FEBRUARY 11, 2018 ● 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Reflecting on God’s Word

Living God's Word
Jesus, you came to bring us into deeper communion with the Father and one another. Give us the courage to reach out, as you
did, to those in need of our compassion and help. Let us not be
afraid of the opinions of others when we see that good can be
done. Amen.
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These first days of Jesus’ ministry present him preaching,
teaching, and healing to bring people to know that God is
near. His message and his deeds bring people back to full
life in the community. By casting out demons and curing
the sick he restores to full humanity those suﬀering from
possession and illness. Today we find Jesus confronting a
condition that must have been even more excruciating—
leprosy.
To be a leper was to be cut oﬀ from others in all ways.
You were cast out of the community, isolated, doomed to
live in deserted places, no longer part of the human family, unable to participate in any social events, and considered unfit to worship God. It was assumed that if you
had leprosy, you had sinned in some way. Your life was
summed up in the words the Law of Moses told you to
cry out whenever anyone came near, “Unclean, unclean!”
For Jesus to touch a leper meant that in the eyes of others
he also became unclean and unfit to associate and worship with others. Even so, when a leper asked for healing,
Jesus was unequivocal in his reply: “I do will it. Be made
clean” (Mark 1:41). It is easy to hear in his response the
authority of the Son of God, set on giving glory to his
Father. Yet Jesus, ever respectful of the law, sent the man
to the priest, as commanded in the book of Leviticus. In
Jesus, pity took precedence over the law, but did not
abolish it.
—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76;
Mk 8:11-13
Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19;
Mk 8:14-21
Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17;
2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22;
Mk 1:12-15

Weekend Mass Times:
Sat. 5:00pm
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am
www.stmaryfc.org
Facebook: @stmarymundelein
Twitter: @stmarymundelein
Instagram: @stmarymundelein

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FEBRUARY 17 & 18, 2018
Mass Times

5:00PM

7:30AM

9:30AM

11:30AM

Presiders

Fr. Alexander

Fr. Jacob

Fr. Jacob

Fr. Alexander

Deacons

Deacon Al

Deacon Bob

Deacon Gary

Deacon Mike

Lectors

C. Hendricks
M. Hendricks

A. Kuderna
P. Coughlin

A. Samano
K. Iglieski

E. McPherson
S. E. Poletto

Eucharistic
Ministers

Deacon
J. Murphy
J. Koch, P. Koch
W. Pohl, M. Pohl
S. Dalton
J. Schwartz
T. Kennedy

Deacon
L. Bosshart, C. Cline
K .Lenzen
R. Hegerle
M .Manning, M. Manning
J. Thompson
J. Weiler

Deacon
B. Aden, K. Aden
K. Arata, E. Arata
C. Perrelle
E. Leuthner, D. Leuthner
H. Stumpf, K. Pannhausen
K. Pieniazkiewicz

Deacon
M. Crutcher, K. Crotty
J. Lyman
M. Job
M. Ranchero, J. Ranchero
S. Sesniak
C. Sims

Mass Intentions

The Week Ahead

Monday, February 12
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family
†Dino Giovnnini req. John & Eileen Dannegger
†Joyce O’Malley req. Shannon & John Gannon Family
Tuesday, February 13
8:00AM †Terrence P. Hopkins req. Shannon & John Gannon
Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday
8:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation
9:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation
7:00PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation
Thursday, February 15
8:00AM Living Duan & Fran Schmidt Family
†Fr. Ronald J. Lewinski
req. St. Mary of the Annunciation Parishioners
& Parish Staff
Friday, February 16
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family
†Gertrude Ewald req. Theresa Albrecht
Saturday, February 17
5:00PM †Mike Nabasny req. Rita Nabasny & Family
†Salvatore & †Michelina Pannettieri req. The Family
†Gerald “Jerry” Bingham req. Victoria Hansen
†Deceased Members of Hertel & Wagner Families
req. Lillian Hertel
Sunday, February 18
7:30AM †Elizabeth Krzyowski
req. Daughter Pam Riedel & Family
†Alfred J. Coulombe, Jr. req. Wife Rita & Family
†Daniel Behm req. The Family
†Betty Tauscher req. Gary & Rita Gunther
†Madelyn Klotter req. Lou & Sheila Bosshart
†Deacon Peter Meehan rq. Lou & Sheila Bosshart
9:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation
11:30AM The Church the Sovereign Pontiff The United States
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
†Alois Hirtz req. Rich & Fran Free
†Anthony Cornejo req. Wife Carmen & Family

