
 AUGUST 6, 2017  ●  TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
In 1977, the United States launched twin space probes, 
Voyager I and Voyager II. For the past several years they 
have been traveling out into our solar system, gathering 
data and transmitting photographs of the outer planets 
and more. Recently, Voyagers I and II traversed the outer 
limits of our solar system and passed into the reaches of 
deep space where there exist a billion suns, each spinning 
with planets of its own. 
 Sometimes more knowledge only brings more 
questions, more mystery, and shadows that dim the light. 
In spite of all the new understanding bestowed by the 
Voyagers, I find myself trying to comprehend what “God” 
means in such a cosmic universe. Certainly God is not 
simply someone watching “from a distance,” as the song 
suggests. And what does it mean to say that God has 
counted the hairs on my head, or knows my deepest 
needs, or is aware of my personal sins? The Voyagers have 
made me rethink what “God” means, and I have not 
found any easy answers. I live now in a cloud of greater 
mystery. 
 Whatever happened to Jesus atop Mount Tabor, 
one might wonder even more about what happened to 
Peter and James and John. A universe of light may have 
shone forth in Jesus, but the three gathered there with 
him found themselves in the shadow of a cloud. In the 
end they came out with new questions about what it 
means to rise from the dead. Sometimes an experience of 
the holy brings us to confusion and greater uncertainty, 
not less, and to greater darkness rather than to light. 
Sometimes the holy person knows less, not more. Per-
haps learning to live peaceably with such mystery is the 
key to greater holiness. 

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications.  

All rights reserved. 

Living God’s Word 
Even in the midst of greater uncertainty, the readings today remind 
us that the prophetic messages can still shed light on our journey. 
While we await the second coming of Christ, what can we do to 
dispel the darkness around us? 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13;  
 Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25 — 14:1, 26-29a, 34-35;  
 Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 
Friday: Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-16, 21; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14;  
 Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
www.stmaryfc.org 



Mass Intentions 
Monday, August 7, Saint Sixtus II, Pope & Companions, Martyrs, Saint Cajetan Priest 
8:00AM †Joan Jacob req. The Jacob Family 
 †Aurora Arupo req. Nuncia Villaraza 
Tuesday, August 8, Saint Dominic, Priest 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family 
 †Larry Boyd req. Wife Ellen & Family 
Wednesday, August 9, Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin & Martyr 
8:00AM †Wendi Roberts  
 req. Parents Joyce & †Vernon Ladewig & Family 
 †William Buchholz 1st Anniversary 
 req. Wife Rose & Family 
Thursday, August 10, Saint Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 
8:00AM †Al Hakala req. Sophie & Family 
Friday, August 11 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
 †Jim Kirn 3rd Anniversary 
 req. Daughter Nancy & Jeff Uhler & Family 
 †Ernie Swanson  
 req. Brother Bob & Karolyn SwansonFamily 
 †John E. Philbin req. Wife, Mary Nordhaus-Philbin 
Saturday, August 12 
5:00PM Living The Family of William Schofield, Jr. 
 req. Tom & †Connie Schofield 
 For the Deceased Members of the Fred Wagner Family 
 req. Lilian Hertel 
 †Wendi Roberts req. Anton & Deon Loyal 
 †Jerome Joseph Jacob, Sr. req. Ellen Boyd 
Sunday, August 13 
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
9:30AM Living Ryan Johnson req. Jennifer LaMora 
 †Jerome Joseph Jacob, Sr. req. Payette Family 
 †Ron Bartoli req. the Family 
 †Angela Gambino req. Maniscalco Family 
 Deceased Members of Anderson Family 
 req. Dan & Betty Anderson 
11:30AM †Fr. Ron Lewinski req. The Bohlmann Family 
 †William Buchholz req. Wife Rose & Family 
 †Leon Wilkens req. Wife Virginia & Family 
 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Ken Fr. Alexander Fr. Alexander Fr. Ken 

