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Time to Celebrate
By Pastor Don Dexheimer
Belvidere First UMC has been active in missions and young people ministries for the last
year. Let me remind you of what our missions team led by Deacon Danice Loveridge has
been doing. They helped us as a church to fill 22 flood buckets, collect 75 empty buckets,
and collect $1,770 for UMCOR to help with flood relief. My sister, Kathy, was one of those
in the Houston area whose home was flooded. We, the church, provided personal care items
and cleaning products for the food pantry. Those items cannot be purchased with a Link
card that the government provides. We helped the Salvation Army and collected gifts for
children at Christmas. We collected winter clothes for the homeless in Rockford and
Chicago. We regularly collect items for the food pantry. Thank you for donating about 50
pieces of luggage for foster children to use to carry their belongings. First UMC has
collected hats, mittens, and scarves for Belvidere elementary schools as well as school
supplies. Please remember to thank the members of the mission team.
The Christian education of our young people begins when they are in the nursery and
continues to adulthood. When I visited the Sunday School classes they were filled with
children and energy. Since the purpose is to form the young people into faithful followers of
Jesus Christ it involves worship, evangelism, outreach care, and missions. The youth have
been active and inviting friends to church. They have been going beyond the walls of the
building to help clean and stock shelves at the Belvidere Boone County Food Pantry. They
have trick or treated for canned food items for the food pantry and they have made hygiene
kits for homeless youth. And this summer they will be participating in the Appalachian
Service Project in Breathitt County Kentucky. Please thank Deacon Sharon Rice, the
teachers, and the young people for their Christian ministry.

Congregational Care and Missions
Severe Storm Preparedness Tips for People with Disabilities
It is warmer weather finally and along with warm weather patterns comes severe storms. If you are a person
with disabilities, this leads me to ask...Are you properly prepared? Here are some things to consider:
Ensure you can access emergency information in advance:
•

Television stations with live captioning

•

Emergency Radio -some can support strobe lights, bed shakers and text readouts

•

Wireless Emergency Alerts – Receive an emergency alert text message on cell

•

Smartphone applications – Many smartphone apps will provide text and audio alerts

•

Social Media – Look for news stations that use social media to broadcast alerts

•

Local warning systems – Most can send alerts via email, text, landline, TTYs and Braille

•

Support network- Create a plan to notify friends and family of emergency information
Put together an emergency plan with family and friends:

•

Determine how you will contact them in an emergency and how others can assist you

•

Think about where you will take shelter in your home if you need to

•

Consider any services you need and how you will access those services in an emergency

•

Talk to your agencies about their emergency plans to provide service

. Make an emergency kit that includes everything that you will need to maintain your health:
•

Medications- at least one week's worth

•

Chargers for wheelchairs, cell phones and other devices

•

Low-tech backup options that do not use electricity

•

Supplies for your service animal if you have one

•

Extra eyeglasses or hearing aids

Learn more about preparing for severe weather at www.ready.gov/severe-weather and from the Illinois Emergency Management Agency at https://www.illinois.gov/iema/. Be prepared for a beautiful summer and stay
safe

Safe in Christ,

Deacon Danice

"Because you have made the Lord your
dwelling place— the Most High, who is
my refuge, no evil shall be allowed to
befall you, no plague come near your
tent."
Psalm 91:9-10

Money Maers ~ Sue Meyer
I love summer! Vacaons, trips into Wrigley Field, me spent with family - it’s a me to step
back and take me to rest. But there’s a problem: I’ve found that all that fun and relaxing
doesn’t always lead to more prayer. I tend to get caught up in the summer moments and forget
about God.
It's OK to enjoy the extra leisure this summer, but remember to pray, turning each enjoyable
moment into worship. How do we do that? It’s simple; when something brings a smile to our
face we just pray, “God, thank you so much for this!” Then this summer truly will be full of pleasure, the way God intended it.
Father, thank You for creang a wonderful world for us to enjoy this summer season. Please help
me keep You at the center of all of my acvies. Amen.

