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The Church: Becoming the Central Square of Our Lives

"How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!" Psalm 133:1 (NIV)

Although I have never been to Europe, I discovered a fascinating characteristic of old European cities while
watching a historical documentary. As you walk through the narrow, complex, and winding alleys-just when
you begin to wonder if you are lost-the view suddenly opens up, and a grand town square (Piazza) appears
before your eyes. There, residents sip coffee, children run around, neighbors greet one another, and the
community gathers to discuss matters big and small. Though the alleys stretch out in completely different
directions, they all ultimately converge at this central square.

During a recent meeting about our church's future ministries, this image of the town square came to my mind.
Even though our church is not physically located in the heart of downtown Belvidere, I dream of our
community becoming a spiritual and cultural “central square” for this region and for the lives of our
congregants.

Last week, we held our very first Town Hall Meeting. It was a precious time to share the direction our church is
moving in, and to listen to the valuable suggestions and questions of our congregation. To some, the challenges
of ministry might feel like a complex maze of alleys, but the conversations we shared that day were beautiful
pathways leading us toward a "healthier community." The feedback and engagement you offered will serve as
the foundation for transforming our church into an even more vibrant town square. (For more details on our
Town Hall recap, please see page 7.)

Now, June is upon us, bringing the official start of summer.

Schools are let out for break, and our college students are making their welcome return home, adding a joyful
bustle to our church square. At the same time, because of summer vacations, we might find ourselves busy with
travel, and parts of our square may feel momentarily empty. Yet, our ministries continue to move forward. In
mid-June, we will host Camp Rock Forward to serve and love foster children. Soon after, at the end of June, our
youth and leaders will head out on the ASP mission trip, blazing a trail of love toward our neighbors.
Furthermore, preparation for July's VBS will bring an extra layer of energy and life to our church.

We will all be busy walking down different alleys of summer activities and schedules. However, every single
one of these steps ultimately leads to the same square: a community united in the love of Jesus Christ.

This summer, amidst our hectic daily routines, I hope you find a place to pause, breathe, and connect at our
church-a community that welcomes you like an open town square. May you find joy in untangling your weary
hearts and walking together in fellowship.

I look forward to seeing you at the square~~Pastor Jay
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Check out these books from our church library in May!

For Kids: The Story of Exodus by Grolier

For Women: Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith by Fortress

For Men: Thus Says the Lord by Abingdon

Parking Lot Repair
When: Monday, June 8" thru June 13

Beginning June 8" our church parking lot
will begin its much-needed update. We ask

that if you visit the church, you use the

entrance closest to the electronic sign, and
park in the spots that are not roped off.

There will be limited spots available. Should
there not be enough spots, please use the
grass area next to the ball diamond. The
work should be done by Sunday service, if
not we will send out more information. Feel
free to contact the church office with
questions.

Our prayer team is
always
ready to pray for you, or
someone you know. If
you have a prayer request,
please
contact Karen Frazer @ 815-985-
7970, visit the church website,
or contact the Church office at
815-544-3479.

Active Military
% Do you have a family member
¢ serving in the military?

Please contact Ruth Bower and let us know
so we can be encouraging and praying for
them. Here is what we need:

e Name of active family member and their

relationship to you
e Branch of military
e Location serving

e Address to send correspondence

nudging you towards this team.

Hospitality Team
Psalm 69:33 The Lord hears the needy and does not despise his captive people.

Would you like to meet and greet visitors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the
place for you. Contact the church office at 815-544-3479 for more information, if you feel God
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Partner with Us in Prayer: 2026 ASP Mission Trip

This summer, our youth and leaders are heading to Letcher County, Kentucky, to serve as the hands and feet
of Jesus through the Appalachia Service Project. As we journey to the K'Y Center to repair homes and share
Christ’s love, we ask for your vital partnership in prayer.

[Mission Dates]

June 27 - July 4, 2026

[Our Mission Team]

Leaders: Pastor Jay Shin, Pastor Paul Bundschuh

Youth: Griffin Wandtke, Reuben Wandtke, Savanna Trevino, Emma Myers, John Gordon, Anne Reints,
Aiden Reints

[Prayer]

Safety & Health: For traveling mercies and safety at the work sites.

Hearts of Service: That our team would serve with humility, unity, and the love of Christ.

The Community: That the families we meet in Letcher County would be encouraged and blessed.

Strength & Weather: For physical stamina in the summer heat and favorable weather conditions for
working.

Spiritual Growth: That this journey would be a season of deep spiritual transformation for our youth and
leaders. Thank you for surrounding our team with your prayers!




Some powerful words from the Bible
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Care Notes
Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help, and0\

healing for a variety of topics that impact everyday lives at a

ery personal level. They are free to those who are hurting and
in need of them.

Topics range from overcoming everyday anziety to dealing with depression,
abuse, grief, financial stress, addictions, dementia, and suicide. There are
booklets for children, teens, and adults. Check out the Care Notes rack in the

main hall just outside the office.

