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Newsletter October 
 

 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal pur-
pose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.     Ephesians 3:10-11      

 

     Are you looking for meaning and purpose in your life? I sort of always am. This bit of Bible intrigues 
me as I continually search. Money doesn’t do it, power, accomplishments, etc. This is a reminder that God 
was up to something from the beginning, before time began. God has always intended to display God’s 
glorious self. I read the rulers and authorities as spiritual opponents of God, rebels against God, even blas-
phemers, demons and the devil himself. 
 
     What I don’t get is: why the Church? God beats devil in rock/paper/scissors, right? Why leave it up to 
such an imperfect, limited, inconsistent partner as the Church? Why not just do the thing (better) Godself? 
How could we ever be a worthy vessel for this initiative? 
 
     During our season of stewardship reflection, we’re thinking about what it means to be faithful Chris-
tians and why church? Dave Meyer kicked off our reflection from Ephesians 2: we are God’s workman-
ship, created for good works in Christ. Each of us might find meaning in good works. In the year ahead we 
might try a little harder, do a little more. But Ephesians doesn’t stop there. Keep reading, through all of 
chapter 3. 
 
     All along, God intended the Church. Jesus came to earth to die for our sins and to establish the Church. 
God raised him from the dead to conquer death, offer hope to the faithful and call together some to start the 
Church. Before Jesus left earth, he told his first disciples to get out of the company of eyewitnesses, which 
would die off in a generation, and go throughout the earth establishing the Church. Because the eternal 
purpose of God becomes a present intent for the Church 
 
     Whatever commitment you make to attend worship, join a small group, or give money to support the 
ministries of B1, I hope that this season you will accept the role of display case for the manifold wisdom of 
God (how’s that for meaning?) and that in the days to come you will grasp in new ways the height, depth 
and extent of the love and power of God for us and our community. 
 
 
 
See you in church,               
 
(Pastor) Jim  
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Where is there need? Many times after the 

holidays we tend to think that those in need do not 
require assistance any longer.  But there is still many 
opportunities for you to give of your time and 
resources.  Just a few are listed below. 
Altar Flowers—We still some fall/winter spots to sign 
up for.   
Gifts From the Heart—what better way to give back to 
your community.  Coming in November.   
Salvation Army Bell Ringing—Sign ups will start soon.  
What an awesome way to see and speak to our 
community. 
Sign up to help with Feed My Starving Children 
Mobile Event—Sign up to help pack meals to knock 
out childhood hunger.   

October Food Collection—bring items in by October 
6th 

Children’s Ministry—Deacon Sharon is always looking 

for extra hands.   

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-
tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact Deacon Danice  at 815-509-9445 or 

danice.loveridge@gmail.com for more information.  

 

If you have a prayer 
request, please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-
403-9677 or the Church 

office at 815-544-3479.    

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

Stewardship Celebration 

(free) Breakfast 

Sunday, October 20th, 

10:30am following ser-

vice. 

Please plan on joining us 

as we celebrate our mis-

sion of Free to Love. 

We’ll save you a seat. 
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“If you judge people, you have 
no time to love them.” 

Mother Theresa 

Confirmation @ B1st UMC! 

Our confirmation program is for older middle school youth and up!  Class typically meets twice a month on 

Sunday afternoons from 4:00-5:40pm in the Moses/Esther classroom.  At 5:40, we’ll break for dinner,  

provided by the families of students. 

 

If you have questions regarding confirmation, please contact Deacon Sharon at the church office! 

Our October schedule is as follows: 

**Sunday, October 13—“Who is God and Who are We?” 

**please note that our class will meet from 12:00-2:00pm on this date. 

Sunday, October 27—“Prayer: Talking and Listening with God” 

It’s getting to be that 

time of year again! 
See Jody Simross later this 

month to sign up for  

Salvation Army Bell Ringing. She will be 

located in the gathering area with the 

sheet.  Our date is December 14th. 

Thank you! 

 

ALL CHURCH MISSION PROJECT! 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 12 as we team up with Immanuel Lutheran to 

tackle childhood hunger through  

Feed My Starving Children! 

Every fall Immanuel Lutheran hosts an FMSC mobile event right here in Belvidere!   

Space is limited,  sign-up sheets are in the gathering area now, DON’T HESITATE!   

Children, youth, and adults of all ages and mobility can help.  QUESTIONS?  Please contact Deacon Sharon. 

This is a great mission and a great opportunity to work together as a faith community with your neighbors, 

so be on the lookout for those sign-up sheets and join us this fall as we feed hope to hungry children in our 

world. 

Ladies October Meetings 

 

October 1—UMW Board Meeting 

10AM 

October 15—Esther Circle 1PM 

October 16—Sunshine Circle 9AM 

October 29—Making pies for Bazaar 

November 1—Bazaar 
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Archives Material Needed 

I have been working on the archives, sorting, filing, and 
arranging the Archive Room for easy reference.  However, 
we are missing material that is pre-1975.  Certainly there 
are confirmation, baptism, Sunday school documents 
hidden in your back rooms.  If you have minutes from 
various Sunday school classes, special ministries, mission 
trips, etc. even from more recent years, please bring them 
too.  All items that will fill out our church history are 
welcome.  If you wish to donate them, please drop the 
items off at the office, or if small enough – my mail box.   

