
 DECEMBER 10, 2017  ●  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

A New Heaven and Earth 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11; Psalm 85:9–10, 11
–12, 13–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14; Mark 1:1–8. During this 
second week of Advent, we reflect on the future God 
has in store for us. When we delve more deeply into 
the Scriptures, it becomes clear that Advent is not as 
simple as we may think. Last week’s readings urged 
us to be watchful and to ready ourselves for Christ’s 
coming. This is not easy; it requires attention to 
God’s Word within us. This week’s message is in the 
same vein. 

The prophet Isaiah paints a beautiful picture 
for the Israelites who are in captivity. Salvation will 
come, and the Lord will forgive all their sins. The 
image is radical. Isaiah depicts mountains being lev-
eled and valleys being filled. He directs Zion to tell 
this Good News to the entire world. A similar theme 
is in the Gospel. John the Baptist is the herald of the 
coming Messiah. John calls all creation to repent and 
seek God’s forgiveness. He is the herald who paves 
the way for Jesus, the one who reveals the new heav-
en and earth, which Peter speaks of in the Second 
Reading. 
 What does it look like to prepare our hearts 
and minds for the coming of Christ? It takes a vul-
nerable and watchful heart. We can find ourselves 
held captive. When we seek God’s forgiveness with 
contrite hearts, we open ourselves to an amazing 
grace. God’s mercy is the wellspring of all healing. 
So let us act out our salvation in the ways we live 
and announce the triumphant entry of the coming 
Christ. 
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Readings for the Week 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39- 
 47, or any readings from the Common of  
 The Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;  
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 11 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family 
  †Gerald “Jerry” Bingham  
  req. Brother Dick & Nancy Bingham 
Tuesday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:00AM  Living Gene Murden  
   req. Sister Mary Lou Loomis & Family 
   †Wendi Roberts req. Bev Trimble Traveling Nurse Assoc. 
   †Frank & †Marie Vullo  
   req. Duane & Fran Schmidt Family 
Wednesday, December 13, Saint Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
  †Brad Hansen, Sr. req. Wife Carol & Family 
Thursday, December 14, St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
8:00AM †Tom Forte req. Victoria Hansen 
   †Chester F. Biel, Jr. req. Robert & Carolyn Holst 
9:00AM †Al Hakala req. Sophie & Family 
Friday, December 15 
8:00AM Living Gene Schmidt Family 
   †John Bowes req. Wife Margaret & Family 
   †Gerald Bingham req. Tony Granhan 
Saturday, December 16 
5:00PM Living Wedding Anniversary Tom & Michelle Schofield 
   Living Gavin Owen Horak-Rearer req. Grandma Meridy 
   †Wendi Roberts req. Parents Joyce & Vernon Ladewig 
   †Ken Gauger req. The Family 
   †Bob Luhr req. Anna Scott 
  †Lloyd Yore req. Geri Graham 
  †Marty Lavin req. John Bram 
Sunday, December 17 
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
9:30AM Living Eileen Ouimet req. The Ouimet Family 
  Living Emma Quid Granddaughter of Bob & Carol Ouid 
  †Theodore & †Bernie Phillips  
  req. Carol & Brad Hansen Family 
  †Jim & †Sophia Kirn req. Their Children 
  †Lina Fruscione req. Husband Salvatore & Family 
  †Bradley Hansen, Sr. req. Debord Family 
  †Harold Burkhalter req. The Stowe Family 
11:30AM †Ralph,  †Virginia & †Mary Lou Diebold  
  req. The Diebold Family 
  †William Buchholz req. Wife Rose & Family 
  †Paul Beauvais req. Wife Bonnie & Family 
  †Catherine A. Devane req. Karl & Rita Kompare 
  †Mary Lou Fahey req. Jane Finerty & Family 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Alexander Fr. Alexander Fr. Pelrine Fr. Jacob 

