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GIFTS RECEIVED 
 

First Ozark weekly budget 
requirement: 

 $18,921.94             
               

   April contributions,  
Week of April 18-24  

(General Fund): $39,034 
 

   Please continue listening, 
watching, and worshiping with 

us on Sunday mornings! 

 
We miss you all and cannot wait 

to be back together again! 

SUNDAYS AT FUMC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook Live: 11:00 a.m. on 
the church Facebook page 

(@firstozark)  
 
 

Radio:  
104.9 FM at 11:00 a.m. 

www.firstozark.org 

167 E. Broad St., Ozark, AL  36360-0583                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

May 1 - May 14, 2020  

www.firstozark.org 

Word from the Pastor  (continued on next page) 

 This month for our newsletter article, I will reflect on Paul Wilson’s book, “The Four Pages of the Sermon.” Wil-
son’s book is not about four literal pages of a sermon. Four pages is meant to address: trouble in the text, trouble in 
the world, grace in the text, and grace in the world.  

 The passage of scripture I would like to apply to Wilson’s insight is Acts 7:55-60. The background of this text    
is as follows: Stephen was full of  faith and the Holy Spirit,  a young Christian zealot who was stirring up the people. 
Stephen was brought before the Jewish Council and found guilty of blaspheming against Moses and God. The trouble 
in this passage is Stephen’s accusers led him outside the city walls to stone him. The trouble in our world today  that is 
weighing heavily on our hearts and minds is the coronavirus. Our hearts go out to grieving families, to those who have 
lost their jobs, to health care workers, and all who are working to keep our society afloat. In what ways did we miss 
being together in person for worship and Bible study? What do you think God is saying to us during this pandemic, in 
this historic time of trouble?  

 Bishop Graves has instructed the United Methodist  churches of the Alabama-West Florida Conference to not 
open for in-person worship before May 17. Even when we do get back together, we will need to practice social        
distancing. Let us continue to pray for a cure for the coronavirus, our leaders, and those who are suffering. Times of 
trouble can potentially hurt a person’s faith development. We are at a spiritual crossroads. We can either choose to 
become bitter or better.  

 Grace can be seen in this passage--through Stephen’s powerful witness for God. Even as he is dying, he prays 
for God to “not hold their sin against them.” Grace can also be seen in Stephen’s encouraging vision that he saw: 
“Heaven opening and the glory of God.” Why do you think Stephen was given this vision? Perhaps, it was to give him 
the confirmation he needed to die well.  

  Grace in the world. Where do we see God at work? I see God at work, in spite of times of trouble:  
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Senior Pastor: 
  Dr. Jason Thrower  

  Office: 774-2569 ext. 102 
  Cell: 334-796- 9098 

jasonthrower21@yahoo.com 
 

Associate Pastor: 
  Rev. Stephan Margeson 

  Office: 774-2569  ext. 101 
  Cell: 334-798- 0621 

stephanmargeson@firstozark.org 
 

CLC Director:  
  Britney Johnson 

  Office:  445-1329 
  cdckids@gmail.com 

 

FLC Director: 
  Les Perault 

  Office:  774-0990 
  Cell:  432-3083 

  lesperault@yahoo.com 
 

Director of Music 
Ministries: 

  David Ethridge 
  Cell:  850-797-9549 

davidethridge01@gmail.com 
 

Contemporary  
Worship Leader: 

  Dale Moates 
  Cell:  334-733-0072 

dalemoates@gmail.com 
 

Director of Youth  
Ministries: 

  Lynn Carrington 
  Cell: 334-714-1282 

topfloor@ozarkfumc.org 
 

Director of Children’s  
Ministries: 

  Holly Newman 
  Cell: 843-676-5595 

firstkids@firstozark.org 
 

Managing Secretary:  
  Petra Prazinko 

  Office: 774-2569  ext. 105 
churchoffice@firstozark.org 

 

Communications  
Coordinator: 

