
 DECEMBER 17, 2017  ●  3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Glad Tidings 
Today is Gaudete Sunday, the turning point in the season 
of Advent. After two weeks of contemplating the end-time 
and Christ’s Second Coming, the Church invites us to re-
joice in Christ our Savior. We are filled with joy because we 
know that the coming of Christ is the coming of our salva-
tion. Like Mary, we rejoice because God’s love overflows 
into the world and takes root in our hearts. 

Today’s response, taken from the Magnificat, is 
Mary’s great song of praise and puts her words of praise 
on our lips. Imagine the joy she must have experienced. 
When has Christ filled you with joy? When we ponder 
the Incarnation, how can we not be filled with joy? Jesus 
is the Anointed One who brings Good News to the poor 
and frees the enslaved. Everything that God has prom-
ised to his people is revealed in Jesus and continues to-
day to be revealed in his Church. 

Even though this Sunday is joy filled, we cannot 
forget that many have lost hope and that they find them-
selves on the margins. Jesus calls us to carry the cross and 
be heralds of the Good News to the poor and brokenheart-
ed. It is not always easy, but this is the work of all the bap-
tized. This week, gather a group from your family or parish 
and using these readings for prayer, begin discerning how 
your community can bring glad tidings to the poor and 
release to prisoners. 
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Living God’s Word 
Unlike those who were baptized by John, we were baptized “with 
the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8). If that is so, then “what sort of persons 
ought” we to be? Like Isaiah, John, and Peter, we ought to be both 
heralding and “hastening the coming of the day of God” (2 Peter 
3:12). 
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Readings for the Week 
Monday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  
 Lk 1:5-25 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;  
 Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  

Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 18 
8:00AM †Danny & †Brad Hansen, Sr. req. Carol Hansen & Family 
 †Salvatore & Michelina Panettieri req. The Family  
Tuesday, December 19 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family 
 Living Gene Murden req. Sister MaryLou Loomis & Family 
 †Walter & †Rose Schmidt req. Duane & Fran Schmidt 
 †Marty Lavin req. Wife Donna 
 †Karla Adams req. Parents Ed & Margaret Stahoviak  
 †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
Wednesday, December 20 
8:00AM †Joan Jacob req. The Jacob Family 
 †Chester F. Biel, Jr. req. Julie & Laura Holst 
 †Virgil Schmidt req. Wife Mickie  
Thursday, December 21 
8:00AM †Joseph & †Mary Frankowski, Sr.  
 req. Daughter Sophie Pasciak 
 †Walter Roberts req. The Family 
 †Jim & †Sophia Kirn req. Their Children 
Friday, December 22 
8:00AM †Charles & †Josephine Pascaik, Sr. req. Pasciak Family 
 †Raymond Beyer req. Loving Wife Elizabeth 
Saturday, December 23 
5:00PM †Marlene Haertle req. Family & Friends 
 †Gene Pasciak Sr. req. The Pasciak Family 
 †Wendi Roberts req. Brother Tom & Pamela Ladewig 
 †Judy Ledger req. Audrey Ebert 
 †Mildred Cimpl req. Ed & Laura Kudera Family 
 †Audrey Malanowski req. Arlene Rogalski 
 †Gerald Bingham req. George & Berta Durr 
Sunday, December 24 
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
8:30AM †Danny & †Brad Hansen, Sr. req. Wife Carol & Family 
 †Baranoski req. The Knuth Family 
3:00PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
5:00PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
10:30PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 17 
9:30AM Childcare 
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Monday, December 18 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Tuesday, December 19 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
5:30PM Religious Education Program 
7:00PM Advent Reconciliation  
Wednesday, December 20 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
6:00PM PADS 
7:00PM Care For Creation Ministry Meeting 
7:00PM Faith Formation Meeting 
7:00PM Parish Choir  Rehearsal 
Thursday, December 21 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, December 22 
8:00AM Mass 
8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, December 23 
5:00PM Mass 
Sunday, December 24 
7:30AM Mass 
9:30AM Mass 
3:00PM Mass—Christmas Eve Family Mass Incense Free 
5:00PM Mass—Christmas Eve Mass 
10:30PM Mass—Christ Eve Mass Parish Choir 

