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May Newsletter 

 
 

It is the spring of the year, the time when the minds of young and old turn to. . .the Boone County Fair. 
 
Not a spiritual tome this month, but very much the life of our church family. Organizing efforts have be-
gun. Jesus told us never to build a tower, go to war or follow Him without counting the cost. I’m sure the 
Fair falls somewhere in that broad description. 
 
In the two years since we helped staff the Fair, some of our most faithful servants have entered their rest or 
become unable to perform their accustomed roles. I’m confident that we have plenty of human resources, 
but want to make sure we serve according to our gifts and availability, and that all needs are met. 
 
Our greatest change will be in the area of cart drivers. These servants are guided by walkie talkie to deliver 
water and sandwiches, replenish supplies of tickets and change bills for smaller denominations, and re-
ceive partial deposits to carry back to the control room. Knowledge of the fairgrounds is helpful, a level 
head and good judgment are important. Shifts are morning, afternoon and evening and the evening shift 
helps to close the fairgrounds. Of 17 shifts from 2019 we only seem to have 4 covered to start. 
 
Our responsibility for selling admission tickets at the 5 gates will be slightly reduced, from 84 shifts to 76. 
We have 73 returning servant-shifts, so I’m confident we will cover the need. Signup sheets won’t be post-
ed for another month. If anyone who used to volunteer regularly feels unable to do so, feel free to contact 
me or the church office and be assured that we’ll be able to find others to manage the shifts in question. 
 
Finally, the Fair would benefit from help in the control office. A large part of the work is counting, recon-
ciling and recording the cash revenues and preparing deposits. The volume of work increases through the 
day, so help is most valuable in the afternoon and evening, including closing down at 11:00 p.m. Anyone 
interested in more information about this opportunity for service to our church and community could let 
me know and I’ll be glad to track down the info or make the appropriate introductions. 
 
It is a joy to look forward to the fair, but like most things in life, we can only enjoy the things we support 
with our effort and resources. First Church has been trusted to be a central part of the volunteer team that 
makes our Fair possible. Please join me in responding to this trust in a way that honors God and serves our 
neighbors. 
 
 
See you in church,               
 
Pastor Jim  
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Where is there need? Our church is ready to make a change in our 
church and  community.  Some of the opportunities are listed 
below.   
Repairing the Serenity Garden water sculpture.—I personally 
(Debbi B) will pay for the renovation if someone can repair it.  It is 
such a beautiful fountain.  It has some electrical problem, possibly 
the outlet that seems to be in a bad area for water drainage from 
the roof.   
Weeding—Yes the weeds have already started around our church, 
they are a study variety!  If someone would like to take charge of a 
weeding group (Mike & Beth Bruha did it in the past), that would be 
wonderful.  Don’t take it on yourself, we have many great 
volunteers that  would be willing to help out.  I believe once a week, 
or even once every other week,  would be enough. We do have 
scouts that meet here that I am sure would also help out.   
Be a VBS angel this summer!—Starting in May, you can help our 
Vacation Bible School ministry by taking an envelope outside the 
sanctuary, and filling it with the marked monetary donation amount 
and dropping it off in the church offering plate on Sunday mornings, 
or in the church office during office hours. This is very similar to our 
ASP Hearts mission, so if you’ve participated in that in the past, 
you’ll know what to do! Please turn in your envelopes before or by 
Sunday, June 27—thank you!  

Hospitality Team (Greeters) 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-
tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact the church office at 815-544-3479 for 
more information. 

 

 
 
 

If you have a prayer 
request, please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-
403-9677 or the Church 
office at 815-544-3479.    

Altar Flowers 
 

There are 
 plenty of open 

spots on the calen-
dar if you would 
like to bring altar 
flowers in 2021.  

Sign up in the gath-
ering area, or by 
contacting the 
church office. 

Flowers can be tak-
en home after the 
service or picked 
up in the office.   

 

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 
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I wish to thank everyone for 
their thoughts and prayers 
during my hospital stay  a 
while ago.   