Deacons Deacon Al Deacon Mike preach Deacon Mike preach  Deacon Gary 

Lectors J. Schwartz 
E. McPherson 

MA Buntenbach 
P. Coughlin 

M. Meske 
M. Ori 

J. Matousek 
D. Wittgen 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS AUGUST 12 & 13, 2017 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
L. Kandefer 
C. Kasamis 
T. Kennedy 
M. Marciniak 
G. McQuillian 
D. LoMastro 
D. Perzell 
C .Sullivan 

Deacon 
A. Rafferty III 
W. Roberts 
L. Roberts 
D. Igielski 
E. Tauscher 
P. Tekampe 
M. Tekampe 
L. Zucco 

Deacon 
LM Davis 
R. Fisher, J. Fisher 
K. Pieniazkiewicz 
T. Gane 
K. Schmitt 
L. Kuderna, C. Kuderna 
S. Kajohn 
A. Capulong 

Deacon 
S. Ropke 
Z. Dela Cruz 
L. Dela Cruz 
L. Tooke 
S. Poletto 
O. Santos-Trinidad 
A. Thompson 
K. Crotty 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, August 6—COUNTRY FEST 
 9:30AM Childcare  
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Monday, August 7 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:00PM School Board Meeting 
Tuesday, August 8 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Adoration Begins 
 8:30PM Adoration Ends 
Wednesday, August 9 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 1:30PM Finding Hope/Healing Hearts 
Thursday, August 10 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, August 11 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, August 12 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 7:00PM Festival of Praise 
Sunday, August 13 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 1:00PM Baptismal Preparation for 2nd & 3rd Time Parents 

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

 
 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 

 



Sadness. Shock. Loss. These words, and many more, could 
well describe the emotions we’re feeling today. Yet, even 
these words seem to pale in comparison with the weight of 
grief we’re bearing. We’re together, but grieving always 
feels so very personal. We’re walking forward, but perhaps 
we only see a few feet ahead.  
 Emotions like these, which have become so close to 
us over these past few days, put us right in stride with the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus. Their world was utterly 
upside down. Jerusalem was supposed to be God’s dwelling 
on earth, the “true pole of the earth” (Ps. 47:2), where the 
Messiah was expected to reign and to restore Israel. And yet, 
the One whom they believed to be Messiah and Redeemer 
came to Jerusalem, only to die. Unsure of everything else, 
they take to the road. And that’s where we meet them today: 
on the way.  
 Ron would be the first to point out that there is 
something very ecclesial about this: being on the way with 
Christ. All of us have, in one way or another, walked with 
Ron along the way. Perhaps he walked with you as your 
brother, your uncle, your Shepherd, or as your dear friend. 
Perhaps he walked with you as your mentor, your colleague, 
or your fellow-traveler. How many times did our fellow 
traveler open the Scripture and break the Bread for us? How 
many times did our hearts burn within us as we walked with 
him along the Way? Let us listen again to the wisdom of our 
fellow-traveler.  
 Preaching on this passage, Ron once observed that 
the fundamental problem of the two disciples in today’s 
Gospel was that they got “stuck on the death of Christ” and 
failed to comprehend that “the One walking with them is the 
One they seek…a living Person: the Person of Christ. Who 
is the way, the truth and the life”. If they had recognized 
this, Ron added, they would have seen the prophesies being 
fulfilled in their very midst. Then their journey, rather than 
being a lifeless passage, would become a Paschal pilgrimage 
with the Savior. Rather than saying, “we had hoped that he 
would be the one to redeem us”, as they said in today’s Gos-

