
 JANUARY 14, 2018  ●  2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
Once more we stand with John the Baptist and learn from 
what he does. Watching Jesus walk by, he says to two of his 
disciples, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” And “the two disci-
ples heard what he said and followed Jesus” (John 1:36–37). 
One was Andrew, who, in turn, goes to his brother Simon 
and brings him to Jesus. And Jesus gives him a new name, 
Cephas, which means “rock.”  
A new life begins for Andrew and Simon, and most likely 
for the other disciple as well, possibly either James or John 
(both were fishermen with Peter and Andrew). It was clear 
to Jesus that they were searching for something: “What are 
you looking for?” They answered, “Teacher, where are you 
staying?” implying that it was going to take more than a few 
minutes to answer that question. Jesus took them in immedi-
ately: “Come, and you will see . . . And they stayed with him 
that day” (John 1:38–39). 
 As we return to Ordinary Time, which comes from 
the Latin ordo (“numbered”), we count the weeks off by 
numbers: Second Sunday, Third Sunday, and so on. But 
“ordinary time” is lived in a world touched by God’s grace. 
God continues to come into our lives, if we would notice.  
 Like John pointing out Jesus to his two disciples, the 
old priest Eli helps Samuel to understand that the Lord is 
entering the boy’s life and tells him to respond, “Speak, 
Lord, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:9). We bring 
each other to God, to Jesus Christ, by being attentive to how 
God is at work among us. God continues to work through 
each of us, and that is what makes “ordinary time” continu-
ously extraordinary. 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living God's Word 
Our prayer can be full of words, giving voice to our plans, our 
needs, our desires. We can bring a lot of "help, help, help" or 
"gimme, gimme, gimme" to prayer. Try just listening. 

Copyright (c) 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 80:2-3, 5-7;  
 Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday:  Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31;   
 Mk 1:14-20 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 
Monday, January 15 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family 
 †Jim & †Sophia Kirn req. Their Children 
 †Eleanor  1st Anniversary req. Ed & Sharon Slezak 
 †Charles C. Staab req. Lyle Staab 
Tuesday, January 16 
8:00AM †Chester F. Biel, Jr. req. Wife Patricia & Family 
 †Belen Perez req. Frances & Kent Berner 
Wednesday, January 17, Saint Anthony, Abbot 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
 †Tony Pepping req. Gary & Rita Gunther 
Thursday, January 18 
8:00AM Living Duane & Fran Schmidt Family 
 †Mildred Cimpl req. Shannon & John Gannon Family 
 †Brad Hansen, Sr. & †Danny req. Hansen Family 
9:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Friday, January 19 
8:00AM †Karla Adams req. Parents Ed & Margaret Stahoviak 
 †Gerald Bingham req. Brother Dick & Nancy Bingham 
 †Erin Stanlee req. Doloers Zygowicz 
Saturday, January 20 
5:00PM †Fred Fischer req. Brian & Sheila Kennedy-Dalton 
 †Marty Lavin req. Tom & Sally Hanley 
 †Salvatore Panettier req. The Family 
 †Michelina Panettier req. The Family 
 †Betty Tauscher req. Diana Suhling 
Sunday, January 21 
7:30AM †Eufracia Huerta req. Kathy Lenzen 
 †Chester F. Biel, Jr.  req. The Family 
 †Betty Tauscher req. Ed & Dolores Leuthner 
 †Loderio Quintos req. Susan Lat 
9:30AM †Thomas Schnite req. Wife Beverly 
 †Brad Hansen, Sr. req. Barrett Family 
 †Lena Frusicone req. Husband Salvatore & Family 
11:30AM For the Parishioner of St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Alexander Fr. Jacob Fr. Alexander Fr. Jacob 
Baptism during Mass 

Deacons Deacon Mike Preach Deacon Mike Preach Deacon Howard Preach Deacon Gary Preach 

