
 
How’s it going? 

 

 

     This month wraps up my first year at First Church. The honeymoon ends, oh dear. In one 

church I served, an elder revoked my mythical “New Pastor Card” and I was officially supposed to 

know everything, oh dear. I feel deep appreciation for the reception you have given me and the 

feeling of being family that we have cultivated. And I’d love to hear in your words how it’s going. 

 

     A dozen of us are studying a book on gratitude and the exercise of writing thank-you notes. The 

author, commenting on his own experience of the exercise, says “I began to answer the question 

“How are you?” differently. It wasn’t that he was doing differently, it’s that he was answering the 

question differently. It seems there are things that we can do to affect our circumstances, our per-

spective or both. 

 

     In the year ahead, I’d like to suggest two things we could all do: reading the Bible and praying. 

They seem a bit basic as a strategy for church renewal. They seem a bit traditional as tools for 21st-

century life and church. And for some, there’s no do-it-yourself program that’s as easy to partici-

pate in and as daunting to undertake. 

 

     Through the summer, we’ll be discussing some of the reasons these exercises trump anything 

being peddled in the complex, technological secular world. Come fall, we’ll invite groups to form 

for support and practice. For now, I’d love to hear how you think it’s going, and along the way, 

feel free to ask me my experience of reading the Bible and praying, and maybe I’ll return the favor.  

 

 

See you in church,               

 

(Pastor) Jim  

 

 

F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  

C H U R C H  
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Annual Conference meetings – on June 2,3 and 4, representatives from 365 Unit-

ed Methodist Churches (UMC’s) throughout Northern Illinois will meet at the 

Renaissance Convention Center in Schaumburg. Pastor Jim, Deacon Sharon, Dea-

con Danice, Norm Yarger and Max Gardner are our representatives. 

     We will commission and ordain clergy as they begin their ministries, remember 

clergy and reps who have died in the past year, celebrate the retirement of clergy 

who have served faithfully for years, hear lots of reports, and vote on resolutions. 

     Particularly important this year are resolutions having to do with the unity and 

future of the UMC. A resolution will be discussed calling for an alternative to the 

current UMC, which continues to be governed by a Discipline that includes the 

results of February’s meetings of the worldwide UMC. Please be in prayer for our 

denomination and annual conference as these meetings take place. Feel free to 

contact any of our reps with questions or input. If you’d like to have a debrief 

meeting here at Belvidere First afterward, please let Pastor Jim know.  



Where is there need? Many times after the holidays we tend to 
think that those in need do not require assistance any longer.  
But there is still many opportunities for you to give of your time 
and resources.  Just a few are listed below. 
Sunday Morning Check-in Desk—Please contact Jody Simross if 
you can assist with check in.   
Vacation Bible School—It takes a small village to provide this 
program for our community.  Sign up in the gathering area. 
Altar Flowers—Sign up to place flowers on the altar in our 
church.  You don’t need a special occasion, and you get to take 
them home with you after church! Sign up in the gathering 
area.   
Directory help—Volunteers are needed for signing members up 
and assisting with appointment check-in. 
Tending  to Serenity Garden—If you love working in the 
garden, we can use your help.  No need to sign up, just show up 
when you can.  Weeding, raking, and trimming always need to 
be done.   

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-

tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 

form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact Deacon Danice  at 815-509-9445 or 

danice.loveridge@gmail.com for more information.  

June Mission Focus: Vacation Bible School supplies 

VBS will be OUT OF THIS WORLD this summer, with a fun outer-space theme!  But we need your help!  

In the month of June, check out the folding bulletin-board outside the sanctuary, and consider picking up 

an envelope. Each envelope will have a request for a specific item needed for Vacation Bible School, from 

craft supplies to snack foods to items needed to transform First Church into a Mars Space Station! 

Vacation Bible School is a wonderful way to introduce children in our community to Jesus. Will you help 

us?  All items are needed by Sunday, July 14!  THANK YOU! 

Hats off to the Graduates! 

Congratulations to Yoyo 

Gardner, Calvin Schnor, and 

Daniel Wilewski for earning 

your high school diplomas, 

and congratulations to col-

lege grads Colton Bahling, 

Travis Hursh, Alexis Olten-

dorf! May God bless you as 

you take the next step in 

your future! 