pel, they would say, with Job in our First Reading, “I know 
that my Redeemer lives, and that he will at last stand forth 
upon the dust!”  
 Throughout his life, Ron lived out of the conviction 
that his Redeemer lives. If you were to ask him, Ron would 
tell you that he became a missionary of this message on 
March 3rd, 1946, the day of his Baptism at Assumption 
BVM Parish. There, in that holy corner of West Pullman, 
Ron died to this world and was reborn in Christ. From that 
point on, he lived a truly ecclesial existence that sprung 
from the waters of his Baptism. The “love and vibrancy” he 
experienced in his parish “sparked something inside [of 
him] that attracted [him] to the priesthood”, and during his 
seminary studies, his heart was “burning within him” as he 
studied the writings of the Church Fathers on the liturgy and 
learned about the practices of the early Church.  
 In fact, so often did Ron share his zeal for the sac-
rament of Baptism that his classmates jokingly called him, 
“Ron the Baptist”! In this, they presaged Ron’s future min-
istry and work on the RCIA; writing books on the Rite that 
are still used in parishes from Chicago to Singapore, and 
teaching it to many, including Pope St. John Paul II when he 
came to Chicago—the first time a Pope has celebrated the 
RCIA in the modern era. One of Ron’s core insights on 
Baptism was that “with every Baptism, there’s an anointing; 
and with every anointing, a missionary is born”. This revo-
lutionizes the way many look at Baptism. “I sometimes 
think”, Ron would say, “that instead of issuing baptismal 
certificates on the day of Christening, we ought to be issuing 
job descriptions for anointed disciples!”  
 While Ron would take this message to all corners 
of the world—from Alaska to Germany, from UAE to Ja-
pan, Malaysia, and beyond—his conviction was always per-
sonal and local. If baptism makes us “anointed disciples” 
with a missionary calling, then we should not think of our 
parishes as having a mission, but ‘the mission as having a 
Parish’. And what passion he had for forming disciples in 
the Parish context, for sharing people’s lives, and for men-
toring future priests to do the same.  

HOMILY FOR THE FUNERAL MASS OF FATHER RON LEWINSKI  
“Fellow Travelers on the Road to Emmaus”  

St. Mary of the Annunciation – Mundelein, Illinois  
Wednesday, July 26, 2017  
Fr. Andrew Liaugminas  

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 Thanks to all who have supported St. Mary’s Country Fest. It 
takes a strong committee to make this event happen and I am espe-
cially grateful for the leadership of Gary and Rita Gunther and the 
entire committee that has been meeting for the past six months. 
Thanks to Deacon Mike and Marivie Alandy, Chris and Katie 
Aspegren, Jeff Cooper, Alan Dye, Gina DeBord, Deacon Howard 
Fischer, Jackie Fosselman, Dick Hegerle, Russell Heinzinger, John 
Gannon, Tammy Kleckner, Glenn Knuth Jr, Vern Lappe, Chris Smola, 
Chuck Stoffel, Rich Plage, Rich Free, Benjamin Valle and all who vol-

unteered or helped sponsor this event.  May the bonds of faith and 
friendship continue to strengthen us as a community of faith. 
 As we continue to grieve the death of Fr. Ron Lewinski, I am 
pleased to be able to share with you the homily that Fr. Andrew Liaug-
minas gave at Fr. Ron’s funeral. Fr. Andrew entitled his homily: 
“Fellow travelers on the road to Emmaus.”  He has graciously given us 
permission to share with the people of Saint Mary. Which will be 
shared in three parts. 
Let us pray for one another,  
Fr. Jerry Jacob 



Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic 
Chapel following the 8:00 AM Mass Monday 
through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & 
Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in 
the Eucharistic Chapel on Fridays immediately 
following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 PM during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

St. Mary Seniors  
Meet in September 
St. Mary's Senior Club will not hold a meeting in 
August. Our next scheduled meeting will be on 
Monday, September 11th, at noon in the church 
meeting rooms. All seniors are welcome to join us 

for a short meeting, a lovely luncheon catered by Marvella's, followed 
by entertainment. For information please call Jeanne Cooper at 847-
606-2357." 

Featured CD for August 
 

Getting Others to Heaven 
by 

Noelle Garcia 
Believe it or not, we are all called to be leaders. In her typical vibrant 
and energetic style, Noelle Garcia here shows us how leadership is an 
important component for propagating the New Evangelization. Noelle 
shares her early experiences of dealing with insecurity, and how she 
came to better understand what it means to be a Christian leader. She 
shows that although we are all sinners, God has given us all unique 
gifts. 
 

Feature CDs can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the 

parish to continue the program and offer new material. 

St. Vincent DePaul Society 
Dedicated to serving the poor and suffering in our 
local area.  Confidential help line – call 224-522-
8863.   