Sunday, February 11—Hospitality
9:30AM Childcare
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children
10:45 New Parishioner Welcoming Session
Monday, February 12
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Pray the Rosary
12:00PM St. Mary Senior Club Meeting
7:00PM Domestic Violence Ministry Meeting
Tuesday, February 13
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Adoration Begins
9:00AM Mary’s Circle
9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study
2:00PM Prayer Shawl Meeting
5:30PM Religious Education Program
8:30PM Adoration Ends
Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday
6:30AM Liturgy of the Word
8:00AM Mass
9:30AM Mass
1:30PM Finding Hope/Healing Heart
4:00PM Liturgy of the Word
6:30PM P.A.D.S.
7:00PM Mass
8:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 15
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Pray the Rosary
7:00PM Faith Formation Meeting
7:00PM Wedding Coordinators Meeting
7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal
Friday, February 16
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet
9:00AM Lord, Teach Me To Pray
6:00PM Stations of the Cross
Saturday, February 17
9:00AM Catholic Bible 101: Overview of the Old Testament
9:30AM Religious Education Program
5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children
Sunday, February 18
9:30AM Childcare
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children
2:00PM First Communion Parent/Candidate
Tour of Sacred Spaces

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays in Lent, 6:00 PM
Beginning Friday, February 16

Jacob’s
Well

from

FEBRUARY 14, 2018

Dear Friends in the Lord,
In a few short days we will once again be invited to
enter into the graced time of Lent. There is something that
draws us each year to receive the blessed ashes on our foreheads. These ashes serve as a reminder of our human condition
and the brokenness and sin that enters into our daily lives. Perhaps we are already considering what we are going to give up
this Lent or how we can best make use of the days of this sacred season. The question that I think we need to ask ourselves
is: Will this help me to grow closer the Christ and his Church?
Lent is not meant to be a self-improvement project, but rather a
time when we allow Christ to touch our hearts and strengthen
us. I offer the words of Pope Francis to ponder:
Do You Want to Fast this Lent?
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.

Ashes will be
distributed at
all liturgies
6:30 AM
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

Liturgy of the Word
Mass
Mass

4:00 PM
7:00 PM

Liturgy of the Word
Mass

From the Archdiocese…

Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday
This year the largely secular celebration of Valentine’s Day, February
14, coincides with Ash Wednesday and some have inquired if a dispensation from the obligation to fast and abstain from meat will be
given. Catholics throughout the world recognize Ash Wednesday as
the solemn beginning of a period of prayerful reflection and penance,
as is evident by the large number of church goers on this day.
In view of the significance of Ash Wednesday, the obligation
of fast and abstinence must naturally be the priority of the Catholic
community. Valentine’s Day can appropriately be celebrated the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which also happens to be Mardi Gras, a
traditionally festive time before beginning our Lenten observance.

I pray that these 40 days of Lent will foster a deeper relationship with Christ so that we may experience his healing and
peace.

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Let us pray for one another,
Fr. Jerry

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take
place in the Eucharistic chapel on Tuesday,
February 13, from 8:30 AM until 8:30 PM.
The sign-up book is in the narthex.

February 13

Parish Life Survey

1)

The parish life commission invites everyone to fill out a short survey in
order to find out which events should be held at our parish throughout
the next year. We have done a survey like this in the past, but as we
all know, times and interests change. If you could help by filling out
this short 8-question survey we would really appreciate it! There are
three different avenues that you can use to fill it out.