 Mary Cordray 

God bless you all 

 

 

 

 

 

The church office will be closed  
Monday, May 31st 
In observance of  

Memorial day 

National Day of Prayer  
 

On Thursday, May 6, at 12:00 
noon there will be a gathering in 
Big Thunder Park to observe Na-
tional Day of Prayer. There are no 
scheduled speakers or presenta-
tions, just Christians from around 
Belvidere and Boone County who 
will pray for our community, state 
and nation. Feel free to join broth-
ers and sisters from around our 
community as we thank God for 
the grace we have re-
ceived and cry out for 
deliverance. Contact 
Pastor Jim for details. 

Empty/dried up markers, dryer erase markers, 

and highlighters 

Please save these items and place in the blue bin 

in the gathering area.  Perry School is recycling 

them, and they get new ones for those they turn 

in. They can use any brand. 

 

 

 

The family of JoAnne Emry is planning a  

Celebration of Life Ceremony at First United  

Methodist church on Saturday July 24th  

beginning at 11AM. More information will  

be in the June and July Couriers. 

 

Beacon, our VBS mascot is looking for vol-

unteers to help with VBS this summer! 

What makes a good VBS successful? The volunteers 

who bring their servant’s heart to this wonderful min-

istry. We’re always in need of people to help out, from 

classroom assistants, to registration operators, to 

youth runners, to cleaning helpers (making sure every-

thing stays nice and sanitized!)  If you feel the Lord 

nudging you to get involved (and you know he 

is), then please reach out and contact Deacon 

Sharon! 
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RFKC Fundraiser 

On Saturday, May 22, Royal Family 
Kids Camp will be hosting a picnic and 
concert!  Starting at 5:30, behind the 
church, you'll be able to get a hot dog, 
burger, chips......all the good stuff for a 

picnic!  At 6:30, Dan Holmes will be giving an outdoor 
concert.  Bring a blanket or lawn chairs and some friends.  The 
cost of the evening?  Make a donation!!!  No tickets needed, but 
the kids need your support!   Come for the picnic.  Stay for the 
music.  Give for the kids!!  

                     CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help 
and healing for a variety of topics that impact everyday 
lives at a very personal level. They for free to those 
who are hurting and in need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with 
Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, Dementia 
and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults. 

Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the 
office. 

May Greeter Schedule 

May 2    Sandra Fidder 

May 9    Mary Cordray 

May 16  Sue Holmes  

               Kay Walters 

May 23  Lucy Capitosti 

May 30   Ann Turner 

                Amy Miller 

May Ushers 

Craig Lawler 

Jill Lawler 

Jeanette Gardner 

Max Gardner 

Sunday May 9th 

FUMC HAS T-SHIRTS!!!! 

Yes, we have T-shirts for you to purchase in the 

church office or during church 

sponsored events. Wear your shirt out in public to 

promote where you praise and play!  You can 

even wear them to church! 

Proudly adorn yourself with one of these unique 

garments while representing FUMC at our internal and external 

fundraising events, charity activities or youth outings. 

Sizes Small-XXL Still ONLY $7.00 each !!!! 

Youth Sunday school, meeting on the 4th Sunday of the month—it is our hope 

to resume meeting once a month, in-person on the 4th Sunday of the month (which is 

May 23). This is for middle school & high school students.  Depending on the 

weather, we will either meet in the Moses/Esther rooms or outside, from 10:15 – 

11:30am.   
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 Visitation Team  

"If I can do some good today, 

If I can serve along life's way,  

If I can something helpful say, 

     Lord, show me how 

If I can right a human wrong,  

     If I can help to make one strong, 

     If I can cheer with smile or song, 

                                     Lord, show me how. 

                                If I can aid one in distress, 

                                If I can make a burden less, 

                                If I can spread more happiness, 

                                     Lord, show me how." 