Liturgical Ministers December 23, 24, 25 & 26, 2017 

Mass 
Times 

12/23/2017 
5:00PM 

12/24/2017 
7:30AM 

12/24/2017 
9:30AM 

12/24/2017 
3:00PM 

12/24/2017 
5:00PM 

Presiders Fr. Jacob 
Baptism during Mass 

Fr. Jacob Fr. Alexander Fr. Jacob Fr. Alexander 

Deacons Deacon Mike Deacon Al Deacon Gary Deacon Bob Deacon Gary 

Lectors M. Hendricks 
J. Schwartz 

K. Lenzen 
MA. Buchenten 

B. Slack 
M. Arata 

M. Hendricks 
C. Hendricks 

K. Lenzen 
M. Arata 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Deacon 
D. Preazell 
J. Sinkovec 
D. Suhling 
C. Sullivan 
P. Sullivan 
C. Kasamis 
D. Washburn 
S. Washburn 

Deacon 
L. Roberts 
B. Roberts 
Rafferty III 
P. Tekampe 
M. Tekampe 
D. Igielski 
D. Fuller 
L. Zucco 

Deacon  
C. Perrelle 
A.M. Perrelle 
S. Gunther 
K.  
Pieniazkiewicz 
D. Slater 
C. Lutzow 
 

Deacon 
S. Harmon 
D. Harmon 
C. Perrelle 
AM Perrelle 
C. Cline 
C. Kasamis 
D. Prezell 
M. Crutcher 
H. Stumpf 
G. McQuillan 
T. Kennedy 
M. Schofield 

Deacon 
K. Arata 
E. Arata 
B. Kupsak 
S. Washburn 
D. Washburn 

Ministers are needed at every Mass. Please check in the sacristy to sign in. 

12/24/2017 
10:30PM 

Fr. Jacob 
Fr. Alexander 

Deacon Mike 

B. Slack 
M. Meskel 

Deacon  
S. Kajohn 
K. Job 
M. Job 
K. Job 
C. Sims 
D. Hegerle 

12/25/2017 
8:00AM 

Fr. Jacob 

Deacon Bob 

E. McPherson 
P. Coughlin 

Deacon 
J. Fosselman 
Rafferty III 
J. Sinkovec 
L. Bosshart 
E. Martin 
N. Martin 

12/25/2017 
11:00AM 

Fr. Alexander 

Deacon Al 

M. Ori 
J. Matousek 

P. Koch 
J. Koch 
LM Davis 
M. Nelsen 
S. Ropke 
S. Scesniak 
S. Matousek 
R. Peterson 
D. Leuthner 
E. Leuthner 
J. Ferrigan 
D. Ceglarek 
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Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Chuck Giovannini and Dino Giovannini 
 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Annette Witt and James Yost 

Dear Parishioners, 
 Hard to believe it is already the Third Sunday of 
Advent, “Rejoice Sunday," the Sunday when we light the 
pink candle on our Advent wreath. St. Paul exhorts us to 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.” For Pope Francis, the ap-
preciation of our everyday lives is a spiritual undertaking. 
Joy is the surest sign of God’s presence among us and 
creating joy around us is an essential part of practicing 
our faith.  
 
The rather overt implication is that Christians should be 
joyful people—not joyful by living in some kind of fanta-
sy world, but a joy that is rooted in an awareness of the 
God’s love and the precious gift of our lives. Christian 
joy delights in witnessing how God is at work not only 
here and now but throughout salvation history. 
 
If I were to ask, “What is it that truly gives you joy in 
life?”, my hunch is that your answer would be not so 
much about the material things we have, but rather the 
significant people in our lives whom we love and treas-
ure. We often find joy in devoting ourselves to acts of 
service and helping those who are in need.  
 
The biblical message for today is an optimistic one. It is 
the story of a God who cares about us and is willing to 
enter our world. St. Paul tells the Thessalonians—and 
us—to wait for he coming of the Lord with joy, constant 
prayer, and thanksgiving. Thanksgiving or gratitude is at 
the core of our faith. Gratitude is the connection we make 
with the One who has given us the gift. To not be grateful 
or to take our blessings for granted actually robs us of an 
opportunity to experience Joy.  
 

