
DECEMBER 24, 2017  ●  4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Find Us Ready 
 
Good and gracious God, 
who sent the angel Gabriel  
to announce the gift of your Son, 
your love for us has no limits and endures forever. 
As we prepare for the coming of Christ, 
eliminate within us all sin and fear, 
giving us pure hearts to receive him. 
May the Holy Spirit fill us with your grace, 
just as Mary was so filled, 
and find us ready  
to stand in your presence to serve you. 
Keep us faithful to the covenant  
you made with our ancestors. 
May your joy saturate our beings as we go forth  
proclaiming your salvation, 
so that, on that final day,  
we will forever sing your goodness. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

© 2017 Liturgy Training Publications; 800-933-1800.  
Written by Timothy A. Johnston. Permission to publish  

granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 23, 2017. 
 

Living God's Word 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. Make your dwelling place in us this day. 
Let the world recognize that we are a people chosen to be a sign of 
your loving, merciful, justice-seeking, reconciling presence in the 
world. Thank you for the many ways you continue to do the impossible 
in us, through us. Amen. 

Copyright (c) 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27-29;  
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]  
 During the Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;  
 Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;  
 Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;  
 Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128: 
 1-5 or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or  
 Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]  

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 
Monday. December 25 The Nativity of the Lord 
8:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
11:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Tuesday, December 26, Saint Stephen , the First Martyr 

8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
 †Tony Pepping req. Jim & Holly Robinson 
Wednesday, December 27, Saint John the Apostle & Evangelist 

8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family 
Thursday, December 28, The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:00AM Living Intentions for Fr. Nathaniel J. Payne 
 †Donald Schweinberg req. Wife Virginia & Family 
Friday, December 29, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

8:00AM †Vernon Ladewig req. Brian & Nancy Jansen 
 †Tom & †Connie Schofield Wedding Anniversary 
Saturday, December 30 
5:00PM †Marie, †Nieves, †Augusto Lagman  
 req. Dela Cruz Family 
 †Wendi Roberts  
 req. Parents Joyce & †Vernon Ladewig & Family 
 †Chester F. Biel, Jr. req. Julie & Laura Holst 
Sunday, December 31 
7:30AM †Eufracia Huerta req. Lou & Sheila Bosshart 
 †Chester F. Biel, Jr.  req. Lou & Sheila Bosshart 
9:30AM †John Gagliardi req. Wife Barbara & Family 
 †Thomas Schnite req, Wife Beverly & Family 
 †Lela Jeanette Malone req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Danny & †Brad Hansen, Sr.  
 req. Carol Hansen & Family 
 †Betty Berg req. Diane & Steve Petti 
 †Milan Zirko req. Jim & Madeline Lester 
11:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
 7:30AM Mass 
 9:30AM Mass 
 NO 11:30AM MASS 
 3:00PM Christmas Eve - Contemporary Choir Incense Free 
 5:00PM Christmas Eve Mass 
 10:30PM Christmas Eve Mass Parish Choir 
Monday, December 25 Christmas Day 
 Parish Office Closed 
 8:00AM Christmas Day Mass—Incense Free 
 11:00AM Christmas Day Mass Brass Quintet 
Tuesday, December 26 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Wednesday, December 27 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 6:00PM PADS 
Thursday, December 28 

8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 

Friday, December 29 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, December 30 
 5:00PM Mass 
Sunday, December 31 

7:30AM Mass 
9:30AM Mass 
11:30AM Mass 

Liturgical Ministers December 30 & 31, 2017 

Mass 
Times 

5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Alexander Fr. Alexander Fr. Alexander 
Baptism during Mass 

Fr. Alexander 

Deacons Deacon Mike  
Preach 

Deacon Gary 
Preach 

Deacon Gary 
Preach 

Deacon Al  
Preach 

Lectors M Hendricks 
C. Hendricks 

K. Lenzen 
S. Bosshart 

A. Samano 
M. Ori 

J. Matousek 
E. McPherson 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Deacon 
J. Murphy 
D. Washburn 
S. Washburn 
W. Pohl 
M. Pohl 
D. Harmon 
S. Harmon 
G. McQuillan 