Confirmation Invitation! 
We had a WONDERFUL time during this past Confirmation year. But now it’s time to begin looking ahead 

and planning for future classes. 

Are you a student going into 8th grade in the fall of 2019 (or the parent/relative of a student)? Do you 

know someone in 8th grade or high school who hasn’t had the opportunity to participate in Confirmation? 

Do you have a friend at school who is curious about the Christian faith but doesn’t have a church home? 

Please contact Pastor Jim or Deacon Sharon in the next few weeks to let us know! 



 
If you have a prayer request, 

please  
contact Gail Majer @ 815-403-

9677 or the Church office at 815-
544-3479.    

 If you can assist with Sunday worship 
check in, please contact Jody Simross, or 
the church office at 815-544-3479 or, 
email:  
officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com.  

Thank you.   

     A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY IS COMING!   
Photography dates are July 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17.   
***You can now make your reservations on line*** 

 There is a link to the site for scheduling on the church website : 
www.fumcbelvidere.org.   

If you do not have access to a computer, contact Debbi beginning 6/2 at the church 
(815)544-3479.  We hope everyone can make arrangements to get their family pho-
tos done.  There will be make up dates should you have a scheduling con-
flict. Every family who has their picture taken gets a free 8 x 10 and direc-
tory.   

              

 

 

Thank you everyone for donating your belongings, for coming down to sort and display, 
for showing up every day for "whatever" needed to be done, and finally for helping to 
pack up what was left.   Special thanks to Mike and Beth Bruha for delivering those boxes 
to the Empower Boone.   We finally counted up our monies and we made $2223.71!!!, 
best ever!!  After tithing our 10% to the Church, the money will be used for Missions.    A 
sincere thank  you to all....Mary Lou 

                          We Need Your Help with the Church Directory! 
We will need 24-26 volunteers to assist with sign up on Sunday mornings before 
church (6/2,6/9,6/16,6/23,6/30,7/7), and also checking members in for their 
photo sessions July 11, 12, 13, 15,16, and 17.  If you can assist, contact Debbi 
Bloomingdale at 815-544-3479 or by email: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com. 
Member check in is all 6 days of photo sessions.  Week day shifts will be 1:45PM-
5:30PM, and 5:15PM-9PM.  Saturday will be 9:45AM-1:30PM, and 1:15PM-5PM.    



               Capital Campaign Update 

Belvidere First (B1) has had a fantastic response to the Paid in Full! Free to Love! 

Campaign.  Thanks to the support and generosity of more than 90 church families, 

it is now possible to retire the mortgage within 3 years – freeing up thousands of 

dollars per year for mission work in our community and maintaining our beautiful 

facilities. To date, we’ve received over $317,000 in pledges with more than 

$70,000 already collected.  We’ve already made an additional principal payment of $48,239 in May and 

anticipate another large payment in June. 

Even more exciting is the mission opportunities we are finding as a result of the campaign.  B1 has been 

in contact with several organizations in Belvidere that work with children, youth and their families.  We 

are supporting the YMCA and City of Belvidere’s summer program at General Mills Park.  In April, 18 

people from B1 were at the Performing Arts Center at Belvidere High School to watch and discuss a 

documentary about the effects of trauma on children called Resilience.  We had the largest attendance 

by far of any community organization other than the School District. 

The Missions Team at B1 has been tasked with leading our efforts to be in the community supporting 

the needs of children, youth and their families.  The leadership of B1 is committed to communicating 

results and keeping Paid in Full! Free to Love! a major focus of our church as we carry out our call to be 

the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in Belvidere.  In the coming months, you will see more and more 

opportunities to participate in programs to meet the needs of our community’s children and young 

people. 

Thank you 

to the 

Quilters for 

sewing the 

new 

patches on 

the Fair 

Gate vests.  

They did a fantastic job! 

                   Visiting Team Is Seeking Members 

Our church has an active visiting team that visits many people every month 
who are otherwise unable to come to church. We see those in the hospitals, 
rehab centers, nursing homes, or at home. There are only a few members of 
the team who bring communion and other items from worship to those we 
visit. We are looking for new team members and a team leader. 

If you are interested in joining this team, or if you know of other persons who we should be visiting, 
please contact Jeanette Gardner or Gary Turner. 