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, 
virgin and martyr 
 
August 9, Optional Memorial 
 
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross was born Edith 
Stein at Breslau in 1891 to an observant Jewish fami-

ly, but by the time she reached her teens, she had become an atheist. 
She went on to study philosophy and received her doctorate at Frei-
burg under the philosopher Edmund Husserl but left her university 
career to teach at a girls’ school when Hussert did not support her 
further studies. Influenced by her study of scholastic theology and 
spirituality, she was baptized Catholic in 1922. In 1932 she became a 
lecturer at Munster, but anti-Semitic laws passed by the Nazis forcer 
her to resign, and she entered the Carmelite monastery at Cologne in 
1933. In an attempt to protect her from the Nazis, she was transferred 
to a Carmelite community in the Netherlands, but when the Dutch 
bishops condemned Nazi racism, the Nazis retaliated by arresting 
Jewish converts. Edith, along with her sister Rosa, who had also be-
come a Catholic, was deported to Auschwitz and died in the gas 
chamber on August 9, 1942. She was canonized by Pope John Paul II 
in 1998. 

from Companion to the Calendar,  
Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, © 2012. 

Stewardship Report   
Sunday Collection July 30, 2017  $           18,776.80  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,730.77  

Difference  $            (2,953.97) 

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         105,228.87  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         108,653.85  

Difference  $            (3,424.98) 

Difference vs. Last Year  $                121.06  

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

Eyewitnesses 
 Today, the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, is a day of 
eyewitness accounts. The first, a vision reported by the prophet Dan-
iel, was well known to Jesus and his apostles. The vision account was 
written in quite mystical and figurative language. It is a vision of heav-
en, powerful and memorable. There are flames of fire, burning wheels, 
the Ancient One, and a Son of Man. Clearly, Daniel saw something. 
But was it a dream? Was it real? Was it merely a clever myth? 
 Peter wants no such confusion about his vision! We are told in 
Matthew’s Gospel what he and his friends James and John saw when 
they went up on the mountain with Jesus one day. Jesus warned the 
three witnesses to tell no one until “the Son of Man has been raised 
from the dead” (Matthew 17:9). Lest readers of one of the Gospels 
discount the story or simply write it off as a pious myth, Peter gives his 
own account of the Transfiguration of Jesus in his second letter to the 
church. He writes with authority, as an eyewitness. He reports this 
message from God concerning Jesus: “This is my Son, my beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased,” and he assures us that the message is 
“altogether reliable” (2 Peter 1:17, 19). 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday, August 8 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed in the 

Eucharistic chapel for adoration from 8:30 AM until 8:30 PM. The sign-
up book is in the narthex. 

Solemnity of the Assumption of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Tuesday, August 15 
Masses:  8:00AM and 7:00PM, big church 

Encounter the Lord’s 
Living Heart 
Cor Ad Cor  
Heart to Heart 

 
“‘Lord, teach us to pray’ . . . ‘When you pray, say: Father.’”  

(Luke 11:1-2)  
 

Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 
Time: 7:00 P.M. – 8:15 P.M. 
Place: BIg Church  

 
Prayer is sharing in intimacy with the Father. But, how are we to pray? 
When our hearts are joined with the Heart of Jesus, we learn how to 
share in intimacy with the Father. If you have a desire to grow deeper 
in your prayer life and encounter the Lord’s living Heart, come on out 
and give this a try. Fr. Matt Alexander is hosting a simple evening of 
prayer with the Word and adoration of the Word. 

Cause for Beatification 
Venerable Solnus Casey (1870–1957) grew 
up on a farm in Oak Grove, Wisconsin, 
about 100 miles north of our parish. After 
working as a lumberjack, hospital orderly, 
prison guard, and streetcar operator, he 
answered God’s call to a life as a religious 
by joining the Capuchins in Detroit and be-
coming a priest. He spent the remainder of 

his life serving as the porter, or doorkeeper, for various Capuchin mon-
asteries and parishes. Venerable Solanus’ reputation as a wise, faith-
filled, and compassionate porter grew, so much so that on an average 
day 150–200 people came to the door seeking his spiritual advice and 
blessing. He died on July 31, 1957. His cause for beatification is pend-
ing.  