2)
3)

You can visit our table in the narthex after all masses this weekend
and fill out a paper copy of the survey.
2) You can use this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/7NJ7Y8W which will take you to the survey online.
3) You can visit our parish website and find the survey by clicking
Parish Life at the top of the page. Any questions can be answered
at parish@stmota.org. Thank you in advance for helping out this
commission as we continually strive to cultivate a striving parish life
here at St. Mary.

St. Mary Seniors
The St. Mary Seniors Club will hold our
next meeting on Monday, February 12th
at noon in the church meeting rooms. We
will have a short meeting followed by a
delicious luncheon catered by Marvella's.
Pianist Andrew Handlemann will be there to entertain with
a wide variety of selections and any requests. All seniors
are welcome to join us. For information please call Jeanne
Cooper at 847-606-2357.
Women’s Prayer Group Lord, Teach Me to Pray
A Spiritual Journey with St. Ignatius of Loyola

Featured CD for February
Encounter Christ First:
Then Set the World on Fire
by
Curtis Martin
Curtis Martin, founder of FOCUS and world-renowned authority on
evangelization, shares how a personal encounter with Jesus is the key
to following him with fidelity, gratitude, and joy. With humor and relatable examples, he also shows how experiencing Christ before evangelizing others is the biblical model witnessed to by the Apostles, and
one that is certain to bear fruit in the life of any believer.
Feature CDs may be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex.
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the parish
to continue the program and offer new material.

Lord, Teach Me to Pray is a three-part Ignatian prayer series developed to meet the desire for on-going spiritual growth; for an appropriate response to the call to holiness; and for a deeper commitment to
Jesus Christ as Lord. In facilitated faith-sharing prayer communities,
the Lord, himself, teaches us to pray.

Stewardship Report
Sunday Collection February 4, 2018
Budgeted Weekly Collection
Difference

$
$
$

23,609.74
21,730.77
1,878.97

Part 1 - Praying Christian Virtues
Prayer group sessions start Fridays, 2/16 through 5/18, Lent through
Pentecost. The prayer group will meet in the hospitality suite at St.
Mary Parish from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*
Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date
Difference
Difference vs. Last Year

$
$
$
$

707,496.22
695,384.62
12,111.60
6,486.93

February 16, and 23, 2018
April 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2018

March 2, 9, and 30, 2018
May 4, 11 and 18, 2018

To register or for more information on the group forming at St. Mary’s:
Please contact Diane Igielski :Home phone: 847-469-8470
Email: Igielskishouse@comcast.net
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROGRAM, PLEASE VISIT
lordteachmetopray.com

*Note: YTD amount reflects updates by bank to
postings and adjustments.

Launching
Launching March
March 33 &
& 44

Childcare at 9:30 Mass
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3.
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com

ENCOUNTER LENT
Join our faith community—and
nearly 14,000 Catholic communities across the United States—in
a life-changing Lenten journey of
encounter with CRS Rice Bowl.
Pick up your family’s Rice Bowl
and don’t forget to download the
CRS Rice Bowl app! May these 40
days better prepare us to encounter ourselves, our neighbors, and our God.

Join us on March 3 & 4 after all Masses for live
demonstrations of the new website. Come learn
about its enhanced capabilities for your ministry or
yourself. Stop by the information table in the narthex to join our e-mail list, learn how you can volunteer for St. Mary Communications, or meet members of the dedicated Communications Team.