Thank you,  

Karen Neibarger 

                  CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, 
help and healing for a variety of topics that impact 
everyday lives at a very personal level. They for 
free to those who are hurting and in need of 

them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing 
with Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, 
Dementia and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, 
and adults. 
Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of 
the office. 

October 27 is Children’s  

Sabbath! 

Join us for this special Sunday in worship as we honor 

the children in our congregation and community, lift up 

the needs of children locally and globally, and give 

thanks to God for their witness of Christ’s love and faith, 

praying that we can become like them, as Jesus reminds 

us. Our children will share their gift of music during the 

service, as well as help with leading worship.  

Coming Wednesday, December 11: 

“GOOD NEWS!” 

 A Children’s Christmas Drama  

 

Rehearsals taking place on Wednesday 

evenings beginning in November, a part 

of TGIW Kids Club. 
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                   Visiting Team Is Seeking Members 

Our church has an active visiting team that visits many people every 
month who are otherwise unable to come to church. We see those in the 
hospitals, rehab centers, nursing homes, or at home. There are only a few 
members of the team who bring communion and other items from 
worship to those we visit. We are looking for new team members and 
a team leader. 

If you are interested in joining this team, or if you know of other persons who we should be visiting, 
please contact Jeanette Gardner or Gary Turner. 

The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a three day short course in 
Christianity. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is revealed to you through other 
believers. The Walk to Emmaus experience begins with the prayerful discernment and invitation from a sponsor.   After one 
accepts this invitation they complete an application. The Emmaus leaders prayerfully consider each applicant and in God’s 
time, the person is invited to attend a three-day experience of New Testament Christianity as a lifestyle. Following the three-
day experience, participants are joined in small groups to support each other in their ongoing walk with Christ. Through the 
formational process of accountable discipleship in small groups and participation in the Emmaus community, each participant’s 
individual gifts and servant-leadership skills are developed for use in the local church and its mission.  Participants are encour-
aged to find ways to live out their individual call to discipleship in their home, church, and community.  The objective of Em-
maus is to inspire, challenge, and equip the local church members for Christian action in their homes, churches, communities 
and places of work.  Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with oth-
ers.                                                                                              

For more information or to register for a Walk to Emmaus event go to 

http://www.nil-emmaus.org, see the brochure rack, or contact Pastor 

Jim or Deacon Danice. The next Walk to Emmaus events are at 

 Bishop Lane Retreat Center, Rockford, IL Women's Walk – 

October 3 (evening)- October 6, 2019  

            Sunday, October 27 is TRUNK-or-Treat! 
Theme: “Storybook Heroes” 

The event begins at 2:00pm! We’re having a theme this year: “STORYBOOK HEROES”—

dress your vehicle up after a favorite book, bring some goodies, and come prepared to 

serve all the little beasts and ghouls in this family-friendly Halloween event!  You don’t have 

to have a young child to participate!  ALL church members are encouraged to attend and 

get in on the fun!  There will also be some games and activities and a prize for “best trunk”!  

Children are encouraged to come in costume (and adults can wear them too if they’d like).  

In case of inclement weather, “Trunk-or-Treat” will take place in Perry Hall. 
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FAMILY ACTIVITY: 

Want to try something new with your pumpkin this Halloween?  Consider making a 

“Christian jack-o-lantern” as a way to share your faith with all the people who will be coming 

to your door on Halloween night. 

In the days of the early church, Christians shared their faith by drawing symbols.  One such 

symbol was the fish!  Today, we still see the fish as a symbol for our faith, as well as the cross, 

and even hearts are symbols, reminding us of God’s love for us, and the love Jesus com-

mands we show to our neighbors.   

If you Google “Christian pumpkin”, you’ll find all sorts of decorating ideas.  But one classic is 

this: two hearts for eyes, a cross for a nose, and the fish for the mouth.  And when you place 

the candle inside, you’re reminded how God’s light fills us, and how we need to share that 

light with the world.  No matter how dark things may seem, 

the light and love of Jesus is there to comfort and guide our 

path. 

So this Halloween, besides sharing delicious candy, consider 

also finding unique, special ways to share God’s love with oth-

ers! 

Check out what’s happening @ TGIW Kids Club this month! 

UNIT TWO:  

“The Story of Ruth”  
(Oct. 9 – Oct. 23) 

Ruth is an important figure in Old Testament history!  
Her story is one of faith overcoming difficult times and showing love 

and loyalty to God and family. 

Be sure to check out our TGIW Kids Club bulletin board in the Education Wing for more 

info! 
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Money Matters     ~Sue Meyer 

The falling of the leaves is one of the most anticipated elements of the fall season. But the Bible 

reminds us that our spiritual lives do not need to wither and fall because they are connected to a 

Source of Life. 

