
We all recognize that Jesus displayed innumerable talents during his time on Earth, but 
have you ever stopped to think about what an amazing marketer He was?  For the past 
few years, I have been in a marketing role where I work.  Fortunately for me, I have had 
consultants and experts available as mentors to help teach me marketing principles and 
strategies. While being immersed in learning this new role, and under pressure to        
successfully market a product that is far from mainstream, I started to think about Jesus 
and His “marketing tactics”, and began to realize that even though our world has become 
more complicated with the introduction of the internet, social media, video, etc., the        
essence of how we market has remained similar.  In hindsight, I could have saved my 
company a lot of money if I had paid closer to attention to the ways that Jesus             
approached His audiences!  Let me explain: 
 
One marketing expert taught me that the best way to get a point across to your           
audience is not to broadcast it in capital letters on a banner at the top of your website, 
but to convey it in a more subtle, personal way in the form of a story.  When people can  
relate to the content in the story, they  become 
emotionally invested, and can make connections to 
your product.  WOW, novel idea!  Ha!  No, not   
really!   How did Jesus convey many of His most 
important points to us? Through parables, or      
stories!!  He knew we needed to become emotion-
ally connected in order to relate to His teachings.  
He also knew the concepts were going to be     
difficult for us to grasp, so putting them in story 
form made them more easily understood. In Matthew 13:13, when Jesus was asked by 
his  disciples as to why he spoke in parables:  He replied, “The reason I use parables in 
talking to them is that they look, but do not see, and they listen, but do not hear or      

understand.”  
 
Why do companies like to tout testimonials from clients who have used their 
product or service?  It’s the same reason so many of us find value in reading re-
views from strangers on Amazon: we want to hear real life experiences and feed-
back about the products     before making the full commitment to purchase.  BIN-
GO!  Jesus knew that hearing     testimonials of faith were important to us as we 
make decisions about following Him and committing our lives to Him.  How often 
are we deeply moved by a testimony from one of our brothers or sisters in Christ?  
Sometimes it seems like the testimony was written just for us to hear, as if God is 
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The Master Marketer 

speaking directly to us through the experiences of another.  In Mark 5:19, Jesus 
encourages us to tell our stories to one another: "Go home to your friends and 
tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on 
you.” Testimonies are a form of honor and praise to God, and can offer encour-
agement to others, or may even move someone to change their life forever.    

 
Jesus wasn’t here to sell us anything, He was here to deliver a        
message, and that message meant everything.  I thought I had been 
experiencing high pressure for the last couple of years, but yikes!  Can 
you imagine bearing the weight of the world on your shoulders? With 
the goal to extend an invitation to everyone you met, aiming to secure 
their commitment to a life of faith, all the while knowing that you  can-
not accept any “maybe” answers?  Jesus was fully God, but He was 
also fully human.  He felt pain when He was rejected, and felt joy 
when a life was changed.   
 

It is estimated that today, one-third of the world’s population are followers of 
Christ, and the Bible remains the best-selling book of all time, so I would venture 
to say that Jesus was the Master Marketer.  But the most amazing part about it 
is, He would have done all of that to SAVE JUST ONE of us.  There isn’t a          
marketing department on the planet that would be satisfied with those kind of 
results, but Jesus isn’t of the corporate realm.  He didn’t come here to be the 
Master Marketer, but thanks be to God that through His strategic leadership and 
compassion for each and every one of us, His metrics are off the charts. Yet, He 
asks for our help to bring more to Him, and with News this GOOD, we can all get 
the transformative message of Jesus if we just remember to tell our stories and 
make connections with people who seek Him, and with those who don’t yet    
understand how much they need Him! 

Mindy Hatfield 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Mark, Katrina, Spencer & Mindy 
Hatfield 



Children’s Ministry 
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Each Sunday following the 2nd Worship Service there is supervision in the Kid’s Cave.    

Families are encouraged to utilize this resource so adults can visit with others during        
Fellowship time.  Since hot coffee and tea are being served, we ask that children not run 
throughout the building during this time. 

Friend’s Night Out 
Jumpin’ for Jesus 

Field Trip to Rockin’ Jump Trampoline Park in Trumbull 
Tuesday, March 24, 6:45-8:00 pm 
$10 per child (scholarships available) 
Participants must complete the online waiver form at https://rockinjump.com/trumbull/  
Return your payment to Kristine Lackowski by Friday, March 20th. 