Deacon 
L. Bosshart 
M. Manning 
M. Manning 
M. Sikorski 

Deacon 
H. Stumpf 
J. Fosselman 
J .Sinkovec 
C. Lutzow 
D. Leuthner 
E. Leuthner 
J. Rutledge 
K. Pieniazkiewicz 

Deacon 
M. Job 
K. Job 
O. Santos-Trinidad 
S. Scesniak 
S. Matousek 
R. Peterson 
M .Nelsen 

Ministers are needed at every Mass. Please check in the sacristy to sign in. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
 In 1223, just two years before his death, Saint Francis of Assisi set 
up a living crèche, a replica of the manger in Bethlehem at the birth of Jesus. 
He preached and prayed before the scene. His biographer, Thomas  of Cela-
no, says that in that moment Francis was overwhelmed with love and filled 
with wonderful happiness.” His contemplation of Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, drew him to experience the depth of God’s love.  
 We live in a troubled world beset by wars, violence, injustice, bro-
ken relationships, and illness. Beyo0nd that, we de believe and are convinced that God loves us and walks 
with us in Jesus, his Son. As we know, God will heal us and our broken world and bring us into the fullness 
of life. It is my hope that when you pray before the mystery of the Incarnate Word, as Saint Francis prayed, 
you will be renewed in hope and confidence and be “overwhelmed with love and filled with wonderful hap-
piness.” 
 May God bless you with a renewal of faith, hope, and love as we celebrate the birth of the Lord.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Blase Cardinal Cupich 
Archbishop of Chicago 

 
Christmas 2017 

Cardinal’s letter to the Faithful 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 A word of welcome to all who have come to St. Mary Par-
ish to celebrate the great feast of Christ’s Birth. I am grateful to all 
who have helped us prepare for these sacred liturgies and for the 

many liturgical ministers who have dedicated their time in service to 
the liturgy and who generously offer the gift of hospitality and wel-
come. It is good for us to intentionally gather for prayer and worship 

to ponder anew the great mystery of God’s love for each of us. In this holy 
time we recall the mystery of Christ’s humble birth, whose life, death and resurrection 
opened the ways for us to eternal salvation. In a world where it seems that nothing is 

forgiven, Jesus offers us the gift of mercy and forgiveness for our sins and failings. His mercy is open 
to each of us who seek him and strive to do as he taught. Our calling in this life is to become more 
and more the hands and feet of Christ in this world. 
 
In the words of Saint Teresa of Calcutta:  
“It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you…yes, it is Christmas every 
time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand.”  
 
May you have a Blessed Christmas and experience His everlasting love! 
Fr. Jerry Jacob 

J 

W 
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Annual Contribution Statements 
If you would like a statement of your regular 
church contributions for the calendar year 2017 
please call the office. We will be happy to send you 
a statement. 

Ignite Youth Group 
IGNITE is our high school youth group that typically 

meets on the second and fourth Sunday’s of the 
month. Staring next year, our youth nights will focus 
on the Sacraments of Initiation and where they are 
rooted in both the old and the new testaments. Our 

last Youth Night for the year will be on December 17. 
This night will be our Christmas Party, which will include lots of games 

and cookies! We hope to see you there for a fun time! 

Sports Night 
All teens are invited to our next sports night which will 
be held on December 16 over at the gym in the 
school. We will most likely be playing hockey. So 
please bring appropriate gear for that! There will also 
be pizza for everyone at the end. Parents are wel-
come to participate as well. We hope to see you 

Catholic Heart Work Camp 
ATTENTION! Those who missed the mission Kickoff meeting, you still 
have the opportunity to join us in 
Knoxville this next summer! Applica-
tions are available in the office. But 
HURRY, spots are filling up quickly. 

Enchanted Castle Lock-In 
Any teen who is in 6th-12th grade is invited to join 

St. Mary Youth Ministry for a lock-in at the 
Enchanted Castle in Lombard, Il. This event will 

take place from Friday, February 2, 2018 @ 9pm 
until Saturday, February 3, 2018 @6:30am. The 

cost for the trip is $60 which covers transportation, pizza, pop, tokens, 
and all amenities inside the Enchanted Castle. Registration forms can 

be found in the office. Email or call Grant with any questions! 

