
 

 
Read Ephesians 5:3-21, perhaps using Lectio Divina before looking at 
these questions.   
 

 Paul has a high standard for Christian life and relationships.  What had 
been his challenge to believers in verses 1-2 of chapter 5?   

 What sins had been noted in the second half of chapter 4?  Paul notes 
different sins in verses 3-5, offering commands and motivations for 
different behavior.  What are the sins and the particular reasons he 
gives to avoid them?   

 Paul once again offers a contrast between the Christian's old life and 
our new life in Christ (as in Ephesians 2:1-3, 2:11-15, 4:17-24).  Why 
are Christians not to be associated with the sins of verses 3-5?   

 One commentator notes that verse 8 is one of the strongest texts on 
conversion in the New Testament.  How does it describe conversion?  
What are Christians "in the Lord" and why does it matter?   
 
“The Christian life is always a call to be who God says we are. A life of 
faith is a life that takes God at his word.” 
 

 Do we know what pleases God?  What is fruitful and what is 
unfruitful?  Light and darkness? (according to the text and according to 
your life) 

 How are we called to live in verses 15-17?  How has Paul called us to 
live ("to walk" in the original) so far in Ephesians?  What does he 
expect of our relationship with God?    

 In verse 18 drunkenness becomes a picture of the life of darkness that 
Christians have left behind.  What are the evidences of new lives filled 
with the Spirit in verses 19-21?  Should you join the music ministry? 
 
Paul talks repeatedly about being filled and the fullness of God (1:23, 
3:19, 4:10, 4:13) and it is not something Christians are to be passive 
about: "Christians must allow themselves to be the place where the 
presence and power of God are evident."  

  
In response to this passage -  
 What does this passage say about thankfulness and when it is 

appropriate?   
 How does the idea of light and being filled with the Spirit inform our 

idea of the Christian life and of our life together as the church?  

Week 9: August 6 – August 12 
Read Ephesians 5:3-21  


