
1  

January Newsletter 
 
 

What a difference a year makes! 
 
     Last year at this time we were investigating whether we could conduct a campaign to pay off our build-
ing debt and whether we could include a mission commitment in that campaign. In 2019 we accomplished 
both, in ways that have made us a different church right now in ministry and promise to continue to bear 
fruit for years to come. 
     What could we do this year to have the same kind of effect?  
 
     In 1952, a Ph. D. student at Princeton asked Albert Einstein what original topic was available for a dis-
sertation. Einstein answered, “Find out about prayer.” As we renew the foundations of our ministry and 
prepare ourselves for a future that covers entirely new ground, let’s find out about prayer.   
 
     The first step in finding out is the Nike step: Just Do It. Start a habit, including a regular place, time, 
list, journal, devotional book or increase the use of your current prayer habit in a way that might reasona-
bly change your relationship with God. 
     The next step is to diversify – learn new practices, pray in new ways for new things, combine prayer 
with fasting, music, Scripture, action, service in ways that you haven’t before. Turn your current life rou-
tines into prayer routines to see how they are changed. 
     Finally, join with others. Pray together, study prayer together, and invite folks into the practice of pray-
er for whom it is not a part of their life pattern. Share your experiences of calling out, listening for God, 
and the seeming results and listen to the experiences of others. Now your prayer life will be the life of the 
church, with a fullness no human could accomplish. 
 
For the last several years, our family has begun the year observing “Daniel’s Fast.” There are actually two 
fasts described in the book of Daniel: 10 days of vegetables and water (Daniel 1: 8-16), or 3 weeks with no 
meat, no wine and none of the king’s delicacies (Daniel 10:2). We usually follow the second fast. 
 
     While there are many benefits of fasting, two stand out at all times and are particularly appropriate at 
the New Year:  

Intentionally denying ourselves something that we could enjoy helps us grow in humility and avoid 
sins of self-indulgence and pride. Often New Year’s goal-setting stokes our vanity and self-service, 
so fasting is a balancing discipline. 

Fasting helps us open ourselves to the input and inspiration God offers. As we ask what the future 
might hold, personally and for our church; hearing from God will give us wisdom and confidence 
to act. 

 
See you in church. 
 
Pastor Jim 
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Where is there need? Many times we tend to forget 
there are many areas inside and outside the church, 
that need volunteers.  There are many opportunities 
for you to give of your time and resources.  Just a few 
are listed below. 
 
Alter Flowers—The first few months are already up in the 
gathering area for 2020.  Please sign up if you would like to 
bring alter flowers next year.  
Join a group, book club, or bible study—What better time 
than the new year.  Many people do not realize their 
potential as a participant, or even a leader. 
Contact the Boone Co Food Pantry( Empower Boone)—
Many families struggle this time of year.  We collect items 
that are picked up and distributed by the pantry, but there 
are other ways you can contribute.  Their number is 815-
569-1571.   
Missions Team—Join, help out, or just support our 
Missions Team.  They do so much in for our community.  If 
you would like to help out, please contact the church 
office.   

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-
tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact Deacon Danice  at 815-509-9445 or 

danice.loveridge@gmail.com for more information.  

 

If you have a prayer 
request, please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-
403-9677 or the Church 

office at 815-544-3479.    

THANK YOU 

I would like to thank the con-

gregation of FUMC, Emerge, 

Troy Yunk & his cross country 

team for ringing bells for the 

Salvation Army again this year.  

Also, thank you Deacon   

Sharon, the youth, and their 

drivers for bringing hot choco-

late to the ringers.   

Just one of the abundant ways 

we serve our God. 

