
June 1, 2020 
 
The Word of God is never out of touch, but our discussion around it on Sunday felt like 
it.  There were no prayers, no lament, no call to action and no mention of the deep pain 
and division wracking our country over the weekend.  I could make an excuse that we 
record mid-week and so much happened after we recorded.  But that excuse is an 
admission that we were reacting instead of leading; we would have said something if we 
had no choice.  Therein lies the problem with most white evangelical history on race; we 
only say something when we are forced. 
 
George Floyd was killed on Monday.  We had plenty of time to speak to his death.  
Even if not Floyd’s death, then Ahmaud Arbery’s death and Breonna Taylor’s death.  
Black men and women are being killed in our country because of racism and we need to 
raise our voices, or our silence says these lives do not matter. 
 
I apologize congregation that we have not spoken enough or in a timely fashion.  Yes, 
we have spoken on racism in sermons, hosted the Freedom Riders, brought in 
Immanuel AME survivors, but racism persists and so must our calls for justice and 
reconciliation.  Our pain should increase with understanding, not be placated by past 
engagement. 
 
George Floyd was a brother in Christ.  He brought Christian ministries to his childhood 
Houston home neighborhood where there was scant hope.  He told one Christian hip-
hop artist: “I love what you’re doing. The neighborhood need it, the community need it.  
If y’all about God’s business, then that’s my business.” 
 
Brother in Christ or not, he is an image bearer of God whose life is precious.  Who God 
created and said, “It is very good.”  This precious life was more casually taken because 
he was black, as were Ahmaud’s and Breonna’s lives.  That is the definition of a fallen 
world yet we remain too quiet. 
 
We must not let the small minority of protesters give us an excuse to change the 
subject.  The rioters let us off the hook from having to speak about the issue of racism.  
What are we going to do to change racism, not change the subject? 
 
Our denomination leadership including leaders from Love Mercy Do Justice and the 
Director of Racial Righteousness and Reconciliation posted: 
 

“As the Evangelical Covenant Church, we grieve the death of George Floyd. We 
lament that the pandemic of systemic racism has not only been allowed to grow in 
our nation but has also established a foothold in too many churches, fomented by 
some and ignored by others. The ECC will not ignore the sin of racism, a virus that 
has plagued our world far too long. We call on all Covenanters to “grieve with those 
who are grieving.” We grieve not only the death of George Floyd but a system that 
affords some the luxury of being treated with dignity when the law is broken, while 
others go to the morgue. In the middle of this brokenness, and our lament, we 



continue to stand firm in our faith, knowing that amid what feels like despair, we are 
not without hope because Jesus is Immanuel! Our Lord and Savior has inaugurated 
the kingdom—disarming the powers and authorities—and while the kingdom has 
not fully manifested, we persevere in faith, knowing that it will!” 

 
We must persevere in faith standing against the evil of racism and looking at our own 
participation in it, whether by activity or inactivity, by word or by silence, by hate or by 
indifference.  Let us repent, lament, and pray for God to move using us as His 
instruments just as He moved through George Floyd to reach His old neighborhood.  
The country, the neighborhood, and the community need it.  If it is God’s business, then 
let it be our business. 
 
Watch for updates soon regarding our next steps. 
 
Serving Together in God’s business, 
Pastor Cary 


