PRAYER CONCERNS

Welcome to First Ozark United Methodist Church! We are so glad to have you
today and hope that your time here is meaningful and inspiring. If you are a firsttime guest, we would appreciate it if you would include your address when you
sign in with our ushers or greeters so that we might provide you with further
information about our church. Nursery care is available in Room 118 on the first
floor for babies and toddlers from birth through three years of age. We hope you
enjoy worshiping with us and will join us again next Sunday!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Online Sermons

Sunday Service Recording

Catch up on any sermon you might have
missed or listen to it again! Sermons from
previous Sundays can be found and
listened to on our website,
www.firstozark.org under the “Online
Sermons” section. Each Sunday’s message is
posted online weekly.

The NOW@9 service will be
broadcast via Facebook Live during the
service and can be viewed during service or
anytime afterward. The 11:00 a.m.
traditional service will be recorded and
broadcast over the radio. Video of the
traditional service will be posted to
Facebook on Tuesday once post production
is complete.

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Days and dates for upcoming events and meetings are the following:
 Top Floor Youth’s Progressive Dinner will take place tonight at 5:00 p.m.
 The chili cook-off and church-wide Christmas party will be at 4:00 p.m. in the Family
Life Center next Sunday, December 13.
 First Kids will practice for their Christmas program at 5:00 p.m. tonight. Their
program will be the following Sunday, December 13, at 5:30 p.m.
 First Ozark Basketball practice will begin Monday, December 7, at 6:00 p.m.
 The Building Committee will meet in Room 231 at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday,
December 10.
 We will have one service in the Sanctuary on Sunday morning, December 13.
“Lessons, Carols, and a String Quartet” from Florida State University will be joining
us at 11:00 a.m. Please mark your calendar and attend! We would love for you to
join us!
 Grief Group will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, December 17, at 5:30 p.m.
 Christmas Eve service will take place in the Sanctuary on December 24 at 5:30 p.m.
with a come-and-go Communion afterward, beginning at 7:00 p.m.

“Souper” Day
Please help our Souper Ministry team fill our Christmas delivery bags that will be
delivered on December 15! Items that we are hoping to receive include: fresh fruit, snack
bars, individually wrapped snacks, Christmas treats, or candy. You may also bring other
individually wrapped, non-perishable items if you would like. Our goal is to make these
Christmas deliveries extra special! The items listed above may be dropped off in the
church office. Thank you in advance for assisting in this ministry!

Martha Dan Thompson, Judge Ben McLauchlin, Jason Russell, Debbie
Powell, Joe, Dot, and Phillip Adams, Joyce Esslinger, Charlotte Lisenby, Jan
Foshee, Sarah Nead, Barbara Terrell, Megan and Ruby James DiFilippo,
Lofton Dawkins, Britney Johnson, Betty Smith, Stan Garner, Kathryne
Harper Lancaster, Rosa and Henry Scott, Charles Beverly, Grace and Lewis
Mitchell, Rosemary Jenison, Charlie Breedlove, Sam Keys, David Johnson,
Connie Rheam, Kaye Coats, Betty Borer, Barbara (McLauchlin) Neal, Cara
Perault, Larry Russell, Stan Smith, Charlie Eastman, Beverly Raley, Ann
Ard, Janis Gibson, Roberta Segers, Susan Sowell, Carol Heath, Helen
Parsons, Patti Williams, Debbie Ganey, Susan West, Jeff Outlaw, Jane
Taylor, Ozark PD, The City of Ozark.
Nursing Home Residents: Ruth Arehart, Jamie Tilley, Hazel Sessions,
Monza’ Wilson, Virginia Hess
Assisted Living Resident: Suzy Harris

As of December 3, we have received 129 letters of commitment totaling
$805,962.
December Traditional Service Ushers
8:30 - Shirley Woodie, Skip Harris, Blaine Stevens
11:00 - Ben Baker, Larry Chapman, Jonathan Chapman, Joe W. Adams,
Gil Anthony

Counting Teams
12-06: Team 2
12-13: Team 3
12-20: Team 4
12-27: Team 1
Christmas luminary order forms can be found in the office or throughout
church entry points. Advent devotional booklets are still available as well.
They are located in the office and at the entrances to our worship spaces.