HAPPY  FATHER’S  DAY 
June 16th is Father’s  Day, please 
take time out to honor the Dads in 
your life.  If they are no longer 
with us, take time out to remem-
ber the wonderful times you had 
together.  

Diapers 

We are in need of all siz-

es of disposable diapers 

for our Emergency Diaper 

Packets. Donated 

diapers can be 

dropped off in the 

church office.  

Thank you. 



Calling children of all ages!  Join us this summer on Sunday mornings during 9am wor-
ship at 

“THE PRAYER GROUND”! 

What’s “The Prayer Ground”?   

It’s a special place near the front of the church sanctuary, where children of all ages can gather after 

Children’s Time, for various craft, coloring, and worship activities.   

Big kids, little kids, tween kids, teen kids, even “adult kids”, are welcome in this place (because we’re all 

God’s children!)   

We ask that families do sit in the first four pews near “The Prayer Ground” in case a child wishes to re-

turn to their seat, and children under the age of 6 should have a responsible teen or adult sit in the front 

row.  If a child does participate in “The Prayer Ground”, families should pick them up at the end of the 

service from there. 

Please note that we will still be providing nursery care during the summer months; “The Prayer Ground” 

is simply another place where children can feel welcome and included in the worship life of our church. 

We hope you will join us this summer at “The Prayer Ground”!  It begins on Sunday, May 27, right after 

Children’s Time, during the 9:00am worship service. 

                                           Serenity Garden 

We could use your help tending to our Serenity Garden.  We need help weeding, trimming 

grass on the edges, and raking.  No need to apply, just show up with your 

gardening gloves, and rake (if needed).  Mike and Beth Bruha have been 

tending to the garden tirelessly, and they would love some help.  

Thank you. 

                                LOST AND FOUND ITEMS 

Our lost and found area is brimming with items.  If you have lost something, check out 

the area by the 4-sided board in the gathering area.  We plan to donate the left over 

items on June 7th to the Empower Boone closet if not claimed.  Thank you.  

THANK YOU to all our Sunday school teachers for their help this year in Sunday school! 

Jane Abernathy, Angie Bahling, Ruth Bower, Lora Hoffman, Donna Keegan,  

Debbie Peterson, Mindy Smith, Carl Swanson, and Mark Tillema! 

ALSO, THANK YOU to everyone who helped with T.G.I.W. Kid’s Club this past school year too! 

Ronn Gordon, Paige Kazy-Garey, Donna Keegan, Bonnie Olson, Dave & Sue Meyer, and Anna & Terry 

Wandtke 



 

 TGIW thanks everyone involved in our popular Wednesday meal ministry.  To all the many 
people who volunteer their time and efforts to make our programs successful - those who 
cook, cashier, bake and clean-up - we couldn't do it without you!  To the many people who 
come each Wednesday evening to eat and share fellowship, you are all appreciated.  Earnings 
from this ministry support First Church and its ministry including ASP and Royal Family.  See 
you in September when our meals begin again - watch the Courier for more information 

Reminder - meals served each evening of Bible School, July 22 - 26. 

Money Matters    ~Sue Meyer 
Our church is indeed a generous church!  In March and April, $49,352.00 was contributed to the Paid in Full 

Free to Love campaign.  As of the end of April, 80% of this contribution was paid on the principal of the mort-

gage and 20% was available for service in local missions.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

               CARE NOTES  

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help and healing for a variety of top-
ics that impact everyday lives at a very personal level. They for free to those who are 
hurting and in need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with Depression, Abuse, Grief, Finan-
cial Stress, Addictions, Dementia and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults.  
Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the office. 

2019 Financial Information  

 April   Year-to-Date     

Income 28,697.07  138,130.97  Annual Apportionment 43,980.00  

Expenses 32,860.08  150,077.81  
        Apportionment paid to date 

9,963.51  

Surplus (4,163.01)  (11,946.84)  Mortgage principal balance (as of 4/16/2019) $403,741.94  
        

        
        
        

     Paid in Full Free to Love Campaign (month end)   

          80% to Mortgage Principal $39,481.60  

          20% to Local Missions $9,870.40  
        

                



 

     As you know we are celebrating the chartering of Emerge on Sunday June 9th at 
11:30 am and we recognize that it wouldn't have been possible without your support as our "mother church". 
Belvidere First played a very important key roll in this possibility, and we want to invite the entire congregation to 
come and celebrate with us, because I want to recognize that all the support from Belvidere First congregation in 
general. 