 

Blessings, Jody Simross 

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 
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FUMC Missions Team will be spreading some 
cheer to the folks at Maplecrest Nursing Centre 
on Saturday, January 25, 2020 from 9:15-10:30 
am. We are looking for crafts, and board games 
to bring with us that morning. Reach out the 
Brenda Deardorff, Angie Bahling or Danice 
Loveridge if you have ideas and want to join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

After we’ve sung the last “Silent Night”, 
all our relatives have gone home, and 
the last of the cookies have been eaten, 
there’s only one thing left to do … pack 
up all of the decorations and store them 
away for next year! Join Nurture Team 
for Un-decorate day, Sunday, January 
5

th
 @ 3pm  

Looking Ahead 
 

1/15/20 TGIW resumes 
2/8/20  UMM Chili Supper 
3/28/20 RFKC “Dan Holmes  
             Presents” fundraiser 
4/8/20  Ash Wednesday 
4/10/20 Good Friday 
4/12/20 Easter Sunday 
4/18/20 Habitat for Humanity 
             Pasta Fundraiser 
5/2/20 Empower Boone “Empty  
           Bowl Fundraiser 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The church office will be closed  

January 1st. 
We wish you many blessings in the 

New Year.   

Empty/dried up markers, dryer erase markers, 

and highlighters 

Please save these items and place in the blue bin 

in the gathering area.  Perry School is recycling 

them, and they get new ones for those they turn 

in. They can use any brand. 

 

Book Club Meeting at church  

Thursday, January 23 at 3:00 pm 

Come join us as we discuss The Island by Victoria Hislop.  

It’s “a richly enchanting novel of the lives and loves un-

folding against the backdrop of the Mediterranean dur-

ing World War11.  The Island is an enthralling story of 

dreams and desires, of secrets desperately hidden and 

of leprosy’s touch on an unforgettable family.”  A good 

January read!  We will have “treats” and lots of talk!  

Call Karen Neibarger (815)985-6151 if you need more 

information. 
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Archives Update 

Thank you for the items that have come in for the church archives.  Some of these 

are on display in the archive case by the Memory Garden windows by the 

bookcases.  Why not take a look at them sometime?  One of the suggestions for 

church archives is to have a sample bulletin collection from past years.  If you have 

a saved a special bulletin from over ten years ago and would like to donate it to the 

church, please drop it off in my mailbox.  Thanks to Donna and Greg Keegan we 

have many of the early pictures framed and ready to be hung up in the archive 

room.  It’s a 2020 project! 

Thank you,  

Karen Neibarger 

                     CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help 
and healing for a variety of topics that impact everyday 
lives at a very personal level. They for free to those 
who are hurting and in need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with 
Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, Dementia 
and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults. 

Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the 
office. 

January Greeter Schedule 

January 5    Nancy Petersen 

January 12  Helen Scheurr 

January 19  Wayne & Nancy Jahn 

January 26   Sue Holmes  

                       & Kay Walters 

 

January Ushers 

Mark Petersen 

Eleri Barnes 

Leslie Hardy 

Jim Hardy 

Coming soon to 

Sunday school: 
Valentines for ALL! At 

the end of the month 

we’ll be making valen-

tines for our members 

who unable to attend 

church—so bring your 

heart and creative spirit 

and help us send some 

love to EVERYONE from 

our church! 

Ladies Meetings January 

January 6—UMW Board Meeting 

                     10:00AM 

January 16—Quilters 9AM 

 

 

FUMC HAS T-SHIRTS!!!! 

Yes, we have T-shirts for you to pur-

chase in the church office or during 

church 

sponsored events. Wear your shirt 

out in public to promote where you 

praise and play! 

Proudly adorn yourself with one of 

these unique garments while representing FUMC at our inter-

nal and external fundraising events, charity activities or youth 

outings. 

Sizes Small-XXL ONLY $7.00 each !!!! 
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                             Visitation Team  

Our church has a visitation team that visits many people every 
month who are otherwise unable to come to church. We see those in  
hospitals, rehab centers, nursing homes, and at home. If you know of 
a church member who would like to be visited, please contact the 
church office at 815-544-3479.   

If you would like to become a member of this team, contact the church 
office and we will be happy to pass your name on to the team .   Thank you.  

 
 
 
Are you called to serve as a GriefShare facilitator? 

