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June Newsletter 
 
 

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. 1 Corinthians 6:12    

    
     By the time you read this, we’ll be working our way back together. Confirmation will happen in 
church on Sunday, May 31, and in the following weeks we’ll be gradually opening our worship  
services to more folks. We continue to work closely with our Health Department, local officials,  
denomination and area churches to figure out what seems best, without any template to draw from. 
     As we make our way back to full opening, let’s remember the principle in the verse above. We 
enjoy great freedom of conscience as born again Christians. We have assurance that our occasional 
sins are forgiven already. We depend on the unshakeable promise of God’s acceptance of us. Paul 
reminds us that even in our freedom, we are accountable to our church family for how our actions 
affect them. 
     Please follow published health practices. I am convinced that the church is free from civic  
authority, under the Bible and the Constitution. We have the right to do anything. I am also  
convinced that public health officials intend to protect our citizens by describing how we can gather. 
So, maintain a 6’ distance from others. Wear a mask inside the church. Sanitize yourself and  
surfaces you touch. Most importantly, just because you are comfortable under certain circumstances, 
don’t assume that all the saints of God are comfortable. Ask, and where possible, submit to the sense 
of your brother or sister. 
     Please know that virtually every step toward reopening will have been discussed by at least two 
committees. Every precaution will be based on published recommendations and applied by our  
responsible staff and leaders. There will be something you disagree with. Husbands will disagree 
with wives. Praise Team will disagree with Trustees. Everyone will disagree with the pastor. . . 
sooner or later. Please honor the decisions of the church, don’t rejoin until you feel comfortable, 
don’t insist that anyone else participate in ways that make them uncomfortable, and stay connected, 
in love with God and each other.   
      And in every moment where we feel disagreement, resistance or tension, let’s ask for the next 
month or two, “what would be beneficial? What would build up First UMC?” and try to let that 
thought be our guide. 
 
 
See you in church (some day),               
 
(pastor) Jim  
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Where is there need? Many times we tend to forget 
there are many areas inside and outside the church, 
that need volunteers.  There are many opportunities 
for you to give of your time and resources.  Just a few 
are listed below. 
Altar Flowers—We have open spots for those who missed 
their date because of Covid19, if you would like to pick 
another date.  We will start placing  them again, June 21st.  
Join a group, book club, or bible study—What better time 
than the summer.  Many people do not realize their 
potential as a participant, or even a leader. 
Contact the Boone Co Food Pantry( Empower Boone)—
Many families have been struggling with the Covid19 
shelter in place.  We have collected items that were picked 
up and distributed by the pantry in the past, but that has 
stopped for now.  There are other ways you can contribute.  
Please call the pantry to see how you can help, their 
number is 815-569-1571.   
Pray—The power of prayer is an amazing thing!  Think 
about an entire church, nation, or world lifting up each 
other in prayer.  Don’t forget to thank God for everything 
he has given to you while you are praying.   

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-
tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact Deacon Danice  at 815-509-9445 or 

danice.loveridge@gmail.com for more information.  

If you have a prayer 
request, please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-
403-9677 or the Church 

office at 815-544-3479.    

June Greeters 

June 7—Joe & Eunice  

               Beckman 

June 14—Max & Jeanette  

                 Gardner 

June 21—Lori Neiber 

June 28—Max Newport 

The need for greeters is based 

on us returning to in church 

services. 

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 

June Ushers 
Jeanette Gardner 

Max Gardner 
Mike Bruha 
Beth Bruha 

 
The need for ushers is based 

on us returning to in church 

services. 

Thank you for all the 

cards that were sent 

with the passing of my 

sister.  Your 

thoughtfulness was deeply              

appreciated.                   Peggy Wolf  
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In those who are gone, the 
church lives on... 