Pantry News
Have you seen that grocery cart out in the hallway on Sundays? Ever wonder what that's about? Well, that is
a visible reminder that FUMC is a supporting partner of the Belvidere Boone County Food Pantry. In April,
the Church took up a collection of protein items for the Food Pantry. Over the month, the donations received totaled over 300 pounds! This fed many people!
In May, the Church had a Rummage Sale and donated the left over clothing to the Food Pantry. The weight
for the clothing was over 475 pounds! All clothing was given to people in need at the Pantry.
In July there will be a collection of personal care items for the Food Pantry and in August we will ask for
school supplies. These are items that people living in the margins cannot afford to purchase. Please know
that everything you donate to the Belvidere Boone County Food Pantry is given to people in Boone County
who meet financial guidelines.
Thank you for being such a generous congregation! We appreciate the dedication that Belvidere First United
Methodist Church has shown to the Food Pantry and are glad to continue to partner in such meaningful
ways. There are always opportunities to partner with us on an individual level. We have openings for volunteers in every department. Call 815-569-1571 for more information, or chat with me next time you see me.
Sharing in God's divine abundance,
Deacon Danice

Pray for our military personnel, pray for their families.
Lt Col Robert C Sellars (son of Randy & Linda Sellers)
US Marine Corps, Okinawa, Japan
Address:
Rob & April Sellars
PSC 559 Box 6557
FPO AP 96377-6557

Major Chad E Sellars (son of Randy & Linda Sellers)
US Army, Ft Thomas, KY
Address:
2217 Aspin Pines Dr
Wilder, KY 41071
Do you have a family member serving in the military? Please contact the Sue Meyer or Ruth Bower, and let
us know so our church be encouraging and praying for them. Here is what's needed:
Name of active family member and their relation to you
Branch of military
Location serving
Address to send correspondence

We Have a Visiting Team
Can you imagine what it would be like to be unable to attend worship due to illness or injury and not
having anyone from your church contact you? Many churches do not have a team to visit those unable
to attend worship and rely solely on the pastor to do this. At FUMC we are blessed to have a visiting
team to bring communion and other items from worship to those in the hospital, recovering at home or
staying in assisted living environments. To continue this ministry, we are looking for new team members and a team leader. If you are interested in joining this team, or if you know of other persons who
we should be visiting, please contact Jeanette Gardner at 815-494-4383.

Hospitality Team
Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet the visitors to our church?
Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. We are forming a team to discuss a fall church ministry
fair, hosting weekly fellowship after worship in Perry Hall, developing a new visitor follow up, and writing
information packets for new attendees. Help make FUMC a friendly, inviting, happening place! Contact Anna Wandtke (815-323-4407, wandtke@yahoo.com) or Deacon Danice (815-509-9445, danice.loveridge@gmail.com), for more information.

Diaper Ministry Continues
We are still filling the pak-n-play in the west end hallway with diapers for those in
need. This is an on-going mission of our church and one that’s appreciated by
mothers and babies in need. We are looking to resupply all sizes except size 3.
When we receive lots of diapers we send the extras to the Food Pantry so we don’t
have a backlog that are just sitting there. Please help us in this ministry. Thank
you and blessings! The Matthew Study Group.

Royal Family Kids Camp July 3- 8th
All our planning is coming together for this year’s camp and soon 30 foster
children, counselors, nurses and staff will be on their way. We could not do this
without all your support over the past months: attending, donating, volunteering
and supporting this mission. As always, we ask you to pray for us. Pray for our
children as they finish the school year and look forward to camp. Pray for adults as they rearrange
schedules, take time off work or finish up college studies. Pray for the week at camp, that God’s love may
be reflected in all that we do. As I am writing this, I realize that we need one or two digital cameras to use
to take pictures for the photo albums we send home with the kids. All Nancy Ramos at (815)762-6229 if
you can help with these. We also need personal items such as toothpaste, toothbrush, soap dish and soap,
body lotion. There will be a container for collection in the office. Again thanks for the tremendous
amount of support you give to us. Blessings, Nancy and Karen Royal Family Kids Camp #242.