Come to an information session on Thursday, January 

23, 2020 at 6:30pm. Contact Deacon Danice at 815-509

-9445, or danice.loveridge@gmail.com for more infor-

mation and to register. 

    Confirmation @ B1st UMC! 

Our confirmation program is for older middle school youth and up!  Class typically 

meets twice a month on Sunday afternoons from 4:00-5:30pm in the Moses/Esther 

classroom.  At 5:30, we’ll break for dinner, provided by the families of students. 

If you have questions regarding confirmation, please contact Deacon Sharon at the 

church office! 

Our January schedule is as follows: 

Sunday, January 5—“The B-I-B-L-E: a United Methodist view” 

Sunday, January 19—“The Faith of Jesus and the Early Church”  

FAMILY ACTIVITY: 
Here’s an idea after a fresh snow has fallen—

“snow angel-a-grams”!   

What’s that?  You go to a neighbor or friend’s 

snowy yard, and leave them some snow angels 

near the door!  Then with a stick (or your gloved 

finger) write the words “New Year Blessings!”  This 

is both a fun way to leave a smile, as well as to re-

mind someone that you’re thinking of them and 

hoping many blessings come to them as the New 

Year begins! So the next time it snows, cover the 

yards around you with snow angels and blessings! 

Sunday School resumes  

January 5th, 2020...see you 
there! 
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From Deacon Danice’s Desk 
 

This year, I resolve to…… 

Each new year is the chance to begin again. Wipe away all of the old stuff that held us back and start with a clean 

slate. I know I typically make resolutions each new year as a way of setting goals and reaching the next level in my 

life. The most common resolutions are: 

● Those that have to do with the physical self; lose weight, exercise more, quit smoking, quit drinking/drugs, etc 

● Those that have to do with the spiritual self; read Bible, attend church/Bible study, pray regularly, meditate 

● Those that have to do with the emotional/mental self; get organized, enjoy life, visit friends/family, travel, help 

others 

● Those that have to do with the intellectual self; learn a new language, learn a new skill, manage finances, pay off 

debt 

Do you see yourself and your goals in these categories? Mine were here. But what typically happens after about 

two weeks of starting something new on our own? We take time off and eventually quit. That was not our inten-

tion, but it just happened and then we feel horrible about ourselves and swear to do better. 

Even the Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 7 that he too does the things he does not want to do and struggles to do 

the things he wants. So, what can we do differently to avoid the insanity of doing the same thing every year and 

expecting a different result? 

Paul learned that, even though he could not change himself, Jesus could change him! The key to being the person 

God wants you to be is allowing Jesus to have control of your life so he can change you. Therefore, I would like to 

offer the following New Year Resolutions for us all to help bring about this Jesus centered change not only in our 

life but in the life of the church as well: This year, I resolve to: 

● Pray consistently and intentionally, asking for God’s guidance 

● Read and study the Bible regularly and Get involved with Bible study class or with others 

● Support my church with my tithe, talents and gifts 

● Invite and bring someone to church with me 

● Volunteer some of my time in service to others 

● Make an intentional effort to put the needs of others above my own If I can do these things and can allow Jesus 

to replace self as the number one priority in my life, then perhaps 2020 will be a tremendous year and my New 

Year’s Resolutions will not be broken by January 14th! 

To God be the glory! 

 

Deacon Danice 

“For even though the desire to do good is in me, I am not able to do it. I don’t do 

the good I want to do: instead I do the evil that I do not want to do.” Romans 7:18-19 
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“Christmas Hangover” by Deacon Sharon 

Every year we go out of our way to make Christmas meaningful for ourselves and our loved ones; we stuff our days 

and weekends to the brim with all sorts of activities, and we feel the pressure to do SO MUCH *before* Christmas 

Day. 

