
On September 9th, 2010, we prepared to welcome our son, Matthew, into the world.  Excited and 
nervous as first-time parents could be, David and I talked endlessly about the moment we would 
see our son for the first time.  Although we debated on who he would look like, I knew that 
Matthew would look like me.   
 
I have always enjoyed planning for everything I set out to do.  As a first-time mom, I thought I 
knew what I wanted my experience to be.  As you can imagine, I was very concerned and frus-
trated with my obstetrician who didn’t believe in birth plans.  I later learned her reason why.  I 
expected to go into natural labor, see my baby immediately, 
and hold him in my arms right away with David right by my 
side.  You know, just like in the movies.  That was not my story. 
 
On September 8, 2010, I was admitted into New York Presby-
terian Hospital Weill Cornell.  After twelve hours of labor and 
great concern over my health, my doctor stated I would be un-
dergoing an emergency Cesarean-section.  She proceeded to 
explain what was going to occur to include all the risks of this 
emergency surgery.  I listened attentively while tearing up and 
being overcome with fear.  Everything happened so quickly.  In 
the operating room David sat to my left, prayed for me and did 
his very best to reassure me everything would be fine.  During 
the operation, emergency teams were called in to assist with what was a very difficult delivery.  
At 5:11 p.m., my son was born lifeless and could not breathe on his own.  Nurses proceeded to 
work on Matthew, and immediately swept him off to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
due to fetal distress.  I never heard him cry and did not get to hold him in my arms that day.   
 
The following day, I was wheelchaired into the NICU to see my son for the first time.  I was happy 
to see him and angry at the same time.  Anger stirred inside of me, because I didn’t get my picture
-perfect moment as a new mom, and my baby was in the NICU with cables and tubes connected 
to him.  Tests were constantly being run on him and everyone tried to put my mind at ease, but it 
was not what I wanted this experience to be like.  See, I knew Matthew was fine.  After all, he 
was the largest baby in the NICU weighing in at 9lbs, 11ozs and measuring in at 21 inches long.  I 
was excited that my baby was finally here, but no words made those feelings of anger seeing 
your baby in an incubator attached to numerous lines go away. 
 
Four days later, Matthew had yet to be cleared by the hospital, and I was preparing to be dis-
charged.  The thought of not bringing my baby home with me, filled me with unbearable sadness.  
I planned on hanging out in the NICU until the nurses would kick me out and then I’d go home, 
and then come back as early as possible the next day.  As I was receiving my discharge papers to 
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go home, I didn't feel quite right.  The nurse took my final temperature and stated I 
could not go home because I had developed a high fever.  I stayed in the hospital for 
about a week and a half due to complications from surgery and was not able to see 
my son for a number of days until I was fever free. 
 
Throughout all of this experience, it was difficult for me to rely on God’s promises.  I 
knew God was with me the entire time, but I was disappointed and angry about how 

this all went down.  After almost two weeks, Matthew and I were given the 
all clear by doctors and we were told that we were able to go home.  I was 
grateful to finally be going home with my baby!  As a believer I have always 
known God to be in control of each and every situation, but I struggled 
with understanding God’s will at that very moment.  As I later reflected on 
past events, I realized that Matthew needed to arrive the way he did, and 
that I needed to face a health crisis to make needed changes in my life.  
Oftentimes, God allows difficult moments in our lives to occur in order to 
polish us and test our faith.  My faith was certainly tested.  This event initi-
ated a stronger connection with God; a relationship that would sustain me 
in my journey facing my fears and life’s struggles. 
 
Through much reflection, seeking God’s Word and prayer, I began to find 
strength in the midst of the storm.  I sought to place my trust in God.  I 
came to a point that I knew where my help would come from as in Psalm 
121:1-2.  Drawing from this strength, David and I decided, 5 years later, to 
have a second child.  On March 23, 2016, we welcomed Joseph into the 
world in the same hospital with the same doctor, but this time my perspec-
tive was different.  This time I came in fully trusting that God would see 
me through no matter what was to come.  

 
Psalm 55:22 says, “Cast your burden on the Lord [release it] and He will sustain and 
uphold you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken (slip, fall, fail).” (Amplified 
Bible, AMP)  These words encouraged me in my difficult times, and I pray that these 
words will uplift you in times of trials.  I urge you to put your trust in God.  Know that 
no matter what is happening in your life, no matter the struggle, you can hand it over 
to God, and He will be your help.   
 
