
 

Information regarding fine arts competition. 
  
Regarding High School: 
  
#1 Please make sure you have the current AACS Handbook. We will be following 
the rules from the handbook with a few exceptions. It is available on aacs.org.  
  
#2 There are a few things that we do at the state level that are different than what 
is done at the national level. At the state level, we offer Choir (25+) as a category, 
the Algebra 1 test, and Acoustical Guitar. Also, at the state level, instrumental 
pieces will not have to be memorized. Please make special note that these are 
only at the state level. 

#3  Thursday competitions (March 5th) will be Spelling Bee, Bible Memory, 
Science Fair, Debate and Art entries. 
  
#4 There is no limit on what a student can enter except…. 
 **A student can only enter once for any category.  
 They cannot be competing against themselves. 
 **A student can enter no more than 5 art entries 
 **A student can only compete in only 1 of these three categories - Spelling Bee,  
 Bible Memory and Debate. This is because of scheduling conflicts. 

#5 Writing topics and directions for entries will be sent out before the March 
competition and all writing entries will be turned in digitally.  

Regarding Junior High: 
  
We will be following the AACS Handbook just like we did last year, however, we 
will be adjusting some of the rules for the Junior High. All of the adjustments are 
given below. 

All timed events will be 2 minutes less than what the AACS Manual says.  
For example a 10-12 minute performance for a High School student 
becomes an 8-10 minute performance for a Junior High student. 
There will be only 1 performance piece for any category 
Instrumental pieces will not have to be memorized 
The first 5 rounds of Bible Memory will come from points I - III. Beginning 
in round 6, questions can come from any point on the outline. 
Writing competition will be done at the same time as elementary using the 
information given on the next page.

http://aacs.org/


37th Annual AACS Creative Writing Contest 

2019–2020 Topics 
ELEMENTARY 

POETRY—Write a poem about something that is in your desk, locker, or backpack. 
SHORT STORY—Write a story in which a pet changes in an unusual way (examples: small pet becomes 

huge, slow pet becomes fast, tame pet becomes wild). 
JUNIOR HIGH 

POETRY—Write a poem about a small-town hero. 
SHORT STORY—Write a story that ends with the main character saying, “One good turn deserves another.” 

Rules 
1. Entries shall meet the specific length requirements listed below: 

ELEMENTARY LEVEL (GRADES 4–6) 
Poetry: maximum 200 words 
Short Story: maximum 750 words 

JUNIOR HIGH LEVEL (GRADES 7–8) 
Poetry: maximum 300 words 
Short Story: maximum 1000 words 

2. A student may enter only one category—either short story or poetry. 
3. Students should be told the topics at least one week prior to writing so they have time to think through what they wish to 

communicate. 
4. Students must submit a handwritten or typed entry that has been written in the school and under school supervision, 

without adult or student assistance. The student should first write a rough draft and make the necessary corrections. The 
student then proceeds to write a final copy. Entries to state and national competition must be free of written comments 
and corrections. 

5. No reference materials or notes except a King James Bible and a dictionary shall be permitted at the time of writing. 
Preparation may be done outside of class, but no notes may be used during the writing period. The time limit for the writing 
is two hours. 

6. If hand-written, students must use standard notebook paper. The final copy must be written in pencil or black ink using 
only one side of the paper. If entries are typed, final copy must be printed on one side of the paper. Entries may be 
photocopied for school judging and will be photocopied for state and national judging. Leave a one-inch margin on all sides 
of the paper. 

7. The following information must be listed at the top of the first page of the student’s entry: Student’s name and grade; 
school name, city, and state; category entered; title; and number of words. 
• A “fancy” cover page or title page is not allowed. 
• If the student uses more than one piece of paper, each additional paper should have the following information: page #, 

student’s name, and name of school. 
• DO NOT staple the pages together. Stapling tears out the corners of the photocopies. 

8. The main judging criteria will be the content, originality and communication of the piece. Mechanics, such as spelling, 
punctuation, paragraph structure, poetical form, neatness, etc., are secondary criteria. The schools should have received 
copies of each judging sheet. If not, please contact your state office. Before submitting the entry, on the judging sheet fill in 
the level, name, school, city, state, grade, title, number of words, and signed statement of originality. Student will be 
penalized if the judging sheet is not correctly completed, including title, number of words, and signed statement of 
originality. 