Deacons Deacon Isaac Deacon Gary Deacon Bob Deacon Howard 

Lectors T. Powell 
J. Powell 

S. Bosshart 
P. Coughlin 

C. Lutzow 
K. Igielski 

S. Poletto 
M. Smith 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS DECEMBER 16 & 17, 2017 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon,  
J. Murphy 
J. Koch 
P. Koch, 
W. Pohl, M. Pohl 
A. Bujan, E. Bujan,  
J. Schwartz 

Deacon 
L. Bosshart, C. Cline 
K. Lenzen, R. Hegerle 
M. Manning 
M. Manning 
J. Thompson 
M. Sikorski 

Deacon 
B. Aden, K. Aden 
K. Arata, E. Arata 
M. Grady, H. Grady,  
E. Leuthner, D. Leuthner 
H. Stumpf,  
K. Pannhausen 

Deacon, M. Crutcher 
E. McPherson 
J. Lyman, L. Tooke 
M. Ranchero,  
J. Ranchero 
M. Schofield 
C. Sims 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 10—Hospitality 
 9:30AM Children 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 12:30PM Simbang Gabi Ministry Meeting 
Monday, December 11 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 12:00PM St. Mary Senior Meeting Off Site 
 12:00PM Ministry of Care Meeting 
 7:00PM Domestic Violence Ministry Meeting 
Tuesday, December 12 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Adoration Begins 
 9:00AM Book of Revelations 
 2:00PM Prayer Shawl Meeting 
 5:30PM Youth Meeting 
 7:00PM Book of Revelation 
 8:30PM Adoration Ends 
Wednesday, December 13 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 6:30PM PADS 
 7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, December 14 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 11:30AM Communication Team Meeting 
 7:00PM Parish Council Meeting 
 7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, December 15 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:00PM Simbang Gabi 
Saturday, December 15 
 8:00AM Book of Revelations 
 9:30AM Religious Education Program 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Sunday, December 16 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
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Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
On the Second Sunday of Advent we recall the appearance in time of 
John the Baptist. The Gospel makes note of his rather austere clothing 
and unusual diet. These details tell us that something new is taking 
place. John the Baptist is setting the stage for the coming of the Messi-
ah.  
 
It is interesting to take note that in the Gospel of Mark, the first canoni-
cal gospel written, there is no infancy narrative. The Gospel of Mark 
begins with a quote from the prophet Isaiah: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord,” followed by John the Baptist baptizing many in the Jordan River 
for the forgiveness of their sins.  There is certainly a feeling of urgency 
and anticipation of the One who is to come.   
 
This experience of urgency and anticipation is upon us in our time too.  
With only 14 days remaining until Christmas, we might also experience 
the stress of trying to get everything on our list completed.  In these 
remaining days of Advent I pray that we also take some time for prayer 
and reflection: Who and what are we really preparing for?  What do I 
need to say “no” to in order to say “yes” to the things that matter to 
God.  May God grant us the grace to be more attentive to the hope 
and newness of life that Christ’s birth promises to us.  
 
Changing gears a bit, we offer our congratulations to Sydney Szalinski, 
who received the Golden Rose award last Saturday from Fr. Ron 
Hicks, the Vicar General of the Archdiocese. This award is given to a 
young woman in high school who has made a difference in her com-
munity of faith.  
 
I was pleased to nominate Sydney for this award as she has faithfully 
served the people of St. Mary’s in many ways, including Peer Ministry, 
as a Catechist for Religious Education, and as an Altar Server. She 
has also participated in several mission trips. Sydney has given very 
generous amounts of time and effort with Youth Ministry events, Feed 
My Starving Children, and fundraising activities. A junior in high school, 
Sydney has shown not only how to be a solid and effective Catholic 
leader, but she has also proven to be an excellent example for her 
peers. She is pictured here with her parents, Kathy and John, and with 
Fr. Ron Hicks. 
 
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry  
 
 
 
 



Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

 

Eileen Ouimet 
 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Betty Tauscher, Tony Pepping 

Christmas “Oplatek” Wafers  
Authentic, traditional, blessed Christmas wafers, 
“oplatki,” are available at the parish office. Each 
wafer has embossed Nativity scenes. Polish, Slo-
vak and Lithuanian families observe this Christ-

mas tradition. Family members and friends break off a piece of oplatki 
and give it to one another to eat, expressing best wishes and blessing 
upon them and asking for forgiveness. Have your family participate in 
this tender, touching family celebration of love and forgiveness. 