Volunteer Opportunity 
In the past year, we have been blessed with 3 new additions to our church!  We are now in need of volun-
teers for the nursery during the 9:00am Worship Service.  If you are available to hold and care for babies 
once a month, please contact Kristine. 

Kristine Lackowski, Director of Children’s Ministry/(203)943-4078/kristine@coveaston.org 

https://rockinjump.com/trumbull/
mailto:debbie@coveaston.org
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Sunday, March 1st What We’re Learning This Month 
 
March Bible Memory Verse 
If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too 
must wash each other’s feet.   John 13:14 
 

March Bible Stories 
Jesus Teaches — Matthew 5:1-9 

Mary Anoints Jesus — John 12:1-8 
Jesus Washes Feet — John 13:1-17 

Jesus Breaks the Bread — Mark 14:12-26 
Jesus Prays — Matthew 26:36-46 

More Children’s Ministry 

We had an AWESOME 
weekend at Pilgrim Pines 
during WinterJam! 
 
Covenant Church of 
Easton won the Broomball 
Tournament and brought 
home the GOLDEN 
BROOM! 
 
Congratulations to our 
awesome kids! 

COVENANT FAMILY EASTER BRUNCH — Friday, April 10, 9:30-11:30 am 
Come as a family to celebrate the Easter Story.  All ages welcome! 
Suggested donation $10 per family 
 
WELCOME TO THE TABLE — Sundays, April 19 & 26, 9:30-10:30 am 
Parents and children Grades 2-5. 
Join us as we discover the special meaning of Holy Communion 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEACHERS — Sunday, May 31, 12:00 pm 
Thank you luncheon for all CM Teachers and Assistants 
 
FAMILY FUN DAY — Sunday, July 26, 12:00 pm 
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COUNCIL 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

As we look forward to 2020, we 
know there will be challenges to 
face and joys for which we are 
thankful.  Please pray for: 
 

Our new ministry goal(s), and 
our continued emphasis on 
Vitality Goals #1 & #2. 
Our Staff:  Cary Slater, 
Kristine Lackowski, Debbie 
Packnick, Kristian Otten, Bob 
Rieger, Bobbie Morgan, Gail 
Lent, Clark Eno, Elana 
Fischetti, Cosette Albert, and 
Spencer Hatfield. 
Our ministries:  Worship, 
Youth, Children, Finance, 
Connections, Discipleship, 
Service & Evangelism, 
Properties & Maintenance, 
Communication, Personnel, 
and Administration. 
Plans for Pastor Cary’s 
sabbatical. 
The Covenant Men’s Retreat 
the weekend of April 24-25. 
The continued work of the 
Holy Spirit as God builds His 
church for His glory. 

Church Council Update 
Your Church Council meets monthly, usually on the second Monday night 
of the month.  If you have questions, comments, concerns or would like to 
raise anything for consideration, please contact a Council member, and we 
will be glad to help you. Your Council members for 2020 are John Ander-
son, Christine Austin (Secretary), Bill Croasmun (Chair), John Drummond 
(Vice Chair), Joyce Fiscus, JoAnn Gibbs, and Gerry Lambert.  
 

For the past year and a half, Covenant has been pursuing two Vitality 
goals: 

We will be personally committed to daily prayer and Bible study. 
In the coming year, each of us will be engaged in other people’s lives to 
bring them closer to Jesus Christ. 

 

We’ve made good progress, but of course we can never lose focus on 
these basic priorities.  At the same time, we need to be continually seeking 
God’s call and plan for us as a church.  What’s the next goal He wants us to 
pursue?  To that end, our ministry team leaders and staff met with the 
Council in February to share how each ministry is supporting our mission 
— Loving God, Growing Together, Serving Others — and to begin to discern 
the next goal or goals God is calling us to as a church. 
 

