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Safety-Net Charity Care Clinics Provide Critical Care Amid Current Healthcare Challenge 

HOUSTON – March 24, 2020 – Most Texans know that our state leads the nation with the most 

uninsured and underserved individuals. Now, more than ever, these individuals need that critical 

access to care. Three local safety-net clinics are meeting the current COVID-19 challenge head 

on. 

Christ Clinic, San José Clinic and TOMAGWA, are all safety-net charity clinics strategically located 

in the greater Houston metropolitan area who exclusively serve those who have no other access 

to healthcare.  Unlike Federally Qualified Health Clinics, these clinics rely solely on philanthropic 

funding to operate. They do not accept Medicaid, Medicare or third-party insurance. And their 

patients do not qualify for those programs and they cannot afford to purchase insurance in the 

marketplace.  

Christ Clinic is located in the western region of Harris County in Katy; San José Clinic is located in 

Midtown Houston; and TOMAGWA has three locations across northwest Harris, Waller and 

Montgomery counties. Their patients come from more than 200 zip codes that encompass more 

than 30 counties in southeast Texas. Last year, these three clinics collectively served  more than 

15,000 patients by providing full primary and specialty care, lab services, on-site pharmacies, and 

dental care (San José Clinic and TOMAGWA). 

For the past several weeks, these clinics have implemented much of the same protocols as the 

major healthcare organizations in our community have as well as the CDC guidelines.  However, 

due to the high risk populations that these clinics serve, closing their doors would be a major 

burden for the local healthcare system.  In order to maintain operations, they have moved to 

virtual visits when possible, curbside pick- up for prescriptions, and limited lab testing to their 

chronically ill patients whose conditions necessitate close monitoring.   

More than two-thirds of their patient populations live with chronic disease. This puts this patient 

population at a very high risk of mortality should they contract COVID-19.  And on top of this, 

these patients are the very ones who are losing their jobs because of the economic turmoil at 

hand. 

Jody Hopkins, Executive Director of the Texas Association of Charitable Clinics says, “People are 

talking about ‘first responders’ yet leaving out the system of Charitable Clinics across 

Texas.  These clinics, who supplement their staff with volunteer medical providers, ARE first 

responders.  These clinics see well over 500,000 uninsured Texans a year and doing their best to  



   

 

keep their doors open even now to help provide care. Each patient that is screened at a clinic for 

COVID-19, is one less person that is likely to show up at an emergency room utilizing resources 

that are in drastically short supply.    These clinics must be included in any distributions of funding, 

equipment, testing supplies, PPE and any other resources that are being allocated to other front 

line healthcare workers and organizations for current and future needs.   I asked a clinic what they 

would do when they ran out of PPE, which is very soon, and they simply said we will close and 

none of our patients will get help.”  

Now is the time to consider supporting the safety-net in our community. For more information 

on all three clinics, please access their websites: www.christclinickaty.org; 

www.sanjoseclinic.org; www.tomagwa.org 

### 

About Christ Clinic, San Jose Clinic, TOMAGWA 

For a combined 148 years, Christ Clinic, San José Clinic, and TOMAGWA have provided quality 

healthcare to vulnerable residents throughout Fort Bend, Harris, Montgomery and surrounding 

counties. Each of these safety-net clinics was founded with Christian principles and works 

diligently to deliver a variety of critical services, including medical, dental and pharmacy, from 

leading providers with compassion and dignity. Each clinic operates as a separate 501 (c) 3 and 

continues to uphold the standards of both the National Association of Free and Charitable Clinics 

and the Texas Association of Charitable Clinics.  

 

Mission 

Christ Clinic extends the healing ministry of God by offering high quality healthcare and health 

related services to those who are uninsured or underinsured.  

  

San José Clinic provides quality healthcare and education to those with limited access to such 

services in an environment which respects the dignity of each person. It is a Texas Medical Center 

member institution, a United Way agency and a ministry of the Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston.  

 

TOMAGWA, is a Christian ministry providing quality health care, offering hope and restoring 

dignity to uninsured, low-income families and individuals in the northwest Harris, Montgomery 

and Waller counties with its largest footprint serving northwest Harris county. 
  

http://www.christclinickaty.org/
http://www.sanjoseclinic.org/
http://www.tomagwa.org/