Join the Music Ministry 
The Parish Choir supports and amplifies the 
assembly by singing with them and exercises its 
own particular gift by singing on its own. Through 
song, the parish choir acts as an ensemble of 

evangelization by giving glory to God and adding beauty to liturgical 
celebrations. The Parish Choir sings at the 9:30am Mass from Sep-
tember through May. Rehearsal is held on Wednesday evenings. 

 
The Contemporary Choir provides a contempo-
rary style of worship music for Masses and other 
parish events. All ages, from youth to seniors, are 
welcome to be part of the Contemporary Choir 

and praise God through song. The Contemporary Choir typically sings 
at the 11:30am Mass on the second Sunday of the month and the 5pm 
Mass on the third Saturday of the month. Rehearsal is held at 7:30pm 
on the Thursday evening prior to each Mass. 

 
Cantors animate the assembly by leading them in 
song. Cantors also serve a particular liturgical role 
when they act as psalmist, singing the responsori-
al psalm at Mass. 

 
Do you play an instrument? Instrumentalists join our ensembles to 
enhance our celebrations. 
 
Find out more by contacting our director of music, Fred Vipond at fvi-
pond@stmota.org, 847-223-0010, or through the parish website. 



High School Confirmation Classes Forming 
Classes are now forming for those in high school who have yet to re-
ceive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you have a son or daughter 
who missed the preparation classes during their 8th Grade year, this is 
a great opportunity for teens to prepare to receive the sacrament with 
their peers! Contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org or 847-
223-0010 ext. 218 for further information. 

Golden Wedding  
Anniversary Mass 
The Department of Parish Vitality and Mission is 
happy to announce that the Annual Golden 
Wedding Anniversary Mass will be at Holy 

Name Cathedral on Sunday, September 17, 2017, at 2:45 p.m. Cardinal 
Blase J. Cupich will preside over this special Mass where 500 couples 
will rejoice in their 50th wedding anniversary. 

 
 
 

Pizzeria Deville 
404 N Milwaukee Ave, Libertyville, IL 60048 

 
August 13th : Fr. John Kartje, "If Jesus is the answer, could you please 

rephrase the question? Learning to Pray as a Young Adult" 
August 27th: Bishop George Rassas, “Stump the Bishop” Q&A 

 
Hosted by:  

St. Joseph in Libertyville, St. Mary of Vernon in Vernon Hills 
St. Patrick in Wadsworth, Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Beach Park 

A Prayer for Our Seminarians 
Heavenly Father,  
you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, t 
to fulfill your promise of salvation. 
You call young men to your priesthood  
just as Jesus called the first Apostles.  
Provide our seminarians with the spiritual strength  
to follow your call. 
We pray that they be guided by the Holy Spirit  
as they prepare for priesthood.  
Grant them the courage to faithfully live the Good 
News as they learn to minister to your people.  
We ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

TOTALITY 
Totally love him, who gave himself totally for your love. 

-—St. Clare 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

The past two+ weeks have been very difficult and emotionally 
draining for those of us who love Fr. Ron Lewinski as we 

grapple with his sudden and unexpected death. He was a close, 
close friend to Maryann and me in a relationship that extends 
back over 30 years. Fr. Ron was an integral part of our lives and 
of our family. He deeply impacted the lives of a great many peo-
ple during his 45 years of priestly ministry. Thanks to his gift of 