 Come and plan on staying to also share food as we are also going to do our monthly fellowship and enjoy food and 
games after the worship service.  

Please invite the entire congregation, because we are very grateful for all your support and for believing in us as 
new congregation. Everyone is invited!    May God continue to bless you all! 

Pastor Cris Ramirez  

Summer SN@C (part 1—June edition) 
School may be out, but SN@C will be meeting 5-6 times over the summer months—join us for some summer fun! 

Sunday, June 23, 5:30pm @ Belvidere Park—“Fire, Food, and Father-Figures”  

That cookout we were going to have in Belvidere Park at the end of May (but due to inclimate weather was canceled) has now 

been moved to June 23! Join us for this “belated Father’s Day” celebration as we play at the park and enjoy burgers, brats, and 

other summer picnic treats!  Invite the father-figure in your life for this event! Stay tuned for more info about where at the park 

we’ll meet! 

Saturday, June 29, 2:00 – 6:00pm—“Paint on State 2019” 

Join us for some fun in the sun on Saturday afternoon as we bring some color to Belvidere’s State Street for the city’s Heritage 

Days festivities! For $5 you get paint, brushes, and 4ft by 4ft square to paint! You can paint your own, or work with a partner. 

Bring some extra cash for snacks! This is a great event for the WHOLE FAMILY, so be sure to check out the sign-up sheet in the 

hallway outside the sanctuary and sign yourself up if you’re interested! 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: 
It’s officially summer! And one thing that you’ll see pop up every so often during the summer months are home-

made, kid-run lemonade stands! If you are thinking about creating your own cool-beverage stand this summer, 

make sure you talk with your family, and learn if there are any “official things” you need to do via the City’s office 

(this is for health reasons, to make sure nobody gets sick).  It may sound complicated, but this is a great opportuni-

ty to share God’s love with others! People enjoy a cool drink when it’s hot outside, and are usually more than hap-

py to give to a worthy cause. Consider a mission project that means a lot to you—like Feed My Starving Children, 

Appalachia Service Project, Empower Boone Food Pantry, or something else that the church talks about!  Is there 

something you want to raise money for to help others? If you’re looking for ideas, talk to Deacon Danice or Deacon 

Sharon at church. Not only will you be sharing God’s love through the raising of money for a mission, but you’ll also 

be teaching those who come to your drink stand about the love of Jesus by reaching out and helping others—truly 

living the example Christ calls us to: loving our neighbors with our whole being! 

Habitat For Humanity Of Boone County Work Day 

Our local chapter of Habitat For Humanity (HFH) is building a house this year at 621 E Locust St. in Bel-

videre. Our church work day is Saturday, June 22, 2019 from 8:00am-4:00pm. We need laborers of all 

skills and abilities to help with whatever tasks the HFH team requires for us to do that day. If you can 

swing a hammer, twist a screw driver, hold a board or operate a saw, then come on out anytime on 

the 22nd and give the Patterson family a helping hand! Look for a sign up clipboard in the narthex.  



               IT’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TIME 

                       Monday, July 22 – Friday, July 26 

                            5:00pm community dinner; 6:00-8:00pm VBS 

Registration forms available outside the sanctuary! 

 Cost: $10 per student, $25 for a family of three or more! 

(Scholarships available if needed; please contact Deacon Sharon at the church office) 

VBS is for children age 3 (as of June 1, 2019) thru those that have completed 5th grade. 

Drop off your completed form (with money in an attached envelope) in the church office. 

Questions?  Interested in volunteering?   

Contact Deacon Sharon: (815)-544-3479 or deacon_sharon@hotmail.com 

IMPORTANT VBS VOLUNTEER DATES! 

Monday, June 24—our final volunteer meeting; all VBS volunteers are strongly encouraged to attend this 

meeting! 6:30pm 



From Deacon Danice’s Desk 
 
Health Care in the U.S. 
This month I will focus on healthcare in the U.S. More information can be found at www.umcjustice.org. We need healthcare when we are sick or 

injured. We need health insurance because very few people can pay for the cost of a major illness or surgery out of pocket. When circumstances 

keep people from having insurance, people live sicker and die sooner. 