As each ministry described its work, some common themes emerged:  
The power of personal testimonies — in worship, at youth group, and 
elsewhere — describing how God has been at work in our lives. 
The need to help newcomers and those who feel less connected get 
integrated into our fellowship.  We were reminded of the power of a 
personal invitation — to go out to lunch with us, to come to our home 
for a meal, to get involved with us in a ministry. 
The opportunity to develop new leaders in each of our ministries. 
The many fruitful partnerships we have with organizations outside the 
church. 
New opportunities for ministries to work together to advance our   
mission:  Loving God, Growing Together, Serving Others. 

 

As we sought to discern a new goal or goals for 2020 and 2021 some    
areas of focus rose to the top: 

Using a mentorship/relational approach to help newcomers and those 
who are less engaged assimilate into our fellowship, grow in Christ, 
and use their gifts to advance our mission. 
Engaging people from our community to bring them one step closer to 
Christ by sponsoring community events and/or by leveraging technol-
ogy. 
Using Life Groups to assimilate newcomers, grow disciples, and serve 
others outside the church. 

 

As we consider possible new goals at our March Council meeting, we’ll be 
asking: 

Will this goal help us achieve our mission? 
Is this goal big enough to involve all of us and many of our ministries? 
Does pursuing this goal allow us to build on our strengths? 
In pursuing this goal are we joining God where He is already at work? 



Bob Rieger, Director of Discipleship  /  bob@coveaston.org  /  (203) 727-8523 
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exhale. 
 

    Sometimes all you need  to do is take a deep breath and         
    exhale.  The Pilgrim Pines Exhale Retreat is designed for    
    women to getaway from all the hustle and bustle.  Spend     
    time caring for yourself, growing in Christ, and forming      
    memories that will last a lifetime. 
 

Cost:  $165 per person 

Who:   A weekend for women 

When:  April 3-5, 2020 

Where: Pilgrim Pines (Swanzey, NH) 

Guest Speaker:  Nicole Bullock 

 

    For registration and more info visit pilgrimpines.org/exhale      
    or speak with Debbie Packnick or Christine Austin. 

T h e  S a l t  S h a k e r  

Discipleship Ministry 

Two Great Opportunities to CONNECT with God and with Each Other! 

Nicole Bullock was born and raised in Chicago, IL 
where she attended Western Illinois University, 
graduating with a Bachelor’s in Social Work.  She 
also attended North Park Theological Seminary 
graduating with a Masters in Divinity.  Nicole 
has always been active in ministry, having held 
pastoral positions in both Chicago and the Twin 
Cities.  She is a licensed and credentialed pastor 
with the Evangelical Covenant Church, currently 
teaching at Bethel Seminary.  

 

Men’s Retreat 
April 24-25 

 

WHERE:  The Incarnation Center 
                 Ivoryton/Deep River, CT 
COST:      $125 (By March 15th) 
    $150 (after March 15th) 
 
 

Our Guest Speaker will be pastor and 
author Kevin Butcher.  Pick up a Retreat 
Registration Brochure in the Welcome 
Center or visit the Church Website.  For 
more information, please speak with 
Bob Rieger or Dave Gibbs. 

mailto:brieger21@gmail.com
pilgrimpines.org/exhale


Youth Group 
Schedule 
 
OASIS (High School) 
Wednesdays 
7:00-9:30 pm 
 
JHAMS (Junior High) 
Thursdays 
7:00-9:30 pm 
 
BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Bible) 
Young Adult Bible 
Study (High School & 
College-age students) 
Mondays 
7:30pm 

Youth News 

Debbie Packnick, Student Ministry Pastor  / (203) 668-5350  / debbie@coveaston.org 
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JHAMS — Junior High Youth 
Jumpin’ for Jesus 

Field Trip to Rockin’ Jump Trampoline Park in Trumbull 
Tuesday, March 24, 6:45-8:00 pm (followed by snacks & fellowship) 
$10 per child (scholarships available) 
Participants must complete the online waiver form at https://rockinjump.com/
trumbull/.  Return your payment to Debbie Packnick by Friday, March 20.       
Parents are invited to drop off & pick up students at the trampoline facility. 
 

NOTE:  JHAMS will meet Tuesday, March 24, NOT THURSDAY of that week. 