We are blessed to be able to upgrade our 
audio equipment to meet the system  
requirements for the new 5G frequency 
transmission, with funds from Memorials.  In 
a few weeks, you should start to notice 
better sound quality during our live stream 
(and eventually in person).  The upgrade 
should be done by the end of June.  The 
change was needed as our current system is 

not compatible with the 
tower  upgrades being 
done in the  
area.   

Boone County Fair 

August 11-16 

As of the printing of the courier, 

the Boone County Fair will still 

be taking place.  It may look a little different, 

but many volunteers will still be needed.  Look 

for future information, and put the dates on 

your calendar.  Thank you, Mike & Beth Bruha 

 

 

 

 

 

From the family of 
Bob Clair 

 
Dear Church Friends, 
We can’t thank you enough for 
all your cards and prayers over 
the years for Bob.  Your support 
has helped us through a lot of 
tough times.   
 

Thank you in God’s Love, 
Linda, Cherie & Craig Clair 

Empty/dried up markers, dryer 

erase markers, and highlighters 

Please save these items and 

place in the blue bin in the 

gathering area.  Perry School is 

recycling them, and they get 

new ones for those they turn 

in. They can use any brand. 

 

We proudly announce that Bill Denning has accepted 
the nomination to lead our Finance team as the Chair-
person. This position was recently vacated by Mike 
Loveridge with the announcement that Deacon Danice 
would be leaving our congregation due to her new as-
signment within the Conference. 

Bill has been serving on the Finance team for several 
years were his knowledge and spiritual gifts have ena-
bled our Finance team to continue to keep our financial 
situation at a very acceptable level, even during chal-
lenging times. 

Please join me and our 
Council team in welcoming 
Bill to this leadership role. 

 

Greg Simross, Council Chair 

Drive-thru Communion—10:00AM June 7th (after 
service).  Signs will be in the parking lot to direct 
you.  If you would like delivery to your home, please 
let us know at the church office.  
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Archives Material Needed 

I have been working on the archives, sorting, filing, and arranging the Archive Room 
for easy reference.  However, we are missing material that is pre-1975.  Certainly 
there are confirmation, baptism, Sunday school documents hidden in your back 
rooms.  If you have minutes from various Sunday school classes, special ministries, 
mission trips, etc. even from more recent years, please bring them too.  All items 
that will fill out our church history are welcome.  If you wish to donate them, 
please drop the items off at the office, or if 
small enough – my mail box.   

Thank you,  

Karen Neibarger 

                     CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help 
and healing for a variety of topics that impact everyday 
lives at a very personal level. They for free to those 
who are hurting and in need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with 
Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, Dementia 
and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults. 

Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the 
office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to take this time 
to thank everyone for their con-

tinued financial support 
throughout the stay-at-home 

pandemic.  We look forward to 
the day that we can safely be 

together in worship again. 

Your sister in Christ 

Karen Frazer 

Stewardship Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

SOPHIE TILLEMA!  
1st place high school winner of the 

Northern Illinois Conference’s “What 

does Jesus MEME to me?” contest, 

sponsored by the Discipleship Task-

force. “I chose to use a picture of Rick 

Astley saying that Jesus is never going 

to give you up. I chose to make this 

meme because not only is it a great 

song, but the message is true. Jesus 

never leaves us even at our worst. He 

always is there to guide us back to the 

right path of life. What Jesus means to 

me is indescribable but I am hoping that 

everyone understands why I made this 

specific meme.”  —Sophie  

 
                            Well done 
 
 
 Rosemary Spooner has been Communion 
Steward for First UMC longer than we’ve 
occupied our current building. Rosemary 

and Mary Lou Poulter, along with husbands Gordon and Joe, began 
serving together in our former building and moved our setting from 
the old building to this one. 
     With the change in how we serve Communion under pandemic, 
Rosemary has decided it’s the right time to “retire” from decades of 
service. We’d rather make a fuss over her in worship, and she’d rather 
we not. Guess who prevailed? But she did consent to an expression of 
gratitude in the newsletter and we accepted as the next best thing. 
Please imagine the hundreds of times we’ve celebrated the Sacrament 
with her help and thank Rosemary the next time you see her. And if 
you value Communion and would like to help make it a special expe-
rience for at least a few months into the future, please contact the 
church office or Pastor Jim. No lifetime commitment 
required, but a high regard for the practice of Com-
munion is important.  
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                             Visitation Team  