Lectors M. Smith 
D. Prezell 

K. Igielski 
L. Zyzda 

M. Arata 
E. McPherson 

A. Kuderna 
D. Wittgen 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS JANUARY 20 & 21, 2018 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
J. Murphy 
J. & P. Koch 
W. & M. Pohl 
D. & S. Washburn 
J.  Scwartz 

L. Bosshart 
C. Cline 
J. Weiler 
R. Hegerle 
M. & M. Manning 
J. Thompson 
M. Sikorski 

B. & K. Aden 
K. & E. Arata 
M. & M. Galuska 
E. & d. Leuthner 
H. Stumpf 
K. Pannhausen 
L. & M. Davis 

D. Weiler 
C. Sims 
J. Lyman 
M. Schofield 
M. & J. Ranchero 
S. Scesniak 
M. Job 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, January 14 
 9:30AM  Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 10:45AM Family Catechesis 
 10:45AM New Parishioner Welcoming Session 
 1:00PM Catholic Work Heart Meeting 
Monday, January 15 
Martin Luther King Day Parish Office Closed 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Tuesday, January 16 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 9:00AM Mary’s Circle 
 9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
 5:30PM Religious Education Program 
 6:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
Wednesday, January 17 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 1:30PM Finding Hope Healing Heart 
 6:30PM P.A.D.S. 
 6:30PM Parish Life Meeting 
 7:00PM Care for Creation Meeting 
 7:00PM Faith Formation Meeting 
 7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, January 18 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, January 19 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, January 20 
 9:30AM Religious Education Program 
 1:30PM Singulong 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 6:00PM Crockpot Cookoff—Game Night 
Sunday, January 21 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 

Annual Contribution Statements 
If you would like a statement of your regular 
church contributions for the calendar year 2017 
please call the office. We will be happy to send you 
a statement. 



Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 I would like to offer my 
thanks to all those who helped to 
make of Christmas liturgies so 

memorable. I am grateful for those who serve on the 
Worship Commission and for all who offer their service 
as liturgical ministers at St. Mary Parish. On behalf of our 
Director of Liturgy, Fred Vipond, I wish to thank our sac-
ristan Rita Gunther, lead usher Chris Smola, Art and En-
vironment Coordinator Kathy Lenzen, and all who assist-
ed them in making our church festive. Thanks to all our 
ushers, greeters, musicians, lectors, altar servers, Eucha-
ristic ministers and sacristans for your faithful service. 
Thanks also to our deacons and the pastoral staff for your 
continued generous service. And thank you to the parish-
ioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation for being so gra-
cious and welcoming to families, friends, and visitors 
who worshipped with us this Christmas. May you find 
satisfaction in knowing that your dedication makes a dif-
ference in the lives of many people. It is a privilege to 
serve the people of St. Mary as pastor and I enjoy serving 
and living with Fr. Matthew Alexander. We are both 
grateful for the many Christmas cards and expressions of 
gratitude that we received. We are indeed blest.   
 Having completed our celebration of Christmas, 
the Church enters into a short period of Ordinary Time 
prior to the start of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednes-
day, February 14th. Yes, St. Valentine’s Day.   While Je-
sus said that “There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one friend,” I think the timing of these two 
observations is unfortunate this year.  But to make the 
best of this, perhaps we can use the combination of Ash 
Wednesday and Valentine’s Day to deeply, spiritually 
renew our commitments to sacrifice for those whom we 
love. 
 Today’s first reading reminds me of an old theo-
logical adage that says that the six most dangerous words 
in Scripture are “Speak for your servant is listening,” 
because whenever it is expressed in Scripture, something 
important, new and likely challenging will be asked of 
that person. While it is a good thing to receive a calling or 
mission from God, the timing of it is often unexpected 
and often inconvenient. As has been said, if you want to 
make God laugh, just tell God you have plans.  
Today’s Gospel story begins with John the Baptist point-
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ing the way to Jesus, and Jesus, in turn, calling Andrew 
and Simon Peter to follow him. It is interesting to note 
that Jesus takes the initiative and calls them by name. Je-
sus already knew what was in their hearts.  Jesus calls us 
each by name as well and invites us to learn from him.  
May this coming year fill us with new opportunities to 
know, love, and serve the Lord.  
 Over the Christmas break I accepted the resigna-
tion of our Facilities Manager, Mr. Richard Plage. Rich 
worked in this role since 2006 and has kept a complex 
infrastructure of systems and buildings on our 54-acre 
campus functioning well. Rich could be counted on to 
repair broken equipment and respond to numerous emer-
gencies while splitting his time between the St. Mary 
campus and St. Paul’s in Gurnee. Rich has accepted a full-
time position at St. Paul the Apostle effective January 
11th. We will miss his extensive knowledge and diverse 
maintenance skills. We wish Rich the best personally and 
professionally as he leaves St. Mary.   
 