Pope Francis offered this challenge in a homily on Octo-
ber 27th 2013: 
 

How are you? Are you happy? Today I ask you to 
keep this question in your heart and take it home 
with you, as a kind of homework on your own. Is 
there joy in your home? Is there joy in your family? 
That’s the question you have to answer. Dear fami-
lies, you know very well that the true joy we experi-
ence within a family is not superficial; it does not 
come from material things, or from the fact that 
everything seems to be going well… True joy comes 
from a profound harmony among people, something 
that we feel in our hearts and that lets us experi-
ence the beauty of togetherness, of mutual support 
along life’s journey. This feeling of deep joy is root-
ed in God, the presence of God in the family, and 
His love, which is welcoming, merciful, and re-
spectful toward all. Above all love, this love is pa-
tient. Patience is a virtue of God and we must culti-
vate it in family life, and learn to have this patient 
love for one another. 

 
In this final week before we celebrate the great feast of 
Christmas may we pay close attention to where and how 
we experience joy in our lives. May we learn to be patient 
with ourselves and those we love and be truly thankful for 
the presence of Christ in our hearts. 
  
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry 
  



Annual Contribution Statements 
If you would like a statement of your regular 
church contributions for the calendar year 2017 
please call the office. We will be happy to send you 
a statement. 

Ignite Youth Group 
IGNITE is our high school youth group that typically 

meets on the second and fourth Sunday’s of the 
month. Staring next year, our youth nights will focus 
on the Sacraments of Initiation and where they are 
rooted in both the old and the new testaments. Our 

last Youth Night for the year will be on December 17. 
This night will be our Christmas Party, which will include lots of games 

and cookies! We hope to see you there for a fun time! 

Sports Night 
All teens are invited to our next sports night which will 
be held on December 16 over at the gym in the 
school. We will most likely be playing hockey. So 
please bring appropriate gear for that! There will also 
be pizza for everyone at the end. Parents are wel-
come to participate as well. We hope to see you there! 

Catholic Heart Work Camp 
ATTENTION! Those who missed the mission Kickoff meeting, you still 
have the opportunity to join us in 
Knoxville this next summer! Applica-
tions are available in the office. But 
HURRY, spots are filling up quickly. 

Enchanted Castle Lock-In 
Any teen who is in 6th-12th grade is invited to join 

St. Mary Youth Ministry for a lock-in at the 
Enchanted Castle in Lombard, Il. This event will 

take place from Friday, February 2, 2018 @ 9pm 
until Saturday, February 3, 2018 @6:30am. The 

cost for the trip is $60 which covers transportation, pizza, pop, tokens, 
and all amenities inside the Enchanted Castle. Registration forms can 

be found in the office. Email or call Grant with any questions! 

St. Mary Youth Ministry 

Christmas “Oplatek” Wafers  
Authentic, traditional, blessed Christmas wafers, 
“oplatki,” are available at the parish office. Each 
wafer has embossed Nativity scenes. Polish, Slo-
vak and Lithuanian families observe this Christ-

mas tradition. Family members and friends break off a piece of oplatki 
and give it to one another to eat, expressing best wishes and blessing 
upon them and asking for forgiveness. Have your family participate in 
this tender, touching family celebration of love and forgiveness. 

Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic 
Chapel following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday 
through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in 
the Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately 
following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Featured CD for December 
 

Prepare the Way of the King 
by 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
Dr. Scott Hahn—one of the most eminent Catholic theologians in our 
country today—reveals what scholars now know about the shepherds, 
the mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent journey will take on 
new meaning as you prepare your heart for the birth of our Lord. This 
illuminating presentation is sure to help you grow in appreciation of the 
greatest gift ever given to mankind - Jesus Christ. 
 

Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the parish 

to continue the program and offer new material. 

Early Bulletin Submission Dates 
Date of Bulletin  Submission Date 

December 24, 2017  December 15, 2017 

January 1, 2018  December 19, 2017 

Stewardship Report   

Sunday Collection December 10, 2017  $           24,417.76  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,730.77  

Difference  $             2,686.99  

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         521,309.16  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         521,538.46  

Difference  $               (229.30) 

Difference vs. Last Year  $                562.77  

   

Retirement for Religious 12/10/17  $             8,724.12  

Retirement for Religious PY  $             7,584.00  

  $             1,140.12  
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   



Advent  
Reconciliation  
Service 

Tuesday 
December 19 

7:00 PM A short prayer service followed by 
an extended period for examina-
tion and individual confession. 

