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Some anniversaries bring more joy than others. This month we mark a year of the COVID-19 pandemic
and resulting public health mitigations. I’m not sure a party is in order.
It seems that we’ve mastered, weighed and personally applied a number of protocols, including sanitizer, mask, distance, drive-through, ZOOM and Amazon. While none of us is in favor, I think we could go
on indefinitely if this is our new normal.
Folks are starting to talk as if there’s an end in sight, with vaccines and cures in place, public health
metrics trending favorably and favorable results after relaxing restrictions on some gatherings, some are
asking how soon it’ll be “over” and others are asking what we have learned.
Churches seem to be near the end of that line. There is understandable caution about significant gathering in person and significant value to on-line worship and meetings. Our survival mechanisms have become new habits. Only occasionally am I asked when I anticipate “normal” worship attendance.
My questions are, now that we’ve made our shift on health practices and navigated limitations on our
lifestyle, how will the Church continue to meet people, invite them to faith, nurture them in the faith, call
out gifts for leadership and ministry and renew the face of the Church? How will we impact every resident
of our town, parish and county with the love of Jesus Christ in a way that invites their response? While our
worship and giving have maintained vitality (with significant flexibility), these other functions of the
church have been largely suspended. Without them, I’m not sure we check all the boxes of being church
today and I’m not sure we will be a church tomorrow. (Metaphorically. We’re good for a lot of tomorrows.
. .for now.)
Let’s start the conversation around where we see open doors for our efforts and how we can find new
ways to and through those doors in the name of Jesus. A colleague was telling me over coffee that the
word of the year is “pivot.” Her church is learning to pivot in a new reality to build a desirable future. I
like the imagery of “pivot.” We remain in the same place, but face a new direction and are able to connect
to new possibilities.
Please drop me a line, give me a call, post on our Facebook page or stop in and suggest ways that we
and our church family can “pivot” to face the good works that God is preparing for us beforehand. I’ve got
some ideas I’ll be posting, writing and describing in the weeks ahead.

See you in church,
Pastor Jim
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January Greeter Schedule

How can I help? There are many areas inside and
outside the church, that need volunteers. There are
many opportunities for you to give of your time and
resources. Just a few are listed below.

March 7—Mary Johnson
March 14—Linda Clair
March 21—Max Newport

Altar Flowers—All of 2021 is up in the gathering area .
Please sign up if you would like to bring altar flowers this
year.

March 28—Lori Neiber

Sign up to help at a Food Pantry—Empower Boone (815569-1571), Miss Carly’s (815-275-9465), B1 Food Pantry
(not FUMC related 815-544-3906).

Steve Heuer

January Ushers

Aaron Heuer
Joanne Wensky

Pray—You do not need to be a part of a formal group to
pray. Lift up your thanks and pray for guidance on how
God can use your talents to serve.

Ruth Bower

ASP Hearts—ASP hearts are hanging up on the message
center next to the sanctuary. Stop by, take one or two and
support this vital mission. Mail them in, or drop them off
at the church office. If you would like me to pull one or
two for you to pick up, let me know ~ Debbi

Please remember your safety is
our priority. If you do not feel
comfortable being at church
yet, please let the office know.
Thank you.

Active Military

If you have a prayer request,
please
contact Gail Majer @ 815-4039677 or the Church office at
815-544-3479.

Do you have a family member serving in the military?
Please contact the Sue Meyer, or Ruth Bower, and let us
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here
is what we need:
Name of active family member and their relation to you
Branch of military
Location serving
Address to send correspondence

Hospitality Team
Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visitors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact the church office at 815-544-3479 for
more information.
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Daylight Savings Time Begins – or, as it’s known
locally, Crabby Preacher Day falls on Sunday, March
14. Set your clocks ahead Saturday night before you
turn in, or at the official time of 2:00 a.m. on Sunday,
then get up and join us in person or via Live Stream
to mock our sleep-deprived pastor. Good clean fun
will be had by all.

Sunday March 14th. Set your clocks
ahead 1 hour Saturday night so you
don’t miss church.