Deacon Deliberations
by Deacon Gary Kupsak

“You’re Invited to the Rice Bowl”
I must admit that I have not, and do not know too many people who
are Jewish. Having said that, a very important lesson I learned about
Lent came from a Jewish roommate of mine when we were in Infantry
Officer’s Candidate School at Ft. Benning Georgia. Barry Lacter, now
Rabbi Barry Lacter of New York, New York was my roommate for the
middle four weeks of the 12 week program. One evening during mandatory study hall, Barry asked for forgiveness for any wrongs he may
have done me. This was part of his preparation for Yom Kippur, a high
holy day for the Jewish people and a day of atonement for sins against
God and his people.
Barry’s act of contrition reminds me that Lent, our spiritual journey
from death to life, is communal in nature. We cannot make good with
God without making good with neighbors; our offenses against them
are offenses against God. Jesus has repeatedly taught us through the
Gospels, including the Lord’s Prayer, that forgiveness from God calls
for recognition of our own sinfulness “forgives us OUR trespasses.”
In the penitential rite at the beginning of Mass, we confess not only to
almighty God, but “to you my brothers and sisters.” Genuine repentance opens our heart to the wrong we do to others, and the selfrighteousness with which we justify our wrongdoing.
Catholic Relief Services’ annual Lenten program, CRS Rice
Bowl (crsricebowl.org), facilitates prayer, fasting, and almsgiving by
bringing God and neighbor into our daily Lenten offering. Pope Francis
writes in his Lenten message, “In imitation of our master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our brothers and sisters, to
touch it, to make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it.”
Each week through videos and different media resources, CRS showcases one country (for example, Guatemala) struggling with a specific
challenge (child labor) to bring a person, a family, or a community
along with their struggles and hopes into our homes.
Please consider participating in the CRS Rice Bowl program during
Lent this year. Contribution boxes are available in the narthex. Spend
some reflective time to check out the aforementioned CRS website.
We should remember the words of Pope Francis, “Lent is a fitting time
for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up
in order to help and enrich others with our own poverty. Let’s not forget that real poverty hurts; no self-denial is real without this dimension
of penance. I distrust charity that costs nothing and does not hurt.”
This Lent, I invite you to “Be in the Rice Bowl,” not to play football, but
to help in developing the Kingdom of God, and be well on the way to a
positive and fruitful season of prayer, fasting, almsgiving and seeking
the forgiveness for the wrong we have done to others.
“Forgive us our trespasses and we forgive those
who trespass against us.”

Pray for

all who suffer illness, pain and grief:
George Diebold, Tom Nitch
and for the repose of all who have recently died:
Joan Laschen,

Formation and Training for New
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
Saturday, April 7, 2018
St. Joseph Formation Parish Center
112 N. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville, Il 60048
8:30 AM Registration;
Presenter: Fr. Joe Curtis

9:00-Noon Training Workshop

This preparation session will focus on:
• The Ministry of Eucharist: Our Baptismal Call to Ministry
• A Theology of Eucharist as Celebrated in the Roman Catholic Tradition
• Rooted in scripture and the early Church, through the Second Vatican
•
•
•

Council
Historical aspects of our celebration of Eucharist in practice and devotion.
Review of the Liturgy of the Eucharist and how our ministry as EOM’s
‘fits’
Questions and Answers

To Register: Go to www.vic1chicago.org
Questions? Contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org
A follow up session will take place in your parish that will include a
practicum on the particular practices for distribution of the Eucharist.
This training meets the Archdiocesan requirements for mandation or
remandation.
The Formation Center is in the strip mall south of St. Joseph Parish.
Parking and entrance is in the rear of the building. The Formation Center
is handicapped accessible.

Formation and Training for New Lectors
Lectors have a critical role in the celebration of the
Mass. Because lectors proclaim not just any word, but
the word of God, it is essential that they develop the
skills required to communicate God’s message competently. Through the use of voice, eye contact and personal presence,
lectors help God’s Word come alive for the assembly.
This training will provide the skills and self-confidence needed for
those who wish to become lectors in their own parish. Open to adults
and high school students.
St. Joseph Formation Center
112 N. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville, Il 60048
Saturday, April 7, 2018
8:30 registration, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 workshop
Presenter: Maureen Evers, Pastoral Associate, St. Mary of Vernon
To Register: go to www.vic1chicago.org
Questions? Contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org
The Formation Center is in the strip mall south of St. Joseph Parish.
Parking and entrance is in the rear of the building. The Center is handicapped accessible.