St. Mary Youth Ministry 

Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic 
Chapel following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday 
through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in 
the Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately 
following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Featured CD for December 
 

Prepare the Way of the King 
by 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
Dr. Scott Hahn—one of the most eminent Catholic theologians in our 
country today—reveals what scholars now know about the shepherds, 
the mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent journey will take on 
new meaning as you prepare your heart for the birth of our Lord. This 
illuminating presentation is sure to help you grow in appreciation of the 
greatest gift ever given to mankind - Jesus Christ. 
 

Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the parish 

to continue the program and offer new material. 

St. Mary Moms 
Monthly meeting:  
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 
9:30 am - 11:00 am  

Guest speaker: SMM Jennifer Barnes 
Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 (off narthex in main church)  
All moms and children welcome. Please join us! 
 
Questions?   
Please  email stmarysmoms1@gmail.com or  
visit us at www.stmaryfc.org (under Parish Life) 

Stewardship Report   

Sunday Collection December 17, 2017  $           21,562.16  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,730.77  

Difference  $               (168.61) 

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         542,506.32  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         543,269.23  

Difference  $               (762.91) 

Difference vs. Last Year  $               (676.08) 

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjust-
ments.   



Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak 
 
The “W” in Christmas 

     The Christmas season has become quite commercialized. With 
“Black Friday” sales, internet mega deals and in store bonanza buys, 
the spiritual aspect of the season is sometimes overlooked. There 
was a young family that vowed to make Christmas a calm and peace-
ful experience. They cut back on nonessential obligations, extensive 
greeting card writing, decorating and overspending, well-maybe not 
overspending. They were going to put the “Christ” back in Christmas. 
     Their youngest son was in kindergarten that year. It was an excit-
ing season for a six-year-old. Since Thanksgiving, he’d been memo-
rizing songs for his school’s “Winter Pageant.” His father, a police 
officer, did not have the heart to tell him that he’d be working the 3-11 
shift the night of the production. Unwilling to miss his shining moment, 
the father spoke to his son’s teacher. She assured him there’d be a 
dress rehearsal the morning of the presentation. All parents who were 
unable to attend the evening performance were invited to be there.  
     So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, the boy’s dad filed in ten 
minutes early, found a folding chair on the cafeteria floor and sat 
down. Around the room several other parents were trying to find the 
best seats in the house. 
     The students were led into the room. Each class accompanied by 
their teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor. Then, each group, one by 
one, rose to perform their song. Because the public-school system 
had long stopped referring to the holiday as Christmas, the father 
didn’t expect anything other than fun, commercial entertainment – 
songs of reindeer, Santa Claus, snow flakes and maybe riding in a 
one horse opened sleigh.  
     The little boy was aglow, as were all his classmates, adorned in 
their best for the show. The children in the front center stage held up 
signs with large letters to spell out the title of the song. As the class 
would sing “C is for Christmas,” a child would hold up the letter. Then, 
“H is for Happy,” and so on, until each child holding up their portion 
had presented the complete message, “Christmas Love.” 
     The performance was going quite smoothly, until suddenly, the 
audience noticed that a girl in the front row was holding the “M” upside 
down! She was totally unaware that her letter “M” appeared as a “W.” 
The audience of 1st through 6th graders snickered at this mistake, but 
the girl had no idea they were laughing at her, so she stood tall, 
proudly holding her “W.” 
     Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter 
continued until the last letter was raised, and everybody all saw it 
together. All beheld what the true meaning of the season has been for 
over 2,000 years. When the last letter was held high, the message 
read: “C H R I S T W A S L O V E” 
     Dear friends in Christ, I believe, more than ever that Christ is 
LOVE, and we remain, since that glorious day in that Bethlehem man-
ger, amazed in His presence and humbled by his love. 
     May each of you and yours have a very blessed Christmas, where 
Christ WAS and IS the love of our lives. 

Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

Christmas Masses 

Christmas Masses 
 

Sunday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
  Contemporary Choir, incense-free 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
10:30 PM  Christmas Eve Mass  
  Parish Choir 
 
Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass 

Incense-free 
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass 

Brass Quintet 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday and Sunday, December 30 & 31 
5:00 PM Saturday; 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 Sunday 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God  

Monday, January 1 
9:00 AM  New Year’s Day 

Passion Play 2020 
Fr. Jim Presta, Pastor of St. Emily Parish in Mt. 
Prospect, will host a trip to the Oberammergau 
Passion Play, June 17-24, 2020. The trip will 
include a visit to the Alpine Treasures, including 
the city of Salzburg where “The Sound of Music” 
was filmed, the Eagle’s Nest Excursion, Inns-

bruck as well as the city of Oberammergau where the famous Passion 
Play takes place.  
 An information meeting about the 2020 Passion Play Trip, 
with representatives from Trans World Travel, Inc. in Highland Park, 
will take place on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 1 p.m. at St. Emily 
Church, 1400 East Central Road, Mount Prospect. We will meet in the 
Parish Center (Hajdu Hall) on the west side of the church building. 
Parking is available in the west lot.  For a brochure on the Passion 
Trip or further information, please contact Sue Hogan at St. Emily’s 
(847-824-5049 or shogan@stemily.org). 



Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Chuck Giovannini  
 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Dino Giovannini, Annette Witt and James Yost 

 Stay informed with the great things happening at St. Mary by joining 
the parish email lists.  To add your email to the list: 
 
• Go to the parish website at www.stmaryfc.org and click on the 

image shown above which will take you to the email registration 
form 

• Enter your email address, name and click “continue” 
• After confirming your email address, enter your first and last 

name in the indicated boxes then select the parish lists you 
would like to join: 

St. Mary News and Announcements to receive parish news-
letter and special announcements. 

Adult Formation to receive the Adult Formation newsletter 
and information about learning opportunities at the parish. 

Youth Ministry or Junior High Ministry to receive infor-
mation from our parish youth ministry groups. 

• Click “join” 
 
It’s that easy! You can easily update your preferences or unsubscribe 
at any time. Call the parish office if you need assistance. (847) 223-
0010. 

Sharing Parish Christmas Drive 
Thanks to the generosity of many St. Mary families, 100 families at 
Most Blessed Trinity will have a joyous Christmas. On Sunday, Dec. 3 
our Confirmation Candidates and their parents delivered car loads of 
gifts to the Fr. Gary Graf Center in Waukegan. Many thanks to every-
one who participated in this annual event and to all the students and 
parents who delivered the gifts. 

Cardinal Cupich Invites Us to Participate  
in the National Migration Mass 
As we celebrate the holy season of Advent, we prepare for the 
coming of Christ by welcoming Him into our lives as one dis-
guised in the poor and excluded. In doing so, we are encour-
aged to look beyond our own needs to the needs of the people 
around us, particularly those displaced by war, sectarian vio-
lence, and economic hardship.  
 Cardinal Cupich invites our parish community to join 
him in celebrating the second annual National Migration Week 
Mass, which will take place at 5:15 p.m. on Sunday, January 7 
at Holy Name Cathedral. This year’s Mass will be centered on 
the theme for National Migration Week, “Many Journeys, One 
Family”, answering the call of the Holy Father to accompany 
and support our migrant brothers and sisters through this chal-
lenging time.  
 In addition to the National Migration Week Mass, he 
encourages us to visitt https://pvm.archchicago.org/human-
dignity-solidarity/immigration-ministry/national-migration-week 
for more information and fill out the attached National Migration 
Week Response Form. 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. 
They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raph-

ael. When the Viet Nam conflict broke out, the son went to war. 
He died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was 
notified and grieved deeply for his only son. 
 About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a 
knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large 