                                                            by Grenville Kleiser 

As restrictions and social isolation from the pandemic are reduced, 
we now have more freedom to interact with one another. Use this 
opportunity to serve, help and spread more happiness.  We are 
called to a life of service. The Apostle Paul urges us "...lead a 
life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. Be 
humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for 
each other's faults because of your love." Eph. 4:1b-2. 

Our community needs us to patiently love one another.  

If you are aware of someone to whom the church could be ministering and 
visiting, please call the church office at (815)544-3479. 

 

The Visitation Team 

Ann, Jeanette, Joanne, Janet, Linda, Mary Lou and Peggy 

ATTENTION  

UP-COMING  

GRADUATES! 
We want to honor YOU in 
May! High school, college, 

grad/career/training school, 
WE WANT TO CELEBRATE 

YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS! Con-
tact the church office with the 
name of your grad and where 
they are graduating from (and 
if you know, the degree they 
are earning). We will honor 

our grads on Sunday, May 16 
in worship! 

 
 
 

UMW Board Meeting 

May 4th                          10AM 

Perry Hall  
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B1 Missions on the Move 
Monthly update from your Missions Team 

Missions in Progress 

 Mobile Food Pantry Volunteer Opportunity - We sponsored a NIFB Food Truck distribution on 
Wednesday, April 14 at Belvidere South Middle School. Nearly 150 families were served, feeding 
about 600 people.  Thank you to our volunteers! 

 Seeds of Kindness -  On April 18th we visited our River Bend neighbors and invited them to join 
us in supporting the Baby Bank with donations of diapers and wipes.  As we write this we have yet to 
see how many items we will collect when we return on April 25, but we are hopeful that our vehicles 
will be filled to the brim!  

 Showing of “Resilience” movie at B1 - This was canceled in March, 2020 because of the pan-
demic.  We are planning to reschedule a viewing of this eye-opening documentary about the long 
term effects of childhood trauma and adversity.  

 
Are you looking for a way to personally help someone in need?  One Body Collaboratives partners 
with Meet the Need Ministries to help families and individuals in the community. All needs have been veri-
fied by local churches or agencies that posted the need.  You can view the needs by clicking the link 
here. More opportunities to donate gift cards with Meet the Need. www.onebodycollaboratives.org  

A look ahead 

 Ongoing Diaper Ministry: We are continuing to collect size 4, 5, and 6 diapers and wipes for the 
Belvidere Baby Bank. Donations can be left at the church (inside the main entrance). 

 Monthly Missions Themes: The May/June theme is Thank God for Kids. Check out the bulletin 
board in the Narthex for ways to support Vacation Bible School. 

 
Next Missions Team meeting: Electronic meetings are scheduled every third Monday at 6:30pm 

Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community? Questions? 
Join a Missions Team meeting or contact:  

Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 815/670-6173 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
THANK YOU to all the teachers, students, and parents who have helped make Sunday school possible this year. It 

was not typical, but I’m very proud of the work that was done by both volunteers and participants in making it hap-

pen! 

Come and celebrate our last Sunday school class of the 2020/2021 school year on MOTHER’S DAY (Sunday, May 

9) from 10:15-11:30am! Not only will we do something special for moms, but we’ll also celebrate the story of Pente-

cost, the birthday of the church!  

Sunday school will be taking a break this summer, but we are very hopeful that come September, we will be back to 

meeting in-person and on a more regular basis. 

Once again, thank you to our wonderful teachers who helped make this happen: 

*Jane Abernathy    *Ruth Bower  *Ronn Gordon  *Lora Hoffman  *Donna Keegan (our wonderful ZOOM teacher!)  

http://meettheneed.org/search/113310#/list?distance=50&near=61111
http://meettheneed.org/search/113310#/list?distance=50&near=61111
https://www.onebodycollaboratives.org/index.php/compassionate-impacts/view-community-needs-here
http://www.onebodycollaboratives.org
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Discipleship Dialogue with Deacon Sharon 

 
The Sunday after Easter, Pastor Jim began a new preaching series on biblical festivals. Being the nerd that I am, I was excited 
when he told me about this new series! Some of the festivals I was semi-familiar with, and some I had very little knowledge on. 
But one thing that I do love about the Old Testament, is knowing and remembering that this was the Bible that Jesus himself 
studied. Which also means that these specific festivals were ones that Jesus himself celebrated.  

