military Ministry. 

Mary Lou recalls her experience when she first was 
looking for a Catholic church to join. She had attended 
numerous Catholic churches in the area before learning 
of the “little white country church” during a conversation 
at the grocery store. When Mary Lou and Jay attended 
Sunday Mass in Diantha Hall that first weekend, they were 
asked to bring up the Offertory Gifts. 

She said, “Never having been asked to do this before. 
I truly felt the Holy Spirit was guiding me to make St. 
Mary of the Annunciation my parish.” She added, “Shortly 
afterward, I heard another call to get more involved with 
this welcoming parish during a ministry fair. It was time to 
give back and thank God for the blessings in my life. Today 
I can say I feel so blessed that I was receptive to this 
Divine intervention 20 years ago.” 
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WHAT DOES LENT MEAN TO ME?
By Dan Prezell
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Oshkosh and a Master’s Degree in Pastoral Studies from Loyola University Chicago. 
She is Executive Director of Burning Hearts Disciples, a lay Catholic organization of the 
Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin. Visit the website www.burningheartsdisciples.org to 
learn more about the organization. 

Enhance your Lenten experience and revitalize your relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Deepen your faith by coming to know Christ intimately and personally and discover 
a faith that you can apply to your life at home, at work, and at play. Attend the parish 
mission on February 25–26, 2018. 

Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. These 
attributes were the focal points 
of recent celebrations at Frassati 
Catholic Academy during Catholic 
Schools Week held Jan. 28–Feb. 3. 

Living the Faith
At Frassati, students are encouraged 
to find ways to live out the Beatitudes 
as did the school’s patron, Blessed 
Pier Giorgio Frassati. This year, 
faculty developed a new Beatitudes 
program to recognize and reward 
students who demonstrate a 
Beatitude such as mercy or 
peacemaking. 

Sheila Kennedy-Dalton, Frassati 
preschool teacher said, “I love that 
throughout the day the students can 
learn about their faith and build their 
relationship with God. It makes it a 
better school environment to be able 
to build their love of learning and 
faith together.”

Developing Leaders
Principal Tammy Kleckner said, 
“Graduates from our school are 

well rounded and have a strong 
foundation for their academic success 
in high school and beyond. Many 
students are consistently placing in 
advanced classes upon entering high 
school, both in core subjects and in 
Spanish.”

Frassati Catholic Academy is the 
regional Catholic elementary and 

middle school serving children in 
preschool through 8th grade of St. 
Mary of the Annunciation, Santa Maria 
del Popolo, Transfiguration parishes 
and surrounding communities. The 
school educates students on two 
campuses, Mundelein and Wauconda. 
Bus service and before and after 
school care are available, as is financial 
aid for those who qualify.

Ready for Launch!
Launching March 10 & 11

• A Redesigned Parish Website
• Text To Join Email List
• Communications Team Launch Edition

Join us on March 10 & 11 after all 
Masses for live demonstrations of the 
new website. Come learn about the 
website’s enhanced capabilities for 
yourself or your ministry. Stop by the 
information table in the narthex to 
join our email list, learn how you can 
volunteer for St. Mary Communications, 
and meet members of the dedicated 
Communications Team.

JOIN THE LENTEN EXCHANGE

You are invited to participate in the Parish Lenten Reflection 
Exchange. Share your reflections about what Lent means to 
you and what some of your favorite Lenten traditions are. 
You can participate in the Lenten Exchange in several ways:
 

1. Email your reflection to stmotaspotlight@gmail.com. 
2. Post your responses on Facebook, Instagram, or  
    Twitter @stmarymundelein. 
3. Complete the form on the new parish website in March. 

Select responses will be shared in the parish bulletin and 
posted to the website. Please limit your response to 300 words.

Renowned national Catholic 
speaker Kristin Bird will offer an 
engaging Lenten mission for both 
adults and young adults.

FRASSATI CELEBRATES  CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
By Kirsten Bobber

Enrollment has begun for 2018-19. For more information, 
call Sunni Butler, Marketing Director, at 847-526-6311, or visit 
www.frassaticatholicacademy.org. Photo by Joel Alonzo

I have learned that Lent is more than giving up something. 
Lent entails actively doing something, not merely making 
sacrifices. Lent is an authentic call to right living; by prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. This is what creates a “clean heart.” 
My goal for Lent 2018 is to make the Lenten activity of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving an activity for Life, not simply 
for the season of Lent 2018!

Our parish’s Mission Statement is a beautiful, all-
encompassing one! As we continue our growth as a parish, 
we all must keep our mission present and alive. We must 
remember that the Eucharist is central in our faith and our 
parish. We MUST continue to give. Giving in time, talent 
and treasure is critical. Therefore, as we approach Lent 
2018, please join me as our parish Communication Team 
and Parish Council invite you to participate in this year’s 
Lenten Reflection Exchange to inspire us all in our spiritual 
journey this Lenten season.

About Dan
Brenda and Dan Prezell have been 
parishioners at St. Mary of the 
Annunciation for over 30 years. 
Their three children were educated 
at Santa Maria del Popolo where 
Brenda also taught for 11 years. 
Dan became “fully engaged in the 
parish” seven years ago when he 
retired from the Lake County Forest 
Preserve District. He says, “At that time the Lord helped 
me decide to live in faith.” 

Dan currently serves as Co-Chair of the Parish Council, 
lector, altar server, and Lead Minister of Care at Advocate 
Condell Hospital, distributing Communion three days a 
week. Brenda is a catechist for the Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word. He added, “Brenda and I continue to witness 
and admire the great support and services that we enjoy 
by being part of the St. Mary of the Annunciation family.” 

      We must remember that the Eucharist is 
central in our faith and our parish. 

Students at Frassati Catholic Academy recently celebrated Catholic Schools Week. The festivities 
included a talent show, spelling bee, all school Mass, field trip to Feed My Starving Children, and 
open houses. 
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