All Church Picnic
Mark your calendars! We’re having an All
Church Picnic on Sunday, July 15 @ 1pm!
First Church will be joining with the Emerge
congregation to share food, fun, and
fellowship. Bring a dish to pass – meat, drink,
and table service will be provided. RSVPs will
be needed so we can plan properly for
you. Watch for sign-ups in the gathering area
beginning in mid-June.
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THE 2018 BISHOP'S APPEAL WILL GO TOWARD GLOBAL
MIGRATION
You have five minutes. What would you grab? Who would you grab
to bring with you? If you had to flee your home, perhaps never to
return, what would you do? Where would you go? In the five minutes
you take to plan your escape, 100 other people (20 people every minute) in some place in the world will also
face the desperate and unthinkable reality of running for their lives. For some it’s violence and war, for
others it’s regular and systematic persecution; and for some nature’s wrath leaves them no alternative.
In 2018, we, who make up the Northern Illinois Conference, have a unique opportunity to combine our
resources to care for some of the families affected by the Global Migration Crisis. Bishop Sally Dyck invites
us to do some local fundraising and to learn about the plight of migrants locally and globally. A special
offering will take place on Sunday, June 3 to support this important mission, and our congregation’s special
offering will be brought to Annual Conference in June.
Showing support for the Salvation Army Food Pantry
In past months our congregation has generously supported the Boone County Food
Pantry. In June we’d like to shift our focus to the Salvation Army Food Pantry, whose
shelves are almost bare. Please support this important mission by bringing food items
during the month of June, which will help restock their shelves.
Looking ahead . . . Our focus during the month of July will be providing personal
care items to the Boone County Food Pantry.
The Landscape Committee would like to welcome Randy sellers to the mowing crew.
We thank all of the individuals who work to make our church property beautiful and
welcoming. Thank you to Mike & Beth Bruha for volunteering to take over the
responsibility of maintaining the Serenity Garden. This area is an important part of
our church landscape. Ruth and John Craig spent many hours developing this special
peaceful spot for all of us to enjoy, and now Mike and Beth will continue to care for
this area.

Thank yous we get!
Thank you so much for the
finals care package! I really
appreciate the thought. The
cookies were great and the
coffee kept me going. Go
Hawks!
Taylor Armstrong

Thanks for letting Girl Scout
Troop 686 have meetings at
your church! The troop
appreciates being able to meet
there every other week.
Mikayla, Addy, Josie, Willow,
Remy, Maranda, Ella, Bree,
Autumn, Coraleigh, Lauren, and
Isabella.

For the gifts and well wishes that
many of you have extended to my
family and me; we say Thank You.
It really means a lot to us. We wish
you all of God’s blessings as you
continue into the future.
Blessings,
Pastor Monty

Summer SN@C (part 1—June edition)
School may be out, but SN@C will be meeting three times over the summer months (once in each one)—
join us for some summer fun!
Sunday, June 24, 5:30pm

“Belated Father’s Day Party” (with pizza and lasers!)
Youth and dads are sure to have a blast (laser blast, that is) as we gather for a belated Father’s Day
celebration at Rockford’s Laser Quest! We’ll play a rousing game of Laser Tag, then head over to
Giordano’s Pizzeria for…you guessed it. Cost is just $10! And moms, you can come too if you want. Meet
and pick-up at Laser Quest/Giordano’s. Stay tuned for your summer edition of “SN@C Chat” for more
details!