Easter lilies, and Tulips from Pepper Creek Nursery, will grace the sanctuary on Easter morning.
They are $11.00 each. You can drop off your form & money in the church office, or mail to
attention Debbi Bloomingdale.
Last day to order is Sunday March 14th. Don’t forget to take your flowers home after the service.
_____Quantity Lilies
_____Quantity Tulips
Your Name:___________________________________
In memory of__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Empty/dried up markers, dryer erase markers,
and highlighters
Please save these items and place in the blue bin
in the gathering area. Perry School is recycling
them, and they get new ones for those they turn
in. They can use any brand.
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Archives Update
Thank you for the items that have come in for the church archives. Some of these
are on display in the archive case by the Memory Garden windows by the
bookcases. Why not take a look at them sometime? One of the suggestions for
church archives is to have a sample bulletin collection from past years. If you have
a saved a special bulletin from over ten years ago and would like to donate it to the
church, please drop it off in my mailbox. Thanks to Donna and Greg Keegan we
have many of the early pictures framed and ready to be hung up in the archive
room. It’s a 2020 project (continued into 2021)!
Thank you,
Karen Neibarger

CARE NOTES
Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help
and healing for a variety of topics that impact everyday
lives at a very personal level. They for free to those
who are hurting and in need of them.
Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with
Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, Dementia
and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults.
Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the
office.

Board of Ordained Ministry Candidates’ Conference – On Monday and Tuesday the 8th and 9th, Pastor Jim will be with the Northern
Illinois Conference Board of Ordained Ministry (BoOM), interviewing candidates for ordination as deacons and elders in our church. We
will mark the dates in worship, praying for the candidates, that they
may be built up by the experience, for the Board, that they might receive wisdom and discernment for the work, and for our Church, that
we might be built up by the addition of new clergy and the process of
developing and selecting those who offer themselves for ordination.
Please add your prayers, especially for Pastor Jim as he participates
in the work of the Board.

2021 Easter Season
Sunday March 28th Palm Sunday
Thursday April 1st Maundy Thursday
Friday April 2nd Good Friday
Sunday April 4th Easter
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Thank you for
all your
prayers, phone
calls, and cards
while Craig
Woosley was in the
hospital, and after his
passing. It will always be
remembered in our hearts
and minds. We so
appreciate Pastor Jim
reaching out to the whole
family.
David & Joshua Woosley &
families
Jeanette & Max Gardner

FUMC HAS
T-SHIRTS!!!!
Yes, we have T-shirts
for you to purchase in the
church office. Wear your shirt
out in public to promote where
you praise and pray!
Proudly adorn yourself with one
of these unique garments while
representing FUMC at our
internal and external fundraising events, charity activities or
youth outings.
Sizes Small-XXL ONLY $7.00
each !!!!

Visitation Team
"Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart."
Colossians 4:2
During this season of Lent when the church emphasis is on prayer ,
please pray that God will put you in a place of need. There is so much
need today for caring and communication. Sometimes a small,
simple act of love can make a tremendous difference. Pray that God
will direct your thoughts and actions to share his love with others by a
phone call, a card or a visit.
If you are aware of someone to whom the visitation team could be ministering, pleas call the
church office at [815]544-3479.
The Visitation Team, Ann, Jeanette, Joanne, Janet, Linda, Mary Lou and Peggy

B1 Missions on the Move
Monthly update from your Missions Team

Missions in Progress
 Mobile Food Pantry Look for another B1 sponsored mobile food pantry opportunity to volunteer and support our community.
 ASP Hearts - Check out the bulletin board outside the sanctuary to pick up an ASP
Heart. These represent various donation amounts that can be given to support the next youth
trip to Appalachia. There is also an option to donate to ASP with an online gift to the
church. Please return your donation to the church by the end of March.
 Showing of “Resilience” movie at B1 - This was canceled in March, 2020 because of the
pandemic. We are planning to reschedule a viewing of this eye-opening documentary about
the long term effects of childhood trauma and adversity.
Are you looking for a way to personally help someone in need? One Body Collaborative partners with Meet the Need Ministries to help families and individuals in the community. All needs
have been verified by local churches or agencies that posted the need. You can view the needs
by clicking the link here. More opportunities to donate gift cards with Meet the Need.
www.onebodycollaboratives.org
A look ahead
 Ongoing Diaper Ministry: We are continuing to collect size 4, 5, and 6 diapers and
wipes. Donations can be left at the church (inside the main entrance).
 Monthly Missions Themes: The March/April theme is New Life/Seeds of
Kindness. Opportunities to support and reach out to our local community coming soon.
Next Missions Team meeting: Electronic meetings are scheduled every third Monday of the
month at 6:30pm

Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community?
Questions?
Join a Missions Team meeting or contact:
Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 815/670-6173
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Discipleship Dialogue with Deacon Sharon
Last month, I began a new column for The Courier, talking about Discipleship and the ways we can
grow in our discipleship with Jesus. I also mentioned that one of my New Year’s resolutions for 2021 is to
read at least twelve books on discipleship for the coming year. I mentioned one book (Stride: creating a
discipleship pathway for your church by Mike Schreiner & Ken Willard) and talked about its first chapter,
which was focused on prayer as the foundation of discipleship.
The other book I began reading is by a former professor of mine: Teaching the Way of Jesus by Jack L.
Seymour. Dr. Seymour also talks about prayer as the foundation to discipleship, but mentions a second
component: community.
This March will mark the one year anniversary of the pandemic. This entire year we have had to learn
and adapt to our current way of living. Sometimes this has been met with frustration, other times, with
sadness. We have faced the realization that certain things and activities have been taken for granted.
And perhaps that is felt the most in terms of “community”. We miss seeing one another, we miss being
together; we miss the meals, we miss the fellowship, we miss close-quarters of our classes and small
groups. I would even dare say there are those of us who miss gathering for in-person committee
meetings!
But during this time of social-distancing, we have also found ourselves asking…how do we truly define
the understanding of “community”?
I remember a prayer that Ronn Gordon offered one Sunday morning, reminding us of the Early Church,
how the Christians of the 1st century worshipped in their homes out of necessity to the danger of being
exposed under Roman authority. The kitchen, the parlor, the backyard—these served as the church sanctuary. Once again, we find ourselves in a similar situation with our Christian ancestors, and are also reminded that the Church is more than a building. The same is also true for Community.
I also miss the fellowship, the meals, the weekly class meetings, just to name a few; but I have also
learned as I know many of you have as well, that being a community of faith is defined by something
greater than these gatherings. A community of faith is one that is built on love—a love expressed
through prayer and reflected by God. A community of faith is one that calls to check-in on members, that
sends cards and valentines, offers to pick-up groceries, shovel driveways, and create online streaming
worship services so those that are unable to be with us in person, can still be with us. A community of
faith is one that listens to need, that recognizes opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ and provide relief from collecting diapers, to hosting a mobile food pantry, to simply calling the church office and
asking, “Where is there need? What can I do?”
And of course, a community of faith is one that prays; prays for its people, as well as for the many who
live beyond our own community, but whom we recognize as our siblings in Christ and fellow children of
God. In fact, I would dare say that we are more connected to one another through our prayers than any
other fellowship gathering (and I miss those gatherings, don’t get me wrong!) But I do think that’s true; I
do think that this wilderness period in which we have found ourselves in, has reminded us that our
bonds are strong, and our connections can and have withstood the distance.
In many ways, it feels like we’ve been living an entire year in Lent, fasting from all that we once did before the pandemic. Yet I hope and pray, even when this wilderness period passes (and it will)…I hope
that we do not lose our renewed sense and view of community. That we continue to be the Church beyond our building’s walls, and continue to be Community beyond the weekly meal, worship service, and
small group gathering.
This March, let us continue to pray for one another, and seek God’s guidance in being Community.
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Campaign Update
It has been nearly two years since Belvidere First UMC began our Paid in Full, Free to Love
Capital and Mission Campaign. The faithfulness and dedication of the people of Belvidere
First Church continues to be strong. Through this campaign we have been able to provide
a place for children to participate in summer programs at General Mills Park, support local
school programs and feed our community during the current pandemic. We also are on track to pay off our
mortgage by the end of the year. As of January 16th, the principal balance was down to $76,772. Based on
the remaining pledges to the campaign, we anticipate paying off the mortgage later this year. Thank you
for all who have and continue to contribute to this effort. The generosity and faith of the people of Belvidere First ensure that the Good News of Jesus Christ continues to be shared in our community.

Help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and
support group designed to help you rebuild your life. We know it hurts, and we want to help.
Sessions are Thursdays 10AM-12PM Starting March 11, 2021. They will be held in Perry Hall, and
masks are required.
Belvidere First UMC
610 Bonus Ave, Belvidere, IL
815-544-3479
To register, contact church office, or: Donna (djkeegan3@gmail.com ), 224-623-6105

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The teachers have met and decided that for the rest of the 2020/2021 school year, we will continue to meet in our current format: in-person on the 2nd Sunday of the month, and via ZOOM on
our off weeks.
Please join us Sunday, March 14 from 10:15 – 11:30am for Sunday school! Lent is the season in which Christians prepare for the events leading up to Easter! We’ll explore the stories of
that holiest of weeks, including the story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem while the people waved
palm branches and shouted “Hosanna!”
When you arrive, check-in by the Perry Hall entrance on the west side of the church. After a
brief time of music n’ movement, we’ll head to our classes for crafts, bible story, and science experiments! At 11:30am we’ll bring students to you at the main entrance (curbside pick-up for
children!)
Make sure to bring your green or yellow folders with you! You’ll be receiving your next packet
of take-home lessons for the weeks ahead!
Then be sure to join us for ZOOM Sunday school during our off weeks! Here’s our ZOOM
Sunday school schedule:
· Sunday, March 21—3:00pm *or* Thursday, March 25—4:00pm
· Sunday, March 28—3:00pm *or* Thursday, April 8—4:00pm
Students and families can choose between Sundays or Thursdays; we try to keep the schedule
as flexible as possible!
If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Sharon at the church office or via email at
deacon_sharon@hotmail.com
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SN@C in March