 Stay informed with the great things happening at St. Mary by joining 
the parish email lists.  To add your email to the list: 
 
• Go to the parish website at www.stmaryfc.org and click on the 

image shown above which will take you to the email registration 
form 

• Enter your email address, name and click “continue” 
• After confirming your email address, enter your first and last 

name in the indicated boxes then select the parish lists you 
would like to join: 

St. Mary News and Announcements to receive parish news-
letter and special announcements. 

Adult Formation to receive the Adult Formation newsletter 
and information about learning opportunities at the parish. 

Youth Ministry or Junior High Ministry to receive infor-
mation from our parish youth ministry groups. 

• Click “join” 
 
It’s that easy! You can easily update your preferences or unsubscribe 
at any time. Call the parish office if you need assistance. (847) 223-
0010. 

Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

Advent & Christmas 

Reconciliation Service 
Tuesday, December 19, 7:00 PM 
Communal Reconciliation Service with individual 
confessions 

Please Note 
There will be no 11:30 Mass on  

Sunday, December 24 
The postcard that was mailed incorrectly listed  

an 11:30 Mass on December 24. 

Christmas Masses 
 

Sunday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
  Contemporary Choir, incense-free 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
10:30 PM  Christmas Eve Mass  
  Parish Choir 
 
Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass 

Incense-free 
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass 

Brass Quintet 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday and Sunday, December 30 & 31 
5:00 PM Saturday; 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 Sunday 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God  

Monday, January 1 
9:00 AM  New Year’s Day 

St. Mary Moms 
Monthly meeting:  
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 
9:30 am - 11:00 am  

Guest speaker: SMM Jennifer Barnes 
Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 (off narthex in main church)  
All moms and children welcome. Please join us! 
 
Questions?   
Please  email stmarysmoms1@gmail.com or  
visit us at www.stmaryfc.org (under Parish Life) 



Simbang Gabi Masses in Lake County 
DATE TIME PARISH PARISH PHONE PASTOR 

Sun. Dec. 17 3:00PM St. Dismas 2500 Sunset Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-5050 Rev. Patrick Rugen 

Sun. Dec. 17 5:00PM St. Anastasia 624 Douglas Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-2875 Rev. Dennis Zalecki 

Mon. Dec. 18 7:00PM St. Gilbert 301 East Belevidere, Grayslake 847-223-4731 Rev. John Chrzan 

Tues. Dec. 19 7:00PM Our Lady of Humility 10655 Wadsworth Road, Zion 847-872-8778 Rev. Paul Stemn 

Wed. Dec. 20 7:00PM Prince of Peace 135 South Milwaukee, Lake Villa 847-356-7915 Rev. Gerald Walsh 

Thurs. Dec. 21 7:00PM St. Mary of Vernon 236 US Hwy 45, Indian Creek 847-362-1005 Rev. Joe Curtis 

Fri. Dec. 22 7:00PM St. Joseph 114 North Lincoln Ave. Round Lake 847-546-3610 Rev. Michael Zoufal 

Sat. Dec. 23 7:30PM Most Blessed Trinity 508 Grand Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-2655 Rev. Jacque Beltran 

Passion Play 2020 
Fr. Jim Presta, Pastor of St. Emily Parish in Mt. Prospect, will host a trip to the Oberammergau Passion Play, June 17-24, 2020. The trip will include 
a visit to the Alpine Treasures, including the city of Salzburg where “The Sound of Music” was filmed, the Eagle’s Nest Excursion, Innsbruck as well 
as the city of Oberammergau where the famous Passion Play takes place.  
 An information meeting about the 2020 Passion Play Trip, with representatives from Trans World Travel, Inc. in Highland Park, will take 
place on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 1 p.m. at St. Emily Church, 1400 East Central Road, Mount Prospect. We will meet in the Parish Center 
(Hajdu Hall) on the west side of the church building. Parking is available in the west lot.  For a brochure on the Passion Trip or further information, 
please contact Sue Hogan at St. Emily’s (847-824-5049 or shogan@stemily.org). 

