PRAYER CONCERNS

Welcome to First Ozark United Methodist Church! We are so glad to have
you today and hope that your time here is meaningful and inspiring. If you
are a first-time guest, we would appreciate it if you would include your
address when you sign in with our ushers or greeters so that we might
provide you with further information about our church. Nursery care will
resume on September 27 in room 118 on the first floor for babies and
toddlers from birth through three years of age. We hope you enjoy
worshiping with us and will join us again next Sunday!

Joyce Esslinger, Charlotte Lisenby, Jan Foshee, Sarah Nead, Barbara
Terrell, Megan and Ruby James DiFilippo, Lofton Dawkins, Britney
Johnson, Betty Smith, Stan Garner, Kathryne Harper Lancaster, Rosa and
Henry Scott, David Hyers, Charles Beverly, Grace and Lewis Mitchell,
Rosemary Jenison, Charlie Breedlove, Sam Keys, David Johnson, Connie
Rheam, Dot Adams, Deborah Quattlebaum, Kaye Coats, Betty Borer,
Barbara (McLauchlin) Neal, Cara Perault, Larry Russell, Stan Smith, Charlie
Eastman, Beverly Raley, Ann Ard, Janis Gibson, Roberta Segers, Susan
Sowell, Carol Heath, Helen Parsons, Patti Williams, Debbie Ganey, Susan
West, Jeff Outlaw, David Ethridge, Jane Taylor, Ozark PD, The City of
Ozark.
Nursing Home Residents: Ruth Arehart, Jamie Tilley, Hazel Sessions,
Monza’ Wilson, Virginia Hess
Assisted Living Resident: Suzy Harris

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Online Sermons
Catch up on any sermon you might have
missed or listen to it again! Sermons from
previous Sundays can be found and
listened to on our website,
www.firstozark.org under the “Online
Sermons” section. Each Sunday’s message is
posted online weekly.

Sunday Service Recording
Sunday services in the Sanctuary will
be recorded from the balcony. The
camera will be located in the front
row. The video will be posted to
Facebook within a day or two.

Upcoming Dates
Return dates for these services and events are the following:
 Evening Chapel service is scheduled to return Sunday evening, September 20, at
5:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Bible study will begin on September 23 at 12:00 noon.
 Sunday School will return on September 27.
 We will also begin John Ed Mathison’s book, Treasures of the Transformed Life, as
a church-wide stewardship series on September 27.
Federal, state, and local Covid-19 guidelines will be observed.

Recent Baptisms
William Neal “Bill” Newman and Britney Johnson were recently baptized. Bill is
the son of Nick and Holly Newman and brother of Charlotte. Britney is our
Christian Learning Center Director. We are very thankful for both of you and
celebrate with you on this occasion!

Men’s Breakfast and Grief Group
First Ozark UMC Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday morning,
September 19, at 8:00 a.m. in the Family Life Center Dining Room. Steve
Lewandowski, Executive Director of Blue Lake Camp, will be our speaker. Grief
Group will have a brief check-in on Thursday, September 24, at 5:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

Please continue watching our weekly “Fridays at 11.” Hear from our
pastors and leadership within the church regarding important information
about our church. We have a moment of prayer as well as a song. If you
are unable to watch at 11:00, no worries! You can go back to our
Facebook page and watch any time.
The church-wide picnic is scheduled for September 27 at 6:00 p.m. It will
take place in the green space adjacent to the FLC parking lot. Please bring
your food and chair, and observe social distance while present. Hope to
see you there!

September 13, 2020
In order to adhere to social distancing guidelines, please exit the worship
space in a manner to best ensure the safety of others. The ministers will
not be at the door to greet at the conclusion of the service. However, they
are available if you need them via phone or in the office. Please take your
bulletins with you as you leave. Thank you!

CONNECT WITH US
Like and follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/firstozark
We are also on Instagram - @Firstozarkumc
Listen via Radio: WOAB 104.9FM
Remind Text Messaging Service: Text @firstoz to 81010 to receive
messages about dates, times, events, and more within the life of the
church.

Pastor: Dr. Jason Thrower
Associate Pastor: Pastor Stephan Margeson
167 E. Broad St.
Ozark, AL 36360
Phone: 334-774-2569
Website: www.firstozark.org
Our Mission: To be an obedient community of faith,
believing, praising, and loving God as revealed in Jesus
Christ, as we respect, encourage, and serve our neighbors.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Hymn of Praise (Rescue the Perishing)

The Lord’s Day, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying,
Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave;
Weep o’er the erring one, lift up the fallen,
Tell them of Jesus , the mighty to save.

September 13, 2020
Director of Music Ministries: Mr. David Ethridge

Prelude
Welcome and Parish Notes
Responsive Reading
Leader: Welcome this new beginning as the time of God’s presence. Our Creator
offers us a new heaven and a new earth.
People: This is the season for rebirth of our best. God has gifted us with new
opportunities.
Leader: God is making all things new. Mourning, crying, and pain cannot prevail.
People: We are invited to find enjoyment in living. We are meant to discover
pleasure in our toil.
People: God is mindful of our needs and our strengths . We receive resources for the
tasks God gives us.
People: We have come to thank and praise God. How majestic is God’s name in all
the earth!

Congregational Prayer
In-dwelling God, we greet you in this new beginning. As centuries come and
go, your presence is ever new when we open our senses to receive you. We
ask now that you sharpen our awareness of your creative energy at work
within and around us. Let us welcome you in the stranger who is not yet a
friend, in the hungry who need the food and care we might provide, in the
nurse who fulfills our thirst for water and kindness. Show us your
expectations for us in this season. Amen.
*Hymn of Praise
“Rescue the Perishing”
See right
Song of Praise
“Graves Into Gardens”
See right
*Affirmation
“The Apostles’ Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Response
“Glory Be to the Father”
See right
Children’s Message
Offering
*Dedication
“Doxology”
See right
Pastoral Prayer
Anthem
Scripture Reading
Revelation 21:1-8
See right
Message
“New Beginnings”
*Hymn of Invitation
“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”
See right
*Blessing
*Benediction
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”
Chancel Choir
Postlude
*Please Stand As You Are Able

Refrain
Rescue the perishing, care for the dying;
Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save.
Though they are slighting him, still he is waiting,
Waiting the penitent child to receive;
Please with them earnestly, plead with them gently;
He will forgive if they only believe.
Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore;
Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness,
Chords that were broken will vibrate once more.
Rescue the perishing, duty demands it;
Strength for thy labor the Lord will provide;
Back to the narrow way patiently with them;
Tell the poor wanderer a Savior has died.

Song of Praise (Graves Into Gardens)
I searched the world, but it couldn't fill me
Man's empty praise and treasures that fade
Are never enough
Then You came along and put me back together
And every desire is now satisfied here in Your love
Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You
Lord there's nothing
Nothing is better than You
I'm not afraid, to show You my weakness
My failures and flaws, Lord You've seen them all
And You still call me friend
'Cause the God of the mountain
Is the God of the valley
And there's not a place
Your mercy and grace won't find me again
You turn mourning to dancing
You give beauty for ashes
You turn shame into glory
You're the only one who can
You turn graves into gardens
You turn bones into armies
You turn seas into highways
You're the only one who can
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Response (Glory Be to the Father)
Glory be to the Father
And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.
Amen. Amen.

Dedication (Doxology)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye, heavn'ly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Scripture
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away.” 5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the
water of life. 7 Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God
and they will be my children. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted,
the murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

(Revelation 21:1-8)
Hymn of Invitation (This Is a Day of New Beginnings)
This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
Can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again.
Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past and leave behind
Our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find.
Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.