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
December 12 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place in the Eucharistic chapel on Tuesday, 
December 12, from 8:30 AM until 8:30 PM.  
The sign-up book is in the narthex.  

Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic 
Chapel following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday 
through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in 
the Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately 
following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Be a Part of St. Mary’s Youth Ministry 
 
Catholic Heart Work Camp 
ATTENTION! Those who missed the 
mission kickoff meeting, you still have 
the opportunity to join us in Knoxville this next summer! Applications 
are available in the office. But HURRY, spots are filling up quickly. 

Featured CD for December 
 

Prepare the Way of the King 
by 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
Dr. Scott Hahn—one of the most eminent Catholic theologians in our 
country today—reveals what scholars now know about the shepherds, 
the mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent journey will take on 
new meaning as you prepare your heart for the birth of our Lord. This 
illuminating presentation is sure to help you grow in appreciation of the 
greatest gift ever given to mankind - Jesus Christ. 
 

Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the parish 

to continue the program and offer new material. 

Stewardship Report   
Sunday Collection December 3, 2017  $           27,074.11  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,730.77  

Difference  $             5,343.34 

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         496,085.40  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         499,807.69  

Difference  $            (3,722.29) 

Difference vs. Last Year  $            (6,446.99) 
   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

IGNITE YOUTH GROUP 
IGNITE is our high school youth group that typically 
meets on the second and fourth Sunday’s of the 
month. Staring next year, our youth nights will focus 
on the Sacraments of Initiation and where they are 
rooted in both the old and the new testaments. Our 
last Youth Night for the year will be on December 

17. This night will be our Christmas Party, which will include lots of 
games and cookies! We hope to see you there for a fun time! 

Sports Night 
All teens are invited to our next sports night 
which will be held on Saturday, December 16 
after mass over at the gym in the school. We will 
most likely be playing hockey. So please bring 
appropriate gear for that! There will also be pizza 
for everyone at the end. Parents are welcome to 
participate as well. We hope to see you there! 

Enchanted Castle Lock-In 
Any teen that is in 6th-12th grade is invited 
to join St. Mary Youth Ministry for a lock-in 
at the Enchanted Castle in Lombard, Il. This 
event will take place from Friday, February 
2, 2018 @ 9pm until Saturday, February 3, 
2018 @6:30am. The cost for the trip is $60 

which covers transportation, pizza, pop, tokens, and all amenities 
inside the Enchanted Castle. Registration forms can be found in the 
office. Email (gbright@stmota.org) or call Grant with any questions! 



Annual Contribution Statements 

If you would like a statement of your regular church 
contributions for the calendar year 2017 please call 
the office. We will be happy to send you a state-
ment. 

Dear Rev. Jacob: 
 Thank you for your $6,436.25 donation to Most Blessed 
Trinity Parish. The thoughtfulness behind this very generous gift is 
very much appreciated. Thank you for your commitment to sup-
porting the Church. 
 I can assure you that these monies will be put to good 
use as we attempt each day to be present to and for our diverse 
community of faith. Your generosity will help us considerably. 
 
May God Bless you,  
Rev. Jacques Beltran, pastor 
Most Blessed Trinity Parish 

Early Bulletin Submission Dates 
Date of Bulletin  Submission Date 

December 17, 2017  December 12, 2017 

December 24, 2017  December 15, 2017 

January 1, 2018  December 19, 2017 

Advent  
Reconciliation  
Service 

Tuesday 
December 19 

7:00 PM A short prayer service followed by 
an extended period for examina-
tion and individual confession. 

St. Mary Seniors  
Meeting, December 11 
Our next scheduled meeting will be on Monday, 
December 11 at Marvella’s. For information please 
call Jeanne Cooper at 847-606-2357. 

