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December Newsletter 

 
    It is rare that I reuse anything I have written to pray or preach. It feels lazy to me. It feels prideful, as if I 
have created something of worth. But as I review last December’s newsletter, I can’t imagine anything 
more helpful than repetition. I’ve changed some details to reflect this year in the life of the church. Here 
goes. . . 
 
    I will never be the same. 
 
    Getting ready to preach from Romans 5: 6-11, I got it for the first time. Jesus came to earth, died on the 
Cross and rose from the dead while we were still sinners. God takes on flesh, dwells among us, dies for us 
and opens up heaven while we were still enemies. Among other mind-blowing implications is that  
Christmas isn’t a holiday for the holy, but a global gift of hope and opportunity. I’ve been way too small 
with my Christmas. How could we possibly express to the world what God is up to at Christmas? 
 
    It must start with sharing the story. No matter how familiar it is to us, it’s new news to someone. No  
matter how much we think we get it, there’s someone who watches amused and cynical as the Christians do 
their thing. And even as our church fills a little extra on Christmas Eve, there are multitudes who think God 
says it’s not for them or we say it’s not for them. And the only cure for that is a sincere invitation that 
wants them to say “yes” and share our joy and our hope until it’s theirs, too. 
 
     This Advent we will celebrate the traditional themes of four Sundays: Peace, Hope, Joy and Love. As 
you join us, in person or on-line, please think as you worship – who needs to be invited to share this aspect 
of Christ’s coming? Each week, Deacon Sharon will teach one of the legends that have grown up from peo-
ple who were waiting for Christmas. Practice retelling the story as a way of opening the conversation. And 
then, with prayer, be an angel – a messenger from God who brings Good News to a world in need of  
exactly that.   
 
     And in the midst of pandemic, let’s spend some extra time with Jesus this Christmas. Whatever else 
brought Him to earth, Christmas was the break-in of love, the unexpected knock on the door of our brother 
who was in the neighborhood, a well-being check from our caregiver, a reunion with our BFF. At some 
point, let’s stop checking our lists twice and have some alone time with Immanuel, God who is With Us 
and will never leave us. Amazon can’t deliver that. 
 
 
See you in church, 
 
     Pastor Jim 
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Where is there need? Many times we tend to forget 
there are many areas inside and outside the church, 
that need volunteers.  There are many opportunities 
for you to give of your time and resources.  Just a few 
are listed below. 
 
Altar Flowers—The first few months are already up in the 
gathering area for 2021.  Please sign up if you would like to 
bring altar flowers next year.  
Join a group, book club, or bible study—What better time 
than the new year.  Many people do not realize their 
potential as a participant, or even a leader. 
Contact the Boone Co Food Pantry (Empower Boone)—
Many families struggle this time of year.  We collect items 
that are picked up and distributed by the pantry, but there 
are other ways you can contribute.  Their number is 815-
569-1571.   
Mission opportunities—Just take a look at the missions 
page (page # 6) and look at the abundance of 
opportunities for you to give of your time, talents, and 
gifts.  

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-
tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact the church office at 815-544-3479 for 

more information.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have a prayer request, 
please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-403
-9677 or the Church office at 

815-544-3479.    

UMW Board Meeting 

The UMW board will not meet 

again until March of 2021. 

If you know of an emergency issue 

that needs to be addressed right 

away, please contact the church 

office or Sally Johnson. 

Thank you. 

 

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 

 
The church office will be closed  
December 25th for Christmas. 
May the Spirit fill your heart as 
we reflect on the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ.   
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For a child is born to us, a son is giv-
en to us.  The government will rest 
on his shoulders. And he will be 
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.                         Isaiah 9:6 

 

 

 

Just sending  a note of thanks for all the 

prayers, cards, phone calls, and texts 

while Max and I had Covid19 and were  

recovering.   It was greatly appreciated. 

Your brother & sister in Christ,  

Max & Jeanette Gardner 

Empty/dried up markers, dryer erase 

markers, and highlighters? 

Please save these items and place in the 

blue bin in the gathering area.  Perry 

School is recycling them, and they get 

new ones for those they turn in. They can 

use any brand. 

 

Please look for us in the Amazon 

shopping app.  You can support our 

church with a percentage of your 

purchase.  Look for the Amazon 

Smile Support groups and choose us. 

