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Revelation 1:1-8

Introduction

Dr. James Hamilton, in his commentary on Revelation wrote — “Persecuted people tend to feel
persecuted. Persecuted people are not normally inclined to feel that God has blessed them, and
persecuted people are not normally inclined to praise God”. And I would add to that, that
suffering people tend to only think about suffering. And people who live in a fallen and broken
world tend to be conditioned in their thinking that this is all that there is. And those who live for

the now tend to only think about the now. But the book of Revelation is intended to change our

outlook on life. To move the persecuted person towards praise, the suffering person towards
hope, the person who is conditioned to live in a fallen and broken world to believe that there is a
better world coming and the person who tends to lives for the now to be warned that he or she

will have to give an account for how they are living in the now in the future.

Backeround & Setting:

Many Bible scholars [theologians] conclude that the book of Revelation was written in AD 95 or
96 [during the reign of the Roman emperor Titus Flavius Domitian. The emperor had demanded
that he be worshiped as “Lord and God” and the refusal of the Christians to obey his edict led to
severe persecution. [Warren Wiersbe]

Therefore, the book of Revelation was written by a man who suffered for being a witness to the
truth to people who were under the threat of suffering. This revelation wasn’t given to a false
health wealth prosperity preacher who claims that it is a sin for Christians to suffer or to name
and claim person who wishes to escape from the reality of pain, or an idol worshiper of comfort,
nor to one who compromises the truth in order to avoid suffering for Jesus, but to a man who was
willing to suffer for Jesus. And here’s an interesting truth, you will enjoy the book of Revelation
more if you are of suffering in this life. Because suffering people are tired of suffering. And this
book teaches that suffering people will soon suffer no more, that being tired of suffering doesn’t
mean you give up or give in, but you give it over to the Lord. But if you are not suffering, if life

is pleasant for you, then this book will only be intellectually stimulating to you, it will be
approached based on academic reflection and interpreted based on superstitious musings. But the
true meaning of the book of Revelation is all about suffering and triumph for the people of God
at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. And the first eight verses of Revelation introduce us to
purpose of the book. This is referred to as the prologue.

Exposition:

Two reasons why reading the book of Revelation will bless the church: The 1 reason why
reading the book of Revelation will bless the church is because: The church will be blessed in
knowing that the time is near for evil to end [vv. 1-3]




[1] The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the
things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it [KJV “signified it”]
by His angel to His bond-servant John,

Much of what we can understand about this book is given by the statement at the beginning of
verse 1: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” — the book is called “Revelation” because that is the

first word at the beginning of the verse in the original. “Revelation” is the Greek word
Apokalupsis, which when transliterated in English is pronounced “Apocalypse,” which means
[uncovering what was once hidden, a laying bare, to disclosure; nom. fem. singular]. The first
point I want you to notice is that the book of Revelation is not written to confuse, obscure or hide
its meaning but to clearly reveal God’s plan concerning the future. The second point I want you
to consider is that the book is referred to as the Book of Revelation, not the book of Revelations.
It’s singular not plural. There is only one Revelation being given here.

“of Jesus Christ” — states both the origin and content of this book. The origin of this book can be
understood and translated as — “The Revelation from Jesus Christ” [subjective genitive] because

the rest of the verse declares that this revelation was given to Jesus Christ from God the Father to
show to His slaves. But also, since the content of the book is revealing what will take place in the
future in and through Jesus the content of this book can be understood and translated — “The
Revelation about Jesus Christ”. This prophecy is centered in Jesus. You cannot talk about end
time prophecy without mentioning the main subject of end time prophecy and that is Jesus

Christ. Jesus Christ is both the medium and the message of Revelation. The medium is seen in
the next statement: “which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants” — “God gave Him” —

Scrip. Ref: Eph. 1:9 — He [the Father] made known to us the mystery of His will, according to
His kind intention which He purposed in Him; [10] the summing up of all things in Christ, things
in the heavens and things upon the earth.... [the Father] who works all things after the counsel of
His will — What Jesus Christ reveals from the Father is concerning Himself as it relates to the
Father’s purpose to exalt His Son before the world.

“His bond-servants” [tois doulois — to the slaves — refers to those who have trusted in the Lord

Jesus Christ for their salvation. Christians are slaves because when God saves you, you have a
desire to do His will. Christians are set free from being slaves to sin to being slaves to God.].
Now the message given from the Father to the Son to give to us is seen in the next statement:
“the things which must soon take place” — this phrase is repeated in Revelation 1:19 — “the things
which shall take place after these things”. This refers to the content of the book. The book is
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concerning the things that will take place in the future. Now there are 4 interpretive views
concerning what the phrase “the things which must soon take place” mean:

4 Interpretative Views: 1] The preterist perspective... suggests that most of the material in
Revelation is about events taking place in the first century, often prior to the destruction of
Jerusalem, in AD 70.



2]. Another approach has been called “historicism” .... Treating the book as a panorama of
church history from John’s time to the second advent. Revelation as predicting the major
movements of Christian history. [there have been many esteemed advocates of the historicist
approach — Wycliffe, Know, Tyndale, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Wesley, Edwards, Finney,

Spurgeon]

3] The idealist view, the timeless symbolic approach... the allegorical or symbolic hermeneutic
espoused by the Alexandrian church fathers... understands Revelation to depict the cosmic
struggle of good and evil while forecasting the eventual triumph of God’s purpose.

4] The futurist view of Revelation regards chaps. 4-22 as future prophecy. Therefore, we will
interpret the phrase “the things that must happen soon” based on the futurist view. And here’s the
reason, the futurist view takes into consideration OT prophetic literature. In other words, we
don’t look outside the Bible to find the meaning to the book of Revelation we look inside the
Bible. In fact, it has been estimated that 278 of its 404 verses in the book of Revelation all allude
to OT prophecy from the book of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Zechariah. There are over 500
verses in the Bible that predict Jesus Christ’s return, that factors into one out of every 25 verses
in the NT affirming the truth of the Second Coming.

Scrip. Ref: Isa. 11:4 — But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness
for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth And with the
breath of His lips He will slay the wicked [10] In that day the nations will resort to the root of
Jesse, and His resting place will be glorious

Scrip. Ref: Isa. 25:8 — He will shallow up death for all time, And the Lord God will wipe tears
away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth.

Scrip. Ref: Isa. 9:6-7 — For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the
government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His
government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to
uphold it with justice and righteousness, From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will accomplish this.