“And the most important piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love is 
what binds us together in perfect harmony.”  Colossians 3:14 
During this unique time in which we are sheltering and socially distancing, we 
have extra time to focus on God’s word. As stated in  Colossians, love does 
bind us together.  Please join the visitation team in sharing that love with one 
another by prayer, by phone calls and by cards.  Stay in touch with your 
church family.  If you are aware of someone to whom the visitation could be 

ministering, please call the church office at (815)544-3479.                  
                                                         The Visitation Team, Jeanette, Joanne, Janet, Peggy, Ann and Gary 

 
 
 
Help and encouragement after the death of a loved 
one. GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and sup-
port group designed to help you rebuild your 
life.  We know it hurts, and we want to help. 
Belvidere First UMC  
610 Bonus Ave, Belvidere, IL  
815-544-3479 
To register, contact church office, or: Peggy 
(pegwolf@gmail.com), 815-494-2920 

 
We are determining when it will be safe to meet 
again, until then stay safe.  We will let everyone 
know when the sessions start up again.  Thank you 

 Congratulations Eleri, Elliot, & Ripley! 2019/2020 Confirmation Class 
 
On Sunday, May 31 (Pentecost Sunday) we will celebrate and rejoiced with Eleri Barnes, Elliot  

Walton, and Ripley Wandtke as they confirm their Christian faith as disciples of Jesus Christ. The 
service will be streamed live and can be found in the “Live-Stream Archive” section under Media/
Streaming on our church’s website (http://fumcbelvidere.org/) Please consider sending a word of 
welcome and thanksgiving to our newest FUMC members!  

 
Pastor Jan Parsons-Comerford 

 
We have recently been told that Pastor Jan 

will be retiring from active ministry the end 
of June.  They are having a card shower for 
her.  If you would like to send a card, do so 
by June 11th to the address listed below.  It 

is the person collecting the cards for her.  
Thank you 

 
Sue Thelen 

C/O Jan Parsons-Comerford 
39W432 Juliet Dr. 

Elgin, IL 60124   

Summer Reading with Deacon Sharon  

We’ve had a blast with “Bedtime Storytime” this spring, and want to continue that fun during the 

summer!  What are your favorite books? Is there a chapter book or picture book you’d like read 

and shared with our church family? Contact Deacon Sharon via email or by phone: (630)-699-3892 

and continue to join her Monday – Thursday evenings on Facebook! 

mailto:pegwolf@gmail.com
http://fumcbelvidere.org/
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Money Matters     ~Sue Meyer 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight.  And like living 

stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ:  1 Peter 2:4-5 

Soon our church will be gearing up to return to in-person worship.  But for some it may be a while before they feel 

comfortable coming back to the sanctuary for worship. And that’s okay – there will still be our online worship ser-

vices to participate in.  Even though the weekly ritual of getting up on Sunday morning and actually going to the 

church building has temporarily changed to viewing the service from an electronic device, it can still be a sacred 

time.  Let yourself be built into a spiritual house.  Make your worship not a destination but an action.  Create a sa-

cred space by lighting a candle or placing a cross within your view. Put on your Sunday best.  Sing along with the 

hymns.  Earnestly pray.  Focus on the message.  For Christ who found the disciples in a locked upper room, it is not 

a challenge to find you in your living room.  We will still be in worship together even though we are apart.    

