
Maybe you haven’t had any new moms-to-be in your life lately, but I recently discovered 
when my daughter-in-law was expecting that there is a trend to send out pregnancy up-
date photos week by week comparing the size of the unborn child to various fruits and 
vegetables, along with their stage of development.  For example, at 17 weeks, the baby is 
the size of an onion and is developing bones and muscles.  It conveys the excitement and 
delight in the months of preparation.  Brooks has now been with us for almost a year and 
has filled our hearts with love, and our phones with pictures.  
 
Like so many things in life, God was the first one to think of this. He sent out many up-
dates about His coming Son.  He began sharing 
His excitement and delight thousands of years 
before His Son was conceived!  Way back in  
Genesis 3:15 he tells the serpent about Jesus, 
“He’ll wound your head, you’ll wound his heel.” A 
little more puzzling than “the baby is the size of a 
blueberry”, but we are talking about Jesus here.  
And a plan for the salvation of all humanity. This 
is just a tiny, blueberry-sized sample of what God 
has planned. 
 
Consider this well-known prophecy from Isaiah 7 
– “A girl who is presently a virgin will get pregnant.  She’ll bear a son and name him 
Immanuel (God-With-Us).”  Okay, a bit surprising.  Maybe a little too much information.  
And so much for the big “gender reveal”.  But this is no ordinary baby, with no ordinary 
dad.  God wants to make sure we are all able to recognize who this little guy is, and to 
see the family resemblance! 
 
Then there’s Isaiah 9 – “For a child has been born – for us!  The gift of a son – for us! 
He’ll take over the running of the world.  His names will be:  Amazing Counselor, Strong 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Wholeness.  His ruling authority will grow, and there’ll be 
no limits to the wholeness he brings.”  Do you feel it?  God’s love for His Son Jesus, and 
also for us!  He couldn’t wait to tell us about the coming Savior in this love letter that we 
call the Bible. 
 
Isaiah 53 tells us, “There was nothing attractive about him, nothing to cause us to take a 
second look.”  Not one of my daughter-in-law’s updates said anything about my grand-
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Worship Your Newborn King 

son being AVERAGE.  (He is, of course, nothing less than fabulous).  But then Isaiah 
goes on with these sobering words – “One look at him and people turned away . . . 

But the fact is, it was our pains he carried – our disfigurements, all the things 
wrong with us . . . He took the punishment, and that made us whole.”  Whoa!  

Getting kind of grim here.  A little too close for comfort.  This is one thing I 
DON’T want to be about me.  But the reality is that it is.  My sin, my 
messes, my failures . . . all heaped on God’s beloved son.  Yours, too. 
 
But hear this one from Psalms 16:9-11.  “I’m happy from the inside out, 
and from the outside in, I’m firmly formed.  You canceled my ticket to 
hell — that’s not my destination!  Now you’ve got my feet on the life 

path, all radiant from the shining of your face.  Ever since you took my 
hand, I’m on the right way.”  Now that’s the great-pumpkin-sized update!  

All of us messed-up, stressed-out, average-looking sinners (actually no 
matter what you look like or how you feel) can set down all our worries and 

failures.  God always tells it like it is so we can see Jesus for who He is. And our-
selves for who we are in Him.  
 
So, come.  He is here!  Set it all down. Let Him fill you up.  Worship your newborn 
King. 

Diana Ambrose 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Children’s Ministry 

Deck the Halls & Movie Night — December 6 
 

Everyone is invited to join us at 6:00 on Friday evening, December 6th, as we Deck the 
Halls!  After a pizza dinner, the children will move to the Kids’ Cave to watch the movie, 
“Home Alone:” (rated PG), while parents continue decorating the church for the Christ-
mas season.  

Children’s Ministry 
Christmas Gathering for Volunteers 
 
Sunday, December 15 —  1:00-3:00 pm 
Lackowski home, 29 Partridge Lane, Trumbull 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 
Children’s Ministry is looking for volunteers 
to assist Cosette Albert in the Nursery during 
the 9:00 am Worship Service.  If you are 
willing to hold and care for babies, please 
contact Kristine Lackowski. 



