Connections
Crewe United Methodist Church
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Sunday School 9:45 AM
Worship 11:00 AM
Web Site: http://creweumc.org

4th and Georgia Avenue
Crewe, VA 23930
434-645-9907

At Crewe UMC, community becomes family, brokenness is healed and being together
leads to the love of Christ.
This month combines two different holidays. One, a secular holiday with religious roots.
The other a religious holiday that very likely will never become secular. This year they
crash together on one day. I am speaking about Valentines Day, the holiday when we
celebrate love and Ash Wednesday, the day in the church that marks the beginning of 40
days of lent.
On Valentines Day, we think of chocolates and roses and sweet cards with phrases telling our love ones how
much we adore them. On Ash Wednesday, we come to church to be reminded that it is from dust we came
and to dust we shall return. This year the two occur on the same day.
In our faith we often talk about love, but what is love really? Jesus says that love is when one lays down their
life for a friend. We want love to be easy and Hallmark tells us that love is easy. All we have to do to have it is
get the right card, the right flowers, the right candies. Our faith tells us that love is something more.
Love is sacrifice. We do not do sacrifice well. We are willing to sacrifice with the leftovers but never with
what’s primary in our lives. Yet, love is sacrifice. Jesus gave the best of his life so that we can have the best in
our lives. Ash Wednesday marks a moment when we enter into 40 days of reflection and sacrifice so that we
can relearn the language of love. So that the language of love that Christ speaks can over flow out of each one
of us.
We have received the greatest Valentine we will ever be given. We don’t deserve it, we who are nothing more
than dust made flesh. And yet, through the love of Jesus we are made worthy of it, only through the love of
Jesus. Not because of anything else.
I hope that this February 14th at 6:30, you will join me as we remember that from dust we have come and to
dust we shall return.

Pastor Christina
Our Lenten Series is Love is…
February 14th- Love is…
February 18th- Love is Daring
February 25th- Love is Reconciling
Come experience love in a new way as we journey through lent together. Lent is a time of fasting and denial but it
is also a time of experiencing anew the over powering love of Christ. We hope to see you and hope you invite
others to join us.
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General Fund
In honor of Crewe UMC by William T. Wilson
In memory of Mary Nelson by Bill, Jeree’, Ryan and
Chelsea Nelson
In memory of Charles Clay and Hontas Harrison by
Joe Morrissette
Garden of Hope
In memory of Henry & Lotus Marker and Annie
Carter by Tom McCracken
Elizabeth Goodall Wilson Scholarship
In honor of Helen Weston, Brenda Simms, David
Simms, Johnny & Faye Weston, Gail Weston,
Todd Weston, Billy Simms, Michelle Graham,
William Todd Weston, Casey Weston by William
T. Wilson
Music Fund
In honor of Doris Schodt by Hazel McCracken

Counting Teams
1st Sundays– Betty Jack Fuller and Juanita Yates
2nd Sundays– Lisa Lewis and Nancy McDaniel
3rd Sundays– Ron Mountcasel and Johnny Weston
4th Sundays– Cindy and Wallace Owen
5th Sundays– Chuck Dews and Robbie Daniel
Liturgists
4- Hannah Perkins
11- Jim Jones
18- Shawn Rowell
25– Della Rowell

GENERAL FUND
ANNUAL BUDGET
$157,553
MONTHLY GOAL
$13,129
WEEKLY GOAL
$3,030

UPDATED ADDRESSES
The office is working towards having updated addresses
for all members. If you have a child, grandchild, etc. who
has not updated their address with the church office since
moving out of your home, please have them do so. We
plan to begin work on a new church directory this spring
and want to have all information current. Thank you!

GOAL TO DATE
$9,090
RECEIVED TO DATE
$9831.00

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
All men of the church are invited to join Crewe United
Methodist Church’s Men’s Fellowship Group. We meet
on the first Thursday of the month and focus on projects
for both our church and our community. Please contact
Fred Davis for more information.
The February meeting will be Thursday, February 1. It
will be held at Mimmo’s Restaurant in Burkeville,
beginning at 6:30.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The UMW day circle will meet on Wednesday, February 7
at 10:30. After their spiritual growth, business and
program they will join in fellowship and lunch. The
program this month will be the annual Pledge Service.
You are welcome to bring a sandwich
and join them– dessert and beverage
are furnished.

MARGARET WINFREE CIRCLE
The Margaret Winfree Circle will sponsor their annual
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper on February 13. They
will serve pancakes and ice cream sundaes. They will
begin preparing at 4:30 and begin serving at 5:30.
Donations will support Crewe UMC’s General Fund.

CHRONILOGICAL READINGS FOR JANUARY

2018 Bible Challenge from Bishop Lewis

February 1 Exodus 7-9
February 2 Exodus 10-12
February 3 Exodus 13-15
February 4 Exodus 16-18
February 5 Exodus 19-21
February 6 Exodus 22-24
February 7 Exodus 25-27
February 8 Exodus 28-29
February 9 Exodus 30-32
February 10 Exodus 33-35
February 11 Exodus 36-38
February 12 Exodus 39-40
February 13 Leviticus 1-4
February 14 Leviticus 5-7
February 15 Leviticus 8-10
February 16 Leviticus 11-13
February 17 Leviticus 14-15
February 18 Leviticus 16-18
February 19 Leviticus 19-21
February 20 Leviticus 22-23
February 21 Leviticus 24-25
February 22 Leviticus 26-27
February 23 Numbers 1-2
February 24 Numbers 3-4
February 25 Numbers 5-6
February 26 Numbers 7
February 27 Numbers 8-10
February 28 Numbers 11-13