2 Tim. 2:12 — If we endure, we will also reign with Him

The message of Revelation is simple; the time is near for the end of all evil. “and He sent and
communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John”; “He sent and communicated it” — [KJV
“signified it”’]; “communicated it” [‘semaino’ — to make known — the word is translated in the
Gospel of John as signs — so you can translated “to make known by signs” — so the
communication of this Revelation is given in symbols, numbers, colors, names and creatures.] lit.

“He made it known by way of having it sent” [“sent” apostello — aorist participle active, nom.

mas. singular; modal participle]; — there are three intermediaries here — one divine, Jesus, the
other angelic and the last human.



“John” is none other than the apostle John the son of Zebedee, the brother of James, the one who
referred to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved in the Gospel of John. John outlived the rest
of the apostles. Scrip. Ref: John 21:22 — Jesus said to him [Peter], “If I want him to remain until
I come, what is that to you? You follow Me? As a result of this statement, it was rumored that
John the apostle would not die but Jesus did not say that. But we know that John would not die
until he had recorded the vision of Jesus’ second coming.

[2] who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he
saw.

“testified” [maptureo — to bear witness; aorist indicative active; 3rd person singular]; “to the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ” refers to the book of Revelation, “even to all that
he saw” — John suffered because of his testimony of Jesus.

[3] Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the
things which are written in it; for the time is near.

“Blessed” [makarious — highly favored; this is a pronouncement of God’s grace to enrich to your
soul. This is not a wish but a prophetic pronouncement] This is the first of seven beatitudes in the
book of Revelation [14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14]; There is a 3 fold blessing: 1] “he who
reads” [anaginosko — to read; to know accurately; to distinguish between; present participle
active nom. mas. sing.]. If you notice “he” is singular, “those who hear” is plural. In the early

church there was a practice of the preacher reading the Scripture aloud to the congregation. This
practice was borrowed from the worship services conducted in the synagogues. 2] “those who
hear” [who listen attentively] 3] “and heed the things which are written in it” — “heed” [tereo — to

keep, to observe, to obey; present participle active] There is a blessing for you when you apply
the commands given in this book — keep reading, keep hearing and keep obeying is the only way
by which God’s grace will enrich your soul. Why should we do this? “for the time is near” —
“time” [Kairos — fixed and definite time] The church age is the final age before the events

leading up to the Lord’s return take place [Scrip. Ref: 1 John 2:18 — Children, it is the last hour;

and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming; 1 Pet. 4:7 — The end of all things is at hand;
Rom. 13:11 — And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.

The 2™ reason why reading the book of Revelation will bless the church is: The church will be
blessed in knowing that the Triune God is for His people [vv. 4-8]:

[4] John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace and you to peace, from Him who is
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before the throne,

“to the seven churches” — This is the first of seven mentioned in this book. Next you will have

seven Spirits, seven lampstands, seven stars, seven horns, seven eyes, seven seals, seven
trumpets, seven bowls, seven angels, seven peals of thunder, seven heads, seven plagues, seven
mountains, seven kings. Seven is the number of completeness. These seven churches typify the



spiritual condition of all the churches in that Asia Minor [modern day Turkey] as well as all the
churches throughout church history up till our present time. “Grace to you and peace” — this is
the only book in the NT written to the churches that receives greetings from each member in the

Godhead. And like the greetings in the NT letters grace always comes before peace. You need
God’s unmerited favor before you can experience God’s uninterrupted peace. This greeting is not
a prayer wish but an acknowledgement of what every believer has and will continue to
experience because of who they belong too.

No matter what is happening in your life you are always under grace because you belong to God
— it could be worse and it will work for your good; no matter what God purposes to happen to

you on the outside, peace is always available to you on the inside. “from Him who is and who
was and who is to come” — lit. “the One who is [being] and the One who was and the One who is
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Himself coming”; “the One who is” He is ever present, never absent; He governs time but He is

never governed by time; “the One who was” — the One who was in the OT is the same One who
is [now] — He has not changed He is still Jehovah Jireh, He is still Jehovah Nissi; He is still a
Strong Tower, He is still the Most High God, He is still the Shepherd of Psalm 23, He is still the
Great I Am, He is still the lily of the valley; and the One who is, is the same “One who is to
come” — I Am that [ Am.. God cannot change. “from the seven Spirits who are before the throne”

— “seven” — the number of fullness; “Spirits” — some believe this is referring to angels, but angels
are not in the place to pronounce to grace and peace on the same level with God. Plus, angels are
not called “spirits” in Revelation. This is referring to the Holy Spirit: Scrip. Ref: Rev. 4:5 —
“And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God”; Zech. 4:2 — And he said to me, “What do you see? And I said, “I see, and behold, a
lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of'it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts
belonging to each of the lamps which are on it; [5] So the angel who was speaking with me
answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.” [6]
Then he answered and said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel saying, ‘Not by
might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts.” It’s not by our might that we can
make it through this life but only by His Spirit. Praise God, that the fullness of the Spirit is
available to us not partial or half of His enablement. The church needs the fullness of the Spirit.

[5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
the Kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood

“the faithful witness” — lit. “the Witness, the Faithful One” — Jesus is testifying throughout this
book that those who persevere through suffering will be rewarded in the end. He who says this is
Faithful — He won’t let you down, He is absolutely reliable and dependable to bring about what
He has promised. “Firstborn from the dead” — “firstborn” [prototokos — protos — first; tikto — to
bring forth; to bear]; Quote: Paige Patterson — “this metaphor is particularly arresting since
normally life can only emerge from existing life”; “and the ruler of the kings of the earth” —
Jesus is right now the King of kings and Lord of lords. And how this truth applies to the book of
Revelation is important because if Jesus is not the ruler of the kings of the earth, then He cannot




reveal in detail what is soon to happen if He cannot control what is happening now. If Jesus is
ruling over the kings of the earth now, then He is also directing them towards God’s

predetermined ends. The exaltation of His Son. “to Him who loves us” [agapao - present

participle active; dat. mas. sing.]; “and released us from our sins by His blood” — “released” [luo
— to unfasten; to loose; to set free; aorist participle active; dat. mas. sing.] “by His blood” lit. “in
His blood”. The present tense of love and the past tense of released proves that Christ’s death for
our sins in the past is a continuous expression of His love for us in the present. The One who

loosed us from our sins, is the One who never stop loving us since that time. Even when you sin,

He still loves you because of what He already accomplished by His blood. Christ loves us in that
He won’t condemn us. He may cause us to suffer but He will never destroy us. He even loves us
in our sufferings by strengthening us, sympathizing with us and interceding for us. If we did not
have this ministry of Christ, we would be worst off. Love is not defined by receiving what you
want but receiving what you need that you do not deserve, His support. This is how grace and
peace is bestowed on you from the Father, the Spirit and the Son — the Father — the One who is,
who was and who is to come — grace and peace; the Spirit in His fullness — grace and peace; the
Son who loves you and released us from our sins — grace and peace.