…And then Christmas Day passes and we find ourselves in a strange “limbo state”. We’re in the midst of the season 

known as Christmastide (the 12 Days of Christmas) and children are off school for a bulk of it. So as families we still 

try to do a great deal during that period, though perhaps the crazed “hectic-ness” has eased slightly. We still make 

trips to see special sights, we still have get-togethers and outings with friends and family, and then there’s the build-

up towards New Year’s and that brings on its own special brand of craziness. 

But after Christmas has ended, after New Years has passed, as the 12 Days of Christmas begins to settle down and we 

creep closer and closer towards January 7 (the day after the Celebration of Epiphany, when the Magi visited Jesus), 

we are very much in danger of entering a wintery slump. 

The dog days of January are upon us, and with the cold comes cold attitudes towards others, with the winter comes 

cynicism and grumbling, and those tidings of comfort and joy that we were all expressing on Christmas Eve and possi-

bly the days leading up to it, have gone out the window. 

It’s a New Year full of new possibilities and yet the world seems to enter a state of wintery, gloomy depression. How 

can we overcome this? How can we avoid becoming Scrooges and Grinches *after* Christmas? 

The world needs Christmas long after the tree is taken down and the ornaments are put away. The world needs 

Christmas long after the radio stops playing the 24-hour carol-a-thon. The world needs Christmas long after we, in 

the church, talk about the anticipation of this special baby coming into our midst. 

What the world (and the church) needs is a Christmas hangover. 

Now I understand if you’re tired of the music, the decorations, and all the over-indulgent goodies that have added a 

few pounds to our bellies and hips. But that’s not the “hangover” I’m talking about. As much as we may enjoy those 

things in the lead-up to Christmas, in the end they are superficial compared to the *meaning* of Christmas. 

Perhaps it’s a cliché, but it needs to be heard every year, especially in the days and weeks that follow Christmas. 

The real work of Christmas comes *after* Christmas. 

The anticipation for this special baby has been building for weeks and weeks, long before Advent even started. 

Christmas Eve arrives and we sing carols of Joy to the World that the child of the promise has arrived at last. We have 

been preparing for this moment, engaging in special devotions, participating through special mission events such as 

bell-ringing, or purchasing gifts for children in need, and delivering those tidings of comfort and joy either by our lips 

or in the form of cards. 

But those messages are needed more than ever now that the child has come. Those attitudes and that desire to give 

and help is needed especially as we enter these dog days of January. Prayer and devotion isn’t simply reserved for 

the special seasons leading up to a big event, like Advent and Lent, but are needed every season. 

All the hope, all the joy, all the love, all the peace that was born in Bethlehem is needed long after the Holy Family 

has fled. And as the ones who have heard the message, who have witnessed the event, it has fallen onto our shoul-

ders to carry this meaning of Christmas into the New Year and beyond. 

So even as you pack away everything “Christmas-y” do not stop thinking about Christmas and its meaning, and espe-

cially do not stop living Christmas in that all you say and do.   
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SN@C in January! 
The weather outside might be frightful, but we’ll do our best to make things delightful! Come and see what’s 

happening at SN@C this January! 

Sunday, Jan. 5, 6:00-7:30pm  

“Epiphany Party” 
January 6 is also known as “The Epiphany of Our Lord”.  This marks the celebration of the Wise Men finding 

Jesus—so let’s have a party, too!  Games, food, and we’ll end the evening with a “White Elephant” gift ex-

change.  Let’s start the new year off on the right foot! 

**Sunday, Jan. 12, 2:00-6:00pm 

“A Midwinter Pool Party” 
It might say thirty degrees on the thermometer, but inside at Schaumburg’s Water Works Pool Park? It’s 

paradise! Grab your swimsuit and beach towel and join us for an afternoon of splash-tastic fun despite the 

wintery weather and temps outside! We’ll meet at the church at 2:00pm, then head east towards Schaum-

burg.  Bring $8.00 for admission; we’ll be back by 6:00pm. 