As I write this, we’ve already heard two sermons about the Sabbath (the Sabbath day and the Sabbath year) as well as Sukkot, 
the Festival of Booths or Tabernacles. I wonder if some of the Jewish traditions that are used today, were also used back when 
Jesus was a boy? Did Mary light Sabbath candles at sundown and say the Sabbath prayer as many Jewish matriarchs do today? I 
envision young Jesus observing these rituals and traditions, as well as helping to teach his disciples and others the meaning be-
hind these observations, and how he, the Messiah, has come to fulfill them. Just yesterday we learned about the Festival of 
Booths, and Pastor Jim talked about three generations of Israelites: Egypt, Wilderness, and Promised Land. Jesus, like many be-
fore him, was a part of that “promised land” generation. I imagine him helping Joseph, along with his younger siblings, with 
building their family’s own “booth” for the festival. And we certainly know, according to all four gospels, that Jesus often sought 
“wilderness moments” to pray and contemplate his call to ministry.  

We are in the midst of our own Christian festival, the holiest of Christian festivals: Eastertide! Like Christmas, we often think of 
Easter being a single day, but also like Christmas, that simply isn’t true! Christmastide is a twelve-day long festival. But Eastertide 
is fifty days long! FIFTY! That’s an extra ten to Lent’s forty! And it’s important to remember this, because despite what various 
Hollywood versions of the life and ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus might depict, he didn’t simply “float up to the sky” 
after appearing to his disciples a day or two after his resurrection. Christian tradition teaches that Jesus dwelled on earth for for-
ty days after that first Easter Sunday, that he more or less continued doing what he had been doing prior to his arrest: teaching 
and preaching, performing miracles, and being in fellowship with his friends and followers. He continued traveling around the 
region, appearing before people and showing his wounds, before just as mysteriously disappearing before reappearing else-
where. And on the fortieth day after his resurrection, he ascended into heaven, promising his disciples that a messenger would 
come soon after to guide them on what was next to be done. And ten days after that event, (day fifty if you’ve been paying 
attention) while gathered in an upper room, the Holy Spirit descended upon the friends, followers, and family of Jesus. Tongues 
of fire appeared over their heads, and the gift of tongues filled their voices. We call this day Pentecost, and for Christians, it sym-
bolizes the birthday of the Church.  

But Pentecost was also a Hebrew festival, taking place fifty days after Festival of the Passover. In the Jewish faith, Pentecost is 
known as “The Festival of Weeks”, a spring harvest festival for the first fruits for the farming season. Over the years, I’ve become 
an avid baker, especially PIE! I love baking pie, and I prefer using fresh fruit as opposed to frozen or canned fruit. So I can com-
pletely understand this celebration of the first fruits of the harvest! For rhubarb fans, you know spring is on the way when rhu-
barb finally surfaces in mid-late March, and then in the weeks ahead we begin to see signs for some of our favorite berries. How-
ever, in this day and age when those “first fruits” are readily available year round thanks to factory farms in warmer climates, 
we’ve become spoiled and have lost that sense of “patient anticipation” for when such things will become available. But right 
now, I think we’re getting a taste of that—“forced patience” (which, if we’re honest with ourselves, is met with impatience)—for 
a return to “how things were” pre-pandemic. We’re seeing signs of it here and there, and we know everyone is eager to resume 
certain activities (like the Fair). I imagine this impatience was somewhat similar to that of the disciples, waiting for this mysteri-
ous messenger to show up. For ten days they waited, and I have no doubt that by day three, they were wondering, “when is this 
going to happen?” Of course, their patience was rewarded, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit who led them out into the 
world and guided them as they continued to carry on Jesus’ ministry and helped it take root and grow and bear fruit beyond any-
thing I’m sure they could have originally imagined.  