 
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry 

Prayer	for	a	New	Year		Lord,	you	make	all	things	new.	You	give	us	hope		and	cause	our	spirits	to	be	born	again.	Thank	you	for	the	gift	of	this	new	year	and	for	all	the	potential	it	holds.		Inspire	us	in	our	faith		that	we	might	hear	you	call	us	by	name	and	respond	generously.	Amen	



Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic Chapel following the 
8:00 AM Mass Monday through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in the Eucharis-
tic Chapel on Fridays immediately following the 8:00 AM 
Mass .and 3:00 PM during Adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Childcare at 9:30 Mass 
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday 
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3. 
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com 

 Stay informed with the great things happening at St. Mary by joining 
the parish email lists.  To add your email to the list: 
 
• Go to the parish website at www.stmaryfc.org and click on the 

image shown above which will take you to the email registration 
form 

• Enter your email address, name and click “continue” 
• After confirming your email address, enter your first and last 

name in the indicated boxes then select the parish lists you 
would like to join: 

St. Mary News and Announcements to receive parish news-
letter and special announcements. 

Adult Formation to receive the Adult Formation newsletter 
and information about learning opportunities at the parish. 

Youth Ministry or Junior High Ministry to receive infor-
mation from our parish youth ministry groups. 

• Click “join” 
 
It’s that easy! You can easily update your preferences or unsubscribe 
at any time. Call the parish office if you need assistance. (847) 223-
0010. 

Featured CD for January 
 

Love – Sacrifice – Trust: 
He Showed Us the Way 

by Fr. Michael Schmitz 
 

Fr. Mike Schmitz shares important insights on the meaning of Christ’s 
Cross. He shows how God’s rescue mission for us includes the need 
for each person to embrace his own cross in order to reestablish trust 
in the Father and the understanding that love requires sacrifice. It also 
includes a bonus segment on Stations of the Cross, which features 
reflections on the Lord’s Passion and Death, accompanied by moving 
audio dramatizations from the Truth and Life Audio Bible. 

 
Feature CDs may be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 

Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the 
parish to continue the program and offer new material. 

Country Fest 2018 
Country Fest 2018 is right 
around the corner. Yes, you 
read that correctly! Planning 
for this year’s Country Fest 
has begun and the planning 
committee is inviting anyone 

who would like to be a part of making this great event a reality to 
attend our next meeting on Tuesday, January 9th at 7 pm in the 
parish meeting rooms. If you have any questions or would like to 
be a part of planning this great event but are unable to attend the 
January meeting, please contact John Gannon at jfgan-
non74@gmail.com or at 440-570-9286 or Chuck Stoffel at 
charles.stoffel@53.com. 