Christmas Poinsettia for Christmas Eve  

Services. Last day to turn in your order is  

December 6th. 
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Archives Material Needed 

I have been working on the archives, sorting, filing, and arranging the Archive Room 
for easy reference.  However, we are missing material that is pre-1975.  Certainly 
there are confirmation, baptism, Sunday school documents hidden in your back 
rooms.  If you have minutes from various Sunday school classes, special ministries, 
mission trips, etc. even from more recent years, please bring them too.  All items 
that will fill out our church history are welcome.  If you wish to donate them, 
please drop the items off at the office, or if 
small enough – my mail box.   

Thank you,  

Karen Neibarger 

                     CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, 
help and healing for a variety of topics that impact 
everyday lives at a very personal level. They for 
free to those who are hurting and in need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing 
with Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, 
Dementia and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, 
and adults. 

Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of 
the office. 

December Greeter Schedule* 

December 6—Linda Clair 

December 13—Jeanette Gardner 

                            Eleri Barnes 

December 20—Max Gardner 

December 27—Nancy Petersen 

December  Ushers* 

Steve Heuer 

Aaron Heuer 

Joanne Wensky 

Jeanette Gardner 

*Please speak to the leader to 
see if you will be needed, and 
do not feel obligated to be 
here.  Right now your safety 
means the most to us* 

Joy to the World:  
 
we will celebrate Christmas Eve 
with candlelight worship. We have 
discussed adding services so that 
more people could safely attend. 
We have discussed reducing ser-
vices so that nobody would become 
ill. We have not been able to dis-
cern a reason to change, so we plan 
to worship at 3:00 and 7:00. We 
hope to livestream both services, in 
part to assure folks that they can 
stay home and be connected to their 
church family at Christmas. In part, 
it is our desire that people who are 
separated from the comfort of hu-
manity at school, work, in town and 
at play can be joined to the comfort 
of Christ, who took on flesh and 
dwelt among us, took our sorrows 
and our disease up for us, and 
opened hope and a future for all 
those who would follow. Please 
think of someone with whom you 
can share one of our Christmas Eve 
services, either in your home or by 
offering the link, so that the light of 
Christmas may be seen throughout 
the world, not just our church. 

On October 30th there was a ceremony to name the bridge at 
Lawrenceville and Poplar Grove roads (near Pillsbury Green 
Giant) in honor of Ken Terrinoni. What an honor for his 
years of service to this community.  
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                             Visitation Team  

"We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 
one of another,. We have gifts that differ according to the   

grace given to us." Romans 12:5-6 (NRSV) 

 

The visitation team is a group who operates mostly under the radar. Unless 
you have been ill or home bound, you probably are not aware of the visits the 
group makes. That being the case, most of you are not aware of the years of 
faithful service Gary Turner has provided in visiting untold numbers of church 

members. Gary has been a member of the visitation team for as long as I can remember, long before the 
move to the new location. He was diligent in stopping by the hospitals, nursing homes or private homes 
for a visit. Most certainly those visits were followed by prayer for the individuals in need. Gary has been a 
faithful servant who used his talents and his love for people for God's glory.  

"Well done, my good and faithful servant."  Matthew 25:21 

Hope  Faith 

Joy  Peace 

Are you  

looking to 

center yourself for the coming  

holiday season?  Advent Devotional 

Booklets will be available to pickup 

at the church beginning           

Wednesday, November 25th.  

  SN@C in December 
SN@C will continue to meet, in-person if possible, virtually all other 

times. Please be flexible with the schedule, Deacon Sharon will reach 

out to families via text and email to attain how best to meet during this 

time. Stay tuned and if you have any suggestions on things we can do, 

virtually or in-person, please do not hesitate to drop her a line!  

 

Thank you all again for the      
additional donations that we  
received for the Empower Boone 
food pantry.  The staff of        
Empower Boone expressed their 
overwhelming appreciation to 
you all.  They are asking for     

donations for personal care items; deodorant,    
shampoo, women's sanitary items, toothpaste, 
etc.  If you would like to drop them off at church 
anytime during the month of December I'll be   
happy to take them.   

Thank You again for your giving spirits. 