9. Original student entries must be submitted to the state association by December 13, 2019. (This date may vary by state. 
Please contact your state office for exact deadline for your state.) Each association will select one winner in each category 
on each level. These four winners will be sent to AACS for the national judging; these entries should be received by the 
National Office by January 30, 2020. National winners will be announced in April 2020. 

Awards 
State winners will be presented medals. National winners will be awarded plaques. All awards will be provided by AACS. 



 

CREATIVE WRITING—SHORT STORY 
(Check Category) 

 Elementary (4th–6th grade)  Junior High (7th–8th grade) 
 
Name  _______________________________________________                                                                                   Grade__________  
 
School  ______________________________________________  City _________________________________ State  _________  
 
Title (required) ________________________________________  Number of Words (required) ____________________________  
 

FACTORS EVALUATED COMMENTS POINTS 
Creativity 
1. Appeal: Author demonstrates originality. Story 

sustains reader interest for its intended audience. 
2. Details: Descriptions contribute to the reader’s 

enjoyment. 
3. Style: Elements enhance the story. May include but 

not limited to: 
a. Word choice 
b. Figurative language 
c. Tone 
d. Voice 

4. Theme/Purpose: Author’s message or intent is 
effectively obtained. 

 
 
 
 

(45 points possible) 

 
 (45 pts) 

Content/Development 
Elements support the theme/purpose and contribute 
to a unified whole.  May include but not limited to: 
1. Setting/Mood 
2. Characterization 
3. Dialogue (if any) 
4. Plot/Conflict – May include but not limited to: 

a. Engaging beginning 
b. Introduction of conflict 
c. Rising action 
d. Climax 
e. Falling action 
f. Resolution 

5. Organization 
 
 
 

(45 points possible) 

 
 (45 pts) 

Writing Mechanics 
1. Meets or exceeds grade level. 
2. Errors are minimal and do not confuse the reader. 

 
(10 points possible) 

 
 (10 pts) 

  

  Total (100 possible points) ___________ 
 
        
 
 
  _______________________________________________  
                                  Judge’s Signature  

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY 
I certify that this project is my own original and authentic 
work and that I received no help in completing this 
project other than general instruction and supervision. 
 
 _______________________________________________  

Student’s Signature (Required) 
 



 

CREATIVE WRITING—POETRY 
(Check Category) 

 Elementary (4th–6th grade)  Junior High (7th–8th grade) 
 
Name  _______________________________________________                                                                                   Grade__________  
 
School  ______________________________________________  City _________________________________ State  _________  
 
Title (required) ________________________________________  Number of Words (required) ____________________________  
 

FACTORS EVALUATED COMMENTS POINTS 
Originality/Content/Communication 
1. Approach to topic is creative/original. 
2. Content is organized intentionally. 
3. Poem captures the reader’s interest. 
4. Theme or main idea is developed and well integrated. 
5. Word choice is precise and free of clichés. 
6. Poem contains unique details and vivid descriptive 

language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(50 points possible) 

 
 (50 pts) 

Poetic Devices 
1. Rhyme 

a. If the poem is in rhyme, the rhyme scheme is 
correct. 

b. If there is no rhyme, there are compensating sound 
devices (alliteration, consonance, onomatopoeia, 
etc.). 

2. Meter 
a. Meter is consistent throughout and appropriate. 
b. If there is no meter, phrasing possesses a rhythmic 

flow to distinguish it from prose. 
3. Poem is infused with imagery-specific sensory 

impressions, rather than broad generalities. 
4. Literary devices such as metaphor or symbol add 

depth or layers of meaning to the poem. 
5. Visual appearance: Structure is intentional and 

meaningfully connected to the content. 
 

(40 points possible) 

 
 (40 pts) 

Writing Mechanics 
Writer shows a clear understanding of the rules of 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and 
grammar/syntax OR consistency and intentionality in 
breaking the rules. 

(10 points possible) 

 
 (10 pts) 

  

  Total (100 possible points) ___________ 
 
        
 
 
  _______________________________________________  
                                  Judge’s Signature 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY 
I certify that this project is my own original and authentic 
work and that I received no help in completing this 
project other than general instruction and supervision. 
 
 _______________________________________________  

Student’s Signature (Required) 
 