1. Campaign payments are divided 
60% to St. Mary and 40% to the 
Archdiocese until the Archdiocesan 
Education and Formation target is 
reached. After that point, 100% of 
the funds come to St. Mary. 

2. The Archdiocese will match our 
debt payment on a 3-to-1 basis. 
The $1.2 million from St. Mary plus 
the $3.6 million from the Archdio-
cese will eliminate our $4.8 million 
construction debt 

3. St. Mary Capital Projects to be 
funded by the campaign once the 
Archdiocesan Debt Retirement 
targets have been met are: the 
repaving of our parking lots; and 
remodeling the basement of the 
1889 Church for use by PADS and 
parish groups. 

To Teach Who Christ Is Capital Campaign Update 
 

The latest monthly update on the progress of our capital campaign is below. As you can see, we continue to make steady progress.  The 
fulfillment of your generous pledges is moving St. Mary ever-closer to the goal of retiring our debt! Once the debt has been eliminated, we will 
then be able to address several much-needed improvements of our campus. We are deeply grateful for the commitment and generosity of 
everyone who has been contributing to the campaign over these many months!  

Results through October 31, 2017 
       

Pledges  Amount     
Goal  $2,350,000      
Pledges  $2,682,622   114% of goal 
Pledges Made  515      

       
Payments This Month  $36,821      
Total Payments Received  $1,239,343   46% of pledge$ 
Balance Remaining   $1,444,529     

       
Campaign Allocations1  Target  To-Date  Target% 

Archdiocesan Education and Formation  $642,000  $495,737  77% 
St. Mary Construction Debt2  $1,200,000  $743,606  62% 
St. Mary Capital Projects3  $508,000  $0  0% 

Total:  $2,350,000  $1,239,343   
       



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Christmas is only two weeks away.  As we rush to clean the 
house, prepare turkey dinners and finish (begin?) our Christ-

mas shopping in these final, frantic days, it’s hard to remember 
why we’re doing any of this. Here are two tidbits (one humorous, 
the other serious) that should help us remember what this holy day 
and season are really all about. Amidst all of the secular and com-
mercial stuff, we must not forget that Christmas is a spiritual event.  

 
From author/columnist Dave Barry:   
To avoid offending anybody, the schools dropped religion altogether 
and started singing about the weather. At my son’s school, they now 
hold the winter program in February and sing increasingly non-
memorable songs such as “Winter Wonderland,” “Frosty the Snowman” 
and — this is a real song — “Suzy Snowflake,” all of which is pretty 
funny because we live in Miami. A visitor from another planet would 
assume that the children belonged to the Church of Meteorology.  
(“Notes on Western Civilization,” Chicago Tribune Magazine, July 28, 
1991)  
 
On this Sunday the Gospel story of John the Baptist again reminds us to 
listen to the voice crying out to call us to repentance and greater fidelity, 
and to be a voice crying out for greater love, compassion and justice in 
the world. 
 
From author Alice Camille: 
Even on my best days I humbly admit “I am not the Christ.” Even on that 
occasion in third grade when I proudly won the Religion Bee at our 
Catholic school (I knew what the Immaculate Conception was), I was 
not quite on the verge of saving the world—although I felt capable of it 
at the time. In the most powerful moments of my life, I was not powerful 
enough to salvage human history. In my wisest hour I couldn’t solve the 
problem of sin or explain why people suffer. In my kindest hour I could-
n’t mend a broken heart, much less a shattered leg….Only God can do 
these things. Only through the life, ministry, and teaching of the divine 
Son can they be revealed to us. I can dearly wish for miracles, for the 
healing of a friend or the happiness of a family member or peace on 
earth. I can pray for these outcomes, and should, and do. But I can’t 
bring so much as a gnat into being on my own. I know who I am, which 
includes knowing who I’m not. 

 Yet it’s easy for any of us to get confused on this score. John 
the Baptist wasn’t. Whether he claimed to be the Christ or the local 
dogcatcher probably didn’t matter at this point in his career: He was 
toast either way. Still he refused to aggrandize his position in the 
scheme of things. He wouldn’t describe himself as so much as a proph-
et. He simply designated himself as a voice. He cried out. That was the 
most he was willing to claim. 