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Roberta “Bobbie” Consdorf, Geneva Wetley 

Stewardship Report   
Sunday Collection January 7, 2018  $           26,016.81  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           21,730.77  

Difference  $             4,286.04  

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         628,235.37  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         608,461.54  

Difference  $           19,773.83  

Difference vs. Last Year  $           13,127.86  

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   



Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak 

 
“Tolerance” 

     I hope that your holidays were joyful and that all of us are moving 
into the New Year with a renewed sense of making 2018 a better year 
than was the last, and by improving ourselves in the upcoming year, 
so that we can have a positive impact on those around us (our family, 
friends, and our co-workers) and more fully live our lives as Christs’ 
disciples. I’m sure by now, we’ve had enough holiday dinners with 
tables full of relatives who are sometimes “hard to take,” and while 
eating turkey and pumpkin pie have thought, “How can I possibly be 
related to these people?” Relatives have always been easy targets for 
our family jokes about petty annoyances, but we’ve all had experienc-
es with people who for some reason “rub” us the wrong way. Annoying 
co-workers, noisy next-door-neighbors, rude waitresses, pushy sales-
people…. you know the types. I don’t know about you, but there are 
some people that I just rather not be around. I try to do my best to be 
tolerant of others—at least when I’m around them! 
     In light of all the tensions in our world, many of which are caused 
by intolerance, I’ve taken inventory of myself and I’ve set as one of my 
“ambitions,” (I don’t call them resolutions) for 2018 to try be more toler-
ant. Tolerance is mainly known as a willingness to accept others and 
their beliefs, even if we don’t necessarily agree with them.  
     How often have we been intolerant in action or thought? How often 
have we chosen to completely close our minds to a person or an idea 
because it was different from the way we were brought up, or the way 
we looked at things. How many times have we been downright intoler-
ant of our family, friends and those around us by “digging in our heels” 
and refusing to see an issue in another light.  
     If I’m going to try to become more tolerant, if any of us feel that we 
should explore becoming more tolerant, some notes I gleaned from my 
deacon formation studies in “Pastoral Theology,” (the science of the 
care of souls), may, with the grace of God assist us on our journey: 
 

Be a Good Listener, Listen Carefully Without Jumping to Conclu-
sions. It really is easy to dismiss someone as soon as they strike up a 
conversation with you—almost like you’re mentally rolling your eyes 
even though you’re nodding politely. For once, listen to what they’re 
saying—really listen.  
 

Try to Understand the Other Person’s Point of View. Now that 
you’re listening to someone, resist the urge to totally discount what 
they’re saying because it sounds “weird” to you. Try to understand 
what they’re telling you—maybe they not getting their point across 
very well. 
 

Agree to Disagree. You may not agree with the person and their be-
liefs or opinions, and that’s okay. We’re all different and it’s okay to 
have different opinions or thoughts on what is “right.”  
 
     Friends, if there ever was a time for tolerance to be a virtue we hold 
close and dear to us, it is now. It seems that every time we turn 
around, another intolerant act or speech or “tweet” is besieging the 
world we live in. Matthew 7:12 tell us, “Do to others whatever you 
would have them do unto you.” The Golden Rule, a basic tenant of our 
Catholic faith, calls for us to be ever tolerant and patient with the world 
around us. As we begin our tolerance improving journey in 2018, let us 
all better try to, “Do to others whatever you would have them do to 
you.”                          

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Please Make Your Gift to the  
2018 Annual Catholic Appeal 
 
“Come, Follow Me” 
 
Many families in our parish will be receiving the Annual Catholic Ap-
peal request mailing from Cardinal Cupich. On behalf of those served 
by the ministries and services funded by the ACA, we thank you for 
your gifts. Please return your response as soon as possible. 
 The ACA offers a wonderful opportunity to answer Jesus’ 
call to “Come, Follow Me.” In addition to providing for ministries and 
services throughout the Archdiocese, the Appeal also funds services 
that are of great help to ministries here in our Parish.  
 As we contemplate God’s many gifts to us, we should also 
reflect on our gratitude for these gifts. Your financial support for the 
work of our Parish, our Archdiocese, and the Church throughout the 
world is, in fact, one way to express this gratitude. Please give gener-
ously to the 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal. 
 When our parish reaches its goal in paid pledges, 100% of 
the additional funds received will be returned to us for use in our par-
ish. 