FAMILY ACTIVITY:
Summer means a lot of things for different people; often we think “vacation”, since school is out and the
weather has warmed up. Even if we don’t travel far during the summer, families can certainly find plenty
of local, weekend vacations to make! But one thing that does, sadly, tend to suffer during summer are local
missions. For some reason, people often equate “helping others through local missions” with “cold
weather”. Food pantries tend to do fairly well with donations during fall and winter months, but struggle as
the weather changes. The same is also true with homeless shelters or clothing drives. It may not be
freezing outside, but we all know how unpleasant high temperatures and intense humidity can feel, and it’s
important to stay cool and hydrated!
As a family, consider making a “summer mission list” and putting it someplace where everyone can see
(like the family refrigerator). When you go grocery shopping, consider purchasing items like bottled water
as well as other “wish list” items for the Belvidere-Boone County Food Pantry so their shelves remained
stocked this summer. And if you find yourselves going through your closets, consider donating gentlyused warm-weather clothing for Rockford Rescue Mission. Same is true for items like toys and art/school
supplies to help kids during the summer months.
There’s a lot you can do as a family during the summer for others; school may be out, but discipleship
never takes a vacation, so find ways to the hands and feet of Christ during these warm-weather months too!

Calling children of all ages! Join us this summer on Sunday
mornings during 9am worship at
“THE PRAYER GROUND”!
What’s “The Prayer Ground”?
It’s a special place near the front of the church sanctuary, where children of all ages can
gather after Children’s Time, for various craft, coloring, and worship activities.

Big kids, little kids, tween kids, teen kids, even “adult kids”, are welcome in this place
(because we’re all God’s children!)
We ask that families do sit in the first four pews near “The Prayer Ground” in case a child
wishes to return to their seat, and children under the age of 6 should have a responsible teen or
adult sit in the front row. If a child does participate in “The Prayer Ground”, families should
pick them up at the end of the service from there.
Please note that we will still be providing nursery care during the summer months; “The
Prayer Ground” is simply another place where children can feel welcome and included in the
worship life of our church.
We hope you will join us this summer at “The Prayer Ground”! It begins on Sunday, May
27, right after Children’s Time, during the 9:00am worship service.

THANK YOU to all our Sunday school teachers for their help this year in
Sunday school!
Jane Abernathy, Angie Bahling, Ruth Bower, Lora Hoffman, Donna Keegan,
Debbie Peterson, Mindy Smith, Carl Swanson, and Mark Tillema!

“There IS a cure for the summertime blues” by Deacon Sharon
So one of my favorite things to do during the summer months is…READ! I love reading all year long, but I
really get excited for “summer reading”, and imagining all the different kinds of books I can read during
those warm-weather months, be it sitting in a shady place outside, or in a cool place indoors with a cold
beverage (especially on those 90 degree days!) And while I’m never able to read all the books I originally
plan to tackle during the summer, I always come away with at least a good handful that leave me smiling and
bring positive, “summer” memories for years to come.
And as FUMC’s Youth Pastor, it’s only appropriate that so many of those “summer favorites” happen to be
children’s/YA books! So if I may, I’d love to share with you some of those titles with you; a six book
“sampler”, which you can add to your own summer reading list if you so wish!
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L ’Engle
(Square Fish, MacMillan; ISBN: 9780312367541)
Let’s start the summer with a beloved classic, a sci-fi/fantasy romp with Christian undertones.
Meg misses her dad, who has been missing for several years. But with the help of three
mysterious neighbors, as well as her little brother and the popular boy at school, she’ll travel
across space and time to distant planets and stars and face off with a great
evil, all to rescue those she loves, as well as our world from a terrible
darkness!
Holes by Louis Sachar (Yearling, Random House; ISBN: 0440414806)
I read this one while on a summer youth mission trip, but our labor was nowhere near as
intense as that of the boys at Camp Green Lake; but then we weren’t trying to find buried
treasure hidden by an infamous outlaw from the Old West. I love this book and I challenge
you to put it down once you start it! It’s not possible!