MORE Children’s Ministry 
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All kids in Grades 1-5 are invited for a fun and festive evening at 
Friends Night Out to celebrate Jesus’ birth with a Christmas Party! 

Friends are welcome to attend! 
 
Parents, if you are able to provide any food donations, 

please let Kristine know prior to December 8th. 
 
This will be our last Friends Night Out of 2019; we will re-
sume on January 7th. 

WinterJam Retreat for Grades 4-6 
January 24-26, 2020 

Operation Christmas Child 

Children in grades 4-6 are invited to 
participate in an incredible weekend 
at Pilgrim Pines in New Hampshire. 
 
There will be worship, sledding, ice 
skating, broomball, foosball, ping 
pong, prizes and much more! 
 

The cost is $125 per student.  
Scholarships are available.  Ask a 
friend to join you . . . It will be an 
amazing weekend!   
 
Contact Kristine Lackowski for 
scholarship information 
(kristine@coveaston.org). 

Friends Night Out Christmas Party 
Tuesday, December 10 — 6:30-7:45pm 

Thank you to all who participated in Operation Christmas Child last month.  We had 
so much fun packing over 100 boxes with items donated by our generous church 
family!  Santa and the Sons of Thunder Motorcycle Club arrived after worship to pick 
up the boxes which will be shipped to boys and girls around the world.  Thank you 
for your part in sharing Christ’s love with others around the globe! 

mailto:kristine@coveaston.org
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The Board of Directors of the Bridgeport Rescue Mission has appointed Frank 
Williams to be Chief Executive Officer of the Mission as of October 25th. 
 
Frank served as CFO since the summer of this year, and was given the addi-
tional responsibility of Acting COO when Terry Wilcox announced his plan to 
retire in October. 
 
The Mission is preparing to dramatically expand services through their new 
Community Care Center, beginning in 2020, and Frank will lead this life-
changing ministry. 

Bridgeport Rescue Mission 

T h e  S a l t  

SUGGESTED DECEMBER DONATIONS 
 
Baking Needs:  Flour, Sugar, etc. 
 

Baby Items:  Formula, Diapers, Baby Food 
 

Always Needed:  Cereal (variety packs), Instant Oatmeal, Powdered or Boxed Milk, 
Peanut Butter, Soup, Pasta, Rice, Tuna fish, Deviled ham, Canned chicken, Rice 
 

Please leave donations in the Wicker Hampers located in the Church Entry. 

Food Pantry 
Bridgeport Rescue Mission 
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COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 
 

John Anderson 
Bill Croasmun 
Krista Dolan 
John Drummond  
Joyce Fiscus 
JoAnn Gibbs 
Gerry Lambert 

Church Council Update 
Your Church Council meets once a month, usually on the second Monday night each 
month.  If you have questions, comments or concerns or would like to raise anything 
for consideration, please contact a Council member, and we will be glad to help you.   
Your Council members are John Anderson, Bill Croasmun (Chair), Krista Dolan, John 
Drummond (Vice Chair), Joyce Fiscus, JoAnn Gibbs, and Gerry Lambert (Secretary).  
Here is a brief update of recent meetings:  
 

2020 Budget Plans 

The Council met with the Finance Ministry on November 7 to discuss and review 
the budget for 2020, compare it to the current year (2019) plan, and to understand 
the underlying rationale for specific changes and review proposed salary changes 
for staff.    A huge thank you to the members of the Finance Committee for their 
hard work in compiling the 2020 budget.  By the time of reading this, the budget 
will have been presented at Part One of the Annual Congregational Meeting. A key 
factor in meeting the offering target for 2020 is our faith promises.  The Council 
and the Finance Ministry urges everyone to prayerfully consider their offering for 
2020 and to commit it in a faith promise, if you have not already done so. 
 