 

Wonderfully Created, 
Wonderfully Redeemed 

February 25-26, 2018 
7:00–8:30 p.m. 

 
Presented by 
Kristin Bird  

of  
Burning Hearts Ministries 

 
More information to follow soon… 



Passion Play 2020 
Fr. Jim Presta, Pastor of St. Emily Parish in Mt. Prospect, will host a 
trip to the Oberammergau Passion Play, June 17-24, 2020. The trip 
will include a visit to the Alpine Treasures, including the city of Salz-
burg where “The Sound of Music” was filmed, the Eagle’s Nest Excur-
sion, Innsbruck as well as the city of Oberammergau where the fa-
mous Passion Play takes place.  
 An information meeting about the 2020 Passion Play Trip, 
with representatives from Trans World Travel, Inc. in Highland Park, 
will take place on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 1 p.m. at St. Emily 
Church, 1400 East Central Road, Mount Prospect. We will meet in the 
Parish Center (Hajdu Hall) on the west side of the church building. 
Parking is available in the west lot.  For a brochure on the Passion 
Trip or further information, please contact Sue Hogan at St. Emily’s 
(847-824-5049 or shogan@stemily.org). 

St. Mary Youth Ministry 

Ignite Youth Group 
IGNITE is our high school youth group 

that meets on the second and fourth 
Sundays of the month. Staring on January 14 at 6:00PM our youth 
nights will focus on the Sacraments of Initiation and where they are 

rooted in both the Old and New Testaments. The dates for 
upcoming youth nights are January 14 and 28 and February 18 and 
25. These nights include a teaching on our faith, discussion, games 

and snacks. We hope you can join us in this New Year! 

Sports Night 
All teens are invited to our next sports night 
which will be held on Saturday, January 27 
after Mass over at the school gym. We will 
play basketball. So please bring appropriate 
gear for that! There will also be pizza for 
everyone at the end. Parents are welcome 
to participate as well. We hope to see you there! 

Catholic Heart Work Camp 
ATTENTION! The Next Mission Trip 
Meeting is January, 14, 2018 @1pm in 
meeting Room 1.All Participants who 
have been accepted for the trip should 
be in attendance. Those who missed the mission Kickoff meeting in 
December still have the opportunity to join us in Knoxville this next 
summer! Applications are available in the office.  

Enchanted Castel Lock-In 
Any teen who is in 6th–12th grade is invited to 
join St. Mary Youth Ministry for a lock-in at the 

Enchanted Castle in Lombard, Il. This event 
will take place from Friday, February 2, 2018 

@ 9pm until Saturday, February 3, 2018 
@6:30am. The cost for the trip is $60 which covers transportation, 
pizza, pop, tokens, and all amenities inside the Enchanted Castle. 

Registration forms may be found in the office.  
Email or call Grant with any questions! 

Treasures from Our Tradition 
 “Ordinary Time” began for us this week. On the old calendar, the 
feast of the Presentation, still more than two weeks away, was the last day 
of the Christmas season. Sadly, Bethlehem is hardly a place of peace on 
earth these days. The ancient Christian community has been largely up-
rooted by political strife. The Church of the Nativity stands (barely) in re-
markable disrepair and disorder in Manger Square. The roof is crumbling, 
the major doorways are blocked, the wiring is faulty, and the worship life is 
disrupted by quarrels among Eastern Christians. 
 The church was founded by the Emperor Constantine in 325, de-
stroyed in a Samaritan revolt in 539, and rebuilt by the Emperor Justini-
an. When the area came under Muslim control in 638, the holiness of the 
church was respected, and in return Christians allowed Muslims to pray 
in the south aisle, a right still upheld. Earlier in that century, invading 
Persians were ordered to destroy all churches, but when they saw the 
magi carved over the doorway of the Church of the Nativity, they spared 
it out of respect for their ancestors who bore gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh to the same city. The Crusaders restored and redecorated the 
church by the twelfth century, and it is their plan that survives. Down a 
few stone steps is a stone grotto with a silver star marking the place of 
Christ’s birth: when the star was stolen in 1847 it triggered an internation-
al crisis that exploded into the Crimean War.  
 Since 1852, the church has been shared by the Roman Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox, and Armenian Churches. The Greeks are in charge of 
the grotto, but don’t enjoy the best of friendships with the Armenians. 
Catholics have the care of the Chapel of the Manger, and avoid the 
squabbles by a separate entrance to the Franciscan monastery church 
of St. Catherine. Pray for peace in Bethlehem! 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