[6] and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father — to Him be the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

“He has made us” — “made” [poieo — to make; aorist indicative active; 3rd sing.]; “to be a

kingdom, priests to His God and Father”; “kingdom” —the realm of God’s benevolent favors
ruling over His own. How do you become a part of this kingdom? Scrip. Ref: John 3:5 — Jesus

answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born of the water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God”; “priests” [access]. If you are not in the kingdom, you don’t have
access. Being in the kingdom gets you into the theatre. Being a priest gives you direct access
backstage to the Famous One. “kingdom” is the backstage pass at the concert. Being in the
balcony doesn’t guarantee a backstage pass. Sitting in the front row doesn’t guarantee a
backstage encounter. You need a pass to go behind the curtain and meet the stars. The kingdom
gives us the backstage pass. Being priests means we have direct access — listen, worrying is
refusing to us the privilege given to you to go directly to God for your needs, fear, doubt and
discomfort. How does believing priests function? You persevere by performing your priestly
duties — sacrifice and service; sacrifice — surrender yourself to the Lord; service — do His will no
matter what.

“to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen” — This first doxology is

attributed to Jesus. He should be praise because of who He is and what He has done for us. Jesus
is so worthy that there is no end to acknowledging it. Greatest Of All Time [GOAT] only fits
Jesus because it will never be challenged or brought into question.




[7] BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be.
Amen.

This is the first prophetic oracle in the book. “Behold” [idou]; “He is coming” [erchomai — to
come; present indicative middle voice; 3rd person singular]; “with the clouds” — Scrip. Ref: Acts

1:11 — They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched
Him go into heaven. How did He go to heaven Acts 1:9 — a cloud received Him out of their sight;
“every eye will see Him” — “will see” [orao — to see; to look at; future indicative [fact]; middle
voice; 3rd sing.; lit. every eye will see for itself]; “who pierced Him” — “pierced” “those who

pierced Him” — [ekkevteo — to pierce; aorist indicative; active 3rd person plural; same verb used
in John 19:37 — “They shall look on Him whom they pierced” Zech. 12:10] Those who rejected
and crucified Jesus did not witness His resurrection or His ascension. The only memory of Jesus

they have was a bloody man with driven through His hands and feet, with a crown of thorns on
His head. This cannot be the way the Son of Man is to be remembered by His enemies. He will

come back not in humiliation but in exaltation and every eye will see Him; “will mourn” [kopto
— to cut; to smite; future indicative middle voice; 3rd person plural]

Scrip. Ref: Dan. 7:13 — “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of
heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was
presented before Him;

Zech. 12:10 — “And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and
they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him,
like the bitter weeping over a first-born.

Matt. 24:30 — “and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with
power and great glory.

“So it is to be” [nai — yea, assuredly, even so,]; Yes, so be it. People mock, dismiss and ridicule
the church now but when Christ comes back there will be weeping in terror. Even so, Amen!!!

[8] “I am Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.”

“ILam” [ego eimi = ego is emphatic — I and no other am]; Alpha and Omega — those who are
being addressed in these seven churches are Greeks. So, John refers to the first and last letter of

the Greek Alphabet to speak of the eternality and all-knowing nature of God. Letters make up
words, words convey knowledge. God the Father is everything from A-Z:



God is Almighty; Beautiful; Compassionate; Deliverer; Everlasting; Faithful; Good; Holy;
Immanuel; Just; Kind; Lovely; Merciful; Near; Omniscient; Provider; Qualified; Refuge;
Sovereign; Trustworthy; Unchanging; Victorious; Wonderful; X — Excellent; Yahweh; Zealous
for His glory

“the Almighty” [panto-krator — He who holds sway over all things [this title is ascribed only to
the Father in the NT — 2 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22]; If He created and
sustains the entire universe [planets, asteroids, comets, black holes, stars, suns, moons, and solar
systems, why would you think He cannot sustain you?

Revelation 1:9-20

Introduction:

In the New Testament we are given Four Gospel accounts which record for us the life, ministry,
death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In these gospel accounts we are given
proof of His humanity with His genealogical record, His place of birth, the place of His
upbringing, His trade, His various human emotions during His earthly ministry of 3 years. As
well as accounts of His deity as attested by His own statements of equality with God, and the
demonstration of His power by signs and miracles.

But nowhere in these Gospel accounts are we given any descriptions of Jesus’ looks. We are not
told how tall Jesus was, what color was His eyes, His hair nor skin complexion. And yet, since
the 4" century [300 AD] there have been hundreds of depictions of what artists and sculptors
have assumed Jesus to look like. Typically, these representations of Jesus reflect the culture and
ethnic identity of the artist. The most common and popular image in the 20™ century is an
American representation is of a fully bearded Jesus with blue eyes and blonde hair. There are
painting of Jesus depicted as an Ethiopian in the Coptic churches in Africa, as an Asian man in
China, as a Spanish man, as a Jamaican man and those who hold to the biblical description of
Jesus as a Jew would describe Him as having olive colored skin, brown eyes, long black hair and
a hooked nose. A famous painting of Rembrandt entitled the “Head of Christ” shows a young
olive-skinned Jewish man, only half-emerging from the shadows.

But I believe that the reason why the Holy Spirit would not allow Matthew, Mark, Luke or John
to describe what Jesus looked like in His humiliation is because what’s most important is not
what He looks like but who He is.

And the passage before us this morning describes for us who Jesus is.

Exposition:

Two reactions when the Church sees Jesus as He is: The 1 reaction when the Church sees Jesus

as He is will be: The church will experience hope-filled fortitude in Jesus during the difficulties
of life [v. 9]:
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[9] I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and the
perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of
God and the testimony of Jesus.