vision and his role in developing the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults), Fr. Ron also had a profound effect on the life of the Church 
here and literally around the world. His loss is deeply felt by many. 
 All of us who have lost a loved one are all too familiar with 
the pain and void that is left behind when someone passes from this 
life to the next. It is an experience that also provokes much reflection 
and introspection. Our lifespans are but a blink in history, even if we 
are given the gift of longevity and live into our 90s. And even then we 
want more years. Fr. Ron’s passing has once again rudely reminded 
me of the fundamental truth that we come into this world only with 
God’s love and we leave it only with his love…and whatever love we 
have been able generate in between.  
 In the end, none of the other stuff matters. So much of what 
we spend our time and energy and worries on throughout the course 
of our lives doesn’t even figure into the final picture. What does enter 
into the final picture are the experiences of family, friendship and love. 
And the gift of faith. As Cardinal George once perceptively remarked, 
“The only things we take with us to the next life are the things we have 
given away.” 
 As we have all experienced painful losses of family mem-
bers and friends, there are many powerful stories to tell. And have 
hopefully we have come to the same insight about the value of each 
moment – a value which has nothing to do with what car we own, how 
many gadgets we have or the size of our bank accounts. The problem 
is that the pattern of our lives usually returns to “normal” very quickly. 
May we instead allow the insights revealed in such painful experiences 
to reshape our lives into a new normal based on what truly matters. 
May we embrace more fully the life, death and Resurrection of the 
Lord.  
 Rev. Ronald J. Lewinski gave away a great deal. He trusted 
in the Lord’s mercy and in his promise that a new and more glorious 
existence awaits, a place where we all hope to be reunited. May the 
Lord grant him and all the faithful departed a place at the joyful ban-
quet in heaven. And it’s only the blink of an eye away for all of us. 
 One final note regarding today’s Feast of the Transfigura-
tion. This event not only reminds us that Jesus is fully divine and fully 
human, it is also a reminder of the true nature of discipleship. It was 
not sufficient for Peter, James and John to cocoon themselves in the 
glory of the mountaintop.  (A few years ago I stood atop Mt. Tabor, the 
traditional site of the Transfiguration, along with Fr. Ron. The vistas of 
Galilee from the top were amazing. It was easy to see why one might 
want to linger there.) But as true servants of God, they – and we – 
must leave our comfort zones and go forth to do the difficult work of 
living as God intends, the sacrificial work of changing the world and 
the lives of others. Restricting the practice of our faith to ritual and 
prayer alone is not what the Lord desires from us.  
 I think there is a reverse message here as well. As hard and 
messy as it can be at the foot of the mountain, we are also reminded 
that we are destined for eventual glory and transformation at the top.  
If you wish to contact me, please leave a note in the parish office or 
send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

Are you looking to rediscover the spark that 
was there on your wedding day? Do you want 
to rediscover the best friend you had when 
you were first married?  The Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter will do that and more!  Sign up today to 

attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends 
on Sept. 8-10 in Geneva, IL;  Oct. 27-29 in Brookfield, WI or Nov. 17-
19 in Rockford, IL.   Early registration is highly recommended.  For 
more information visit our website at: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 
574-5653. Para un fin de semana en Espanol por favor llamen a An-
dres y Maria al 630-229-2600. Las fechas son Septiembre 15-17 y 
Noviembre 10-12. 

Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

Catholic Millennial Women  
You Are Invited! Franciscan Sisters are hosting a special Discernment 
Weekend Retreat “Make Your Home in Me.” Whether you’re a college 
student or young professional discerning a calling, a career and voca-
tion, we invite you to join others in experiencing a Franciscan Conse-
crated Charism.  August 18-20 at Holy Family Convent in Northeast 
Wisconsin. Visit https://fscc-calledtobe.org  or contact Sr. Julie Ann at 
920-323-9632. 



JOURNEY INTO JOY 
An ongoing series in the manner 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 

“...so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete” 
 
In all the days of our lives is Christ, present and active. In the trivial, tre-
mendous, inconsequential, significant, tragic, exciting, ordinary and extraordi-
nary moments of our lives there is a joy that inclines us, incites us, invites us, 
draws us on. “Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from 
sin, sorrow, inner emptiness, and loneliness. With Christ joy is constant-
ly born anew” (Pope Francis). Christ is constantly inviting us to respond to his 
presence, to the power of his transforming love. “Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest… learn from me… and 
you wil find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
light” (Matthew 11:29). With great confidence we can come to experience a 
direct, personal relationship with Christ in a manner beyond all our thoughts 
and imaginings. Learn to experience a deeply felt personal sense of Christ’s 
presence and unconditional love in your life. He desires passionately to give 
this experience to all who seek it.  
 