A few years ago I stumbled across the following bits of wis-
dom from Erma Bombeck. Perhaps you’ve read this before, 

but regardless I hope you find Erma’s words as insightful and 
thought-provoking as I did. Erma, always a source of wisdom and 
humor, wrote these thoughts near the end of her life after she 
became seriously ill with a genetic kidney disease. (Erma died in 
1996. She converted to Catholicism in 1949 while in college and 

remained active in the Church.) This work is entitled “If I Had My Life 
to Live Over.”   

I would have talked less and listened more. 

I would have invited friends over to dinner even if the carpet was 
stained, or the sofa faded. 

I would have eaten the popcorn in the ‘good’ living room and worried 
much less about the dirt when someone wanted to light a fire in the 
fireplace. 

I would have taken the time to listen to my grandfather ramble about 
his youth. 

I would never have insisted the car windows be rolled up on a summer 
day because my hair had just been teased and sprayed. 

I would have burned the pink candle sculpted like a rose before it melt-
ed in storage. 

I would have sat on the lawn with my children and never worried about 
grass stains. 

I would have cried and laughed less while watching television and 
more while watching life. 

I would have shared more of the responsibility carried by my husband. 

I would have gone to bed when I was sick instead of pretending the 
earth would go into a holding pattern if I weren’t there for the day. 

I would never have bought anything just because it was practical, 
wouldn’t show soil, or was guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

Instead of wishing away nine months of pregnancy, I’d have cherished 
every moment and realized that the wonderment growing inside me 
was the only chance in life to assist God in a miracle.  

When my kids kissed me impetuously, I would never have said, “Later.  
Now go get washed up for dinner.”  There would have been more “I 
love you’s.” More “I’m sorry’s.” 

But mostly, given another shot at life, I would seize every minute...look 
at it and really see it...live it and never give it back.  Stop sweating the 
small stuff. 

Don’t worry about who doesn’t like you, who has more, or who’s doing 
what. Instead, let’s cherish the relationships we have with those who 
do love us.  Instead, let’s cherish the relationships we have with those 
who DO love us. Let’s think about what God HAS blessed us with.  
And what we are doing each day to promote ourselves mentally, phys-
ically, emotionally, as well as spiritually. Life is too short to let it pass 
you by. We only have one shot at this and then it’s gone. 

I hope you all have a blessed day. 

 
If you wish to contact me, please leave a note in the parish office or 
send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

REP News 
Happy New Year as we begin the second 
half of St. Mary’s 2017-2018 Religious Edu-
cation Program. The first half of our year 
flew by as the children in grades K-8 grew 
in their relationship with Jesus and in their 
knowledge of our Catholic faith. Whether in 
the classroom, in prayer services, doing 
outreach activities, or learning to be a good 