“L, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and the perseverance
which are in Jesus”; “I, John” — this is the 3™ time John has identified himself in this book [1:1,
4]; “your brother” — he didn’t write your apostle. By John stating he is our brother reminds us
that the church is a spiritual family united to God who is our Father by the blood of His Son,
Jesus, who is our elder brother; “fellow partaker” [sug-koinonos — a participant with others;

fellowship with; one who shares together]; “in the tribulation™ [thlipis — distress; pressure]; “and
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kingdom”; “and perseverance” [hupomone — steadfastness; endurance; lit. to remain under;

bearing up under pressure] “which are in Jesus” — Every tribulation has a glory side to it, which

is the kingdom intent to it, which enables us to persevere. There are some pressures in life you
will have to deal with for the rest of your life — emotional grieving pressure, physical pressures,
but what causes us to have hope-filled fortitude in these pressures is knowing that 1] it will not
last always; 2] it will end in everlasting joy/victory; 3] Jesus will get me through this ‘in Jesus’ —

in who He is — Savior, Strengthener, Sanctifier and Sympathizer, Helper, God with us, God who
is salvation; “in Jesus” — the fact that Jesus wants you to place your trust in Him in the midst of
tribulations proves that you are suffering for Jesus while in Jesus. We share the same God, saved
by the same Lord, redeemed by the same blood, and we share in the tribulations of life, the hope
of the glory of the kingdom and the need to persevere in Jesus. There is one thing we have in
common at Main Street and that is we all have gone through difficulties, just came out of
difficulties and about to go back into difficulties. You are not alone. You are in the right place if
you have problems. We are here to encourage one another to persevere through our problems in
Jesus. If you are in a trial, you are in the right place because we all are either in them, just came
out of them or about to go back into them.

“was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.” —

“was on” [ginomai — aorist indicative; passive voice; 1 person singular; trans. “I came to be on”];
“Patmos” — was a small, rocky island about 8 miles long and 5 miles wide, located in the Aegean
Sea some 40 miles southwest of Miletus. It may have been a penal settlement to which the
Roman authorities sent criminals. Early Christian tradition says John was sent here during
Domitian’s reign over Rome [AD 81-96] and was forced to work in the mines. The apostle John
was in his nineties when he was sent to the prison, which means he was still going through
tribulations even until his retirement years, but because he is in Christ, he can endure.

I know sometimes our seniors may despair of the some of the struggles and temptations they
must face that are unique to this season of life but if the Lord still has you breathing, He wants
you to keep pressing on in His strength.
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So, John is locked up on a prison island in his nineties. But just in case you draw the wrong
conclusion for why John was there he quickly says — “because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus” — John wants us to know that he was not sent there because of an outstanding

parking tickets, driving without a license, shoplifting, switching price tags on products in the
marketplace [at Walmart] or lying on his taxes, not because of any sin was he locked up on
Patmos but because of his stance on the gospel. If you are going to suffer, make sure the intent is
to glorify God not ruin your testimony.

The 2™ reaction when the Church sees Jesus as He is will be: The church will have a healthy fear
of Jesus that will sanctify [vv. 10-20]:

[10] I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound
of a trumpet,

“I was in the Spirit” [ginomai — aorist indicative; passive voice; 1st person singular; trans. “I
came to be”]; “the Lord’s day” — “The Lord’s Day came to be the customary way of referring to

Sunday by the end of the second century because it was the day of the week on which the Lord
was raised from the dead.” [Thomas]; [it is interesting to note that in Greece the first day of the
week is called the Lord’s Day.... In Portuguese-speaking countries the same phenomenon
occurs: Sunday is Domingo [Day of the Lord]. The first day of the week, was considered “the
Lord’s Day” in the early church because that was the historical day Jesus rose from the dead. In

fact, Jesus appeared to His apostles after His resurrection twice on the Sunday. The Lord’s Day
should be the day we give ourselves to observing the activity of worshiping on Sunday.

[11] saying, “[KJV - I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last] Write in a book what you
see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to
Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

“write” [grapho — aorist imperative active 2nd person singular; a sense of urgency]; send”

[pempo — aorist imperative active 2nd person singular]; “to the seven churches: to Ephesus and
to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea”
— [Geographical Background: These cities were centers of seven postal districts... The order of

the names of the seven cities indicates the route the messenger|[s] would follow in delivering the

Apocalypse to its immediate addressees... Starting from Ephesus and moving clockwise, the
party of messengers would have proceeded northward about 40 miles to Smyrna and about 40

miles to Pergamum. From Pergamum they moved in a southeasterly direction about 45 miles to
Thyatira, then about 30 miles south to Sardis, then about 30 miles east-southeast to Philadelphia,
and finally about 40 miles southeast to Laodicea.

A messenger from each city would present the scroll to his own church who would read and
probably make a copy of it before the remaining messengers moved on with the original to the
next city. Thomas]
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[12] Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw
seven golden lampstands;

“I turned” [epi-strepho — to turn back; to turn to; aorist indicative active 1st person singular]; “to
see” [blepo — present infinitive active; purpose infinitive]; “was speaking” [laleo — to speak;
imperfect indicative active 3rd person singular]; “And having turned” [epi-strepho — aorist

participle active; nom. masc. singular; temporal participle — And (after) having turned]; “I saw”
[eidov - aorist indicative active 1st person singular]; “seven golden lampstands™ — “seven” is the
number of completeness; “golden” — gold is a precious metal. These lampstands which represent

the complete characteristics of all churches are precious to Jesus; “lampstands” — were stands for
portable oil lamps. This is our purpose for existing as a church, not for style, not for dress, not

for pride in our church history, not for the location of this edifice but to be a light in a dark
world/community.

[13] and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe
reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.

“and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man” — “in the middle” is a picture

of the omnipresence of Jesus. He is ever present in the midst of His church, not as an idle
bystander but as a sovereign Lord directly, controlling, orchestrating, navigating and ordering

our lives for His glory; “I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and
girded across His chest with a golden sash” — “one like a son of man” — John borrows this phrase
from Dan. 7:13 — “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One

like the Son of Man was coming”. In the context of Daniel 7:13-14, the title Son of Man refers to
His reign as King over the nations. Jesus is both Priest and King — we are priests unto God [6],

but Jesus is our Great High Priest — He enters on our behalf to the Father to intercede for us, to
sanctify us and to sympathize for us. What John records here is what he literally saw, but what he
literally saw was the glorified and exalted Christ in symbolic form, which means these
descriptions are symbolic of who He is in His person and work within the life of the church. He
is the glorified Priest and King. Now these symbolic descriptions are repeated in some measure
to 6 of the 7 churches in chapters 2-3. This lets us know that this is the depiction Jesus wants the

church to have of Himself; “clothed” [enduno — to be clothed with; perfect participle
middle/passive accus. masc. singular; trans. “having been clothed”]; “girded” [peri-zonuuo —

aorist participle middle/passive voice; accus. masc. singular; trans. “having been girded” or
“having girded Himself’]

[14] His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a
flame of fire.