 And being a voice isn’t bad. All of us who call ourselves Chris-
tian share this fundamental vocation. We cry out. We speak against 
injustice, stand with those who suffer, tell the truth in a season of easy 
lies…Most of us won’t lose our heads for embracing this vocation. But it 
may cost us a fraction of our income, a bit of social influence, the back-
slapping approval of some neighbors, or a few hours of our time. Occa-
sionally someone loses a job or a lifestyle for crying out—but reaps 
everlasting benefits, which you have to admit is a pretty good retirement 
package. Without being the Christ, we remain “in Christ” – a state in 
which all things are possible. 

 
If you wish to contact me, please leave a note in the parish office or 
send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

What You Need to Know About the “Invest in Kids” 
Tax Credit Scholarships 
Through the “Invest in Kids Act,” Illinois children from low-income 
households who want to attend private schools will have access to 
new scholarships. The scholarships offered* through this program 
could cover up to 100 percent of tuition and eligible fees for next 
school year. Below is more information about how to apply and details 
on eligibility requirements. 
 
TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS 
Students from low-income households in grades K-12 have the oppor-
tunity to receive tax credit scholarships for the 2018/19 school year. 
These scholarships are funded by donors who receive a credit on their 
Illinois state income tax as a result of their donation. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Since this is a new program, application details are being finalized, and 
the Archdiocese will share them as soon as they are available. When 
the time comes, the Archdiocese will provide assistance by answering 
your questions and helping families complete the application. 
 
HELP APPLYING 
You will be able to get help applying for the scholarship in-person at a 
variety of events in your community in the coming months. The Archdi-
ocese will share the dates and locations of these events as these de-
tails are finalized. For families whose first language is not English, we 
will have in-person resources available to help you through the appli-
cation process. 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
You will need to apply for tax credit scholarships through a scholarship 
granting organization (SGO), which will manage this process, instead 
of the Archdiocese or your school directly. It is still being determined 
when the SGO may begin accepting applications and the deadline for 
submitting applications. The Archdiocese will provide more information 
as soon as it is available. Scholarships will be awarded on a first come, 
first serve basis, so it is very important that when the application pro-
cess begins, you apply early. 
 
HOW TO QUALIFY 
Eligibility to receive a scholarship is based on your family’s household 
income. For example, a student could receive a scholarship if his/her 
family income is less than $73,800 a year for a family of four. See 
chart below for more information on eligibility for tax credit scholar-
ships. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT 
Your family could receive a scholarship that covers up to 100 percent 
of tuition and eligible fees for next school year. See the chart below 
that shows how much you could receive to cover tuition based on your 
income for a family of four. 
 
Household Income Per Year* Eligible Scholarship Amount 
• Less than $45,510 100 percent of tuition 
• $45,510–$61,500 75 percent of tuition 
• $61,500–$73,800 50 percent of tuition 
 * Family of Four 
 
To learn more, please visit archchicago.org/tcs or contact the Archdi-
ocese at investinkids@archchicago.org or 312.534.5321. 
*Scholarships may NOT exceed $12,973, the 2018/19 statewide aver-
age public school cost for K-12 students. 



This Week at Home 
Monday, December 18, O Lord 
In this third week of Advent, the readings begin to focus more directly on the 
birth of Christ. In today’s Gospel, Joseph learns how Mary conceived Jesus. 
Although Scripture does not provide a lot of insight on Jesus’ foster father, 
the glimpse we get here shows an obedient, loving, and generous man. This 
passage helps us know that God, through the Incarnation, is truly with us. 
The praying of the “O” Antiphons begins this week. Consider using them with 
your meal prayer this week.  
 

Tuesday, December 19, O Root of Jesse 
The two readings today present God’s awesome power to overcome any trial. 
First, we hear the story of the wife of Manoah who learns from an angel that 
she will bear a son. Second, the angel Gabriel tells Zechariah that his wife, 
Elizabeth, will conceive a son. Imagine how these two women, once barren, 
rejoiced at the news of conception. Upon their lips were songs of praise. Light 
candles and pray today for all the unborn and for those who are unable to 
conceive.  
 

Wednesday, December 20, O Key of David 
The Gospel Acclamation tells of the Key of David setting prisoners free. As 
we draw closer to Christmas, it is good to reflect on Christ, the Key who un-
locks the gates of heaven. It is Christ, the descendant of David, who ransoms 
us from sin and darkness so we can walk in the light of his countenance. 
Take your keys today and use them in your prayer as you do lectio divina 
with today’s psalm.  
 