 Stay informed with the great things happening at St. Mary by joining 
the parish email lists.  To add your email to the list: 
 
• Go to the parish website at www.stmaryfc.org and click on the 

image shown above which will take you to the email registration 
form 

• Enter your email address, name and click “continue” 
• After confirming your email address, enter your first and last 

name in the indicated boxes then select the parish lists you 
would like to join: 

St. Mary News and Announcements to receive parish news-
letter and special announcements. 

Adult Formation to receive the Adult Formation newsletter 
and information about learning opportunities at the parish. 

Youth Ministry or Junior High Ministry to receive infor-
mation from our parish youth ministry groups. 

• Click “join” 
 
It’s that easy! You can easily update your preferences or unsubscribe 
at any time. Call the parish office if you need assistance. (847) 223-
0010. 

Thanks for Giving 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed 
me.  Matthew 25:35 

This Thanksgiving we distributed plentiful food baskets to 19 
families helped by the Society –  
30 adults & 46 children, as well as delivered 4.5 truckloads of 
food to Holy Family Food Pantry in Waukegan to serve hundreds 
of families in need.   
 
From all of us at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, thank you for 
serving others in the mission of your life.  It is a great work that we 
care for the poor, the suffering and the marginalized. 
Profound gratitude to our donors, volunteers, drivers, and the Knight 
of Columbus-Cardinal Stritch Council.     

SVdP established at St. Mary on March 25, 1993. 
Know someone facing a hardship, needing assistance from 
SVdP, please have them call the intake line at 224-522-8863. 



DATE TIME PARISH PARISH PHONE PASTOR 

Fri. Dec. 15 7:00PM St. Mary of the Annunciation 22333 West Erhart Road, Mundelein 847-223-0010 Rev. Jerome Jacob 

Sat. Dec. 16 5:00PM St. Paul the Apostle 6401 Gages Lake Road, Gurnee 847-918-0600 Rev. Greg Houck 

Sun. Dec. 17 3:00PM St. Dismas 2500 Sunset Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-5050 Rev. Patrick Rugen 

Sun. Dec. 17 5:00PM St. Anastasia 624 Douglas Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-2875 Rev. Dennis Zalecki 

Mon. Dec. 18 7:00PM St. Gilbert 301 East Belevidere, Grayslake 847-223-4731 Rev. John Chrzan 

Tues. Dec. 19 7:00PM Our Lady of Humility 10655 Wadsworth Road, Zion 847-872-8778 Rev. Paul Stemn 

Wed. Dec. 20 7:00PM Prince of Peace 135 South Milwaukee, Lake Villa 847-356-7915 Rev. Gerald Walsh 

Thurs. Dec. 21 7:00PM St. Mary of Vernon 236 US Hwy 45, Indian Creek 847-362-1005 Rev. Joe Curtis 

Fri. Dec. 22 7:00PM St. Joseph 114 North Lincoln Ave. Round Lake 847-546-3610 Rev. Michael Zoufal 

Sat. Dec. 23 7:30PM Most Blessed Trinity 508 Grand Avenue, Waukegan 847-623-2655 Rev. Jacque Beltran 

Maligayang Pasko Sa Inyong Lahat (Merry Christmas to Everyone) 

Simbang Gabi at St Mary of the Annunciation 
Prior to a recent parishioner preparation meeting for Simbang Gabi after 11:30 Mass, this year’s St Mary Simbang Gabil coordinator, Evelyn Martin, 
spent a few minutes reflecting on the meaning and the roots for the Filipino celebration of Simbang Gabi. 
 “I recall making parols (Christmas stars) with my father for years! It was such a joyous time and became a bonding opportunity for us! The 
celebration showcases the Filipino culture and traditions so well. Serving others, showing friendship and sharing our beautiful faith are the most 
precious values.” 
 This year’s Simbang Gabi celebration at St Mary of the 
Annunciation is scheduled for Friday, December 15th at 7:00 PM. St 
Mary’s has been a host parish for many years. The celebration 
draws families of various ethnic backgrounds from all over Lake 
County. In 2016, more than 750 adults, teens and children attended 
the celebration at St Mary of the Annunciation. 
 “Historically, Simbang Gabi begins nine days prior to 
Christmas, and is celebrated each morning at 5:00 AM in the Philip-
pines. Here in Lake County, nine different parishes collaborate and 
host the celebration each evening leading up to Christmas. Our hope 
is to have as many people as possible join us and partake in the 
joyous Mass and the festive and bountiful reception. I enjoy sharing 
my culture with all my brothers and sisters here at St Mary, and, of 
course, passing the tradition down to my own children!” 
 