“He head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow” — “gray or white hair” is a picture
of wisdom; “eyes were like a flame of fire” — holy omniscience. Jesus sees everything. He sees

us as exactly as we are not what we pretend to be. Holy omniscience sees right through us to our
hearts, our true motives. Jesus sees us not as what we pretend to be but who we really are.
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But let’s consider for a moment the relationship between the two attributes of Christ mentioned
in verse 14 — wisdom and all knowledge. The relationship between these two attributes as it
applies to our lives is comforting — the eyes of a flame of fire — sees everything, in other words,

knows everything — everything actual, we call this reality — Jesus knows how you feel, what you
are thinking, what you are trying to hide and all your inner secrets. He knows more about you

then you know about yourself; and He knows everything possible, some of the things you
imagine, a wish, alternative scenarios, what if games — when we apply the attribute of His

wisdom in this category, we deliver ourselves from seeking comfort in pretense, from trying to
find escape into imaginary possibilities because when you put together the wisdom of Jesus with
the all-knowing awareness of Jesus, you can only conclude that the reason why things are not as

I like to imagine is because in the wisdom of Jesus He already saw what I am now imagining as a
possible alternative to my life when He was purposing my life before the foundation of the

world. But it was He wisdom, the perfect determiner of the best plan for my life in light of His
knowledge of all things that decreed for me to be where I am, to be going through what I am
going through so that He might get the most glory in and through the deepening of my
relationship with Him in the midst of what I am going through knowing it would be for my good.
In other words, your life from Jesus’ standpoint is not good but it could be better or better, but it
could have been best, but best that can do no better even with all the challenges that come with it
because Jesus in His wisdom and knowledge could do no better for His glory:

Scrip. Ref: Isa. 46:10 — Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things
which have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all
My good pleasure.’

In other words, you cannot choose any better alternative to your life that will end as glorious as
what Jesus has purposed for you. That’s the point of the book, if you had the choice to change

your life you would make life much easier to bear, much more comfortable to get along with,
much less problems to deal but in the end, you would not be as triumphant in the path Christ has
purposed for you. Jesus doesn’t want us to be so fixated on the journey that we lose sight of the
destination.

[15] His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and
His voice was like the sound of many waters.

“His feet were like burnished bronze” — “since feet in the ancient world portrayed the direction

of one’s life”; “has been made to glow in a furnace” [puro — to be on fire; to burn; perfect
participle passive voice; genitive fem. singular]; Jesus moves among the churches judging our

intentions for worship and service. The presence of Jesus in the church has a purifying purpose.
Jesus wants His church to be holy not entertained; He wants His church to be pure, not carnal.
Jesus will do whatever it takes to make us holy. Trials, sickness, spiritual warfare, death of loved
ones, financial difficulty, or removal of some cherished idol. The burnished feet of Jesus is meant
to stamp out sin in the hearts of His people.
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Quote: Corrie ten Boom — “You can never learn that Christ is all you need, until Christ is all you
have”.

“and His voice was like the sound of many waters” — His voice changes from the sound of a

trumpet to the sound of crashing waters. It changes for an alerting call to a commanding call. The
comparison of His voice to many waters suggests that power flows from His voice. His speech

alone exerts power — has the power to change things. Do you know that Jesus’ voice is so
powerful that whether it is spoken audibly or written it can create something out of nothing? His

audible voice brought the whole universe into existence out of nothing. His written voice brought

new life out of total depravity in your salvation. There was nothing in you that could save you,

your choice was dead in trespasses and sins, your will was dead in trespasses and sins, your mind

was dead in trespasses and sins. But one day Jesus spoke to you through His written word, by

either you reading it or someone proclaiming it and Jesus purposed that His voice would
regenerate your nature so that you were born again. Jesus is so powerful, He just has to say the

word and all of creation must irresistibly comply. Quote: Steve Lawson, “The biggest miracle
God performs is not creating the universe out of nothing but creating saints out of sinners.”

[16] In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged
sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.

“He held” [echo — to have; present participle active; nom. masc. singular — “having” continuous];
“right hand” — the place of honor and protection; “came” [ek-poreuomai — to project; to come
forth; present participle passive/middle nom. fem. singular]; “a sharp two-edged sword” — speaks

of His words that cut, divide and judge. The most evil and misleading aspects of sin is not its
ability to seduce you to do evil but its ability to deceive you into thinking Jesus will not judge

you for it; “His face” [opsis — countenance; appearance; used 3 times in NT — John 7:24; 11:44];

“was like the sun shining in its strength” — — the glory of Jesus, like the sun at high noon cannot
be looked at with the human eyes. You can’t stare at Jesus; His glory will blind you. When you
think about what Jesus looks like, all you need to know that His face is like the sun. I cannot look
at it without the risk of going blind. Our natural eyes cannot behold the supernatural glory of

Christ. Which means avoid trying to bring Jesus down on our level when we come to worship
Him. Jesus is not someone you can be causal with, flippant with, indifferent too, He is Holy!!!

[17] When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on
me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last,

“When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.”; “I fell” [pipto — aorist indicative active 1
person singular];“like a dead man” [nekros — lifeless];*““He placed” [tithemi — aorist indicative
active 3rd person singular]; “saying” [lego — present participle active; nom. masc. singular;

temporal participle “while saying”]; “Do not be afraid” [me — not; phobeo — to fear; to seize with
alarm; to terrify; present imperative middle voice 2nd person singular — “stop yourself from

being afraid”]; Jesus did not appear to John to kill him but to encourage him; “I am the first and
the last” — “I am” [ego eimi] “the First and the Last” — this speaks of the eternal, uncreated nature
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of Jesus. When this title is used in the OT is it always closely connected to the Lord enforcing
what He has predicted to happen in the future for the comfort of His people — I Am the First [I
decreed it] and Last [I will bring it to past]; By Jesus calling Himself ‘the First and the Last’ this
self-claim refers to being the beginning, before time and the One who stands of the end of human

history, who is eternal. And yet, when these Scriptures mention this title, it is always in the
context of God bringing to past what He has decree. In other words, Jesus proves He is the First
and the Last by revealing what He had decreed at the First and bringing it to past at the Last. If
Jesus is the First and the Last, then that means I don’t have to be afraid of what is before me or

behind me because Jesus is the First [the beginning] and the Last [the end]. In other words, it
doesn’t matter which time period you are in because Jesus is already there. He was there at the
beginning of time, and He is at the end of time.

[18] and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the
keys of death and of Hades.

13

the living One” [ho Zao — articular present participle active nom. masc. singular]; Jesus is ever
living, Jesus is alive. Dead gods cannot help, protect or provide for you. To worship a non-
existent god is to live a useless/empty life. We serve a risen Savior; “l was dead” [ginomai — to
be; aorist indicative passive voice Ist person singular — “I became dead”]; “I am alive” [zao eimi
— literal trans. “I am living”]; “I have the keys of death and of Hades” — “I have” [echo — present

indicative active 1st person singular — continue and present possession]; “the keys of death and
of Hades.” Isn’t it comforting to know Jesus has authority over your last enemy? If He has
authority over death and Hades, then surely, He has authority over other things that contribute or
lead towards death — heart disease, cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure, pneumonia, genetic

diseases and the flu.