 

April Year-to-Date  

Income 28,101.32 136,532.45 Annual Apportionment  43,980.00

Expenses 36,276.62 144,678.74         Apportionment paid to date 12,899.22

Surplus (8,175.30) (8,146.29) Mortgage principal balance (as of 04/16/2020) $183,465.63

Payroll Protection Program 14,133.65 14,133.65  

Net Surplus 5,958.35 5,987.36

 Total to Date $159,054.66

Mortgage Principal 3,440.71      Mortgage Principal  $127,243.71

Local Missions 860.18          Missions  $31,810.95

2020 Financial Information

Paid in Full Free to Love Campaign Contributions

April

THANK YOU to our Sunday School teachers & TGIW Kids Club volunteers 

Even though both Sunday school and TGIW Kids Club suspended in-person gathering earlier this spring, 

we do give thanks to our wonderful teachers and volunteers who helped make the school year fun on 

Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings! Grab your church directory (or contact the church office) 

and send them a word of thanks! 

2019/2020 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  2019/2020 TGIW KIDS CLUB VOLUNTEERS 

Jane Abernathy Janet Tate   Donna Keegan 

Ruth Bower  Peggy Wolf   Dave & Sue Meyer 

Beth Bruha       Bonnie Olson 

Ronn Gordon      Elliot Walton 

Lora Hoffman      Anna Wandtke 

Donna Keegan      Ripley & Terry Wandtke 

Mindy Smith 

Thank you for all your hard work with teaching and leading our young disciples! Hopefully we can gather 

again soon—have a wonderful and safe summer! 
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Vacation Bible School Update! 

VBS will look a little different this summer, but plans are being made to bring our young disciples a fun and 

meaningful opportunity to grow in faith even when “typical circumstances” have changed.  

 

This year’s theme is Cokesbury’s “The Knights of North Castle”, where we learn what it means to “put on 

the armor of God”, thanks to the help of some fabulous volunteers and an orange dragon named Sparky.  

We understand how important Vacation Bible School is for our young people, and we also care very much 

about their safety and the safety of their families. Therefore, our VBS for 2020 has been split into two sepa-

rate weekends: 

Friday, July 24, 6:00-8:00pm & Saturday, July 25, 9:00am – 2:00pm for children who have completed Kin-

dergarten – 5th grade. Pre-packaged snacks and a sandwich lunch will be provided. 

Saturday, August 1, 9:00am – 12:00pm for Preschoolers and Pre-K children. Pre-packaged snacks will be 

provided. 

 

Our wonderful custodial staff have been working hard, giving our classrooms a deep-clean. Students will be 

assigned a room, with appropriate distance measures in place, and station leaders will rotate their activi-

ties. Yes, it will look and feel different, but it can still be fun and meaningful. **ALSO**, for anyone who is 

unable to join us in-person for any reason, please know that a virtual-version of our VBS will be provided 

online! So even if a child cannot physically be there, they can still participate and be a part of our wider 

community! 

 

We know that finances are perhaps a bit tighter this summer, therefore we’re waiving our registration fee. 

All you need to do is fill out our VBS registration form and either return it via email, or drop it off at the 

church office. 

Please note that because of safety measures and the need to make sure everything is properly spaced be-

fore students arrive, we are requiring that participants for either weekend must be pre-registered by July 

15.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the church office, or contact Deacon Sharon Rice 

via email: deacon_sharon@hotmail.com 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO GROWING IN FAITH WITH YOU THIS SUMMER!  
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Summer SN@C  

We know this isn’t a “typical” summer, so our plans for activities and meetings may not be so typ-

ical either. And while we may not meet every single week, SN@C will continue gathering online 

via ZOOM multiple times during the month. As the summer progresses, and plans are made on 

*how* to gather with social distancing steps in place, we will come back for physical gatherings 

eventually. Until then, please stay tuned to updates from Deacon Sharon, and feel free to contact 

her about any ideas you have for summer gatherings that can be done in our present circum-

stances. Be creative! Think outside of the box! And this goes for virtual ideas and online gather-

ings too! Summer may seem different but it can be what we make it, so let’s make it fun and 

meaningful, guided by the love of God. 