For more information about Simbang Gabi, please visit the Asian 
Culture Initiative at the Archdiocese of Chicago website, www.archchicago.org. 

News of Comfort 
 In a time of preparation, much of it having to do 
with material things, it is good to hear the words of Isai-
ah, “Comfort, give comfort to my people, / says your 
God” (Isaiah 40:1). In a time of such stress and rush, 
when our usual burdens are augmented by piles of 
Christmas preparations, we can choose to slow down, 
take some time to heal, and appreciate the enormous 
gift we are about to receive. Christ, the Son of God, has 

become one of us, and knows our human limitations. Yet God, even now, is free-
ing us from the burdens that our inattentiveness to our God and to our deepest 
inner longings have heaped upon us. The Lord comes, not as a king with mighty 
armies, but as a shepherd leading the flocks with care and tenderness. Isaiah 
prophesies good news: our oppression is over, our sins forgiven. The savior we 
have awaited is coming, not the first time, but in the end times, as our salvation. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

The Second Sunday of Advent always focuses on the ministry 
of John the Baptist. This year, John is featured on the Third 

Sunday as well. Through the centuries John has been honored as 
the greatest of the prophets. Jesus says of him, “I solemnly as-
sure you, history has not known a man born of woman greater 
than John the Baptizer.” (Mt. 11:11)  Yet we know very little about 

him. He left no writings and there is no Book of John the Baptist in the 
Bible. All that the brief accounts in the Gospels tell us is that John was 
a firebrand and an eccentric, even by the standards of his time. Yet 
John was so alive with the fire of the Spirit that he fearlessly pro-
claimed the Kingdom of God and rebuked moral corruption even 
though it cost him his life.  
 

But what does this have to do with you and me? First of all, we are 
called to be John the Baptist. No, we don’t have to live in the wild, 
wear animal pelts, and eat insects. But all of us are called to give bold 
witness to Jesus. By our words, deeds and lifestyles, others should 
realize that we live in the joy of knowing that Jesus is Lord.  
 

No matter how much we practice the externals of our faith, we are all 
in need of inner reform. In addition, the world around us needs to be 
transformed into the Kingdom of God. Simply attending Mass 52 Sun-
days a year is not sufficient. We need to lead lives of service and pray-
er that bear fruit for others. To the extent that we fall short of this, we 
are rightfully the target of John’s wrath.  
 

Serving the downtrodden and those in need sounds altruistic, but it is 
really hard, dangerous work. It extends beyond getting our personal 
lives in order into the messy business of transforming the world into 
the Kingdom of God. Like John, giving witness to Christ and the Gos-
pel may often require us to take unpopular stances versus the prevail-
ing wisdom of the world. Ask yourself: How energetic have you been in 
advocating for government policies and tax laws that care for the poor 
instead of the wealthy? For policies and programs that protect immi-
grants and refugees? For regulations and practices that protect our 
common earthly home?  
 

The second lesson for us to learn is that we need to look for and listen 
to the prophets of our times who call us to conversion. Since they call 
us to fundamental change, such prophets will not give us “warm fuzz-
ies” and we won’t be easily drawn to them. Much of our culture denies 
sin, avoids personal responsibility, and says “If it makes me feel happy 
and content, that’s all that matters.” This attitude is not consistent with 
the Gospel. John the Baptist would have a field day ranting about our 
self-absorption.  
 