Evening Worship
Evening worship will take place at 5:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Henry Boynton will be
tonight’s speaker.
In order to adhere to social distancing guidelines, please exit the worship space in
a manner to best ensure the safety of others. The ministers will not be at the
door to greet at the conclusion of the service. However, they are available if you
need them via phone or in the office. Please take your bulletins with you as you
leave. Thank you!

CONNECT WITH US
Like and follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/firstozark
We are also on Instagram - @Firstozarkumc
Listen via Radio: WOAB 104.9FM
Remind Text Messaging Service: Text @firstoz to 81010 to receive messages
about dates, times, events, and more within the life of the church.

December 6, 2020
Pastor: Dr. Jason Thrower
Associate Pastor: Pastor Stephan Margeson
167 E. Broad St.
Ozark, AL 36360
Phone: 334-774-2569
Website: www.firstozark.org
Our Mission: To be an obedient community of faith,
believing, praising, and loving God as revealed in Jesus
Christ, as we respect, encourage, and serve our neighbors.

NOW@9 Contemporary Order of Worship
The Lord’s Day, Second Sunday of Advent

8:30 & 11:00 A.M. Traditional Order of Worship
The Lord’s Day, Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020 | Communion Sunday
Director of Music Ministries: Mr. David Ethridge

December 6, 2020 | Communion Sunday
Worship Leader: Mr. Dale Moates

Prelude
Welcome and Parish Notes
Mission Statement
To be an obedient community of faith, believing, praising, and loving God as
revealed in Jesus Christ, as we respect, encourage, and serve our neighbors.
Lighting of the Advent Candle - Jamie and Betty Smith (8:30 a.m.) | Marilyn

Gathering Song
Welcome and Announcements
Centering Prayer
Claim Our Faith
We will claim our faith using these words: We are not alone; we live in God’s
world. We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in
Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and
others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to be the church: to celebrate
God’s presence, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to
proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life
beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Tamplin and family (11:00 a.m.)
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. - Mark 1:4
We light this candle as a symbol of Christ the Way. May the Word sent from God
through the prophets lead us to the way of salvation. O come, O come, Emmanuel.

Lighting of the Advent Candle
The Perault family
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. - Mark 1:4
We light this candle as a symbol of Christ the Way. May the Word sent from God
through the prophets lead us to the way of salvation. O come, O come, Emmanuel.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus
Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the
third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Song of Praise
Song of Praise
Offering
Song of Preparation
Scripture

Mark 1:1-8

Message

“Preparing for the Good News”

The Great Thanksgiving
Holy Communion
Sending Song

*Hymn of Praise
*Affirmation

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“The Apostles’ Creed”

*Response
“Glory Be to the Father”
See right
Offertory
*Dedication
“Doxology”
See right
Pastoral Prayer
Anthem
Scripture Reading
Mark 1:1-8
See left
Message
“Thin Places”
The Great Thanksgiving
Holy Communion
*Hymn of Invitation “Blessed Be the God of Israel”
(No. 209) See right
*Benediction
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”
Chancel Choir
Postlude
*Please Stand As You Are Able

Scripture - NOW@9 and Traditional
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your
way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight,’” 4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

(No. 211) See right

Hymn of Praise (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely
exile here until the Son of God appear.
REFRAIN
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; to us the
path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go.
O come, O come, great Lord of might , who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height in
ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.

O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be ; before thee rulers
silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call.
Response (Glory Be to the Father)
Glory be to the Father
And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.
Amen. Amen.
Dedication (Doxology)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Hymn of Invitation (Blessed Be the God of Israel)
Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, who visits and redeems
us, and grants us liberty. The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace.
Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; a Savior comes among us
to raise us up to heaven. Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, the
prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.

On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, the dawning of forgiveness upon
the sinner’s eyes, to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; O bless
our God and Savior with songs that never cease!