St. Mary Youth Ministry
Catholic Heart Work Camp

ATTENTION! Any high school teen who will enter
9th grade in the fall: Youth Ministry has an opportunity for you! Come join us for a week of service
and fun this summer in Knoxville, TN. There are still
many spots available and we would love to have you
join us! Applications are available in the office. Any
Questions? Please feel free to contact Grant.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Society’s

Sports Night
All teens are invited to our next sports night, Saturday, February 17, in the school gym after Mass.
We will play hockey AGAIN, and there will also be
pizza for everyone at the end. Feel free to invite as
many friends as you wish for a night of intense
hockey and delicious pizza! We hope to see you there!

Lakeside Recreation Center Bowling Day

Come on out and join St. Mary Youth Ministry as we hit
the lanes for a fun time of bowling! Included in the cost
of $25 is pizza, UNLIMITED POP, shoe rental, and 3
games of bowling! This will be a fantastic event and 7th
–12th graders are invited to attend. There will be no transportation to or from
Lakeside Recreation Center so please MEET US THERE! Registration forms
can be found on the parish website, Facebook, or in the parish office. Forms
must be turned in by February 20, 2018. Any questions please contact Grant.

Twisted Limits Escape Room

Are you willing to test your
knowledge? How about your
problem solving skills? What
about your…PATIENCE!? Join
Youth Ministry as we try to
tackle an ESCAPE ROOM. The challenge you face as a group is that you are
locked in a room for 60 minutes and you must work your way through a series
of clues and puzzles in order to solve the case. We will go on March 3, 2018,
starting with pizza and pop at 12:00 PM and then we will leave for the Escape
Room and be back at 4:00 PM. The cost is $45 and registration forms must
be turned in by February 26. Any questions can be answered at
gbright@stmota.org.

Steubenville Youth Conference
Do you feel distant from God? FEAR NOT!
We have a FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY
for YOU!! Join St. Mary Youth Ministry this
upcoming July at a Steubenville Youth
Conference at Carthage College in Wisconsin. The weekend consists of many fantastic speakers, small group sessions, and a live band for praise and worship. This is a chance to have God
reveal himself to you. If interested please contact Grant in the parish office!

Pasta Party
Sunday, March 11, 2018
St Mary of the Annunciation School
In Diantha Hall (the school gym)

Ignite Youth Group
IGNITE is our high school youth group that
meets on the second and fourth Sundays of
the month. For February, due to
scheduling, we will meet the last two Sundays of the month, the 18th
and 25th. All high school teens are welcome to join us! The dates for
upcoming youth nights are January 28 and February 18 and 25. These
nights include a teaching on our faith, discussion, games and snacks.
We hope you will join us!

16th Annual

Dinner served 1:00–4:00 PM.
Raffle Drawing at 3:30 PM
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) cordially invites you to
enjoy a wonderful afternoon of food, fun and fellowship with your
family and friends. The featured attraction is a delicious dinner
catered by Tina G’s Restaurant in Mundelein. Our thanks go to
Tina and Phil Gilardi Jr. for their generous donation of the dinner
and their hard-working staff .

Tasty Pasta with Sauce and Meatballs
Crisp Garden Salad with Dressing
Fresh Italian Bread
Scrumptious Desserts

TA K E
OUT
AVAILAB
LE

Choice of Coffee or Tea included
Beer, Wine, and Pop are available for an additional donation

Dinner Donation

Adults
Children
4 to 12
Children
3&
under

Until March
11, 9:30 Mass

At Diantha
Hall

$10.00

$12.00

$ 5.00

$ 6.00

Free

Free

Tickets Available
In the Narthex
After weekend Masses,
starting February 24

Cash Raffle Prizes: $125, $75, $50
Tickets available in the Narthex $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
Cash and Door prize tickets will be available at the dinner.
Winners need not be present to win.