SN@C will continue to meet, in-person if possible, virtually all other times. Please be flexible
with the schedule, Deacon Sharon will reach out to families via text and email to attain how best
to meet during this time. Stay tuned and if you have any suggestions on things we can do, virtually or in-person, please do not hesitate to drop her a line! While we still have a ways to go until
spring, the promise of warm weather means more opportunities to meet and gather outdoors!

Youth Sunday school, meeting on the 4th Sunday of the month—it is our hope to resume
meeting once a month, in-person on the 4th Sunday of the month (which is March 28). This is
for middle school & high school students. We will meet in the parlor, from 10:15 – 11:30am.

Coming this Easter season…
2 Great ways to support Appalachia service project
First, thank you for your support through our “Hearts” mission in February. While last year
our ASP mission trip was postponed due to the pandemic, we are hopeful that this summer
we will be able to travel to Kentucky again and offer the love of Christ to the people we
serve.
We have 2 other unique fundraisers coming this spring…one that is tasty, and one that will
leave your neighbors “egg-static”.

(1)aster Pies—our Easter Pie fundraiser is coming back! Call the church office by
March 17 to reserve your pie! Deacon Sharon will also be taking pie orders before
worship, on the first 2 Sundays of March. We’ll be making the pies and freezing them
for you to take home and bake (instructions included). Pick-up dates will be provided
at the time of ordering.
Pie choices are: peach, strawberry-rhubarb, apple, and triple-berry.
(2)“Egg Your Neighbor!”—this goofy fundraiser is meant to put a smile on someone’s
face. We have large, cardboard Easter eggs that we will put in the lawn of a fellow
church member. Those eggs will last for 3 days, before disappearing and going to
someone else’s yard!
$10.00 is all it takes to “egg” someone! The “egging” will begin the week of March 28 and
go all the way to May 23. Once again, contact Deacon Sharon if there’s someone you
would like to “egg” this Easter season
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Money Matters

~Sue Meyer

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 (NSRV)
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If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns within the land
that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. 8 You
should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. 9 Be careful that
you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore
view your needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to the Lord against you,
and you would incur guilt. 10 Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account
the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 11 Since there will never cease
to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor
in your land.”
COVID-19 changed much about how we live, including how we give. It’s been a hard year for many people in our community. Layoffs and shutdowns have affected many people and fueled an increased need for charitable giving. Many
of us have seen the need and been able to increase our charitable giving during the pandemic. In fact, Americans increased their charitable giving over 30% in the first half of 2020. In past years, taxpayers had to itemize in order to
claim charitable deductions. But this year, as part of the CARES Act, you can deduct up to $300 in cash contributions
even if you do not itemize.
Here's how the CARES Act changes deducting charitable contributions made in 2020:
(https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/info-2020/how-to-deduct-2020-charity-donations.html)
Previously, charitable contributions could only be deducted if taxpayers itemized their deductions. However, taxpayers who don't itemize deductions may take a charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash contributions made in 2020
to qualifying organizations. For the purposes of this deduction, qualifying organizations are those that are religious,
charitable, educational, scientific or literary in purpose. The law changed in this area due to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security Act.
If you won't be itemizing your deductions on your 2020 federal tax return, be sure to take advantage of the special
$300 charitable-giving deduction that Congress authorized this spring in response to the pandemic. In 2020, however,
taxpayers who claim the standard deduction also have a chance to deduct charitable donations. The Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act gave taxpayers who take the standard deduction the ability to take an additional above-the-line $300 federal income tax deduction for qualified charitable contributions. The special tax deduction was made to help charities as well as taxpayers. “Our nation's charities are struggling to help those suffering from
COVID-19, and many deserving organizations can use all the help they can get,” IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig said in
a statement. “We encourage people to explore this option to help deserving tax-exempt organizations — and the people and causes they serve."
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First United Methodist
Church
610 Bonus Ave
Belvidere, IL 61008
Pastor Jim Bell

Phone: 815-544-3479
E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5
Friday 9-Noon
After hour emergencies--847-764-6563
Worship 9:00 AM
Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May

Find us on the web @fumcbelvidere.org

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals
Happy St. Patrick’s Day Everyone.
Wednesday night meals will start
back up when it is safe for everyone.
The TGIW Volunteers
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