package in his hands. He said, “Sir, you don’t know me, but I am the 
soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day. 
He often talked about you and your love for art.” The young man held 
out his package. “I know this isn’t much and I’m not a great artist, but I 
think your son would want you to have this.” The father opened the 
package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He 
stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured his son’s personality 
and his eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and 
offered to pay him for the picture. “Oh, no sir, I could never repay what 
your son did for me. It’s a gift.”  
 The father died a few months later and his art collection was 
to be auctioned. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing 
the great masterpieces and having an opportunity to purchase one for 
their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auc-
tioneer pounded his gavel. “We will start the bidding with this picture of 
the son. Who will bid for this picture?”  
 There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room 
shouted. “We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one.” But the 
auctioneer persisted. “Will someone bid for this painting? Who will 
start the bidding? $100, $200?” Another voice shouted angrily. “We 
didn’t come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Goghs, the 
Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!” But still the auctioneer contin-
ued, “The son! Who’ll take the son?”  
 Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was 
the longtime gardener of the man and his son. “I’ll give $10 for the 
painting.” Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. “We have $10, 
who will bid $20?” “Give it to him for $10. Let’s see the masters.” “$10 
is the bid, won’t someone bid $20?” The crowd was becoming angry. 
They didn’t want the picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy 
investments for their collections. The auctioneer pounded the gavel. 
“Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!”  
 A man sitting on the second row shouted. “Now let’s get on 
with the collection!” The auctioneer laid down his gavel. “I’m sorry, the 
auction is over.”  
 “What about the paintings?” “I am sorry. When I was called 
to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will that 
I was not allowed to reveal until this time. Only the painting of the son 
would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the 
entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets 
everything!” 
 God gave us His Son 2,000 years ago. We are asked, 
“Who’ll take the son?” And whoever takes the Son gets everything! Fr. 
James Smith writes: “When God became human, every single aspect 
of life was drawn closer to God. Each sorrow, each joy, each success 
and failure, every exciting event and dull day is more than human ex-
perience – it now has a divine ambience.” God-in-the-flesh opens the 
endless vista of our human hope…if we take the Son into our lives, 
“for nothing will be impossible for God.”  
 May you and your family welcome the Son and have a most 
blessed Christmas. If you wish to contact me, just leave a note in the 
parish office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

St. Mary’s Moms Make Gifts 
St. Mary's Moms (SMM) gathered for our December meeting to deco-
rate ornaments and compile mug and cocoa packets for a total of 42 
gifts. These packages, using donated mugs, will accompany food bas-
kets prepared by St. Vincent de Paul. Moms always look forward to 
this tradition to bring a little extra treat to people who are having a diffi-
cult time during the Advent season.  
 
The members of St. Mary's Moms ministry share faith, fellowship, 
friendship and family while having fun. We welcome mothers of all ages: 
stay-at-home, working moms and empty nesters. Our mission is 
to provide a community of mothers to share, support and socialize. SMM 
plans different events that address faith, charity, education, as well as 
play dates, family outings, and "moms only" evenings.  
 
To keep up on our activities, find us on Facebook St. Mary's Moms 
(SMM), a closed group. To be added to our email list, contact Moni-
ka.Nelsen@gmail.com.  

COUNTRY FEST 
Information Meeting:  

January 9th! 



This Week at Home 
Monday, December 25 Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
Today’s psalm captures the importance of this solemnity in the life of 
the world. The psalmist sings a song of praise for the mighty deeds 
God has done. As Christians, we celebrate God’s gift of the Incarna-
tion, which has made salvation known; all creation blesses God’s holy 
name. During dinner tonight, read and reflect on the story of Christ’s 
birth.  
 
Tuesday, December 26 Feast of St. Stephen 
Have you ever thought about what it would be like to be a martyr? In 
his martyrdom, Stephen teaches us to remain fervent and faithful in 
our commitment to Christ. Although it is not always easy to keep our 
baptismal promises, we must trust, as Jesus says, that the Spirit will 
speak through us. Practicing a regular prayer life will help us remain 
faithful. Take time today to pray for those who continue to be perse-
cuted for their faith; research one modern martyr.  
 
Wednesday, December 27 St. John 
The word witness is a good summary for the readings today. Because 
of the encounter that the disciples and Mary Magdalene had with 
Christ, they were compelled to share the Word of life. John is willing to 
give his life for Christ. In Baptism, each of us is intimately woven into 
the life of God and therefore, we, like the early disciples, must witness 
to our encounter with the Risen Christ. Everything we are and do must 
proclaim Christ, who is life. Like John, take time today to write your 
“gospel,” the story of your encounter with Christ.  
 
Thursday, December 28 Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Today the Church commemorates the life of those children who were 
executed by Herod. During this short Christmas cycle, martyrdom is 
highlighted, as the feasts of Sts. Stephen and John are also celebrat-
ed. In the Middle Ages, these early martyrs were known as compan-
ions of Christ. Their stories invite us to reflect on the effect of the In-
carnation. Christ is the one who frees us from all bondage and saves 
us from death. Martyrdom is a profession of deep faith in Christ. Let 
your prayer today be for all who have been executed for the sake of 
Christ.  
 