Council Devotions 
The Council has been reading selected Psalms for the devotions at our meetings. Each 
Council member takes turns in leading the devotion.  At our November meeting, John 
Drummond, whose turn it was to lead the devotion, had asked all Council members to 
read Psalms 21 and 22 but to read these Psalms as if we had no previous Christian 
background or knowledge. In discussing the readings, several interesting questions 
arose, questions that a person not having any, or very little, Christian background 
would ask. This led to a discussion on the importance of our second Vitality Goal, i.e., in 
the coming year, each of us will be actively engaged in other people's lives to bring 
them closer to Jesus Christ.   
 

Pastor Cary’s Sabbatical:  Forming a Sabbatical Team 

Pastor Cary will be taking a 3-month sabbatical in 2020 and in preparation for that a 
Sabbatical Team will be formed to ensure that several key pastoral and administrative 
activities will continue as seamlessly as possible in Pastor Cary’s absence.  So far two 
members have been identified and have agreed to serve, namely Christine Austin and 
Jim Meyers.  The Team will be bolstered with the addition of staff members.  Please 
pray for this team as they help lead the Church while Pastor Cary is away. 
 

Part-time Technology Director 

At our October meeting, the Council conducted a video interview with Clark Eno who 
had applied for the new position of Technology Director and who had been proposed 
as a candidate by the Search Committee.  The Council approved Clark’s appointment; 
and as you now know, he has started his duties.  A warm welcome to Clark! 
 
The Council continues to consider how Council members, or other Church members, 
can assist Pastor Cary in his role as spiritual leader.  As part of this process, the Council 
plans to hold a combined meeting with Staff and Ministry leaders early in 2020 to 
consider how the Council, Staff and Ministry leaders can work together to further the 
spiritual growth of all members and also to begin to consider other medium and longer 
term goals to add to/replace  the two Vitality goals currently being pursued. 

T h e  S a l t  S h a k e r  



P a g e  6  

Discipleship Leadership Team is Growing! 
Please welcome our new Discipleship Ministry Co-Chairs – Pat Croasmun and 
Nancy Wilber!  On November 12th, we held our kick-off meeting to pray for 
the Lord’s will and guidance.  We are very excited to have Pat and Nancy join 
our ministry and for what and how God will use this group in 2020 and be-
yond at Covenant.  

 
We are now “live” with our free church-wide subscription to this robust 
Christian online digital library.  We already have 87 people registered, 
and I would love to get your feedback!  For current and yet to be regis-

tered users, PLEASE provide only your email, password, and a few ministry interests to your profile.  ONLY 
provide more information IF you want a rightnow MEDIA representative to contact you via email or phone (be 
mindful). 
 

January 2020 Life Group Leader Training 
Our Discipleship Director Bob Rieger will be hosting a training, collaboration, and vision sharing session on 
Sunday, January 12th for Life Group Leaders and those interested in future leadership.  Bob will present core 
fundamentals for leading a Life Group, helpful tools and best practices, and have fellow leaders share helpful 
insights and encouragement.  Join Bob after the 2nd Worship Service (12:30 pm) in Room C; lunch will be   
provided. 

Bob Rieger, Director of Discipleship  /  bob@coveaston.org  /  (203) 727-8523 

Join or Start a Life Group 
We are earnestly encouraging 
everyone in the congregation to 
consider joining a Life Group or 
starting a new Life Group.  It’s 
time for our current Life Groups to 
be more intentional on growing 
their group or prayerfully 
consider splitting into two 
groups and then inviting 
others.   
 

Prayer 
Let’s each individually commit to DAILY 
PRAYER.  Let’s commit to prayer in our 
small groups, in our ministry gatherings, 
in worship, and at our monthly recurring 
Fasting & Prayer gathering (1st Friday of 
every month). 
 
 
 

Vitality & Discipleship Partnering 
Prayer and Word Initiative 

T h e  S a l t  S h a k e r  

Discipleship Ministry 

Pat Croasmun & Nancy Wilber 

 
Hey!  Bob’s got 

a new 
email address! 

mailto:brieger21@gmail.com
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Calling On Angel 
Investors! 
 
We have a number of 
scholarship needs this 
year for our Winter 
Retreats.  If you might 
be willing to sponsor or 
partially sponsor a 
youth for a Winter 
Retreat, please contact 
Pastor Debbie. 