 

 THANK YOU for your support with ASP 
For thirty years, First UMC of Belvidere has sent a group of youth and adult volunteers to 

serve the people of Appalachia in the name of Jesus. Appalachia Service Project began in 

1968, the same year the United Methodist denomination was founded, led by Rev. Glenn “Tex” Evans, 

a United Methodist minister. Sadly, 2020 marks a first for both ASP and ourselves; the first summer in 

our 30-year run of not attending, and the first in the mission’s history of having to cancel summer pro-

gramming due to COVID-19. We are all feeling sad by this news, and lift up the families we and many 

other groups would have been serving this summer. But even though we are not physically able to 

attend, we continue to hold the organization and the people whom they serve in prayer, and offer help 

in a different way. 

Back in February, with the Mission Committee’s leadership, the people of FUMC helped us raise $1,085 

through our “Mission of the Month—ASP Hearts”. This mission, as many of you know, goes specifically 

to cover travel expenses: gas, meals, and other supplies needed for the trip.  

We felt it was important to help this ministry that helps so many and that has shaped the faith and 

character of so many of our young people. So thanks to your generosity, our ASP Hearts money was 

donated to Appalachia Service Project to help them during this difficult time. But that donation could 

not have been possible without your help—so thank you, FUMC family, for your compassionate, spirit-

led giving!  

And have no fear, we’ve already got ourselves marked down for 2021! With God’s help, we’ll be back 

again in Appalachia next summer.   
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2020 Graduates 

We know that this year has been difficult for our  

graduates, so we would like to honor the 2020  

graduates in the courier.   

If you have a kindergarten, 8th grade, high school or college graduate, please let Debbi 

know in the church office.  We will print their names and level of  

graduation (degree if college) in the July courier.   

Just email: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com, or call the church office at 815-544-3479, so 

we can honor them.  Deadline to be included will be June 22. Thank you. 

B1 Missions on the Move 

Monthly update from your Missions Team 
 

What have we done? 
 Salvation Army: $600 Donation from the Free to Love Campaign to support purchase of 
additional food for distribution to local families. 165 families received food during the May food 
pick up. Volunteers will be needed from approximately 8-Noon (smaller shifts can be accom-
modated) to support packaging and distribution of food on June 3rd. Contact Gail Majer at 
815/403-9677 to get more information or volunteer. 

 Need a mask? Debbi Bloomingdale and some of our FUMC quilters have been busy mak-
ing cloth masks.  If you need one, please contact the church office. 

 
A look ahead… 

 Supporting our members:  If you know someone in need of support (groceries, prescrip-
tions, rides, etc.) please reach out to the church office and they will contact a volunteer to help! 

 Diaper Ministry: The Baby Bank is a local organization that collects diapers, wipes, deter-
gent, and diaper rash cream for local families.  They currently distribute two days per month at 
the B1 Food Bank. Right now they are in need of size 4, 5, and 6 diapers and wipes.  Because 
diapers are one of the items for which purchases are limited, we are looking for donations of 
those sizes to be available for families who need them.  Donations can be left at the church 
(inside main entrance) or brought to church on June 7 during curbside communion. 

 Continuing to look for opportunities to serve our community during this pandemic. 

 Showing of “Resilience” movie at B1 - Postponed  Look for another event when we are 
allowed to come together again! Come for dinner and stay to see an eye-opening documentary 
about the long term effects of childhood trauma and adversity.  

 
Next Missions Team meeting: Electronic meetings are scheduled as needed on Mondays at 

6:30pm 
Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community? Questions? 

Join a Missions Team meeting or contact:  
Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 815/670-6173 
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The volunteers of the Meal Ministry 

have been thinking of each of you.  

They pray you are all safe and healthy.  

We will see you, hopefully, in the fall. 

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-3 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 AM Sept--May 

First United Methodist 
Church  

610 Bonus Ave 
Belvidere,  IL 61008 

 
 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

Find us on the web at: www.fumcbelvidere.org 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 

(B1) First United Methodist Church of Belvidere 

 