Friday, December 29 Light 
The birth of Christ revealed God’s greatest gift to the universe. He 
truly is the Light of the World, the one who brings us out of darkness. 
John tells us that those who love and remain in love will have the light. 
Simeon, in the Gospel, tells us that Jesus is the light that will reveal 
God’s love and mercy to the world. At Baptism, each of us received a 
lighted candle to remind us that Christ’s light is in us, and that we are 
called to share that light in acts of love. Light your baptismal candle 
today.  
 
Saturday, December 30 God’s Will 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world” is a key message in 
today’s First Reading. John reminds us that we know God and God is 
within us. Yet we are often enticed by the ideals of this world, and we 
can easily be misdirected. We must listen to the voice of love within 
us. God calls us to share the Good News and live according to his will. 
Listening in prayer helps us remain confident in our vocation. Make a 
list of those times you have ignored God and then offer them in pray-
er.  
 
© 2017 Liturgy Training Publications; 800-933-1800. Written by Timothy A. Johnston. Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright © 1993 and 
1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of 
Chicago on February 23, 2017. 



HUMAN 
CONCERNS 
COMMISSION: 
 
The mission of the 
Human Concerns 
Commission is to 
promote the word 
and manifest the 
love of Jesus Christ 
by helping those 
who are in need, 
following the 
principle that 
“whatever you do to 
the least of my 
people, you do unto 
me.” 

4th week of Advent FOR 
FAMILIES: 

1. Light all 4 candles on the 
Advent wreath.  

2. Say the Ad-
vent prayer be-
low.  

3. Make a card for some-
one you know. Tell them 
you love them and you 
want them to care for the 
Earth. 
Dear God,  
Your world is a wonderful and 
beautiful place. Teach us to love 
and respect it.  
Help us learn to care for our com-
mon home.  As we wait for Jesus to 
come at Christmas, help us prepare 
our hearts so we can live wisely, 
think deeply, and love generously.  
Amen  

Do you or someone you know have drinking or emotional problems? 
Help is near!  Holbrook Counseling Center of Mundelein, a program of Catholic 
Charities, has professional staff who can help with all of your problems.  Therapists 
have experience working with individuals and couples, and treating a multitude of 
problems, including substance abuse and addiction as well as marital conflict, per-
sonal issues, family problems and other difficulties.  Daytime and evening appoint-
ments are available.  Fees are reasonable and your privacy is respected.  Call 312-
655-7725 to schedule an appointment.   

Helping Someone in Grief:  The most fundamental ways to help someone who is grieving 
are:   
Listen. Helping begins with your ability to be an active listener. Your physical presence and 
desire to listen without judging are critical helping tools. Don’t worry so much about what 
you will say. Just concentrate on listening to the words that are being shared with you.  
Have compassion. Give the person who is grieving permission to express their feelings 
without fear of criticism or judgment. Try to learn and understand. Don’t instruct or set ex-
pectations.   
Be there. Your ongoing and reliable presence is the most important gift you can give. While 
you cannot take the pain away (nor should you try to), you can enter into it by being there 
for the griever. Remain available in the weeks, months, and years to come. “Being a real 
friend to someone who is grieving isn’t easy. But I promise that if you commit to being pre-
sent to someone in grief, companioning him through what might be his darkest hours, you 
will be rewarded with the deep satisfaction of having helped a fellow human being heal.”                                                                                               
— Dr. Alan Wolfelt 
Encourage your friend to seek the support of others by joining Finding Hope/Healing Hearts  (above) 

 
 

 
 

We can respond to Pope Francis’ Call to Action by following sug-
gested ways to make a difference.  This week’s tip to Care for our 
Common Home is:  USE LESS WATER:  Water processing accounts for 
approximately 3% of energy use in the United States, according to the 
EPA.  Saving water means saving energy.  Post “please conserve water” 
signs at sinks and showers as reminders, instal low-flow spigots, and select 

the “eco” setting on laundry machines and dishwashers.  Every little change helps!  You can 
be a part of the solution just by making small changes to your habits/routine. For more tips 
and ideas visit:  Catholicclimatecovenant.org  

FINDING HOPE/HEALING HEARTS            
The next grief support group begins:  January 17, 2018 
Meet and journey with other adults who have experienced 
the death of a loved one.   Group size limited, register now! 