Youth News 
Christmas Parties 
We’ll be celebrating our Annual Youth Group Christmas Dinner Party for OASIS 
(High School Youth) on Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00pm 

 

Our JHAMS (Junior High) and families are invited to a Christmas party 
celebration on Friday, December 13 at 7:00pm  There will be no 
JHAMS (Middle School) on Thursday, December 12th. 
 

BYOB (Bring Your Own Bible) Young Adult Bible Study 
Come join us at BYOB!  We meet on Monday nights from 7:30-8:45pm 
in the Church Chapel. 
 

Schedule Changes for the Holidays 
There will be NO OASIS, JHAMS or BYOB meetings the weeks of 
December 23rd and December 30th.  We’ll resume meetings in the New Year the 
week of January 6th. 

Serving Others 
 In November our Junior & Senior High Youth assembled toiletry care 

packages, and made & served a delicious brunch with our brothers & 
sisters in need living on the streets of Bridgeport.  Also, a group of     
students and youth leaders partnered with Urban Impact to put          
together Thanksgiving meals for families in the greater Bridgeport area. 

 
 Our High School Youth will be spreading Christmas cheer on December 

11th to the residents at Parrish Court senior facility in Fairfield.  We will 
be partnering with members of our Church Choir to bless many people 
with hand-written cards, home-baked goodies and lots of singing, 
dancing and laughter! 

Debbie Packnick, Student Ministry Pastor  / (203) 668-5350  / debbie@coveaston.org 

 

Looking for last minute Christmas or New Year’s gift for your 
teen?  Nothing says, “FUN” like our Annual Winter Retreats! 

 

Registration will end in a few weeks, so be sure to visit the Youth 
Retreat link (below) and register your student: 
 

WinterFest 2020 — January 3-5 High School Retreat, $130* 
WinterBlast 2020 — February 7-9, Junior High Retreat, $125* 

 

*Parents MUST register their student online at: 
https://www.pilgrimpines.org/retreat-overview 

 

**There are two retreat options for the Junior High Retreat — be sure 
to select the weekend of February 7-9! 

mailto:debbie@coveaston.org
https://www.pilgrimpines.org/retreat-overview
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Evangelism Training Takeaways 
SKILLS 
 

1. Listen:  Listen to the Lord and to people in order to be prepared to share 
the gospel and/or have a spiritual conversation with people. 

2. Interpret:  When having spiritual conversations, be able to interpret what 
God is doing in a person’s life so you can point it out 
and talk through it with them. 

3. Invite:  Prepare to make a compelling invitation to 
someone.  Based on your listening and interpreting, 
you should be able to make informed invitations.    Ex-
amples:  come to church, come to a life group, pray 
with me, give your life to Jesus, get baptized, study the 
Bible with me and investigate God. 

4. Gospel:  When inviting someone to follow Jesus, it’s 
ideal to have a good grip on what that means.  One 
way you can explain the Gospel is using the Big Story 
App from InterVarsity (Creation, Fall Redemption, Restoration) - see above 
graphic.  Learn how to contextualize the Good News for people while     
retaining all the major points. 

 

COMMON BARRIERS TO EVANGELISM AND RESPONSES 
 

1. “I’m afraid”:  Understandable, but you have the opportunity to show your 
friend/family member/co-worker what a loving Christian looks like.  Plus, 
80% of people are interested in having spiritual conversations, so you   
probably won’t be called a “Jesus Freak.”  But if you are, it’s still not that 
bad! 

2. “I don’t know how”:  Well, hopefully this sheet (and the training) demysti-
fied evangelism and is approachable now.  Just have an organic conversa-
tion and lean on the Lord for guidance. 

3. “I’m not good enough/unqualified”:  Fortunately, the point of the    
Gospel is just that — you aren’t good enough, but God still loves you, just 
like He loves the person you don’t want to have a spiritual conversation 
with.  If some sin is really bugging you, then pray and do some confession/
repentance, but don’t let it stop you from leading someone else towards 
Jesus. 