Sunday, Jan. 19, 6:00-7:30pm 

“Sharing the Warmth…Again” 
Last year we made several blankets for Empower Boone (the food pantry) using easy-to-make “no sew blan-

ket” kits. They were so popular that the pantry has asked if we will make them again!  So join us at our usual 

time and help us bring warmth to others this winter season.  Whether you consider yourself “crafty” or not, 

this is something we all can do together! 

**Monday, Jan. 20, 10:30am – 2:30pm 

“Stocking Shelves @ the Boone County Food Pantry” 

School might be out, but hunger never takes a day off.  Join us in helping the hungry in Boone County by re-

stocking the shelves at the food pantry! We’ll meet at the church at 10:30am, and return by 2:30pm (bring 

your own sack lunch!) 

Sunday, Jan. 26, 6:00-7:30pm 

“Board Game Bonanza” 
Bring your favorite board game or card game from home and enjoy a relaxing evening of competitive hi-

jinks.  Also, please note that prior to SN@C, there will be a special meeting for ASP volunteers from 4:30-

5:30 with dinner to follow. 
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Money Matters     ~Sue Meyer 

An anonymous poet wrote these marvelous words. Listen.   

"O long and dark the stairs I trod, with trembling feet to find a god.  Gaining a foothold bit by bit, then 

slipping back and losing it.  Never progressing, striving still, with weakening grasp and faltering 

will.  Bleeding to climb to God, while He serenely smiled, unnoting me.  Then came a certain time when I 

loosened my hold and fell thereby, down to the lowest step; my fall as if I hadn't climbed at all.  Now, 

when I lay despairing there, listen, a footfall on the stair, on that same stair where I afraid faltered and 

fell and laid dismayed. And lo, when hope had ceased to be, my God came down the stairs to me."   

And that is Romans.  It is God finding the desperate sinner. 

  

November Year-to-Date  

Income 31,808.94 368,300.79 Annual Apportionment  43,980.00

Expenses 30,117.85 386,771.44         Apportionment paid to date 33,881.11

Surplus 1,691.09 (18,470.65) Mortgage principal balance (as of 11/16/2019) $229,503.24

 

 Total to Date $123,881.21

Mortgage Principal 4,560.71          Mortgage Principal  $99,104.97

Local Missions 1,140.18          Missions  $24,776.24

2019 Financial Information

Paid in Full Free to Love Campaign Contributions

November

SPECIAL MEETINGS FOR ASP STUDENTS & ADULT PARTICIPANTS!  

A series of special meetings is coming this winter season for all Appalachian Service Project participants! 

The first is on Sunday, Jan. 26, at 4:30pm in Perry Hall, with dinner to follow. Students (and adults) are en-

couraged to stick around afterwards for SN@C (Board Game Bonanza night!).  Also, please note that your 

next ASP payment of $60.00 is due on this date.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please let Deacon 

Sharon know (but please note, these meetings are very important and should be attended if you are able!) 

Please mark your calendars for the other upcoming meetings (also taking place at 4:30pm, unless other-

wise noted): 

-Sunday, Feb. 23 

-Sunday, Mar. 29 

T.G.I.W. Kids Club finally returns on Wednesday, Jan. 15! 

Check out what’s happening @ TGIW Kids Club this month! 

UNIT FOUR: “Jesus is Baptized”  

(Wednesdays evenings, January 15 – 29, 6:00-7:30pm) 
We normally see babies being baptized in church, but what about Jesus? Was he baptized as a baby? And what 

makes his baptism so special? Be sure to check out our TGIW Kids Club bulletin board in the Education Wing for 

more info! 
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January 15—Meatloaf 

January 22—Pork Chops 

January 29—Spaghetti 

 

***Please remember if school is cancelled due to weather at  

Belvidere schools, TGIW will also be cancelled*** 

*5:00-6:00 pm in Perry Hall, $5.00 includes entrée, vegetable, fruit, dessert, and drink.  

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May 

First United Methodist 
Church  

610 Bonus Ave 
Belvidere,  IL 61008 

 
 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

Find us on the web @fumcbelvidere.org 

 

 