To find a modern John the Baptist, look for someone whose ideas 
about living our faith make you uncomfortable because s/he calls us to 
leave our comfort zone for a greater commitment and sacrifice. Any-
one delivering a “feel-good” message that speaks of God’s love with-
out also talking about God’s demanding expectations, is not a true 
prophet. If we are not called to disturbing – perhaps even painful – 
change, that messenger is delivering a diluted Gospel or maybe even 
downright falsehood. Look for the Martin Luther King, Jr.’s who tell us 

Praying the Rosary as Did Pope St. John Paul II 
Deacon Auld offers an 11-week initiative to develop a close relation-
ship with Christ through the recitation of the Rosary using John Paul 
II’s Apostolic Letter, “On the Most Holy Rosary,” as a guide. 
 
Santa Maria del Popolo Parish, Mundelein 
Begins December 17, after the 10:30 AM Mass 
Room 110, under the main church 
847-949-8300 dauld@aol.com 

We prepare for everything we consider to be important in life. 
And that include Christmas. Join our parish for Best Advent Ever, a 
free email program that will help you prepare for Christmas in a 
unique way. Each day you’ll receive an email with… 
• Short inspira onal videos from Ma hew Kelly and Dr. Allen 

Hunt 
• Prac cal ps for your everyday life 
• Real-life stories of hope 
 
TO SIGN UP, VISIT BestAdventEver.com/Beau fulHope 

(almost) ‘TIS  
THE  
SEASON 

that racism and bigotry are evil. Look for the Dorothy Day’s who tell us 
that poverty cannot be tolerated. Look for the Bishop Romero’s who 
tell us that violence and war are not the answer, that the end does not 
justify the means. Look for the Cardinal Bernardin’s who tell us to 
consistently protect the sanctity of human life from all threats, includ-
ing abortion, capital punishment and poverty. 
 

You and I are called to make straight the path of the Lord, to “grease 
the skids” for the arrival of the Savior and his Kingdom, by putting the 
Gospel into action. Instead of over-indulging ourselves and our chil-
dren with countless presents, let’s take care of those in dire need by 
including charities that serve the poor at the top of our Christmas 
giving lists! There are many worthy charities, but please consider 
Catholic Charities (www.catholiccharities.net) and Catholic Relief 
Services (www.crs.org). If you wish to contact me, please leave a 
note in the Parish Office or send an email to dea-
conhwf99@yahoo.com.  



Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

Advent & Christmas 

Reconciliation Service 
Tuesday, December 19, 7:00 PM 
Communal Reconciliation Service with individual 
confessions 

Simbang Gabi Mass 
Friday, December 15, 7:00 pm 
One of the novena Masses celebrated in 
preparation for Christmas. Organized by 
the Filipino community of Lake County.  
Reception follows after Mass. 

Christmas Masses 
 

Sunday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
  Contemporary Choir, incense-free 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
10:30 PM  Christmas Eve Mass  
  Parish Choir 
 
Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass 

Incense-free 
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass 

Brass Quintet 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday and Sunday, December 30 & 31 
5:00 PM Saturday; 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 Sunday 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God  

Monday, January 1 
9:00 AM  New Year’s Day 

Treasures from Our Tradition 
 Many people think that Saint Francis originated the 
Christmas crèche, but its origins go far back. The Basilica of St. 
Mary Major in Rome has housed what is said to be relics of the 
cradle of Jesus since the seventh century. In time, every year 
during the Christmas season the reliquary (container for relics) 
was surrounded by an increasingly grand three-dimensional sce-
ne of the place of Jesus’ birth. Rocks and trees, houses, streams, 
figurines of villagers going about their daily tasks were all includ-
ed. It was a very dramatic presentation. If you’ve ever seen an 
elaborate model train installation, you get the idea. The proper 
term for this depiction is presepio, from the Latin word for 
“surround” or “hedge.” 
 