   Nash Carrington  
   Office: 774-2569 ext. 116 

   communications@firstozark.org 
 

Receptionist/Secretary:  
  Kimber Willis 

  Office:  774-2569 ext. 100       
receptionist@firstozark.org 

Kathryne Harper Lancaster, Rosa and Henry Scott, David Hyers,  Ben Johnson,  Charlotte Lisenby, 
Charles Beverly, Dorothy Danner, Grace and Lewis Mitchell, Rosemary Jenison, Daryl Finley,  
Diane Kautz, Charlie Breedlove, Kaylynn McGarvey, Sylvia Ambrose, Kasawia Pittman, Jackie 
Garner, Deborah Hand, Sam Keys, David Johnson, Connie Rheam, Dot Adams, Deborah        
Quattlebaum, Kaye Coats, Betty Borer, Barbara (McLauchlin) Neal, Tatyana Nelsen, Cara Perault, 
Larry Russell, Stan Smith, Charlie Eastman, Beverly Raley, Ann Ard, Janis Gibson, Roberta Segers,    
Susan Sowell, Mary Richardson, Aaron Andrews, Carol Heath, Helen Parsons, Alan Tidwell,     
Virginia Hess, Patti Williams, Debbie Ganey, Susan West, Jeff Outlaw, James Lisenby, Stephanie 
Ronan, Kaye Smith, Hugh Foshee, Debra Tew, David Ethridge, Melanie McLin Connell, Jane    
Taylor, Ozark PD, The City of Ozark.     
 

Nursing Home Residents: Ruth Arehart, Jamie Tilley, Hazel Sessions, Monza’ Wilson 

May 1  - May 14, 2020  

Prayer Concerns 

Youth Flag Fundraiser 
 

Help us remember and honor our fallen heroes by lining our streets with American 
flags. Flags will be available for purchase in honor or in memory of a loved one for 
$5.00 each from  April 13 until May 22. Orders must be received in the church office 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 22. Flags will be placed along the street 
and in front of the church on May 22 and remain there until May 26. All proceeds will 
go into the Youth Fund to support summer activities.  

Online Offering and Giving Option 
 

We understand that it might be difficult for some to give their offering in the conventional, 
physical way during this time. To remedy this, we are providing an online giving option 
through the Alabama-West Florida Conference. One hundred percent of your gifts will go to 
our church. It is sent through the conference’s portal and they send it back to us. You must 
carefully enter all necessary information correctly, especially our church’s and pastor’s name 
so the conference knows where to return the funds. To give online, visit this link: https://awf-

reg.brtapp.com/AWFLocalChurchGiving. Of course, you can also continue to mail your tithes and 

offerings to 167 E Broad Street Ozark, AL 36360.  

 

Hours of Operation, Services, and Events Update 
 
Services, events, and traditional hours of operation at First Ozark UMC are still            
suspended until further notice. We will not have in-person worship through at least 
May 17.  We will update you regarding any changes as they occur. Be sure to tune 
in to Facebook Live at 4:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons for our “Fridays at 4” where we 
hear from the pastors as they give us updates, check-in, and a brief devotion.  

Word from the Pastor (continued) 
First Ozark UMC is clearly sharing the grace of action by making masks, by giving food 
to Mission Point and Mary Hill Family Service Center,  by helping people in need,  by 
calling and staying in touch with one another, by extravagant generosity… I thank God 
for you! I love you all, and I am grateful to work with Stephan and this outstanding 
staff. To God be the glory!    -Jason 

https://awf-reg.brtapp.com/AWFLocalChurchGiving
https://awf-reg.brtapp.com/AWFLocalChurchGiving
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Locating Our Facebook Page 
 

There are two ways to locate our church’s Facebook page. First, you can go to the home page of our website,    
firstozark.org, scroll to the bottom of the page, and click on the Facebook icon. It will redirect you to a new tab 
where our page will appear. If you are already on Facebook, simply search @firstozark and click on the account with 
our church logo. Once you have done so, be sure to like and follow our page as well as turning on notifications so you 
will know when we go live.  

Church Scholarship Application 
 
Church scholarship application packets are ready to be picked up in the church office. For a digital copy of the         
application, you can send an email to receptionist@firstozark.org and an electronic copy will be sent. If you are a 
graduating senior, current college or transfer student, or graduate student, you may pick up an application.             
Applications are available until July 13.  

Thank You 
I, like so many of my friends, am blessed with younger friends from our church who have called us, brought 
food, and offered to run errands for us. I had a family to remove, clear, and clean the debris from a large 
tree limb that had fallen in my yard. Our church is truly a caring church and I am grateful. 

-Jean Beverly  

Office Thank You 
Petra, Kimber, and Nash would like to thank the Staff Parish Relations Committee for the gift cards we    
received for Administrative Professionals’ Day. They are greatly appreciated. Thank you so much! 