We’ll be celebrating Pentecost on May 23. It may not have the PR department as Christmas and Easter, or even Advent and Lent, 
but it’s extremely important and worthy of celebration, especially this year. Why? Because while we continue to navigate the 
wilderness (I know, I know, we’re all impatient, but we’re not out of the woods yet!) the fruits of this church, rooted in Christ and 
nourished by the Holy Spirit, are evident within and beyond these walls.  Since the Pandemic began, our church has sponsored 
five food trucks! Our worship ministry has evolved to include ways for people to connect with Christ from the comfort of home, 
which has opened connections with people who have never sat in one of our pews. Missions are thriving, discipleship ministries 
are growing, and perhaps one of the greatest miracles to come out of this entire thing: we may finish this capital campaign EAR-
LY!  

No, we’re not completely done with wandering this wilderness, we need to continue to be resolute with our patience (even if it 
does feel like FOREVER) but those first fruits of this new harvest are more than evident. So continue praying, continue seeking, 
continue waiting, while also allowing the Holy Spirit to transform and guide you. And celebrate—even in the midst of waiting, 
celebrate this new birth. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH FAMILY!  
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                      VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT: 

                      Take a trip to Adventure Island this summer,  

                               and discover God’s great light! 

VBS returns this July with new opportunities for children, age 3 to having completed 5th grade, 
to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ and discover God’s great light! 

Our VBS will run for three nights this summer, Tuesday July 13 – Thursday, July 15, from 6:00 – 
8:00pm. During those evenings, children will sing and dance, hear amazing bible stories, create 
incredible crafts, eat scrumptious snacks, play invigorating games, and witness marvelous sci-
ence experiments! 

VBS registration is now open! You can print and fill out your flyer, or pick one up at the church 
office during business hours (9:00am – 4:00pm) or on Sundays.  

Registration is $5.00 per participant. If paying by check, simply make it out to First UMC Bel-
videre, and write “VBS” on the memo line. 

Upon registration, children will receive a CD copy of our VBS music (one per household), as well 
as an iron-on transfer of our VBS logo that families can make ahead of time for the week! 

Last year’s VBS was made possible thanks to the precautions taken to ensure everyone health 
and safety. We will continue to follow those protocols, with rigorous cleaning, social distancing, 
and asking all participants and volunteers to wear masks (if a mask is needed, we will gladly pro-
vide you with one!) One way to ensure safety is by pre-registration.  Classrooms are set-up with 
space taken into account, which means there are limits to each room.  36 spots available for 
Kindergarten – 5th grade, and 12 for preschool (ages 3 & 4).  

Friends are welcome to attend, but must be registered prior to the registration deadline: June 
30. 

If you have any questions about VBS, please contact Deacon Sharon Rice at the church or by 
email: deacon_sharon@hotmail.com 

Donation hours:  9-3    

Sale hours: 5/12: 8am-7pm   5/13: 8am-5pm  5/14: 8am-11am~~Face masks must be 

worn~~ 
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Money Matters     ~Sue Meyer 

Awesome is God from his sanctuary; the God of Israel – he is the one who gives power and strength to his people.  
Blessed be God!   Psalm 68:35 

Enthusiasm is an interesting word.  It originates from the combination of two Greek words:  “en” and “theos.”  You 
might recognize theos as the Greek word for God.  En is the Greek prefix for “within.  So, enthusiasm literally means 
“God within.”   God is powerfully at work right now in the world.  He is powerfully at work within each of us.  He’s 
out ahead of us, calling us by name, urging us to follow.    
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The TGIW volunteers wish everyone 

a happy safe Memorial Day 

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May 

First United Methodist 
Church  

610 Bonus Ave 
Belvidere,  IL 61008 

 
 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

Find us on the web @fumcbelvidere.org 

 

 