June Greeter Schedule

June 7 Carla Walter

June 14 Wayne & Nancy
Jahn

June 21 Debbie Steinborn

June 28 Carol Rowe

June Ushers
Max Gardner
Curt Newport

Tammie Bahling

Rich Bahling

June Altar
Flowers

June 7 Paul & Allena
Bundschuh

| P
June 14 Linda Lennon

: June 21 Rosemary Spooner
| June 28 Ron & Judy

I Underwood

Debbi Bloomingdale is a
Notary. If you need something
notarized, please call the
church office. This service is
free to church members and
J,

their families.
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UNITED METHODIST MEN

Our next UMM meeting is Saturday, June 20" at
8:30am at Ned’s Diner (US20 & Beaver
Valley). Come for breakfast, fellowship, and a
brief agenda!

I United
- - | Women
I\ in Faith

There will be no Meetings
n June

Luncheon &/2--12pm
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Ministry by, with and for women, supporting spiritual growth individually and in community,
encouraging and recognizing the unique needs that come with life stages.

Adapted from www.resourceumc.org/en/topics/womens-ministry

Please join us for our June 13, 10am, Women's Ministry Gathering.
We will be using our crafting skills to create decorations for VBS, under the loving guidance of
Jane & Lora. You don't need to be a "crafty” person to help. All skill levels are needed. We will
meet in Perry Hall. Please call any of the ministry team with questions, (Karen Frazer, Pam
Rossmiller, Carla Walter, Linda Lennon or Cindy Poulter. We'll save you a seat.
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Visitation Team

"Dear children, let us stop just saying we love each other, let us really show it by our
actions.” 1 John 3:18

During the summer when we are more mobile, let us make an effort to share the love of God with
a smile, friendly word, or an act of kindness. Simple gifts are many times more meaningful and have
rippling effects.

If you know a person who joins us on-line, or if there is someone who would appreciate a visit, please
share that information with a team member. We are striving to be better servants and would appreciate

any input or new ideas you have to share.

"Smile sweetly to someone passing, and it makes their morning glad. It may greet you in the evening
when your own soul is sad. Do a simple deed of kindness; it's effect you may never see-yet, it may flow

like rippling water, down the long road to eternity." Barbara Cagle Ray

The Visitation Team: Linda Clair, Joanie Eastland, Karen McClenthen, Mary Lou Poulter, Rene Worden,

Pastor Jay and Janet Wheeler

SUMMERTIME PANCAKE BREAKFAST!

..

Saturday, July 11
7:30 - 10am in Perry Hall
Proceeds to benefit Adult Missions

Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,
applesauce, and a beverage.

-

$10 Adults // $5 Kids (10 & under)

lm Tickets will be available mid-June from UMM
members or the church office!

UNITED METHODIST MEN




Town Hall meeting

On Sunday, May 17, we filled Perry Hall to hear a recap of the last 6 months in the life of our church
and what we imagined for the next 6 months and beyond. Lay Leader Karen and Ambassador Chair Katie
gave presentations, Pastor Jay led devotions via a cardboard cutout, and resource people from Council,
Finance, Trustees, and our Heritage Woods worship and Community Meal ministries were available for
questions.

Comments, questions and input are organized below and there seems to be interest in doing this again.
Feedback has been forwarded to the appropriate individuals and teams and will be discussed at Council.
Look for another in the fall and please come, listen and contribute.

Finance

Multiuse gym like facility.

Financial training

Fundraisers (popcorn/candy sales)

Trustees

Multiuse gym like facility.

-Concerts

Service projects, locally with youth and adult involvement. Couple examples

Space during worship for elementary-age kids who have aged out of (nursery)
- parents would supervise?

Car show in parking lot with vendors, church info, etc.

Ambassadors

People volunteered for Wednesday dinner.

More Facebook post on other sites about our dinners, etc.

Concerts

Car show in parking lot with vendors, church info, etc.

Publicity for community dinners. Send to "What's Happening in Belvidere?"

Fundraisers (popcorn/candy sales)

Missions

Local service projects, couple examples were given.

Children’s/Youth

Bring back children's Christmas program and choir.

Summer resources for Sunday School kids. Give them ideas or things to do.

Space during worship for elementary-age kids who have aged out of (nursery)
- parents would supervise?

Mentor relationships

Summer programming for kids

Music

Bring back children's Christmas program and choir.

Bring adult choir back

More hymns. put page number.... (which we do).

Men’s singing group

Question about the stats Jim shared; new members attendance, etc.

If we don’t have any, do they make the pastor leave?

Why do we have Ambassadors? And what they do.... we talked a lot about that.
-Is it just to get more people to come...
Questions about why we are at a deficit budget.
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Make plans to join us the first
Wednesday of the month for a free
community dinner. This month
we're serving up broasted chicken.
Then stay for a brief group prayer
time at 6pm. All are welcome!

Belvidere First

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
LOVIN' JESUS (% LOVIN' YOU

fumcbelvidere.org

410 Bonus Avenue
815.544.3479




Money Matters ~Becky Newport

Spiritual Gifts: Serving Through Divine Empowerment

The Concept of Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual gifts, as conferred by the Holy Spirit, are unique abilities granted to believers. These
gifts are intended for the edification of the church and the glorification of God. They are a
manifestation of the Spirit's work in and through believers, enabling them to serve the church
and the world in various capacities.