Door Prizes Wanted:
Gift cards/certificates
for stores, restaurants, entertainment

Are you a baker - ordo you have a favorite bakery?
Donations of yummy desserts on the day of the
party would be greatly appreciated.
CONTACT JAN SINKOVEC AT847-543-1983
if you can help

F

isch–ing Lines

by Deacon Howard Fischer

The term “leprosy” as used in today’s Scripture readings
should not be understood as only referring to what we now
call Hansen’s disease. In biblical times “lepers” included anyone
with a visible sore or skin condition. The result was that the afflicted ended up being feared, shunned, and excluded from the community. Perhaps we should look at our own community and identify who has been excluded and why – and what we can do to
bring them back in as Jesus did. Modern day “lepers” may be:
immigrants, refugees, Muslims
senior citizens in nursing homes
those with alcohol or drug addictions
the unemployed and the homeless
veterans afflicted with PTSD
those suffering from mental illness
people who feel scorned by the Church and church-goers
The list can go on and on. And sadly, we either help to isolate these
folks or have grown to accept that they are “on the outside looking in.”
Catholic author Alice Camille writes: “We’d like to think we’re more
civilized now, that we don’t insist that our modern lepers just cover
themselves up and go away. Regretfully the homeless, the mentally ill,
…the undocumented and unemployed and desperate unseemly others
that fall through the tears in our social fabric, are all still there tempting
us to see them as unfit for our society and possibly for God’s. We still
mix sin and suffering together in our minds and presume with Job’s
‘friends’ the he has somehow called down all this misery on himself.
Jesus never approached an outcast with any kind of moral assessment. He saw the mark of suffering, and he willed it – not the person –
to disappear.”
Today’s Gospel passage carries two important messages.
First, if you are the one feeling like an outcast, you need to know that
Jesus reaches out with extraordinary love and compassion for those in
crisis and pain. He seeks to heal you and bring you back to full communion. The path that leads out of the isolation you feel begins with
placing your trust and love in the person of Jesus Christ, whose sacrifice took on sin and suffering and transformed them into life and joy.
Like the leper, we need to approach Jesus in faith and humility with
the words “If you wish, you can make me clean.” Our encounter begins
with the celebration of the Eucharist.
The second message of this Gospel is that you and I must
let go of our excuses and boundaries, our criteria for judging others,
for Jesus commissions us to work our own miracles of charity and
mercy. How often do we, as individuals and as a society, find some
rule or boundary (physical or psychological) to justify turning our backs
on someone in need? Or worse, to justify causing them harm? Instead, as the Lord’s disciples we must extend his healing through
works of compassion, forgiveness and justice. You and I can (and
must) cure today’s lepers.
Alice Camille suggests that we use the same three-step
process that Jesus uses to heal: “We have to start with compassion,
daring to connect on a fundamental human level with people whose
situation or condition makes us afraid. That means dealing with our
own insecurity and anxiety about need, failure, weakness, disability,
and death…[Second, we] also have to be willing to touch lepers. We
have to visit the sick and the homebound, stick with those in our communities who face misfortune, and remain faithful to members of our
family who reveal to us what we don’t want to see. We have to be
willing to look the homeless woman in the face, and to develop re-

Proclaim the Word Advanced Workshop
for Experienced Lectors
Saturday, February 17, 2018
St. Mary of Vernon, 236 US Highway 45, Indian Creek, Il 60061
Registration begins at 9:15 am
Session is from 9:30-1:00
workshop will take place in the church
Purpose/Goal: To develop a stronger and richer appreciation, approach and practice of proclaiming the Word of God as lectors. To
reflect on the basics of research and effective preparation, and the
basic speaking fundamentals of posture, volume modulation, pacing/
phrasing and enunciation. The lector ministry is dynamic and should
embrace new ways to enrich our communities with the Word of the
Lord. This workshop will satisfy your commitment for formation in your
ministry during the year. This workshop is open to all experienced
lectors. Please come prepared with a reading of your choice for
Lent/Easter 2018.
Presenter: Jon Matousek, Parishioner of St. Mary of the Annunciation. Jon has more than 25 years of experience as a lector, has
served as presenter/facilitator on various programs throughout the
Archdiocese of Chicago, is an active member of the Mundelein based
Kirk Players theatre company and has presented this type of workshop
several times.
To Register: Registration will be limited in number. To register, contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org.

spectful relationships with people regardless of their race, ethnicity,
gender, orientation, religion, ability, or social class. Finally, we have to
find the will to challenge any attitude, behavior, or structure that keeps
people outside the camp of social concern. We have to will that no one
be considered unclean or unworthy.”
“If you wish, you can make me clean.” Let us hear and
speak, “I do will it. Be made clean.” If you wish to contact me, please
send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.