The keys are not in the devil’s hand, not in the hand of the doctor, not in the hand of cancer, not

in the hand of statistics, not in the hands of fate, chance or coincidence but only and always in

the hand of Jesus. This is comforting for our lives are never in the hands of sickness or our
enemies but only in Jesus. Only when it is time for you to die will you die. And that time has
been determined by Jesus. Jesus has the keys of death — that means He can open and place you
there but also, He can open and bring you out. Just like He brought Himself out from the realm
of death. Jesus got the keys while in the grave and came out with them in His nail pierced hand.
Jesus removed the keys while the devil was not looking as He died on the cross for our sins. The
devil lost the power to scare the church with death because Jesus now has the keys. We can say

like the apostle Paul, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

We can look in the casket of our loved ones and not have to have anyone try to console us with
explanations of how our loved died because we know who holds the keys of death and Hades.
Quote: Warren Wiersbe — “We don’t live off of explanations but promises”.

[19] “Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the
things which will take place after these things.
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“write” [grapho — aorist imperative active; 2nd person singular]; “the things which you have
seen” [1:12-18]; “the things which are” [chaps. 2-3]; “the things which will take place after these
things” [chaps. 4-22]

[20] “As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven
golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.

“the seven stars are the angels” — the human messengers in each of the seven churches — Rev. 1:3

— “Blessed is he who reads [the angel, messenger or pastor in the church when he received this
letter; he is singular] and those who hear [the congregation] the words of the prophecy, and heed

29 ¢¢

the things which are written in it; for the time is near.” “seven lampstands are the seven
churches” — each local assembly is regarded by Christ as golden, meaning precious, because of
being purchased by the blood of the Lamb [Rev. 1:5-6]. And each local assembly is pictured as a

lampstand. To bring the light of the gospel to dark communities.

Revelation 2:1-7

Introduction:

I want to take you on a visual trip back in time to the city of Ephesus. We just left the island of
Patmos where John the apostle is imprisoned for preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. And we
set sail on the Aegean Sea to the city of Ephesus which is about a 40-mile trip. As we draw near
to the city of Ephesus, we find ourselves struggling a little bit to make it up the Cayster river
because of the silt or sediments on the water. But after some hours of rowing, we disembark at
the harbor of Ephesus. And we come out to a wide and magnificent road called the Arcadian
Way. And as we walk along the road we come into a city that is considered the fourth greatest
city in the world after Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch. The city’s population boasted 250,000
people. This is a happening city, this is where athletic events were hosted that would rival the
great Olympic games, this is the city that had month long festivals in the springtime. This is the

city where we might run into famous people like Cleopatra who would come and spend the
winter here. And as we come to the end of the Arcadian Road, we notice right in front of us the
theater which is mentioned in Acts 19:29 that seated 24,000 people.

As we turn left and move south down the city we are walking on Marble Street where there is an
agora to the right [a public square where people assemble as well as a market for buying and
selling]. As well as Celsus Library, which was one of three extensive collections of 9,500 rolls of

historical information in the Roman world. As we move further down the road we run into the
temple of Hadrian who was an emperor and he demanded that he be worshiped as a god, the
temple of Domitian who was responsible for sending the apostle John to the island of Patmos
because he refused to acknowledge him as lord and god, and then we come upon a number of
bath houses where there was prostitution. So, we know we are in the bad part of town so we turn
around and proceed north we passed the stadium where they had the gladiatorial games, where
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prisoners and slaves would fight wild animals imported from Africa. And we figure that was a
little too violent for the kids. Some of us wanted to go to the athletic games at Vedius
Gymnasium across from the stadium but when we found out that the athletes performed nude, so
we decided against that. Then we become hungry so we see across from the stadium the Meat
Market, all we can think of is a salami sandwich, a hamburger, turkey burger, and pork sandwich,
but when they responded by saying that all the meat that is sold had been offered up to false
gods, we lose our appetites. Suddenly, we begin to see a crowd of people, some running and
some walking, some singing and some dancing, heading further north outside the city limits. We
decide to follow them and discover a beautiful marble temple, greater than the size of a football
field, 425 feet long, 220 feet wide, 127 pillars each 60 feet high, and inside this marble temple
housed one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. [Cultural & Historical Background: It
was guardian of a statue to the goddess that was supposedly a meteorite from heaven —a

somewhat shapeless, black, many-breasted rock.... As Acts 19:19-20 tells us, there was great

interest in magic and sorcery. Grant Osborne]; the temple served as the center for the localized
worship of Artemis, to whom the citizens of Ephesus were probably more devoted than were the

citizens of almost any other ancient metropolis... The actual Temple of Diana sat approximately
a mile from the edge of the city and was the first thing viewed when a ship came into the harbor.

[At the time John wrote the Apocalypse in AD 95, the inner parts of Artemis’ temple were a safe

haven for any thief, robber, slave trader, and plunderer of a temple. The level of morality among
the city’s population was notoriously low. The people were licentious, superstitious, vile and

violent. The Greek philosopher Heraclitus, a resident of Ephesus, purportedly commented that
‘the morals of the temple were worse than the morals of beasts, for even promiscuous dogs do
not mutilate each other.” Kistemaker]

So, after spending a day in the city of Ephesus, we got the sense of the type of lifestyle our
brothers and sisters in the church of Ephesus had been saved out of. But we also, get the sense of
how deep their conviction was in the truth to maintain their testimony in such an immoral and
idolatrous city, where everything around them, including old friends and family members kept
seeking to entice them back into the immoral and licentious lifestyle Jesus had save them out of.