Biblical lllustrations

The Variety of Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)

This passage in Corinthians elucidates the diversity and purpose of spiritual gifts,
emphasizing their integral role in the Christian community. It highlights that while the gifts
are varied, they are all given by the same Spirit for the common good.

The Gift of Prophecy (Acts 21:9)

The daughters of Philip, who had the gift of prophecy, exemplify the manifestation and
significance of spiritual gifts in the early church. Their ability to prophesy was a clear
demonstration of how spiritual gifts were utilized for edification and guidance within the
Christian community.

2026 Financial Information

April Year-to-Date
Income 37.622.32 139,227.80 Annual Apportionment 54, 140.50
Expenses 43,005.31 210,316.03 Apportionment paid to date 13,852.78
Met Income (Loss) [5,386.959) (71,088.23)

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
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BIBLE
ONLINE
June
Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverbs
O 01 2Samuel 18:1-19:10 lohn 20:1-31 Psalm 119:153-176  Proverbs 16:14-15
O 02 2S5amuel 19:11-20:13 John 21:1-25 Psalm 120:1-7 Proverbs 16:16-17
O 03 2S5amuel 20:14-21:22 Acts 1:1-26 Psalm 121:1-8 Proverbs 16:18
O 04 25amuel 22:1-23:23 Acts 2:1-47 Psalm 122:1-9 Proverbs 16:19-20
O 05 2Samuel23:24-24:25 Acts 3:1-26 Psalm 123:1-4 Proverbs 16:21-23
O 06 1Kings1:1-53 Acts 4:1-37 Psalm 124:1-8 Proverbs 16:24
0O 07 1Kings 2:1-3:2 Acts 5:1-42 Psalm 125:1-5 Proverbs 16:25
O 08 1Kings3:3-4:34 Acts 6:1-15 Pzalm 126:1-6 Proverbs 16:26-27
O 09 1Kings5:1-6:38 Acts 7:1-29 Psalm 127:1-5 Proverbs 16:28-30
0O 10 1Kings7:1-50 Acts 7:30-50 Pzalm 128:1-6 Proverbs 16:31-33
0O 11 1Kings3:1-66 Acts 7:51-8:13 Psalm 129:1-8 Proverbs 17:1
0O 12 1 Kimgs9:1-10:29 Acts B:14-40 Pzalm 130:1-8 Proverbs 17:2-3
0O 13 1Kings11:1-12:19 Acts 9:1-25 Pzalm 131:1-3 Proverbs 17:4-5
0O 14 1Kings12:20-13:34 Acts 9:26-43 Pzalm 132:1-18 Proverbs 17:6
O 15 1Kimgs 14:1-15:24 Acts 10:1-23 Pzalm 133:1-3 Proverbs 17:7-8
O 16 1Kings 15:25-17:24 Acts 10:24-48 Psalm 134:1-3 Proverbs 17:9-11
0O 17 1Kings 18:1-46 Acts 11:1-30 Psalm 135:1-21 Proverbs 17:12-13
0O 18 1Kings19:1-21 Acts 12:1-23 Pzalm 136:1-26 Proverbs 17:14-15
0O 159 1Kings20:1-21:29 Acts 12:24-13:15 Psalm 137:1-9 Proverbs 17:16
O 20 1Kimgs22:1-53 Acts 13:16-41 Pzalm 138:1-8 Proverbs 17:17-18
0O 21 2Kings1:1-2:25 Acts 13:42-14:7 Psalm 139:1-24 Proverbs 17:19-21
0O 22 2Kings 3:1-4:17 Acts 14:8-28 Psalm 140:1-13 Proverbs 17:22
0O 23 2Kings 4:18-5:27 Acts 15:1-35 Pzalm 141:1-10 Proverbs 17:23
0O 24 2Kings6:1-7:20 Acts 15:36-16:15 Psalm 142:1-7 Proverbs 17:24-25
0O 25 2Kings3:1-9:13 Acts 16:16-40 Psalm 143:1-12 Proverbs 17:26
0O 26 2Kings9:14-10:31 Acts 17:1-34 Pzalm 144:1-15 Proverbs 17:27-28
0O 27 2Kings 10:32-12:21 Acts 18:1-22 Psalm 145:1-21 Proverbs 18:1
0O 28 2Kings13:1-14:29 Acts 18:23-19:12 Pzalm 146:1-10 Proverbs 158:2-3
0O 29 2Kings15:1-16:20 Acts 19:13-41 Psalm 147:1-20 Proverbs 18:4-5
0O 30 2Kings17:1-18:12 Acts 20:1-38 Pzalm 148:1-14 Proverbs 158:6-7

One Year® is a regrstersd trademark usad by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

hitp ffwww.oneyearbiblecnline.com
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Phone: 815-544-3479

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-3
Friday 9-12

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563

Worship 9:00 AM

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May

Find us on the web @fumcbelvidere.org

3 tacchook | 3 YouTube

Scan the QR code with
your phone, or Ipad
to go directly to our

website.

If you would like us to
to pray for you, email the
church or scan the QR

code below.