Lord, we thank you for seeing us through the good and bad times, and for always being 
there.  I thank you for allowing us to share your loving kindness and faithfulness.  Thank 
you for being faithful, even when we are not.  Father, we pray that at this moment, you 
help others who may face illness, pain, uncertainty, anxiety or any other difficulty.  I pray 
that You sustain them, surround them with Your perfect peace that surpasses all under-
standing.  That they may come to You in total surrender knowing that no matter what the 
circumstance, You are in control.  Comfort the lonely, the lost and the hurt.  Strengthen 
the sick and pour over them Your healing oil.  Restore and renew our faith in You, Lord. 
Help us remember that You are enough.  As it states in Hebrews, 13:8, You are the same, 
yesterday and today, and forever.  In Jesus’ mighty and precious Name, Amen!  
 

Eva Rivera-Chavez 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Worship Ministry News 

Thursday, April 9 — 7:30 PM 

Join us for a LIVE Tenebrae Service in darkness on ZOOM video 
conferences (look for details in an upcoming church email). 
 
We will pray, sing, commune, reflect silently, and read through 
the story of Jesus’ final hours as written in scripture.  The Service 
will be recorded and available for those who cannot attend the 
live video. 

Join us as we celebrate our Risen King for one combined digital Worship Service on Easter Sunday, April 12.   

The Easter Worship Service will be available on the Church website for all of us to view on Easter morning. 

We’re looking forward to this opportunity to mirror the experience of the early church as we simplify our  

Worship Service, but maintain our focus on lifting up the King of kings and the Lord of lords who is risen and 

worthy of praise! 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Birthdays 
 

4/2 Leanne Austin 
4/3 Sena Povinelli 
4/4 Judy Allen 
 Colby Putnam 
4/5 Estuardo Estrada 
4/6 Jessica Goddard 
4/7 Michelle Wilber 
4/8 Jeff Munley 
4/9 Samantha Nilsen 
4/12 Dot Svenson 
4/15 Carl Otten 
 Iain Munley 
4/18 Luke Gibbs 
4/21 Christina Avila 
4/22 Anastasia Svenson 
4/26 Margie Royster 

 

Anniversaries 
 

APRIL 4 
Paula & Sam Keegan 

 

APRIL 7 
Patricia & Diego Castiblanco 

 

APRIL 18 
Karen & Joe Domena 

 

APRIL 22 
Karen & George Sheridan 

 
Special Days in April 

4/2 National Burrito Day 
4/5 National Deep Dish 
      Pizza Day 
4/10 National Hug Your Dog  
       Day 
4/22 Administrative 
      Professionals Day 
4/26 National Pretzel Day 
4/30 National Raisin Day 
 

T h e  S a l t  S h a k e r  

The financial results of the General Operating Fund for the two months 

ended February 29, 2020 were as follows: 

 INCOME: 
  Offering Receipts, Investments  
            & Other Income $110,153 
  

 EXPENSES $93,976 
  Excess of Income over Expenses $16,177 

 
The above year-to-date (YTD) totals show continued strength in our    
giving commitments against expenses.  These results offer encourage-
ment that we are increasing in our generosity and an awareness of faith-
fulness in how we live and respond to God’s financial provision in our 
lives. 
 
In recent weeks, expenses for maintenance have spiked.  Repairs to the 
roof and repairs to our HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) 
system will require uses of current cash and other reserve funds.  We are 
blessed to have the ability to meet these expenses. 
 
However, as we manage recent developments with the COVID-19 out-
break, it is critical that your giving continue despite our inability to meet 
on a weekly basis.  Please consider electronic giving alternatives; as well 
as, the option to simply mail your options directly to the Church Office to 
the attention of our Financial Secretary, Lyn Spaulding. 
 
Thank you all for what you do for this great church family we have.  It is a 
blessing and an honor to serve our Great Lord with each of you. 
 

Dave Gibbs 
Treasurer 

Be devoted to one another in love.  Honor one another above 
yourselves.  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 

prayer.  Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Romans 12:10-13 
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VITALITY GOALS 
 

Each of us at Covenant will: 
 

Make a personal commitment 
to daily prayer and Bible 
study.  

 

Be actively engaged in other 

people's lives to bring them 
closer to Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

Church Council Update 
Your Church Council meets monthly, usually on the second Monday night 
of the month.  If you have questions, comments, concerns or would like to 
raise anything for consideration, please contact a Council member, and we 
will be glad to help you. 
 
Since the advent of the COVID-19 epidemic, Council has been working 
with Pastor Cary and the Staff to support the shift to video  worship, allo-
cate financial support where needed to continue our ministries, pray for 
our Staff and church family, and plan for the coming months.  
 