2 observations Jesus made when He examined the Forgetful Church, so that our church may
never forget what’s most important: The 1% observation Jesus made when He examined the

Forgetful Church was: It is good to never forget the importance of ministry in the name of Christ
[vv. 1-3]:

[1] “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His
right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write” — “to the angel” — refers to the messenger or
overseer/pastor to the church in Ephesus. The senior or lead pastor the church. In 1:3, it states

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear” — It doesn’t read “Blessed are they who read” but

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear.” And the reason why it is worded this way is
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because in the early church there was a practice of the preacher reading the Scripture aloud to the
congregation. So, the angel of the church is the one who led the church in the exposition of the

Scripture while the congregation listened. Therefore, the angel was not a heavenly messenger
because what Jesus says to 5 of the 7 angels and their churches are rebukes for sin, which could

not be true of an unfallen angel. The word “angel” can refer to a human messenger in the NT or
in this context a pastoral guardian over the church; “of the church in Ephesus” — the church in
Ephesus had a rich history — It was the only church in the NT that was led by two apostles, Paul
and John. Along with Apollos, Aquila, Priscilla, and Timothy. It was the only church in the NT
that had seven letters written to it: The epistle to the Ephesians, 1st, 2nd and 3rd John, Ist and
2nd Timothy. Along with the book of Revelation; [“the metropolis of Asia’ as Ephesus was
called but also of its heritage as the mother church of the region. Grant Osborne]; When the

apostle Paul had written to this church over 40 years ago, he was writing to the first generation of
believers who had made an impact in the city of Ephesus as well as the surrounding cities, the
other 6 that are mentioned in chapters 2 &3. But now that first generation has pasted on and now
Jesus commands the apostle John to “write” [grapho — aorist imperative active 2nd person
singular — the tense of the aorist verb conveys urgency] — to the second generation:

“The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven

golden lampstands, says this: - “the One who holds” [ho kratoo — to have power; articular present

participle active nom. masc. singular; continuously holding by His power]; “the seven stars” —
the overseers or guardians over the seven churches; “in His right hand” — position of power,

authority, protection and control; these pastors are never under the control or authority of Satan

nor ultimately under the control of the congregation but only to Christ; “the One who walks
among the seven golden lampstands” — “the One who walks™ [ho peripatoo — articular present

participle active nom. masc. singular — continuous presence within the midst of the church]; “the
seven golden lampstands™ — Rev. 1:20 makes it clear that the seven golden lampstands represent

the seven churches in Asia Minor. Seven is the number of completeness, which means that these

literal churches are characteristic of local churches throughout church history. “says this” — lit.
“these things says” [It was used to introduce with great solemnness a prophetic message or a
royal letter or edict. The New Linguistic and Exegetical Key to the Greek NT]

[2] I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil
men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you
found them to be false;

“I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance” — “I know” [oida — perfect indicative active

1* person singular; knowledge in the completed sense; to know fully]; “your deeds” — your
ministry work, your church involvement, your conduct in all areas of life; “your toil” [kopos —
labor]. I know that you are a busy church, a hard working church; “and perseverance”
[hupomone — remain under pressure]; The noun ‘endurance’ [hupomene — 1:9; 2:2, 3, 19; 3:10;

13:10; 14:12] occurs seven times always in the context of pervasive evil. Osbourne];
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“Perseverance” is one of my favorite words in the Bible because it teaches us how to face life in
a broken world — “endure” to bear up under pressure; to persevere through adversity; to be

steadfast in the face of temptation and trials — to trust the Lord in all things and obey Him in all
things. To apply the commandments of God in your life as personal convictions so that you never
waver in your faith when life hurts. To believe that God is for you when life is against you, that’s

how you endure. “and that you cannot tolerate evil men” — “cannot tolerate” [bastazo — to bear;
endure; carry; aorist infinitive active; this same word is used in Gal. 6:2 — Bear one another’s
burdens and thus fulfill the law of Christ.] But in this context the Ephesian believers could not
bear, carry the weight of “evil men” [kakous — wicked men; accus. masc. plural]; The Bible does
not support Christians being tolerant or cordial with evil false teachers. We are to bear with the

broken and repentant, not with the false and misleading. “and you put to the test those who call
themselves apostles” — “to test” [peirazo — aorist indicative active; 2" person singular]; They

tested their doctrine, observed their character and evaluated them according to the characteristics
of a true apostle. They just didn’t receive them simply because they called themselves ‘apostle,’
‘bishop.” ‘anointed’ or prophet[ess] but you tested what they claimed themselves to be by the

objective standard of the word. They did not allow their feelings. personal opinions or positive
impressions to cloud their judgment or rob them of their discernment. But they tested their

credentials against the Word: Scrip. Ref: 1 John 4:1-3 — Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. [2] By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is from God; [3] and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it
is already in the world.

“and they are not, and you found them to be false” — “they are not” [eisin — present indicative
active; 3" person plural — they continue to not be true]; “you found them to be false” — “found”

[eurisko — aorist indicative; active; 2" person singular]; “false” [pseudes — deceitful; lying]; The
Ephesian believers had heeded the warning the apostle Paul communicated to the elders of
Ephesus over 40 years earlier: Scrip. Ref: Acts 20:28-30 — “Be on guard for yourselves and for
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of
God which He purchased with His own blood. [29] “I know that after my departure savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; [30] and from among your own selves’
men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.”

[3] and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown
weary.

“and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake” — “you have” [echo —

present indicative active; 2™ person singular]; “perseverance and endured for My name’s sake” —
“perseverance” — remained under the pressure of being unpopular in your community because of
your uncompromising stance against false teachers and false teaching; “and endured” [bastazo —
to bear; aorist indicative active 2" person singular]
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“for My name’s sake” — the motive for removing false teachers from the church, perseverance

amid a crooked and perverse environment was for the purpose of maintaining the reputation of
Christ in the church; “and have not grown weary” [kopiao — to grow tired; exhausted; perfect

participle active; nom. masc. plural]; You have been tired in the work but not of the work;
Ministry is hard work but it is also heart work.

The 2"¢ observation Jesus made when He examined the Forgetful Church was: It is bad to forget
the importance of ministry for the love of Christ [vv. 4-7]:

[4] But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

“But I have this against you, that you have left your first love” — “But” [alla — a strong

adversative; this is meant to mark a contrast between the good things that were being done in the
name of Christ from the bad thing they had done in the church]; “I have” [echo — present
indicative active; 1% person singular] “that you have left your first love” — lit. “your love, the

first, vou left”. Your first love refers not only to your initial expressions of affection towards

Christ when He first saved you but also “first” in priority.

Your First Love: Elective Love [Scrip. Ref: Deut. 7:6-7 — For you are a holy people to the Lord
your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the
peoples who are on the face of the earth. [7] The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you

because you were more in number than any of the people; Eph. 1:4d-5 — In love He predestined
us]; The doctrine of election is simply God setting His love on you before the foundation of the

world.

Effectual Love [aka Effectual Calling; Irresistible Grace] — Scrip. Ref: Jer. 31:3 — ‘I have loved
you with an everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness. Scrip. Ref: 1

John 4:19 — We love, because He first loved us.

Exceeding Love — Scrip. Ref: John 15:13 — “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay
down his life for his friends.”

Enduring Love — Scrip. Ref: Romans 8:38-39 — “For | am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

[5] ‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did
at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place — unless
you repent.