follower of Jesus, the Holy Spirit has been alive and active in REP. 
 Children preparing for the sacraments have been busy learn-
ing more about what the sacraments mean to us. Those preparing for 
First Reconciliation will celebrate God’s forgiving grace this month. Our 
confirmation candidates have been busy doing service projects like 
delivering Christmas gifts to our sharing parish, making lunches for 
PADS and many activities in the community. 
 The EDGE night sessions have been blessed with lively 
sessions led by our new Youth Minister, Grant Bright, seminarians 
Danny Orris and Deacon Isaac Coulter and our own Fr. Matthew, as 
well as our peer ministers and adult team. 
 As we look ahead to next summer and fall, the 2018-2019 
registrations forms will be available on the parish web site beginning 
Monday, February 5. Forms will also be available in the kiosk in the 
narthex and in the parish office. Forms ARE NOT mailed to families. 
It is important that children begin faith formation in first grade as two 
years are required in preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Communion. If you are new to St. Mary and have not yet 
registered with the parish, please contact the parish office or attend 
one of our Welcome Session to become members. 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
Sue Matousek 
 
Director of Religious Education 
smatous@stmota.org  

 
SAVE-THE–DATE 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
JUNE 18-22, 2018 

 
 

 
Make a splash with 

SPLASH CANYON 
and discover God’s Promise  

on Life’s Wild Ride 
 

Questions? Contact Breanna Piland and Megan Mandro 
stmarysvbs16@gmail.com  





HUMAN 
CONCERNS 
COMMISSION: 
 
The mission of the 
Human Concerns 
Commission is to 
promote the word and 
manifest the love of 
Jesus Christ by helping 
those who are in need, 
following the principle 
that “whatever you do 
to the least of my 
people, you do unto 
me.” 

MINISTRY OF CARE:   
Contact the parish office if you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home. 

FINDING HOPE/HEALING HEARTS 
The next grief support group begins Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
Meet and journey with other adults who have experienced the death of a 
loved one.   Register now for this 10 week program of hope and healing. 

Wednesday Afternoons 
 January 17-March 21, 2018 

Contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office or see the website for registration information. 

 9 DAYS FOR LIFE: JANUARY 18-26, 2018 
The U.S. bishops invite us to pray for the protection of all human life by 

joining in a special novena called 9 Days for Life. You can sign up to 
receive daily intentions on your phone or online.   

9 Days for Life is a “digital pilgrimage” of prayer and action focused on 
cherishing the gift of every person's life. A multi-faceted novena high-

lighting a different intention each day provides reflections, bonus infor-
mation, and suggested actions.  Sign up to receive the novena through a 

free app, daily emails, or daily text messages. Visit 
www.9daysforlife.com to sign up and for information on how else you 

can get involved!                         
 

Here at St. Mary, we will observe a Holy Hour in recognition of Roe v Wade 
on Tuesday, January 23rd immediately following the 8:00am morning Mass.  

Please plan on joining us in prayer.   
  

 Laudato Si’:  
On Care For Our Common Home 

 “LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord.” These are the 
words that open Pope Francis’ encyclical on ecology and care for God’s creation. 

Pope Francis addresses Laudato Si’ to “every person on the planet,” for we all 
share a common home—the earth. He focuses on a number of important themes:  
§ A Moral and Spiritual Challenge. The ecological crisis, Pope Francis writes, is 
a summons to profound interior conversion—to renew our relationships with 
God, one another, and the created world.  
§ Care for God’s Creation. God created the world and entrusted it to us as a gift. 
Now we have the responsibility to care for and protect it and all people, who are 
part of creation. Protecting human dignity is strongly linked to care for creation.  
§ We are All Connected. We are connected to the rest of the human family, to 
the created world, and to those who will come after us in future generations.  
§ Impact on the Poor. People in poverty have contributed least to climate 
change, yet they are disproportionately impacted by it. As a result of excessive 
use of natural resource by wealthy nations, those who are poor experience pollu-
tion, lack of access to clean water, hunger, and more.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Join the St. Mary of the Annunciation Care for Our Common Home Ministry.  
Our next meeting is Wednesday, January 17 at 3:30pm. 