Current Offering 
Deacon Auld will offer “Meeting Christ in Prayer,” a 10-week pro-
gram of one-hour group meetings with materials for daily prayer and 
reflection. The program begins on September 10. Sessions take place 
at Santa Maria del Popolo Parish in the Parish Center meeting room 
after the 7:30 Sunday Mass, and in room 110 beneath the church after 
the 10:30 Sunday Mass. The program is not at all complex, but con-
sists of fairly simple and straightforward ways of praying, reflecting and 
thinking about things. It is not for some group of “spiritually elite” 
persons, but is for each and every one of us! Previous groups have 
come to experience the joy of the nearness and graciousness of Christ 
in their daily lives.  
 
The register, contact:  Deacon Auld 
224-475-9458 or dauld40@aol.com 
 
Santa Maria del Popolo Parish 
116 N. Lake St., Mundelein 

 
 
 

The Dream Act of 2017, S. 1615, was recently introduced in the Sen-
ate. If passed into law, this bipartisan bill would protect immigrant 
youth who entered the U.S. as children with “conditional permanent 
resident status” and a path to full lawful permanent residency and 
eventual citizenship. This includes the 780,000 young people who 
received temporary relief from deportation and employment eligibility 
through the Department of Homeland Security’s DACA program. 
These individuals are leaders in our parishes and communities, aca-
demic standouts in our universities, veterans of our military, and con-
tributors to our economy. 
 
ACTION:  The Catholic Church believes in protecting the dignity of 
every human person and has long supported DREAMERS. Ask your 
senators to co-sponsor the Dream Act of 2017, by visiting the USCCB 
website www.JusticeforImmigrants.org. 
 

For additional ways to advocate for immigrants and refugees visit: 
www.CatholicsAndImmigrants.org 



HUMAN 
CONCERNS 
COMMISSION: 
 
The mission of the 
Human Concerns 
Commission is to 
promote the word and 
manifest the love of 
Jesus Christ by helping 
those who are in need, 
following the principle 
that “whatever you do 
to the least of my 
people, you do unto 
me.” 

Thanks to all who attended the viewing and discussion of  
“The Hunting Ground” 
As a faith community, we pray for all of our college aged 
students to: 
Be Aware.    Be Smart.    Be Safe.     
~St. Mary Domestic Violence Ministry 

 

Top Ten Takeaways from 'Laudato Si''  Care for Our Common Home: 
by James Martin, SJ   June 18, 2015 

Pope Francis’ revolutionary new encyclical calls for a “broad cultural revolution” to confront the 
environmental crisis. “Laudato Si” is also quite lengthy. Can it be summarized? In other words, 
what are the main messages, or “takeaways” of this encyclical? 
1)    The spiritual perspective is now part of the discussion on the environment. 
2)    The poor are disproportionately affected by climate change. 
3)    Less is more. 
4)    Catholic social teaching now includes teaching on the environment. 
5)    Discussions about ecology can be grounded in the Bible and church tradition. 
6)    Everything is connected—including the economy. 
7)    Scientific research on the environment is to be praised and used. 
8)    Widespread indifference and selfishness worsen environmental problems. 
9)    Global dialogue and solidarity are needed. 
10)   A change of heart is required 
At heart, this document, addressed to “every person on the planet” is a call for a new way of look-
ing at things, a “bold cultural revolution” We face an urgent crisis, still, the document is hopeful, 
reminding us that because God is with us, we can strive both individually and corporately to 
change course. We can awaken our hearts and move towards an “ecological conversion” in which 
we see the intimate connection between God and all beings, and more readily listen to the “cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor.”    
To use religious language, what the pope is calling for is conversion. 