SAVE-THE–DATE

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 18-22, 2018
Make a splash with

SPLASH CANYON
and discover God’s Promise
on Life’s Wild Ride
Questions? Contact Breanna Piland and Megan Mandro

stmarysvbs16@gmail.com

Lenten Schedule
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 6:00PM: February 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16, and 23
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION
All Saturdays at 4:00 PM
Individual confessions may be scheduled through the parish office
No Confessions on Holy Saturday, March 31
LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Thursday, March 22 7:00 PM
A short Liturgy of the Word followed by an extended period for individual Confessions. One need not be present at 7:00 to receive the sacrament.
PALM SUNDAY, March 24 & 25
Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 7:30 9:30 & 11:30 AM
Blessing and distribution of palms at all Masses
SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM
Holy Thursday, March 29
8:00 AM, Morning Prayer
7:00 PM, Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, March 30
8:00 AM, Morning Prayer
4:00 PM, Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday, March 31
9:00 AM, Morning Prayer with Blessing of Easter Foods
10:00 AM, Easter Egg Hunt
7:00 PM Easter Vigil, the First Mass of Easter
EASTER SUNDAY, April 1
Masses at 6:30, 8:30 & 10:30 AM, 12:30 PM

Access to clean drinking water is a human right
One particularly serious problem is the quality of water
available to the poor. Even as the quality of available
water is constantly diminishing, in some places there is a
growing tendency, despite its scarcity, to privatize this
resource, turning it into a commodity subject to the laws
of the market. Yet access to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal
human right, since it is essential to human survival and, as such, is a
condition for the exercise of other human rights. Our world has a grave
social debt towards the poor who lack access to drinking water, because
they are denied the right to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity.
(29-30; emphasis in original)
WHAT CAN WE DO? In addition to making changes that help to
conserve water in your daily life, please join in prayer:
A Prayer for Water
Creator God, we give thanks for water.
We thank You for the rich depths of the seas, their unimaginable variety. We
thank You for the rivers and lakes in our communities, for the sparkle of light
that dances on their surface. We thank You for all the ways that water sustains
us. We give thanks for the clean water that we are blessed to drink. We give
thanks for the moisture that rises from the seas to become the rain that waters
our crops. We give thanks for the power of the waves that stay within their
shores. As we pollute and warm Your waters, give us foresight. Help us see the
consequences of soiling Your waters and changing their ancient compositions.
Help us protect our children and grandchildren now, by taking even small steps
to preserve the great gift of water. We ask this
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

HUMAN
CONCERNS
COMMISSION:
The mission of the
Human Concerns
Commission is to
promote the word and
manifest the love of
Jesus Christ by helping
those who are in need,
following the principle
that “whatever you do
to the least of my
people, you do unto
me.”

What you can do to help children
deal with grief?
 Listen
 Try to keep routines as
consistent as possible
 Tell children what to expect
 Respect the individual child's
uniqueness

WHAT CAN FAITH COMMUNITIES DO TO MINISTER
TO THOSE WITH MENTAL ILLNESS AND THEIR FAMILIES?
Many people with mental illness are in recovery and lead normal lives.
Due to the stigma associated with mental illness, you and I are probably
not aware of their illness. They are not likely to tell anyone at work or in
the neighborhood that they have a major mental illness. Others with mental illness are able to work but at
times find the disease debilitating. Tragically, they might have health insurance while they can work and
not need it and have no health insurance when they cannot work and are in need of it. Others will never be
able to work and have to rely on public assistance and programs to help them throughout their life. Still
others find themselves in a constant cycle of crisis due to no insurance or inadequate or inconsistent systems
of mental health care. As a faith community, we can make a difference in people’s lives by being accepting
of their illness, comforting them in time of crisis, supporting them when needed, and assisting them in their
search for mental health services.