2018 Lay Servant Academy
March 2-4, 2018
4H Educational Conference Center – 775 Hermitage Rd.,
Wirtz, VA
The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those
who are not clergy) to carry out the mission of the church.
“The mission of the Virginia Annual Conference is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world by equipping its local churches for ministry and
by providing a connection for ministry beyond the local
church; all to the glory of God.”
All of the courses are open to anyone who would like to
take one. Each course is designed to help those serving
the local church learn more about leadership, personal
faith development, and a deeper understanding of the
United Methodist church. We are excited to be offering
some new classes this year and fantastic worship as we
fellowship, worship, pray, and Learn & Love like Jesus!
Full Academy Registration Fee: $185 if registered by
Feb.1st
$200 after Feb.1st
Private Room Surcharge: $20 (private rooms may have
shared hall baths)
Full Academy includes lodging for 2 nights and all meals
(Dinner Fri. through Lunch Sun.)

BIBLE STUDY
Our Bible Study on the book of John meets
on Tuesday afternoons in the Pastor’s office at 1:00.
John stands alone from the other three gospels,
offering a different viewpoint of the ministry of Jesus
Christ. From this unique perspective,
we are invited into a deeper
relationship with Christ and
with one another.
Join with us, all are invited!

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
FEBRUARY 13
5:30-6:30
Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday
which is the first day of Lent. It is a day of celebration.
Lent is a time of abstinence, of giving things up (or a time
to add a spiritual discipline such as increased Bible study
or prayer time).
So Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to indulge yourself,
and to use up the foods that aren't allowed in Lent. Giving
up foods; but not wasting them. In the old days there
were many foods that observant Christians would not eat
during Lent: foods such as meat and fish, fats, eggs, and
milky foods. So that no food was wasted, families would
have a feast on the shriving Tuesday, and eat up all the
foods that wouldn't last the forty days of Lent without
going off.
The need to eat up the fats gave rise to the French name
Mardi Gras; meaning fat Tuesday. Pancakes became
associated with Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that
could use up all the eggs, fats and milk in the house with
just the addition of flour.

The Margaret Winfree Circle will have its annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 13 from 5:30-6:30.
In addition to pancakes there will be ice-cream sundaes.
All proceeds will support Crewe UMC’s General Fund.

I would like to thank the church and Aldersgate Class for
all the remembrances this season in the form of
flowers, gifts, calls and visits. It means a lot to me to be
part of such a wonderful family of faith!

Lent is a season of preparation and self-reflection as we
seek to “turn around “, to shift our focus toward God. It
can be a time to give up things as well as take on new lifegiving practices, helping us to rid ourselves of distractions.
By doing so, we seek to live and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
There is a strong biblical base for fasting during Lent as
part of spiritual growth, since Jesus went into the wilderness for 40 days and nights as part of his spiritual preparation. John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement,
considered fasting an important part of a Christian’s life
and he fasted weekly, not just during Lent.
People today may see fasting during Lent as an outdated
practice, but many today find that “God speaks sometimes when you’re open, when you’re listening. Fasting
sets the stage for hearing God,” says Rev. Jacqui King,
pastor of Nu Faith Community UMC. Taking that “meal
time” to be in communication with God is “not skipping a
meal because in place of that meal I’m actually dining with
God,” Rev. King continued. Bible reading, prayer, and/or
meditation on a hymn are a few of the options to fill the
mealtime space. Rev. King says she always keep paper
and pencil handy so when God speaks she is ready to receive those insights.
Some people choose to give up a certain food, if fasting
for a meal is not feasible or medically advisable. Remember a spirit of fasting can include restriction of activities
such as television watching, shopping, or social networking. Some choose to give away clothing or possessions,
give time by volunteering or increase time in prayer. We
fast to reorient ourselves away from the distraction of
those things and back toward the cross and the sacrifices
Jesus made for his people.

Grace Fathbruckner
Thank you for all of the thoughtful cards and gifts I
received over the holidays. Everything was greatly
appreciated. May God bless you!

Barbara King
The Nottoway Weekday Religious Education Program
would like to say a BIG Thank You to the Crewe United
Methodist Women for your generous donation to the
program. Your support helps spread the word of Jesus to
all our little children. We appreciate your continued
support.
Much love in Jesus Christ,

Nancy McDaniel

Wednesday evenings during
lent at 6:30 we will study
“Restored: Finding Redemption
in Our Mess”. Author Tom
Berlin encourages us to reflect
and meditate through our own
brokenness, showing us that it is
only when we focus on the cross as a place to
surrender control that we can leave our mess and
find true redemption.

CHURCH CALENDAR
WEEKLY

MONTHLY
1st Sunday -Holy Communion during 11:00 worship

Sundays 9:45 Sunday School for all ages

1st Wednesday- United Methodist Women- 10:30 AM

Sundays 11:00 Worship Service

1st Thursday- Men’s Prayer Breakfast at the Community Center– 7:00 AM

Mondays 7:00 Prime Chimers Practice

1st Thursday– Men’s Fellowship Group-

Tuesdays 1:00 Bible Study

2nd Tuesday -Margaret Winfree Circle– 6:00 PM

Wednesdays 7:30 Choir Practice

1st and 3rd Tuesday- Table Talk– 6:00ish PM
3rd Thursday- Leadership Board 7:00

Crewe United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 105
Crewe. VA 23930