Psalm 1:1-3 

1 How happy is the man 

who does not follow the advice of the wicked 

or take the path of sinners 

or join a group of mockers! 
2 Instead, his delight is in the Lord’s instruction, 

and he meditates on it day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted beside streams of water 

that bears its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 

 

 

August Year-to-Date  

Income 43,721.99 238,185.07 Annual Apportionment  43,980.00

Expenses 33,959.58 254,732.99         Apportionment paid to date 25,572.89

Surplus (9,128.77) (16,547.92) Mortgage principal balance (as of 8/16/2019) $279,604.02

 

 Total to Date $116,195.77

Mortgage Principal 11912.00 Mortgage Principal  $94,708.06

Local Missions 2978.00 Missions  $21,487.71

2019 Financial Information

Paid in Full Free to Love Campaign Contributions

August

Calling all youth and parents of youth who are interested in going on 

Appalachia Service Project in 2020!  

There will be a special “info meeting” for youth and their families during the Sunday school hour on 

 October 27 (10:15am) in the Omega Classroom (aka the “couch room”). Information about upcoming 

fundraisers, participation meetings, registration and deposits will be given. Even if you are an ASP veter-

an, please consider coming to this important meeting! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+1&version=HCSB
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B1 Missions on the Move 

Monthly update from your Missions Team 

 What have we done? 

UMW donation of $200 for D100 students in need of shoes; 4 district students served 

Socks and underwear donations for Empower Boone...totals to come 

A look ahead… 

 Perry Elementary:  

 Mercy Health Mobile Care Unit for students in need of school physicals...Free service on  
           Oct. 9th 

 Northern Illinois Food Bank (NIFB) partnership: pending; will support future food    
           supplement for low-income families 

 Further discussions with Perry Principal for needs 

 Continuing shoe purchases for students in need 

 **October collection: Non-perishable food collection for local needs 

 **Feed My Starving Children: Belvidere Immanuel Lutheran mobile pack Oct. 12th  

 **Gifts from the Heart: Early December 

 **Salvation Army Bell Ringing: Dec. 14th 

**Your help is needed 

Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community? Questions? 

Contact: Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 815/670-6173 

SN@C in October! 

Join us for a “spooktacular” month of fellowship, fun, and service!  Make sure your calendar is free on these evenings! 

Sunday, Oct. 13, 2:40 – 4:00pm** 

“Laser Quest Adventure” 

It’s Columbus Day weekend and Laser Quest is offering a special 2-for-the-price-of-1 deal! So join us on Sunday after-

noon at 2:40pm for our instructions before our 2-game session! We’ll meet and pick-up at Laser Quest in Rockford (off 

of Mulford Rd, near the Giordano’s). Cost: $10 

HEY! If you sign-up to help at Empower Boone Food Pantry on Columbus Day (Oct. 14), you only pay $3 for laser tag! 

Space is limited, so it’s first come, first serve!  

**Monday, Oct. 14, 10:30am – 2:30pm** 

“Stocking Shelves @ Empower Boone Food Pantry” 
School might be out, but hunger never takes a day off.  Join us in helping the hungry in Boone County by restocking 

the shelves at the food pantry!  BRING A SACK LUNCH WITH YOU! We’ll meet at the church at 10:30am, drive to the 

pantry and work for several hours, before coming back around 2:30pm.   

**PARENTS** can you help with driving?  Contact Deacon Sharon and let her know! 

Sunday, Oct. 20, 4:30-7:30pm** 

“It’s a Great Pumpkin Party, Charlie Brown!” 
Join us at a special meeting time (4:30pm); we’ll travel up to The Pumpkin Patch in Caledonia, where you will SELECT a 

pumpkin of your choice to bring back to carve! We’ll provide the carving tools (as well as some dinner) for this special 

event; bring cash to pay for your pumpkin (and any other goodies you’d like!). 

Saturday, Oct. 26, times TBA 

“A Haunting We Will Go” 

Let’s gather at a special day and time (Saturday, Oct. 26) for some pre-Halloween spooky fun! STAY TUNED FOR DE-

TAILS! 
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Help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. 
GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support group designed to help you rebuild your life.  We know it 
hurts, and we want to help. 
 
There will be two 13 week programs this fall: 
 
Tuesday’s, beginning September 3, 2019 

6:45 pm - 8:45 pm 

 
Thursday’s, beginning September 26, 2019 

10:00 am-12:00 pm 

 
Belvidere First UMC  
610 Bonus Ave, Belvidere, IL  
815-544-3479 

 
To register, contact church office, or: 
For Tuesday evenings; Rev. Danice (danice.loveridge@gmail.com), 815-509-9445 

For Thursday mornings; Peggy (pegwolf@gmail.com), 815-494-2920 

mailto:danice.loveirgde@gmail.com
mailto:pegwolf@gmail.com
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October 2—Salisbury Steak 

October 9—Taco Bake 

October 16—Pork Chops 

October 23—Spaghetti 

October 30—No meal, Bazar Week 

*5:00-6:00 pm in Perry Hall, $5.00 includes entrée, vegetable, fruit, dessert, and drink.  

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May 

First United Methodist 
Church  

610 Bonus Ave 
Belvidere,  IL 61008 

 
 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

find us on the web @ fumcbelvidere.org 

 

 