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen (Alfred A. Knopf; ISBN: 0375829164)
Here’s a fun one, just in time for the Vacation Bible School season! New kid Roy befriends a
mysterious runaway, who is trying to protect a group of endangered owls from a corrupt
building company wanting to destroy their habitat. Our VBS theme is “the great outdoors”, so
get in the mood by reading this story, as well as be inspired by the young people in this book
taking a stand for justice!
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
(Yearling, Random House; ISBN: 9780394820378)
Ever find yourself bored, even during summer? Battle that summer boredom and join Milo has
he receives a mysterious package one day, a package containing a miniature car and…a
tollbooth? What happens when he goes through that tollbooth? He meets a watchdog, a
humbug, has to stop a war between the kingdoms of letters and numbers, not to mention rescue
two princesses and restore rhyme and reason to the land. Let’s just say, you won’t be bored.
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo (Candlewick Press; ISBN: 0763616052)
This one is perfect for the “dog days of summer”. It tells the story of Opal, a preacher’s
daughter who has moved to a new town in rural Florida. One day at the local supermarket,
Opal finds a stray dog, which seems to have the magical ability of bringing people together…or
bringing people in need of love and friendship to Opal. Heartwarming and full of memorable
characters (especially that dog!)
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
(HarperTrophy, HarperCollins; ISBN: 9780064401845)
This one is perfect for end-of-summer, back-to-school season. Jess enters 5th grade with one
goal in mind: to be the fastest kid in school. However, he and the other boys are shocked
when the fastest kid turns out to be the new girl in town…who also happens to be Jess’ new
next door neighbor. Not only is Leslie new (and the fastest kid in school) but she also has
the magical ability to create “new worlds” with her imagination. Word to the wise: have
tissues nearby when you read this!
SO THERE YOU GO! Just a sampling, but I’m always open to talk books and make some recommendations
(as well as hear yours too!) Have a blessed summer and happy reading!
A chuckle: Mama's Bible
Four brothers left home for college, and they became successful doctors and lawyers.
One evening, they chatted after having dinner together. They discussed the 75th birthday gifts they were able to give their elderly mother who
moved to Florida.
The first said, "You know I had a big house built for Mama." , The second said, "And I had a large theater built in the house."
The third said, "And I had my Mercedes dealer deliver an SL600 to her."
The fourth said, "You know how Mama loved reading the Bible and you know she can't read anymore because she can't see very well. I met this
preacher who told me about a parrot who could recite the entire Bible. It took ten preachers almost 8 years to teach him. I had to pledge
to contribute $50,000 a year for five years to the church, but it was worth it. Mama only has to name the chapter and verse, and the parrot will
recite it."
The other brothers were impressed. After the celebration Mama sent out her "Thank You" notes.
She wrote: "Milton, the house you built is so huge that I live in only one room, but I have to clean the whole house. Thanks anyway."
"Marvin, I am too old to travel. I stay home; I have my groceries delivered, so I never use the Mercedes. The thought was good. Thanks." "
Michael, you gave me an expensive theater with Dolby sound and it can hold 50 people, but all of my friends are dead, I've lost my hearing, and
I'm nearly blind. I'll never use it. Thank you for the gesture just the same."
"Dearest Melvin, you were the only son to have the good sense to give a little thought to your gift. The chicken was delicious. Thank you so
much." Love, Mama

It’s Vacation Bible School season!

Monday, July 23 – Friday, July 27
5:00pm community dinner; 6:00-8:00pm VBS
Registration forms are now available!
Cost: $10 per student, $25 for a family of three or more!
(Scholarships available if needed; please contact Deacon Sharon at the church office)
VBS is for children age 3 (as of September 2017) thru those that have completed 5th grade.
Drop off your completed form (with money in an attached envelope) in the church office.
Questions? Interested in volunteering?
Contact Deacon Sharon: (815)-544-3479 or deacon_sharon@hotmail.com

IMPORTANT VBS VOLUNTEER DATES!
Wednesday, June 27—our final volunteer meeting; all VBS volunteers are strongly encouraged to attend this meeting! 6:30pm
Wednesday, July 18—VBS Decoration Party (with pizza!) 6:00pm

First United Methodist
Church
610 Bonus Ave.
Belvidere, IL 61008
Phone: 815-544-3479
E-mail:officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com
Office Monday-Thursday 9-5
Friday 9-noon

find us on the web fumcbelvidere.org

VBS Registration
is open! Sign up
today.