 Over the centuries, the custom spread first to churches, 
and then to aristocratic homes. In Italy, whole chapels are often 
set aside for the presepio, and it is not unusual to have hundreds 
of figures. It can sometimes be a challenge to locate the Holy 
Family amid the crowd, almost like a Where’s Waldo? children’s 
book. The oldest surviving presepio is in St. Mary Major and 
dates from the thirteenth century, although many pieces have 
been broken or lost. Saint Francis of Assisi took a decidedly crea-
tive step in 1233 in the village of Greccio, when he directed his 
followers to fill a manger with hay and tether an ox and ass near-
by. He then invited the villagers to attend Mass outdoors near the 
crib, the worshipers themselves becoming a living presepio. By 
the seventeenth century, the tradition was well-established, partic-
ularly in Naples, and had a firm hold in Portugal, Spain, and in the 
Provence region of France.  Today, it is not unusual to find prese-
pios with five hundred figures, a vivid reminder of Emmanuel, God
-with-us! 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
I am the Immaculate Conception. 

—Words of Our Lady to St. Bernadette Soubirous at Lourdes, 1858 
 



HUMAN 
CONCERNS 
COMMISSION: 
 
The mission of the 
Human Concerns 
Commission is to 
promote the word 
and manifest the love 
of Jesus Christ by 
helping those who 
are in need, 
following the 
principle that 
“whatever you do to 
the least of my 
people, you do unto 
me.” 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 

PURCHASED ITEMS AT 
LAST WEEK’S  

Catholic Relief Services 
ETHICAL/FAIR TRADE 

MARKET! 
 

Do you know a friend, neighbor or relative who is no longer able to attend Mass? 

Many of the people who are homebound participate in the Mass by watching the Mass on TV. But they are missing a 
key element by not being able to receive the Eucharist. We have a ministry which brings prayers and Communion to 
people who are homebound called “Ministry of Care” or MOC.   

Ministers of Care typically visit on a weekly basis and thereby bring the love and support of the community of St. 
Mary’s Church to them. All Ministers of Care have received archdioce-
san training and participate in ongoing faith formation opportunities. 
If you or someone you know would like a Minister of Care to come to 
your home and bring communion, please contact Diane Mulroe in the 
parish office. 

Additionally, we have Ministers of Care bring Holy Communion to patients who are at Advocate Condell Hospital on 
a regular basis Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays each week beginning at 9:30am.  

For hospital patients the reception of Holy Communion is not only a spiritual benefit as they partake of the Body & 
Blood of Christ, but it's also a sign of support, comfort and concern shown by the Parish Community for its Members.    
If you are hospitalized, be sure to indicate when you arrive at the hospital that you are Catholic and that you 
would like a Minister of Care to bring you communion. 

“As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
‘Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. 
A voice of one crying out in the desert:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.” ’ John [the] Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 
REFLECT WITH A STORY 
In the Holy Land, where ongoing conflict has cost countless lives, women are often 
messengers of peace and reconciliation. Usually, Israelis and Palestinians live in sep-
arate communities and do not talk to each other. But Michal Zilberberg, an Israeli, 
and Insaf Arabi, a Palestinian, are two women who are changing that.  Both women 
needed to earn money to support their families. When they heard about a basket-
weaving class offered by Sindyanna of Galilee, where they knew both Israelis and 
Palestinians would be present, they signed up.  Michal was uncomfortable when she 
first attended class because she could not speak Arabic. But a Palestinian woman 
reached out to her, trying to learn some Hebrew so that they could talk. “I taught her 
some words in Hebrew and she taught me,” Michal said. Insaf has also become 
friends with Israeli women in the class. “We have this idea that they are so different 
from us. I now know that they are not so different,” Insaf said. “They are like us.”  In 
this class, where Israeli and Palestinian women communicate openly, they’re learn-
ing what they have in common and being messengers of reconciliation in their com-
munities. At Sindyanna, “now we are all friends,” Insaf added. “Our families are 
friends and we even go to each other’s homes to visit.” 
PRAY  Prince of Peace,  Help us to be messengers of reconciliation to prepare the 
way for Jesus as John the Baptist did.  Show us small ways to build peace in our fam-
ily, community, and world. Amen 
REFLECT  Is there anyone in your community who has been excluded? How can 
you reach out to them and make them feel included? 
ACT  Attend a parish reconciliation service with your family and reflect on the 
Lord’s mercy and forgiveness in your life. 
GIVE  Support groups like Sindyanna that help people work together toward recon-
ciliation by purchasing ethically produced crafts. 