According to United Methodist Social Principles, (¶162.V) healthcare is a basic human right. Unlike many countries, the United States has the 

resources to provide the assurance that every person, regardless of age, gender, location, poverty, or disability can receive the preventive and cu-

rative services they need. 

Currently health insurance coverage is largely provided through employer-sponsored coverage for working people and their families. Americans 

also access subsidized insurance in government - sponsored marketplaces or exchanges for low income working people, through Medicare for 

those over 65, and Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program for the poor. Despite this, 11 percent of Americans have been unable to 

obtain insurance coverage. 

Many groups are at disproportionate risk of being uninsured, lacking access to care, and experiencing worse health outcomes, including people of 

color, undocumented persons and low-income individuals. Health care disparities should be addressed so that all persons can live healthier lives. 

 
What the Bible and The United Methodist Church Say: 
The Bible makes both personal and government responsibility for the wellbeing of others clear. Speaking through the prophet Ezekiel, God con-

demns the leaders of Israel for failing to strengthen the weak, heal the sick, or bind up the injured. (Ezekiel 34:4) Jesus, often known to us as 

“Christ the Great Physician” went further when addressing those blessed with resources, as the United States is: “From everyone to whom much 

has been given, much will be required.” (Luke 12:48) 

The United Methodist Church has affirmed every four years at its General Conferences that “Healthcare is a basic human right.”  To make that 

right real for all, the United Methodist Church affirms that government should pay for healthcare in the same way that we pay for police and fire 

protection. That is, “through the government’s ability to tax each person equitably and directly fund the provider entities.”  

The positions taken by the United Methodist Church stand in direct contrast to competing ideologies affirmed by some in the public square, that 

healthcare is a consumer good that should be available only to those who can pay for it, and who seek to reduce the funds expended by the federal 

government for those who need care but do not have the resources themselves to pay for it. We believe that the words of God spoken by Ezekiel 

against the rulers of Israel are an equally valid message to the rulers of today. 

 

Three Things You Can Do: 

*Call your member of Congress. This guide was created to help you make the phone calls.  

*Talk about these issues with members of your congregations. This worksheet to help you reflect       

            biblically and theologically about healthcare. 

*Find others in your community with whom you can share both your passion for others’  

            healthcare and the ability to develop strategies for local efforts.    

I will add a fourth thing you can do: pray for those still without adequate healthcare.      

Deacon Danice Loveridge 

On Friday, June 14, Department of Public 

Works is scheduling a community landscaping day. 

Once the heavy equipment has graded, installed 

trees, connected utilities and paved sidewalks, we get to 

play in the dirt and make the place pretty. Our B1 project 

is the painting of a 10’ x 10’ shed. So anyone who enjoys 

landscaping or painting is invited to sign up in the narthex 

or just show up and show love to our community. For de-

tails, contact Pastor Jim or the church office. 

A Walk in the Park – through the partnership of the 

City of Belvidere, YMCA, and a host of community part-

ners (including us!!), General Mills Park is becoming a 

daily attraction for Belvidere’s kids this summer. Starting 

June 3, there will be programming every weekday from 

11:30 – 1:30, coordinated by the Y. There’s always an op-

portunity to volunteer. Check their website or contact the 

church office for more info. 

ASP 

Mission Trip: June 8-June 15 

A group of 8 students and 4 adults will be 

travelling to Lawrence County Kentucky for 

the ASP Mission Trip.  They will be working, 

making friends, but most of all spreading the 

love of God to those how may not know of 

his amazing grace. Please keep them in your 

prayers, and celebrate them upon their re-

turn.  

ASP Sunday: June 16th.  Come see and hear 

of the amazing trip our Mission group had.   

http://www.umcjustice.org
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/35
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/36


“Summertime Blues Cure 2019 edition!” by Deacon Sharon 

Last summer I wrote an article listing six summer reads for children (and the young at heart) to dive into during the heat of the 

summer months.  I wanted to continue that again this year (and perhaps make it a “tradition” every June for the Courier news-

letter).  ALSO, this summer, First Church is going to be involved helping the Ida Public Library with their “summer reading pro-

gram” launch.  So consider getting involved through the library this summer, encouraging a young person to read and helping 

those that struggle.  And just because these are children’s books, doesn’t mean that you can’t read them yourself!  I often say 

that I find children’s literature to be “modern-day parables”, with lessons on faith and love, resilience and compassion, justice 

and mercy.  So reach out to the child in your life, be they a relative or neighbor, and encourage them to read this summer!   