In March a Care Team was assembled to help support Pastor Cary, the 
staff, and congregation during Cary’s sabbatical and beyond.  We are very 
excited to support our fellowship of believers in this way.  Council will join 
with the new Care Team to make sure that all of our members and attend-
ers remain connected and supported during this time of   uncertainty and 
greatly reduced face-to-face contact. 
 
If you have needs of any kind, questions, or concerns during this extraordi-
nary time, please contact a Council member, and we will be glad to help 
you in any way we can.  Your Council members for 2020 are John          
Anderson, Christine Austin (Secretary), Bill Croasmun (Chair), John     
Drummond (Vice Chair), Joyce Fiscus, JoAnn Gibbs, and Gerry Lambert.  
 
Please pray for the health of all of our Covenant family, for those who are 
unable to work during this time and may face serious financial needs, for 
our Staff who are facing unexpected new challenges, and for effective 
ways to minister when we are unable to meet together.  
 
Also, be aware that Covenant has a Benevolence Fund to assist those with 
particular needs.  Feel free to Contact pastoral staff or a Council member if 
you need help.  (Or, if you are able, this is a good time to make a special 
contribution to this fund.  You can do this by following this link https://
www.coveaston.org/give and clicking Benevolence Fund.)  
 
Meanwhile Council continues its role in longer-term planning.  In February 
our Ministry leaders, Council and Staff gathered together to discern and 
brainstorm our ministry goals for the coming year.  At our March Council 
meeting we reviewed all the information, concerns and ideas that came 
out of that gathering.  We are now putting together a team to implement 

the goals for 2020-2021 including continued focus on our two Vitality 
Goals. 
 
In 2020 the Council began reading the book, Spiritual Leadership, by J.  
Oswald Sanders.  We are on a journey to discover what are the qualities of 
a good spiritual leader, can anyone become a spiritual leader, and what can 
we do to help encourage spiritual leadership at Covenant Church of 
Easton.  
 
Finally, in these difficult weeks let’s look for ways to be the hands and feet 
of Christ by helping neighbors, friends, and our communities in any way 
we can.  

https://www.coveaston.org/give
https://www.coveaston.org/give


Bob Rieger, Director of Discipleship  /  bob@coveaston.org  /  (203) 727-8523 
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Discipleship Ministry 

Stay CONNECTED with God and with Each Other! 

Many of our Life Groups (and Ministry Teams) are continuing to meet during this COVID-19 
pandemic using the Audio/Video ZOOM online conference program.  We thank God for tech-
nology and how it can help us stay connected with God and each other. 
 
If your Life Group has not yet scheduled a time to meet using ZOOM — it’s easy to use, simply 
send an email to our Church Secretary Gail Lent (gail@coveaston.org) or Director of Disciple-
ship Bob Rieger (bob@coveaston.org) who will be happy to set you up!  

Life Groups Continuing to Meet 
Using ZOOM! 

More Ways to Connect 

 
RightNow Media 

RightNow Media is a robust Christian online digital library 
that can inspire your faith any day of the week!  Covenant 
has a FREE subscription available to everyone in the 
church.  If you’d like to use RightNow Media and can’t   
locate the email Bob Rieger sent to you a few months ago, 
email him (bob@coveaston.org) to be re-invited.  

YouVersion 

 
ONE-ON-ONE 
PRAYER 
 

 

We are in this  
together, for each 
other, and to be  
helpers to those in 
need.   Commit to 
DAILY PRAYER,    
individually, by calling 
a friend to encourage 
and pray with, or text 
prayers on your cell 
phone.  OR feel free 
to contact Bob or one 
of our Church Staff. 

YouVersion is a Bible APP that offers FREE reading plans 
and devotionals to help you engage with God’s Word every 
day, a little at a time.  It’s available for smartphones, tablets 
and online at https://www.bible.com/.  YouVersion also 
has an APP for kids that’s specifically designed to engage 
children with Bible stories on an age-appropriate level.  

mailto:brieger21@gmail.com
mailto:gail@coveaston.org
mailto:bob@coveaston.org
https://www.bible.com/


Children’s Ministry 

Lifeway Christian Resource for Families 
 

Lifeway, a Christian resource, is offering free digital resources for families to use while home with their      
children.  The content is updated weekly and includes a Bible story and life application videos, downloadable 
activity pages and family discussion guides.  There’s also an APP you can use if you prefer. 
 