Wednesday Afternoons at St. Mary of the Annunciation 
January 17-March 21, 2018 

1:30-3:00pm 
Contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office or see the website for registration 
information. 



Human Concern Commission Members:  Carey Marciniak, Chairperson;  Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-
Aden,   Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jan Swanson;              
Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison                                                                                Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm 

Divorce & Beyond  
is a support group for people who 
are divorced or who have already 
filed for divorce. It is not intended 
for people who are uncertain 
about the future of their marriage. 
This is a closed self-help group 
which means that there is no 
leader/teacher/counselor. The 
facilitator has been trained by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. The 
group is closed to offer stability 
and an atmosphere that fosters 
ease and trust. New groups are 
formed two to three times a year.  
For more info contact Diane 
Mulroe in the office. 
 

Share the Journey – Support the Dream Act 
"Dear brothers and sisters…the coming months 
offer a unique opportunity to advocate and sup-
port the concrete actions which I have de-
scribed with four verbs: to welcome, to protect, to promote and to integrate im-
migrants and refugees” -Pope Francis 
 
The Dream Act of 2017 (S 1615/HR 3440) was recently introduced in Con-
gress. If passed into law, this bipartisan bill would protect immigrant youth, in-
cluding DACA beneficiaries. The Catholic Bishops have long supported these 
immigrant youths and their families who are contributors to our economy and 
exemplify the extraordinary contributions that immigrants provide to our nation. 
It is both our moral duty and in our nation’s best interest to protect them and 
help them reach their God-given potential. 
 
ACTION:  Respond to the call by asking your legislators to pass the Dream Act 
of 2017. Visit the USCCB website: www.JusticeforImmigrants.org. 
 

For additional ways to advocate for immigrants and refugees visit: 
www.CatholicsAndImmigrants.org 

LOSS: Loving outreach to survivors of suicide 
About a million people die by suicide each year, according to the World Health Organization. Additionally, for each of 
those victims, scores of other people are profoundly affected, living each day with grief and loss. Those left behind in 
the aftermath of suicide, nearly 5 million in the United States alone, are spouses, parents, children, siblings, friends, all 
of whom suffer from severe and often debilitating emotions, and complex personal challenges. Many who have gone 
through the experience say they never knew such pain existed. The Archdiocese of Chicago, through Catholic Chari-
ties, reaches out to these survivors of suicide through the LOSS program: Loving Outreach to Survivors of Sui-
cide. Founded by Father Charles Rubey, who directs a team of counselors and therapists, LOSS walks with those who 
have suffered the unspeakable heartache of suicide in their families.  
Cardinal Cupich’s letter to those at a recent LOSS gathering: 
“Together you walk a common journey of suffering and struggle. And together you give each other hope, because of 
your willingness to share your pain, your questions, and even your doubts. A veil of isolation is lifted when you come 
together and you allow God to work through each other. The seeds of hope that you discover in your community and 
your sharing can grow in our world that is so afflicted with loss. You may have initially come to the LOSS program be-
cause of your own personal pain and suffering, but your participation brings a measure of irreplaceable healing and 
hope to a larger world that sits in the shadow of death. I say all of this as one who has experienced the loss of a family 
member through suicide, and it is for this reason that I express my genuine and heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for 
what you, Father Rubey and Catholic Charities are doing. My prayer for you is that in your community and in your 
sharing, you will discover the power of totally relying on God, even in the most difficult circumstances of your lives. 
And in discovering that power, may you give one another strength and courage to continue your journey together and 
radiate hope for all of us.” 
If you or a someone you know is suffering and grieving alone at the loss of a loved one through suicide, I urge you to contact the 
good people at LOSS at their office located at 721 N. LaSalle Street in Chicago by calling 312-655-7283.   



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      
Frassati Catholic Academy:  Mundelein Campus: 847-223-4021    Wauconda Campus: 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 

Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, FCA cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 

Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander, STL      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council 

Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
Linda Green 

Jon Matousek 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 
John Malone* 

 
*ex-officio, secretary 
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