Human Concern Commission Members: Carey Marciniak, Chairperson; Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaireAden, Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jim Robinson, Jan
Swanson; Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison
Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm

Nearly 1.5 million high school students nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner each year. This article, printed
with rights reserved is 2nd of a four-part series that will be featured in the bulletin during the month of February, Teen Dating
Violence Awareness and Prevention Month. Please keep all young adults in your prayers this month. Contact Diane Mulroe
if you would like more information about the Domestic Violence Ministry at St. Mary.

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

Communication is a key part to building a healthy relationship. The first step is making sure you both want
and expect the same things -- being on the same page is very important. The following tips can help you create and maintain a healthy relationship:
• Speak Up. In a healthy relationship, if something is bothering you, it’s best to talk about it instead of holding it in.
• Respect Your Partner. Your partner’s wishes and feelings have value. Let your significant other know you
are making an effort to keep their ideas in mind. Mutual respect is essential in maintaining healthy relationships.
• Compromise. Disagreements are a natural part of healthy relationships, but it’s important that you find a
way to compromise if you disagree on something. Try to solve conflicts in a fair and rational way.
• Be Supportive. Offer reassurance and encouragement to your partner. Also, let your partner know when
you need their support. Healthy relationships are about building each other up, not putting each other
down.
• Respect Each Other’s Privacy. Just because you’re in a relationship, doesn’t mean you have to share everything and constantly be together. Healthy relationships require space.
Healthy Boundaries
Creating boundaries is a good way to keep your relationship healthy and secure. By setting boundaries together, you can both have a deeper understanding of the type of relationship that you and your partner
want. Boundaries are not meant to make you feel trapped or like you’re “walking on eggshells.” Creating
boundaries is not a sign of secrecy or distrust -- it’s an expression of what makes you feel comfortable and
what you would like or not like to happen within the relationship. Remember, healthy boundaries shouldn’t restrict your ability to:
• Go out with your friends without your partner.
• Participate in activities and hobbies you like.
• Not have to share passwords to your email, social media accounts or phone.
• Respect each other’s individual likes and needs.
Healthy Relationship Boosters
Even healthy relationships can use a boost now and then. You may need a boost if you feel disconnected
from your partner or like the relationship has gotten stale. If so, find a fun, simple activity you both enjoy,
like going on a walk, and talk about the reasons why you want to be in the relationship. Then, keep using
healthy behaviors as you continue dating.
What Isn’t a Healthy Relationship?
Relationships that are not healthy are based on power and control, not equality and respect. In the early
stages of an abusive relationship, you may not think the unhealthy behaviors are a big deal. However, possessiveness, insults, jealous accusations, yelling, humiliation, pulling hair, pushing or other negative, abusive behaviors, are -- at their root -- exertions of power and control. Remember that abuse is always a choice
and you deserve to be respected. There is no excuse for abuse of any kind.
For more information, visit www.loveisrespect.org
Repurposing is allowed and encouraged.
Please contact Break the Cycle or the National Dating Abuse Helpline for more information.
TEXT “Loveis” to 22522 or call 866-331-9474 to discuss your options anonymously with peer advocates
24/7
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Sacrament of Penance
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Pastoral Council
Mary Lou Loomis
Joaquin Valdes
Cassandra Dye
Kathy Lenzen
Pete Coughlin
Dan Prezell
Sheila Dalton
Carey Marciniak
Marivie Alandy
Sandra Fioretti-Frank*
Jon Matousek
Linda Green

Finance Council
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Denise Fuller
Joe Tylka
Tom Zengeler
Roger Fisher
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Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment
Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent.
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.

Adult Initiation

Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information.

Marriage

St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office.

Ministry of Care

New parishioners

Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon
request.
We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register.