Thursday, December 21, O Dayspring 
This is the second time during Advent that we have heard this portion of the 
Gospel reading from Luke. Because John leapt in Elizabeth’s womb, she 
seems to know that Mary is carrying the Christ. Her prayer, which we say in 
the Hail Mary explains it all. Mary’s womb is blessed. Imagine if you were 
Elizabeth. How might you react to this news? Song of Songs provides images 
to ponder when we think of the bridegroom coming to be with us. How can 
we not leap for joy and sing a new song!  
 

Friday, December 22, O King of Nations 
Today we encounter Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Mary. These two 
women sing the praises of God at the birth of their children. Listen carefully to 
the psalm response today and notice its connection to the Magnificat in the 
Gospel proclamation. Both texts praise God’s power to cast the rich aside 
and raise up the poor. Jesus, the King of the Nations, has conquered the 
enemy — so let us rejoice. Today read a commentary on the Gospel and 
meditate on its rich imagery.  
 

Saturday, December 23, O Emmanuel 
In the First Reading, the prophet Malachi announces a messenger who will 
prepare the way for God’s coming. The Gospel tells of the birth of John the 
Baptist, the one whose call to repent and prepare a way for the Lord began 
our Advent season. Have you listened to John’s plea? Review your Advent 
journey tonight, and be attentive to the rough ways in your life that still need 
straightening. Praise God for the good works already accomplished.  
 
© 2017 Liturgy Training Publications; 800-933-1800. Written by Timothy A. 
Johnston. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on 
February 23, 2017. 



HUMAN 
CONCERNS 
COMMISSION: 
 
The mission of the 
Human Concerns 
Commission is to 
promote the word 
and manifest the 
love of Jesus Christ 
by helping those 
who are in need, 
following the 
principle that 
“whatever you do to 
the least of my 
people, you do unto 
me.” 

We can respond to Pope Francis’ Call to Action by following suggested ways to 
make a difference.  This week’s tip to Care for our Common Home 
is:  RECYCLE MORE.  Recycling reduces your carbon footprint both be-
cause landfills emit greenhouse gases through decomposition, and because 
manufacturing from scratch is carbon-intensive.  Find where and how to 
recyclye almost anything in your area at search.earth911.com   For more 
tips and ideas visit:  Catholicclimatecovenant.org  

3rd week of Advent FOR FAMILIES: 
1. Light 1 PINK & 2 PURPLE candles on the Advent wreath.  
2. Say the Advent prayer below.  
3. Choose 1 book that you can give away. Find a “little free library” or other place to 
donate it.  

Dear God,  
Your world is a wonderful and beautiful place. Teach us to 
love and respect it.  
Help us learn to care for our common home.  As we wait for 
Jesus to come at Christmas, help us prepare our hearts so we 
can live wisely, think deeply, and love generously.  Amen  

Coping With Your Grief & Loss During the Holiday Seasons 
Eliminate Unnecessary Stress  You may already feel stressed so try not to overextend yourself. Avoid isolating 
yourself, at the same time recognizing your need to have some special time for yourself. Understand also that mere-
ly “keeping busy” will not really distract you from your grief, but may actually increase stress and postpone the real 
need to talk out thoughts and feelings related to your grief. 
 
Be With Supportive, Comforting People  Identify those friends and relatives who understand that the holiday sea-
son can increase your sense of loss and who will allow you to talk openly about your feelings. Find those persons 
who encourage you to be yourself and accept all of your feelings. 
 
Embrace Your Memories  Memories are one of the best legacies we have after the death of a loved one and holidays 
always remind us of times past. Instead of ignoring these memories, share them with your family and friends. Know 
that your memories may be woven with many feelings – including happiness and sadness. Your memories may 
bring laughter and they may bring tears – each of these is a real and honest emotion that deserves to be expressed. 
Memories of the person who died were made in love and need to be honored and treasured and affirmed. 
 
Renew Your Resources for Living  Spend some time thinking about the meaning and purpose of your life. The 
death of someone loved creates opportunities for taking inventory of your life – past, present and future. The combi-
nation of a holiday and a loss naturally results in looking inward and assessing your individual situation. Make the 
best use of this time to define the positive things in life that surround you. 
 