 
Blessing for those leaving or 
returning from deployment: 
 
 

O God, you led your servants Abraham and 
Sarah from their home and guarded them in all 
their wanderings. Guide this servant of yours, 
N. Be a refuge on the journey, shade in the 
heat, shelter in the storm, rest in weariness, 
protection in trouble, and a strong staff in dan-
ger. We give you thanks for him/her; bind us 
together now, even though we may be far apart. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. (Catholic 
Household Blessings and Prayers) 

 

The Human Concerns Com-
mission will have its monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 24th at 3:30pm.  All are wel-
come to come and hear updates 
about and planning for the 
multitude of ministries that 
fall under Human Concerns.   

Human Concern Commission Members:  Carey Marciniak, Chairperson; Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-
Aden,   Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jim Robinson, Jan 
Swanson; Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison                                        Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm 



Word Made Clear: the Gospel of Mark 
A presentation with Fr. James McIlhone 
January 25, 2018, 7 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Parish Center 
 
Father James McIlhone, Director of Biblical Formation for the Archdio-
cese of Chicago, will offer a presentation on the Gospel of Mark   
 Come hear some of Fr. McIlhone’s wisdom from years of 
teaching and preaching about the Gospel and join in the discussion as 
we are challenged to take the Word we hear and make it the Word we 
live in our daily lives. 
  Fr. McIlhone’s presentation kicks off an opportunity for Cath-
olics throughout the Archdiocese of Chicago to join in a virtual journey 
through the Gospel of Mark. You will receive the tools to explore the 
Gospel whatever way works best for you. If you choose to sign up, you 
will be provided with weekly e-mail updates to guide you through the 
process. 
 To register for this event and/or to receive weekly e-mails, 
visit www.stfrancislzparish.org 

16th Annual St. Vincent de Paul Pasta Party 
Sunday, March 11 
1pm - 4pm 
Diantha Hall (school gym) 
 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP), 
brings assistance to individuals and families 
when they experience hardship. Help from St. 
Vincent de Paul includes linking people to gov-
ernment and charitable resources, turning on 
or keeping on electric and gas, stocking empty 
cupboards, coaching on finding employment opportunities, providing 
clothing or repairing their car for necessary transportation. Each two-
person team visits a home, bringing spiritual support and the love of 
the people of St. Mary Parish.  
 
For the past 15 years the community of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
has gathered annually to celebrate and support the works of SVdP. 
The Pasta Party, always a spirited event, helps fund the work of the 
Society in a significant way. In addition to the generous donations 
made to the Alms for the Needy box in the narthex, the Pasta Party 
provides financial resources to assist people who call St. Vincent de 
Paul for help, this in addition to the abundant outpouring of food and 
school supplies received each year for those campaigns to feed the 
hungry and prepare SVdP-assisted students for back to school.  
 
This year’s Pasta Party will be held on Sunday, March 11, 1:00–4:00 
PM, in Diantha Hall, our school gymnasium, with all of the fun of the 
cash raffle, door prize raffle and delicious meal of spaghetti, salad and 
rolls generously donated by Tina G’s in Mundelein (previously by Philly 
G’s). Meatballs will be provided by SVdP. If you’ve attended previous-
ly, you know that the dessert table is a glorious sea of sweet treats 
donated by parishioners. Coffee, tea and dessert are all included in the 
dinner price; beer, wine, soft drinks and water will be available for an 
additional donation. Tickets will be available in the narthex starting in 
February and at the door on the day of the event.   



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four 
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM 
 

PARISH NUMBER  
847-223-0010  

 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      
Frassati Catholic Academy:  Mundelein Campus: 847-223-4021    Wauconda Campus: 847-487-5600 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 
 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 

Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner Ext. 310 
Principal, FCA cclcprincipal@gmail.com 
 

Ms. Penny Elwood  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Richard Plage  Ext. 304 
Site Manager           rplage@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance 
Mr. William Tangney 
Maintenance   

Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 
 

Rev. Matthew Alexander, STL      Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor           FrMatt@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council 

Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Gina Debord 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy  

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
Linda Green 

 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 
John Malone* 

 
*ex-officio, secretary 
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