 

COMMON BARRIERS TO ACCEPTING JESUS, AND RESPONSES 
 

1. “I’m afraid”:  Yeah, I can see why.  It is a pretty big decision, but let me tell 
you about how Jesus has changed my life since I decided to commit my life 
to Him . . . . 

2. “I don’t know how”:  Quite alright, I can help walk you through it.  I didn’t 
know everything it meant to become a Christian when I did either, but we 
have a community to help and God won’t leave us.  Plus, I can help lead you 
through a helpful prayer now, too. 

3. “I’m not good enough/unqualified”:  Right on!  That’s the whole point!  
We could never be good enough to be with God, but that’s the beauty of 
the   Gospel.  God loved us while we were still sinners and Jesus died for us        
anyway. T h e  S a l t  S h a k e r  

COLBY 
PUTNAM 
 

Colby Putnam is the 
InterVarsity 
Assistant Area 
Director and 
Quinnipiac 
University Chaplain 
 
If you’d like more 
information about 
speaking to others 
about Jesus, please 
contact Colby at 
cdputnam@gmail.com 



Treasurer’s Report 

Birthdays 
 

12/1 Melanie Lackowski 
 Christopher Lackowski 
12/2 Larry Boyle 
12/3 Bob Rieger 
 Kyle Lent 
 Christian Talbot 
12/6 Asher Mastropole 
12/9 Mike Blair 
12/10 Carol Lentini-Mojcher 
12/14 Sam Keegan 
 Mark Hatfield 
 Shannon Grumet 
12/16 Nick Meyers 
12/17 Bob Forstrom 
12/21 Carolyn Carlson 
12/22 Denise Cameron 
12/24 Dave Cameron 
 Carola Perez 
 Joyce Fiscus 
 Sara Meachen 
12/26 Susan Ploss 
12/28 Bobbie Morgan 
 Elena Meachen 
 

Anniversaries 
 

DECEMBER  14 
Dot & Helge Svenson 
 

DECEMBER 15 
Brenda & Bob Hurd 
 

DECEMBER 28 
Nancy & Tom Wilber 
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The financial results of the General Operating Fund for the ten months 
ended October 31, 2019 were as follows: 
 

 INCOME: 
  Offering Receipts $485,850 
  Investment & Other Income 8,076 
       Total Income $493,926 
 EXPENSES $508,922 
  Excess of Expenses over Income ($3,999) 
 

 
The year-to-date (YTD) deficit is about $11,000 higher this year        
compared to the same time period last year.  Although actual YTD 2019 
giving exceeds that of 2018 after ten months by approximately $26,500, 
we continue to trend below budget in required giving. 
 
As was explained further at Part 1 of our Annual Meeting on 11/24/19, 
we have shown good progress so far in the first three weeks of Novem-
ber as giving for this month should exceed that of last year.  We have six 
remaining Sundays for 2019.  In order to make budget for 2019, we 
would need to receive about another $90,000 in giving or approximately 
$15,000 per week for the remainder of our operating year. 
 
December 2018 saw one of the highest giving months in the Church’s 
history.  Faith Promise commitments and results show higher response 
rates and coverage to budget than in 2018.  We are poised and excited 
to see how God will once again move in your hearts this December.  We 
pray this will be another year of generous and joyous response as we 
seek to S-T-R-E-T-C-H our faith and lean into all that God desires for us 
to experience as we freely give. 
 
A well-known Evangelical pastor and author was quoted some years ago 
about generosity.  Here’s what he said: 
 

“The Bible says that when we obey God’s commands, we       
benefit.  I think we naturally assume that if we look out for our 
own interests and concerns, we will be happy.  But people who 
sacrifice for others (and the Church) will tell you that seasons of 
giving are the most rewarding of their lives.” 

 
May this December be yours and ours together!  AMEN. 
 

Dave Gibbs, Treasurer  



PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Loving God, Growing Together, Serving Others 

1 Sport Hill Road 
Easton, CT  06612 
 
203.371.8335   
www.coveaston.org 
 

4:00 & 10:00 pm 


