
 

 
 
 

Read Ephesians 3:1-13, perhaps using Lectio Divina before looking at 
these questions that get us into the text.   
 

Paul begins to make a point in verse 1 and then remembers his call to the 
gospel which will lead to a digression of sorts in verses 2-13 that tells us 
something both of the purpose of Paul's calling and its grasp upon us as 
well.   
 How does Paul describe himself throughout this passage?  Why does 

he consider himself a prisoner of Christ Jesus when he is in a Roman 
jail?   

 How does Paul understand his ministry (his “outrageous privileges” per 
one commentator)? What role does grace play in his understanding?  
What is the mystery made known to him?  

 

“Grace always brings responsibility; it never is merely privilege....  To 
receive grace is to be taken into service....  It will not allow us to be 
passive, for it is God’s power at work in us.” 
 

 How do verses 5-6 relate to what Paul discussed at the end of chapter 
2?   

 What does Paul claim in verse 7 about his ministry (the word power 
again, see 1:19-20)?   How do we understand ministry? 

 How does Paul describe himself in verse 8?  How does he describe his 
ministry to the Gentiles?  

 Verses 11-12 echo earlier passages in Ephesians - which ones do you 
hear?   

 How does Paul view his ministry and his suffering? 
 

Paul saw the little house churches he ministered among “as ‘functional 
outposts of God’s kingdom,’ as prototypes of God’s end-time community, 
and as a witness to the powers.  For most of us, the church is a place that 
puts on services.  Somehow, we must move beyond this and recover a 
sense of the importance of church as the place where the purposes of God 
are embodied, and the unity God seeks is practiced.” 
 

In response to this passage -  
 What do you have to be thankful for? 
What is our calling - individually and together as the church? 

Week 5: July 9 – July 15 
Read Ephesians 3:1-13 