Now…ON WITH THE BOOKS! 

(And if you’d like a list of last summer’s books, or would like even more recommendations, come see me! I love talking books!) 

Matilda by Roald Dahl 

(Puffin Books; ISBN: 0141301066) 

Let’s start the summer off right with one of my favorite books, about a little girl who loves to read and who discovers 

possess some amazing abilities if she concentrates and uses her mind. Hands down, Roald Dahl’s best book ever!  You’ll 

be laughing and cheering as Matilda triumphs over bullies and wins the day not just for herself, but for all the children 

at her school. 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

(Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers; ISBN: 1416936475)  

I read this Newberry Honor book for the first time last summer while on ASP and it was a roller coaster of emotions 

and action! Young Brian Robeson is flying north to see his father, when an unexpected plane crash leaves Brian 

stranded and alone in the Canadian wilderness. Now Brian must do everything he can to survive and get help, relying 

on himself in ways he never thought possible. For anyone who faces personal doubt and uncertainty, buckle up as 

you travel with Brian, rooting for him along the way, and you may just discover that you are stronger than you think, too!  

A Swiftly Tilting Planet by Madeleine L’Engle   (Square Fish; ISBN: 0312368569) 

Last summer I mentioned L’Engle’s science-fiction classic A Wrinkle in Time. This sequel to the beloved novel now 

focuses on Charles-Wallace, Meg Murray’s younger brother who is now a teenager. Charles-Wallace teams up 

with a unicorn-like creature to travel through time and fight a dark force that threatens the earth. Science-fiction 

and fantasy, with an epic battle against the forces of darkness, consider reading this as we gear up for our space-

themed Vacation Bible School! 

 Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli (Scholastic; ISBN: 0590452037)  

This Newberry award winner tells the story of an orphan runaway who becomes a legend. Through his selfless acts of 

neighborly love and justice, Jeffrey Lionel “Maniac” Magee, helps bridge the gaps in a small town, divided by race and 

prejudice. The very essence of the prophet Isaiah’s words: “…and a little child shall lead them.” 

 Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White   (Harper Collins; ISBN: 0064410935 ) 

Is there anyone out there who HASN’T heard of this classic? Even if you’ve read it before, read it again! Very 

fitting for County Fair season. Wilber is a runt pig who faces a dark future. Of all the creatures he befriends in the 

barn, it’s the tiny spider who promises to do everything she can to save his life. A story of friendship, mercy, and 

compassion, you will no doubt find yourself sniffling near the end.  “Some Book”. 

 Inkheart by Cornelia Funke (Scholastic; ISBN: 0439709105)  

As summer winds down, get your mind in the right frame for going back to school with this book about…books! 

About a girl named Meggie, whose father has the extraordinary talent to literally bringing a book to life, simply by 

reading it aloud! Meggie quickly finds herself on the sort of adventures she only ever reads about, but must be on 

the lookout for a villain who wants to possess her father’s power for himself!  

SO THERE YOU GO!  Just a sampling, but I’m always open to talk books and make some recommendations (as well as hear yours 

too!)  Have a blessed summer and happy reading! 



 



The Missions Team is excited to announce our first Community Out-

reach event following our Paid in Full!  Free to Love! campaign.   We 

are partnering with the Ida Public Library for their Summer Reading 

Kick-Off, celebrating the joy of reading during the summer months.  

Join us on Saturday, June 1 from 12:00 – 2:00 as we channel our in-

ner-child and help with the face painting at the event.  We will be us-

ing stencils to create these masterpieces, so no artistic talents are 

necessary . . . Just a love of children and an excitement about the 

magic of reading.  Sign-up for a one-hour shift (12:00-1:00 or 1:00-

2:00) before or after church on Sunday, May 26.  Let’s reach out our 

hands into the community and show our commitment to impacting 

the lives of those who call Boone County home! 

 

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church 

Pastor Jim Bell 

610 Bonus Ave 

Belvidere, IL 61008 

find us on the web @ fumcbelvidere.org 