Express Your Spiritual Beliefs  During the holidays, you may find a renewed sense of spirituality or faith or discov-
er a new set of beliefs. Associate with people who understand and respect your need to talk about these beliefs. You 
may find it comforting to attend a holiday service or special religious ceremony. 
 
As You Approach the Holidays, Remember… Grief is Both a Necessity and a Privilege  Grief comes as a result of 
giving and receiving love. You need to grieve the death of a loved one. Don’t let anyone take your grief away. Love 
yourself. Be patient with yourself and allow yourself to be surrounded by loving, caring people. 

Adapted from Alan Wolfelt, Center for Loss & Life Transition 
 

If you would like more information about grief support, please contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office. 



FINDING HOPE/HEALING HEARTS 
The next grief support group begins January 17, 2018 
Meet and journey with other adults who have experienced the death of a loved one.    
Group size limited, register now! 

Wednesday Afternoons at St. Mary of the Annunciation 
January 17-March 21, 2018 

Contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office or see the website for registration information. 

What is the Share the Journey campaign? 
Share the Journey has at its heart the vision 
of a united global human family. Our 
focus is on our joint journey as people on the 
move in departure, transit and host 
communities. Our public awareness cam-

paign promotes opportunities and spaces for migrants and communities to 
come together and share stories and experiences with the aim of strengthening 
the bonds between migrants and communities. 
Who is running the campaign?  Caritas Internationalis runs the campaign. We 
are a global confederation of 165 national development agencies. We are the 
charitable arm of the Catholic Church and our confederation works at diocesan, 
national, regional and international level on issues such as poverty, migration, 
climate change, hunger, health and emergencies. 
How is Pope Francis involved?  Pope Francis launched the campaign from 
Saint Peter’s Square on 27th September 2017. On that day he invited everyone 
around the world to “Share the Journey” with refugees and migrants. 
Why is Caritas running the campaign?  Pope Francis has made numerous ap-
peals to promote the culture of encounter in an effort to combat the culture of 
indifference in the world today. It means seeing through the eyes of others ra-
ther than turning a blind eye. “Not just to see but to look. Not just to hear but to 
listen. Not just to meet and pass by, but to stop. And don’t just say ‘what a shame, poor 
people,’ but allow ourselves to be moved by pity.” 
– Pope Francis. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN OUR 
COMMUNITIES: O Lord our 
God, in your mercy and kindness, 
no thought of ours is left unno-
ticed, no desire or concern ig-
nored. You have proven that bless-
ings abound when we fall on our 
knees in prayer, and so we turn to 
you in our hour of need. Sur-
rounded by violence and cries for 
justice, we hear your voice telling 
us what is required . . . “Only to do 
justice and to love goodness, and 
to walk humbly with your 
God” (Mi 6:8). Fill us with your 
mercy so that we, in turn, may be 
merciful to others. Strip away 
pride, suspicion, and racism so 
that we may seek peace and justice 
in our communities. Strengthen 
our hearts so that they beat only to 
the rhythm of your holy will. 
Flood our path with your light as 
we walk humbly toward a future 
filled with encounter and unity. Be 
with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for 
only by the prompting of your 
grace can we progress toward vir-
tue. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. Copyright © 2016, 

Therese Wilson-Favors. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture 
quote taken from the New American Bible, Revised Edition, copyright © 
2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, 
DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A MINISTER OF CARE 
COME TO THE HOME TO BRING COMMUNION AND PRAYERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY. 

Thanks to all who participated in 
the 2nd annual HCC/PLC parish 
service event at Feed My Starving 
Children.  We packed 20,736 meals 
which will feed 57 children for a 
year! 
This is a photo of the prayer and 
blessing over the 96 packed boxes 
of food! 
   

Human Concern Commission Members:  Carey Marciniak, Chairperson;  Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-
Aden,   Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jan Swanson;              
Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison                                                                                Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm 



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      
Frassati Catholic Academy:  Mundelein Campus: 847-223-4021    Wauconda Campus: 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 

Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, FCA cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 

Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander, STL      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council 

Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
Linda Green 

Jon Matousek 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 
John Malone* 

 
*ex-officio, secretary 
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