Each week the Family Discussion Guide offers a Daily Bible Reading.  These are quick Scripture references for 
you to read with your children.  I encourage you to read them in the morning as a family so you can reflect on 
them throughout the day and incorporate them as they become real to you.  For example, this week on 
Wednesday the verse is Psalm 136:26, “Give thanks to the God of heaven.  His faithful love endures forever.”   As 
you begin each meal, you can repeat the verse giving thanks to the Lord for His provision.  It can be a fun way 
for you and your kids to see how Scripture really can be applied to your lives! 
 
TO ACCESS LIFEWAY KIDS AT HOME, PLEASE FOLLOW THESE STEPS: 
Step 1:  Go to digitalpass.lifeway.com 
Step 2:  Log in or Get Started by creating an account (this is completely free). 
Step 3:  Click the LifeWay Kids or Preschool at Home icon on the main page of Digital Pass (under the  
  Digital Resources tab). 
Step 4:  Download your Activity Page and One Conversation Sheet (button at top right) to use as you  
  watch the video session. 

Director of Children’s Ministry 
Kristine Lackowski 

(203) 943-4078 
kristine@coveaston.org 

During our time apart, I encourage you to engage with your children in home discipling.  Some of 
you may be feeling overwhelmed with a new concept called “Distance Learning”.  Please don’t look 
at discipling your children as such,  family discipleship is a way of working on your own faith while 
teaching your family to love God together.  

Friend’s Night Out 
Meets Online Using ZOOM! 

Friends Night Out will continue to meet on Tuesdays from 6:30pm-7:30 PM . . . using ZOOM!  Even if 

your children have not participated in FNO this year, they are always welcome to join us!  If you have 

not used this video conferencing resource yet, please trust me when I say it’s simple to use!  If you do 

not have video capability on your computer, laptop or smartphone, there is also the option of calling in 

using a phone.  I will be sending you a link (or phone number if using a phone) for you to click to join 

our meeting.  I will always have my cell phone next to me during the meeting; if you have any issues 

accessing the meeting, send me a text  so I can help you. 

What We’re Learning This Month 
April Bible Stories 

The Crowd Welcomed Jesus — Matthew 21:1-11 
Crucifixion and Resurrection — Matthew 26:36-28:10 

Thomas Believed — John 0:19-31 
The Holy Spirit Came — Acts 2 
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OnLine Giving 
Available! 
 

In April 2018 the Stewardship & Finance  
Ministry set up OnLine Give for anyone 
in our Church. 
 
CONVENIENCE  — Anyone can donate 
to any Covenant-related event or fund, 
from anywhere in the world with an   
internet connection. 
 
CONTROL — You are in charge of your 
giving and are free to opt-in or opt-out 
at any time.  
 
SIMPLE TO USE 

Step 1.  Visit the church’s website 
www.coveaston.org.  On the menu 
bar, click GIVE.  Then click the blue 
Make a Donation button. 

Step 2.  Ways to Give.  The 
      majority of offerings are given to the 
      General Fund.  Select “one time” or  
      “recurring”, enter your gift amount,  
       and add to the giving cart.  Select  
       “Check out now.” 

Step 3.  Registering & Finishing.  

Register for an account by providing 
a username and password.  You will 
use this to log in each time a pay-
ment is made, and to keep track of 
historical donations. 

 

For more information, please contact the 
Church Office (gail@coveaston.org). 

 

I will sing a new song to you, my God; on the 
ten-stringed lyre I will make music to you, 

to the One who gives victory. 
Psalm 144:9-10 

 
We will sing a new song to the Lord.  We will sing a new song 
today.  We don't have to wait for resolution to see victory each 
day; victory that is ours as the beloved children of God.  When 
you pray today, include adoration and thanksgiving that consti-
tute a new song to our Loving God. 
 
We continue to gather for worship on Sunday mornings via    
services on the church website.  At the end of the week Worship 
Services are moved to the website’s Resources page and are      
always available for you to view or listen to. 
 
Covenant also has a midweek devotional on Facebook Live.  Like 
our Facebook page and join us on Wednesday night at 7:00 with 
a different speaker each week.  Life Groups continue to meet via 
ZOOM.  Let us continue to build our friendships and connections 
together. 
 