Visit crsfairtrade.org if you missed the sale last weekend 

Human Concern Commission Members:  Carey Marciniak, Chairperson;  Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-
Aden,   Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jan Swanson;              
Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison                                                                                Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm 



 We can respond to Pope Francis’ Call to Action by following suggested ways to make a difference.  
This week’s tip to Care for our Common Home is:  Avoid Using Styrofoam.  Styrofoam can rarely be 
recycled, and it takes 500 years to decompose in landfills!  If you can’t use “real” dishes, opt instead for recy-
clable or biodegradable plates, cups, and utensils.   

2nd week of Advent FOR FAMILIES: 
1. Light 2 PURPLE candles on the Advent wreath.  
2. Say the Advent prayer below.  
3. Choose 1 piece of clothing that you can give to children in need.  
Dear God,  
Your world is a wonderful and beautiful place. Teach us to love and respect it.  
Help us learn to care for our common home.  As we wait for Jesus to come at Christmas, help us prepare our hearts so we can live 
wisely, think deeply, and love generously.  Amen  
 

Coping With Your Grief & Loss During Holiday Seasons 
 

Love Does Not End With Death  Since love does not end with death, holidays may result in a renewed sense of per-
sonal grief- a feeling of loss unlike that experienced in the routine of daily living. Society, family and friends may en-
courage you to join in the holiday spirit, but all around you the sounds, sights and smells of the holidays may trigger 
memories of the one you love who has died. 
 
Talk about Your Grief  During the holiday season, don’t be afraid to express your feelings of grief. Ignoring your grief 
won’t make the pain go away and talking about it openly makes you feel better. Spend as much time as possible with 
friends and relatives who care and will listen – without judging you. They can help you to feel understood and not 
quite so isolated. 
 
Be Tolerant of Your Physical or Psychological Limits  Feelings of loss can leave you fatigued. The emotional stress 
may be exhausting. Your low energy level may naturally slow you down. Listen to what your body and mind are tell-
ing you. Take care of yourself – physically and emotionally- and lower your own expectations about your physical and 
emotional capacities during the holiday season. 
 
Talk About The Person Who Has Died  Include your loved one’s name in your conversations during the holidays. If 
you are able to talk openly, other people may recognize your need to remember your loved one who has died and be 
able to talk about them as well. 
 
Do What Feels Right For You During The Holidays  Well-meaning family and friends often try to prescribe what is 
good for you during the holidays. Instead of going along with their plans, focus on what you want to do. Discuss your 
wishes with a caring, trusted friend. Talking about those wishes may help you clarify what it is you need and want to 
do during the holidays. 
 
Plan ahead for Family Gatherings  Decide which family traditions you want to continue this year and consider new 
rituals and traditions you would like to begin following the death of your loved one. Structure your holiday time. This 
will help you to anticipate activities, rather than just reacting to whatever happens. Getting caught off guard may cre-
ate feelings of panic, fear and anxiety during a time when your feelings of grief are already heightened. As you make 
your plans, however, leave room to change them if you feel the need to do so. 
 
As You Approach the Holidays, Remember… Grief is Both a Necessity and a Privilege  
Grief comes as a result of giving and receiving love. You need to grieve the death of a loved one. Don’t let anyone take 
your grief away. Love yourself. Be patient with yourself and allow yourself to be surrounded by loving, caring people. 

*Adapted from Alan Wolfelt, Center for Loss & Life Transition 
 
If you would like more information about grief support, please contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office. 



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      
Frassati Catholic Academy:  Mundelein Campus: 847-223-4021    Wauconda Campus: 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 

Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, FCA cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 

Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander, STL      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council 

Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
Linda Green 

Jon Matousek 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 
John Malone* 

 
*ex-officio, secretary 
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