“Therefore remember from where you have fallen” — “Therefore” since I have against you that

you have left your first love — “remember from where you have fallen” — “remember”
[mnemoneuo — to call to mind; to be mindful of} present imperative active; 2" person singular;

“continue to call to mind”’;
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“where you have fallen” [pipto — to fall; perfect indicative active; 2" person singular; the perfect

tense expresses an act that took place in the past with ongoing present results] You fell in the past
and you still haven’t gotten up.How should the believers at Ephesus “remember from where they

have fallen”? First, they should remember their past before Christ saved them. How they were
living in sin and had no peace. Going to the temple of Artemis, coming to the Meat Market,
spending their time at the athletic games and festivals but it brought no true joy, and it did not
remove the guilt. You have forgotten how your ‘first love’ saved you when you were lost in sin?
You have forgotten where the Lord Jesus found you and brought you from? You weren’t born

saved. You were born dead in trespasses and sins. Remember where Jesus brought you from?
The hymn writer put it, “I was sinking deep in sin far from the peaceful shore, very deeply
stained within sinking to rise no more but the Master of the Sea heard my despairing cry, from
the waters lifted me now safe am I, love lifted me, love lifted me, when nothing else could help
love lifted me. Scrip. Ref: Ps. 103:1-3a — “Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me,
bless His holy name. [2] Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits; [3] Who
pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases [soul diseases — anxiety, depression,
discouragement, fear, sadness, hopelessness]; Quote: John MacArthur - forgetfulness is

frequently the initial cause of spiritual decline.

Notice the contrast here: [1] “The One who holds the seven stars” [4] “you have left your first
love”. Remember where you have fallen and considered that while in that state of falling away
from Him, He kept holding on to you [His right hand]. While your heart had drifted away from
Him, His presence remained close to you [He walks in the midst]. The sin of indifference can be
overcome when you think about how Christ loves you despite how much you have sinned
against Him. We are always sinning in the full experience of grace and mercy. Scrip. Ref: Ps.
103:10 — He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities. [11] For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness
towards those who fear Him.

The command to “remember” entails: 1] the things you used to do that expressed your joy in
worshiping Jesus — prayer, Bible study and fellowship; 2] when that joy began to fade. Let me
help you understand how we can so easily forget that love for Jesus should be the priority and
driving passion in our lives: 1] Typically we forget our first love when there is no time devoted to
Him. How we schedule our time reveals what matters most to us. To the point that we make

everything else in our life a priority, while time for Jesus is relegated to “I’ll get to that later”.
When we begin to say yes to all things that advances our personal pleasures until Jesus is
crowded out of our memory. To the point you begin to forget to read your Bible, when you begin
to pray without adoring Him, you sing without delighting in Him, listen to the preach Word
without treasuring Him. You know what keeps us fallen from our first love? Excuses. Quote:
Billy Sunday said that an excuse is “the skin of a reason stuffed with a lie.”
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And the fact that Jesus warns the church and especially the leadership in the church that He will
remove the lampstand if they don’t repent proves that a failure to love Christ can disqualify a
preacher from ministry; “and repent and do the deeds you did at first” — “repent” [metanoeo — to

turn away from; to change your mind; aorist imperative active; 2nd person singular; aorist tense
notes urgency]. You need to hate how you have allowed your relationship with Christ to be
relegated to religious formalism, ritualism, mechanical-ism and indifference. Repentance means I
hate that I have turned from my love for Christ towards false substitutes that dishonors His
worth; “or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place unless you

repent” — “I am coming to you” [erchomai — present indicative middle voice; 1% person singular
— lit. “I myself am coming”. This refers not to the second coming but coming to visit upon this

local assembly the consequences for their sin; “will remove your lampstand out of its place

unless you repent” — “remove” [kineo — future indicative active; 1% person singular]; “your

lampstand” since lampstand represents the local church. Jesus is threatening to un-church the
church; “unless you repent” [meanoeo — aorist subjunctive active; 2" person
singular];[Historical Background: Writing in 1861, archbishop RC Trench described in

melancholy terms the situation of the Turkish town, which had been established on the ruins of
Ephesus — “How awful for Ephesus the fulfillment of the threat [Rev. 2:5] has been... One who
did so long found only three Christians there, and these sunken in such ignorance and apathy as

scarcely to have heard the names of St. Paul or St. John”. NT Cities in Western Asia Minor];
Quote: Grant Osborne — “A church that has forgotten to love is a church that has ceased to be a
church”.

[6] ‘Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

“Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” — “you hate”
[miseo — to detest; present indicative active; 2" person singular]; “which I also hate” [miseo —

present indicative active; 1% person singular]; You cannot love Christ without also hating sin. A
church that is truly committed to the truth will hate that things that Jesus hates; “the deeds of the
Nicolaitans” [Historical Background: Ireanaeus took the sect to be followers of Nicolaus of

Antioch, one of the seven original deacons [Acts 6:5], a Jewish proselyte, who is said to have
apostatized.... Added to Irenaeus are the testimonies of Tertullian, Hippolytus, Dorotheus of
Tyre, Jerome, Augustine, Eusebius. They all say this was a sect of licentious antinomian Gnostics
who lapsed into their antinomian license because of an overstrained asceticism. Hippolytus adds
that Nicolaus was the forerunner of Hymenaeus and Philetus who are condemned in 2 Tim. 2:17.
Thomas]

[7] ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’

“He who has an ear” [this formula was repeated by Christ in His earthly ministry. It is a called to

heed the warning to the Forgetful Church]; “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” —
“let him hear” [akouo — aorist imperative active; 3™ person singular]
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“what the Spirit says to the churches” — the Spirit is speaking to us this morning do you hear
Him?; “To him who overcomes” [nikao — articular participle active; dat. masc. singular; to

conquer; to be victorious] Every true believer is an overcomer because of their faith in Christ. In
other words, God will give you the grace to overcome your weaknesses and your challenges for
His glory; “I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God” [Cultural &
Historical Background: Excavations, as well, as examination of historical sources, have led to
the discovery that a large garden area was a part of the temple of Artemis in Ephesus... In the
heart of that garden, there was a tree, either an oak or an elm... “marked by the fixed point of the
ancient tree-shrine which was the place of ‘salvation’ for the suppliant, surrounded by an asylum
enclosed by a boundary wall. But this ‘salvation’ for the criminal corrupted the city.” This ‘tree-
shrine’ was a special holy place for the worship of Artemis. Evidence suggests that it was, in fact,
the most sacred of all the parts of the famous temple shrine and may even have been spoken of as
a ‘tree of life’. The image appears in some form on most of the coinage from ancient Ephesus

along with the additional symbols of the stage and the bee, which were associated with the
worship of Artemis. John’s readers in the church at Ephesus knew well that tree could provide no
life at all. Patterson]