The Church Staff will be working remotely from home and are all 
very accessible via email.  You can also reach the staff directly by 
phone: 
 
Cary Slater  (203) 258- 3343  (pastor.cary@coveaston.org)  
Bob Rieger  (203) 727-8523  (bob@coveaston.org)  
Debbie Packnick  (203) 668-5350  (debbie@coveaston.org)  
Gail Lent  (203) 922-2111  (gail@coveaston.org)  
Kristian Otten  (203) 362-8732  (kristian.otten@coveaston.org)  
Kristine Lackowski  (203) 943-4078  (kristine@coveaston.org)  

http://www.coveaston.org
mailto:pastor.cary@coveaston.org
mailto:bob@coveaston.org
mailto:debbie@coveaston.org
mailto:gail@coveaston.org
mailto:kristian.otten@coveaston.org
mailto:kristine@coveaston.org
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Youth News 

Debbie Packnick, Student Ministry Pastor  / (203) 668-5350  / debbie@coveaston.org 

Thank you, God, for technology!  As we all adjust to this season of social   isolation, our 
faithful God has given us ways to continue to fulfill the mission of our church to Love 
God, Grow Together and Serve Others.  If you’d like to participate in any of these 
online meetings, simply contact Pastor Debbie to receive a link invite. 
 

Loving God 
Our Youth Groups continue to connect with games, prayer, Bible-based lessons and 
small group discussion through ZOOM video conferencing: 
 

OASIS (High School) meets Wednesdays from 7:30—9:30 PM 

JHAMS (Junior High) meets Thursdays from 7:30—9:00 PM  
 

Growing Together 
Youth and young adults are also able to connect and study God’s 
Word together through ZOOM video conferencing! 
 

Foundation Confirmation students meet Sundays at 
10:00 AM 

BYOB (Bring Your Own Bible) meets Mondays at 
7:30 PM 

 

Serving Others 
Our youth have an AMAZING opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ right 
now!  With schools closed and kids doing their work online and unable to hang out 
with their friends, they have a LOT of free time on their hands.  There are GREAT 
needs in our community and world right now.  Let’s encourage our youth to serve   
others. . . . 
 

Write a letter or call someone who is lonely, to offer encouragement.  

Cook a meal for someone who is unable to do this for themselves. 

Pray for people!  And then reach out and let them know you are praying for them. 

Check in on your neighbors and see if there is anything they might need. 

Contact Pastor Debbie to find out what kind of needs people in our church have 

and see if you might be able to help. 

Students Continue to 
Meet Using Technology 

UNITE (fka CHiC) 2021 is scheduled for July 18-23 in Knoxville, TN.  This is a 
HUGE youth event that happens once every three years.  It will take over a year to 
plan, prepare and raise funds for all our youth and leaders to participate.  We have 
put our plans to prepare for UNITE on hold right now and trust that our faithful God 
will provide for all our needs.  To learn more about UNITE, check out this link:  
https://unite2021.org/  

mailto:debbie@coveaston.org
https://unite2021.org/


PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Loving God, Growing Together, Serving Others 

1 Sport Hill Road 
Easton, CT  06612 
 
203.371.8335   
www.coveaston.org 
 

Encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.  Thessalonians 5:11 
 

Loving others includes encouraging one another.  In Romans 12:7-8, Paul lists encouragement among the gifts of grace.  
When people accomplish a common objective together, all are encouraged.  Fellow believers encourage one another to 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). 

 

The Thessalonian Christians faced struggles and an uncertain future.  Paul wrote to encourage 
them, reminding them of their faith and love and hope in Christ, all of which prepared them to 
be ready for the Lord’s return.  And with these assurances they could keep encouraging one 
another and building each other up. 
 

The gift of encouragement is important in our lives.  Encouragement is a gift in the home, the 
workplace, the church—wherever we find ourselves.  We can come alongside others and be 
there for one another.  We can listen, comfort, console, affirm.  It’s a way of living out the 
command to love one another. 
 

Take time to recall the people who’ve been encouragers in your life.  They’re the ones who 
were there when you thought you’d never laugh again.  They were the ones who  listened to you; whereas others just 
talked.  Then ask yourself, “When was the last time I encouraged someone?”  It’s not difficult, and the people you           
encourage are so blessed by it. 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to recognize the struggler or the lonely—anyone who needs Your encouragement of love and hope 
today.  In Your Name, Amen. 
 

We are a church family that is about encouraging people with kind words, a helping hand, a listening heart, and so much 
more, and we shouldn't forget that even when we are not able to be together physically!  Are you struck by the line "when 
people accomplish a common objective together, all are encouraged"?  That is a definition of our ministry together! In 
these uncertain times, take time to be an encouragement to others, whether with a phone call, a text or even a card sent 
in the mail. 

https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/encouragement  

https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/encouragement