Growing With:  The Vital Call of Youth Ministry to 
Partner and Support Parents 
 

Youth ministry can only succeed through strong partnerships with parents & care-
givers.  Growing With is a valuable new resource based on cutting-edge research 
that empowers parents to help their teenagers and young adults build their faith, 
grow in love for God, and cherish the church.  A webinar conversation with Kara 
Powell, co-author of Growing With, is available at https://covchurch.org/youth/.  
Kara will also encourage youth workers with practical guidance on strengthening 
partnership with parents. 

mailto:debbie@coveaston.org
https://rockinjump.com/trumbull/
https://rockinjump.com/trumbull/
https://covchurch.org/youth/
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More Youth News 
TAKE A LITTLE GREEN, MAKE A LITTLE GREEN — ALL THINGS GREEN  
 

Our Senior High Youth are gearing up for next year’s UNITE 2021.  UNITE 2021 is the new name of the      
denomination’s triennial youth gathering formally known as CHiC.  Tim Ciccone, ECC director of youth and 
young adult ministry said, “We are calling the emerging generation in all Covenant churches to unite to go 
deeper in Christ and further in mission together.” 
 
The event is by far the Covenant’s largest gathering and attracts upwards of 5,000 teenagers from around the 
world for a week of worship, discipleship, and fun activities.  Tens of thousands of Covenanters have named 
the gathering as among the most significant events in their lives. 
 
You can help make a difference in a student’s life by partnering with us in the upcoming fundraising events.   
      ALL THINGS GREEN, our first fundraising event — is a Bake Sale 
      to be held on Sunday, March 15, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Youth Loving God, Growing Together and Serving Others. 
 
 Winter Retreats were a HUGE success.  We experienced the presence of God’s Holy Spirit in amaz-

ing ways!  God bless all of you who donated scholarship funds to enable many to attend. 
 “Carry the Love” PACKED our Sanctuary in February with youth and young adults of all ages         

worshiping God together in song, testimony, prayer, healing, and 15 baptisms! 
 BYOB (Bring Your Own Bible) is growing!  If you’re a High School student or young adult, join us on 

Monday evenings in the Chapel (7:30-8:45pm). 
 Foundation students have begun partnering with students from B’nai Torah, a local synagogue to 

worship and serve others together! 
 JHAMS delivered Valentine’s Day treats and cards to many of our senior members reminding them 

of how much Jesus and their church family LOVE them. 



This ‘n That 
 

Birthdays 
 

3/2 Colleen Wilcox 
3/3 Zach Wirth 
3/4 Karen Domena 
 Sena Povinelli 
 Jessica Estrada 
3/5 Steve Fowler 
3/7 Gerry Lambert 
3/8 Crista Hernan 
3/11 Missy White 
3/18 Nicole Otten 
3/19 Ashley Austin 
3/21 Dylan Lindeberg 
3/23 Kristina Otten 
3/24 Ann Boyle 
 Patrick Civitelli 
3/25 Brianna Lackowski 
3/27 Dom Mastrianno 
3/28 Terry Morgan 
3/29 Joey Zager 
 Daisy Zager 
3/30 Romy Cascella 
 

 
Anniversary 

 

MARCH 28 
Linda & Bob Fiscus 

 

 
Special Days in March 
3/2 Dr. Seuss’ birthday 
3/4 Hug a GI Day 
3/5 National Cheese Doodle  
 Day 
3/12 Plant a Flower Day 
3/15 Incredible Kid Day 
3/17 St. Patrick’s Day 
3/20 First Day of Spring 
3/21 National Teenager Day 
3/30 Take a Walk in the Park  
 Day 
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They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Acts 2:42 

Service Ministry Look for the Easter Basket signup Sunday,  

March 15 & 22.  We will have approximately 40 names that you can 
share the Love of Jesus with this Easter season.  For more information, 
please speak with Mindy Hatfield. 
 

Properties & 
Maintenance Save the 

Date!  All-Church Work Day 
has been scheduled for        
Saturday, April 4 beginning at 
8:00am.  Look for the signup 
later in March.  Volunteers are 
needed in many areas.   
 

Discipleship 
Resources Get our 

free church-wide subscription to 
rightnow MEDIA, a robust Christian 
online digital library.  Contact Bob Rieger 
(bob@coveaston.org) to receive your required access code. 

mailto:bob@coveaston.org


PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Loving God, Growing Together, Serving Others 

1 Sport Hill Road 
Easton, CT  06612 
 
203.371.8335   
www.coveaston.org 
 