Missions/Outreach Update 
Sewing angels have been doing a wonderful and marvelous job with mask making for those in need of them within our 

community. The flower guild is also resuming this week so if you know anyone who would be blessed by receiving some 
flowers, please contact Susan Judah. Different individuals and members of our Sunday school classes have also delivered 

goodie bags and essential items to nursing homes and assisted living facilities during this time.  

Graduating Seniors Note 
Congratulations to our 2020 graduating seniors; Anna Browning, Russell Clark, Lofton Dawkins, Hannah Garcia and 
Chloe Thompson. We are very proud of them and all of their accomplishments! We are excited about                      
celebrating  this milestone in their lives! An insert will be included in this newsletter recognizing each of them. Tables 
spotlighting each senior along with individual gift baskets will be placed in the fellowship hall. Gifts may be brought 
by the office. Envelopes may also be placed in the drop box. All gifts will be placed in the appropriate baskets. The 
seniors will also be receiving a keepsake DVD and gifts from the church. The tables will remain in the fellowship hall 
throughout the month of May. May God bless them as they begin this new chapter in their lives! "May the love and 
favor of the Lord Jesus Christ rest upon you."  1 Corinthians 16:23  

Chimes at 12:00 noon and First Kids Live at 3:00 
Please continue listening to and enjoying the Carillon Chimes played by our Director of Music Ministries, 
David Ethridge, each day. The concerts begin at 12:00 noon on Facebook Live on our church’s page every 
day and last approximately 20 minutes. It is a wonderful blessing and we encourage you to tune in! First 
Kids is also going live on Facebook (@FOFirstKids). Holly Newman is doing virtual lessons for the children 
on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. She is doing a wonderful job. Be sure to give it a watch! 
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Memorials and Honorariums 

 
Memorials 

 
Billy Gaither Special Needs in Memory of: 

Jean Oliver by Mrs. Susan Wright 

 

Cole Garrett Scholarship Fund in Memory 

of: Ruby Medley by Mr. and Mrs. Frank     
Garrett 

 

Communion Fund in Memory of: 

Dale Berry by Mr. Earl Hyers 

Dale Berry, Merle Carroll, and Ruby   

Medley by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Potts 

 

General Fund in Memory of: 

Ruby Medley by Mr. and Mrs. Grady         

Carrington 

 

Meditation Garden Fund in Memory of: 

Ruth Clouse by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Eldridge 

Brent Borer by Mr. and Mrs. Barre Borer 

Ruth Clouse by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Potts 

 

Honorariums 
 

Communion Fund in Honor of: 

Billy Gaither by Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Smith 

 

Family Life Center in Honor of: 

Pam Lopez by Mr. Ray Lopez 

 

General Fund in Honor of: 

April Thrower, Gail Bankston, Delaney 

Sumlar, Vivienne Shillabeer, Jackson 

Sneed, and Jason and Stella Difilippo by 

Mr. and Mrs. Grady Carrington 

Ashley Moates, Gabe Lopez, Samantha 

Adams, Patty Fenn, and Angie Ganey by 

Mr. and Mrs. Grady Carrington 

 

Music Fund in Honor of: 

Martha Overstreet, Sara Carroll, and Jean 

Beverly by Mrs. Susan Wright 

 

 

*Special note regarding Communion: 
We encourage you to participate with 
us in a virtual Communion on Sunday, 
May 3.  Using your own sacraments 
(bread and juice), follow along with us 
online or on the radio.  

Birthdays 

 

www.firstozark.org 

May 1 - May 14 

5/1: Teck Matthews   5/4: Martha Overstreet   5/6: Ben Baker, 
Lauren Hohbach  5/7: Ray Collins  5/8: Nick Cummings   5/10: 
Gene Allred, Philip Thompson, Katie Cluck   5/11: Lynn Carrington, 
Jim Boynton, Jill Owen   5/12: Jim Harris   5/13: Cecilia               
Williamson, Holton Smith, Christi Johnson   5/14: Ian Butler 

Communion Liturgy 
(for Sunday, May 3) 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image 

and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, 
made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

and spoke to us through the prophets. 
And so, 

with your people on earth 

and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 

Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 

when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with 

sinners. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrec-

tion 
you gave birth to your Church, 

delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant 

by water and the Spirit. 

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be 
with us always, in the power of your Word and 

Holy Spirit. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 

he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, 

gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me."  
 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 

said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me."  
And so, 

in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.                 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 
again.                                                                           

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood.                                             
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

one with each other, 
and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory 
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.           

Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 