MENTAL HEALTH 
IT’S FOR EVERYONE 
Mental health is about creating a 
lifestyle of balance and reducing the 
impact of stress.  We can all practice 
ways to stay mentally healthy.  
• Eight to ten hours of sleep per 
night 
• Three nutritious meals per day 
• Three or more days of exercise a 
week 
• Avoid drugs and alcohol 
• Take care of your physical health 
• Engage in activities that bring 
happiness 

• Spend time with favorite people 
• Relaxation exercises, i.e. a bubble 
bath, deep breathing, meditation, a 
walk in nature, prayer 
• Maintain reasonable expectations 
and boundaries 
• Ask for help and support when 
needed 
     www.erikaslighthouse.org  

Human Concern Commission Members:  Carey Marciniak, Chairperson; Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-Aden,   Linda 
Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jim Robinson, Jan Swanson; Diane Mulroe, Staff 
Liaison                                        Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm 



THE	TRANSFIGURATION	OF	THE	LORD 
Once in a Lifetime We	cannot	sustain	peak	experi-
ences	for	too	long.	But	we	can	remember	them	and	draw	
on	them.	We	can	return	to	them	when	our	wells	are	dry,	
our	hopes	 lag,	and	our	spirits	wilt.	The	trans iguration	of	
Jesus	is	a	mystical,	stunning	experience	crowded	with	
memory	and	promise.	The	transforming	experience	on	
Mount	Tabor	is	charged	with	enough	insight	to	last	a	life-
time.	

Comment  The three readings today are suffused with light that blinds and reveals. The irst reading from the visionary book of Daniel tells of a time of everlasting dominion. Images of vic-tory abound and overwhelm, and those who listen under-stand that they are called to live in the hope of promises ful illed. When tribulation is the daily visitor, visionary writ-ings usually make their appearance. They are illed with promise, and they require and offer hope. Today’s reading from Daniel soars but is grounded in hope.  Today’s second reading from 2 Peter, one of the last New Testament letters written, deals with the troubling delay of the long-awaited Second Coming of the Lord. To a weary and bewildered ledgling community, God’s majestic tri-umph certainly seemed long in coming.  Nonetheless, the writer of 2 Peter expresses his unshakable con idence in the triumphant coming of the Lord. He re-

counts the peak experience—the showing forth of God’s majesty in Jesus on the mount of trans iguration—and he tells those who doubt and whose faith is shaken that the Lord most certainly reigns now and will just as certainly come in glory.  The story of the Trans iguration is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Another similar story is also thrice recorded—the baptism of Jesus. Both stories are the-ophanies (divine manifestations). At once they veil and re-veal the presence and action of God. At Jesus’ baptism, he accepts his mission; in the Trans iguration, Jesus sees his mission as a Passover from death to life. These theophanies close with the words “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17), and “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5).  
Reflection  After all was said and done, it appears that Peter under-stood the meaning of the Lord’s trans iguration. In the sec-ond reading, the writer of 2 Peter offers the fruit of Peter’s re lections. In contrast to the crackling splendor of that vi-sionary experience, he offers the image of quiet lamplight, the steady lame tended by those who are awake and whose hope burns through the night “until day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19).  The reality of the life-giving Lord is inside us; we can take it along. It sustains us when we turn to the work of every day. We cannot sustain peak experiences, but we can tend the steady lamps that light our way and soften the night. The morning star lickers in our inner selves. The triumphant, risen Christ is named the morning star in the Easter Exsultet that rings out in the night and ushers in the celebration of the Resurrection. Jesus’ trans iguration told us this would be so.   Copyright © 2004, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 
 
 

Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. Please call the parish office 
to schedule a time to register. A complete listing of parish services and organizations is available at the parish office. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 
Parish Emergency  

224-358-3210 

22333 W. Erhart Road •Mundelein, Illinois 60060 •WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org     Parish Fax number 847-223-5960 
Pre K–5 School: 847-223-4021  Frassati Catholic Academy (Grades 6–8) 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 

Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

TBD Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry       
 
 
 

Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, CCLC cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 

Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Weekend Associate 
 

Pastoral Council 

Jon Matousek  
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 
Roni Hertel 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Bob Lyman  
Sandra Fioretti -Frank 



  
F 	R :	Daniel	7:9–10,	13–14					R 	P :	Psalm	97:1–2,	5–6,	9	
S 	R :	2	Peter	1:16–19					G :	Matthew	17:1–9   
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