Karen Frazer 
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                  B1 Missions on the Move 

            Monthly update from your Missions Team 
Missions in Progress 

 November Coat Drive: We collected new and gently used coats which were distributed to both the  
            Rockford Rescue Mission and the Belvidere Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Coat Closet for local needs.  

 Christmas Gifts from the Heart: With HeadStart Daycare no longer a functioning program in  
            Belvidere, our December holiday gift distribution will look a little different.  

 A $500 donation to the Perry Elementary Angel Tree program will be distributed from the Free to  
            Love funds. 

 Salvation Army Christmas Toy Distribution - if you would like to provide gifts for local families in      
            need, we are looking for unwrapped gifts for 10- to 12-year-old children. Do your own shopping and  
            bring to the December 6th Drive-Thru Communion or buy online and ship directly to the church office   
            by December 6th. Monetary donations are also welcome. Suggested gift ideas:  

 Craft, science, woodburning, tie dye, Lego kits 

 Art supplies, young adult coloring books and colored pencils 

 Games... such as Charades for Kids, Beat the Parents, Sorry, Jenga, Bop-It, etc. 

 Led string lights, beanies, stick on phone pockets, gift cards  
 Salvation Army Bell Ringing: December 12th - volunteers will ring bells for Salvation Army at  

            Belvidere Pacemaker, Walgreens, or possibly PNC Bank. Contact Jody Simross. 

 Sock Hop Collection begins in December! 
A look ahead 

 NIFB Mobile Food Pantry:  We have scheduled another mobile food distribution in our parking lot for  
            Tuesday, January 19th from 3:30-5pm as the need will likely be great this winter. We will need many  
            volunteers in order to rotate out of the cold if necessary!  Keep watching for more details to come so  
            you too can join in serving our community! 

 Ongoing Diaper Ministry: We are continuing to collect size 4, 5, and 6 diapers and wipes.   Donations  
            can be left at the church (inside the main entrance). 

 Monthly Missions Themes: The January/February theme is Near/Far.  Opportunities to support our  
            local seniors and to reach out to far-away communities coming in 2021. 

Next Missions Team meeting: Electronic meetings are scheduled every third Monday at 6:30pm 
Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community? Questions? 

Join a Missions Team meeting or contact: Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 
815/670-6173 

B1 Mission Team 
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Notice this empty space?  I left it blank for you to list the blessings given to you by God.  My hope it that 

you will have to write very tiny to list them all in this space.  God’s abundance is real! 

 “Curbside Cookies!”—Saturday, Dec. 19 

For many years, our youth have hosted a “Cookie Walk” in December, as a fund-

raiser for Appalachia Service Project. 

This year, that “walk” is going to look a little different. 

Instead of you going through the line, the cookies are going to come to you! 

Saturday, December 19, from 11:00am – 12:30pm, come by for a special “Cookie Drive-

Thru”, where you will receive a pre-packed box of homemade cookies. 

Our boxes will come in two sizes: 

Medium--$10.00 

Large--$15.00 

To ensure that you will receive a box, you can reserve one ahead of time by Thursday, Dec. 

10 (call the church office to leave your order). Otherwise, it’s first come, first serve! 

**Gluten-Free/Nut Free boxes will also be available; please contact Deacon Sharon (also by 

Dec. 10) if you would like to reserve an allergy-friendly box. 

NOW HERE IS WHERE WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Calling all cookie chefs! Feeling bored and looking for something do while sheltering in 

place? Please help us with making/baking cookies for our “Cookie Drive-Thru”! 

We are in need of 5-6 dozen cookies per baker, if possible. 

All cookie donations need to be dropped off at the church no later than 3:00pm on Friday, 

Dec. 18—please make sure to label your containers! 

THANK YOU AGAIN for your continued support of this ministry! We look forward to gifting 

you with cookies later this December!  
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MULTIGENERATIONAL ADVENT SERIES: 

“Legends of Christmas” November 29 – December 20 

Why do we hang stockings? Why do we decorate trees? Is there a reason candy canes are 

the shape that they are? And what’s the purpose behind that red flower we see on the  

altar? Learn the special stories behind these symbols and find fun and meaningful ways to 

experience Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love this holiday season. 

Sunday, November 29—The Legend of the Christmas Tree 

Sunday, December 6—The Legend of the Christmas Stocking 

Sunday, December 13—The Legend of the Candy Cane 

Sunday, December 20—The Legend of the Poinsettia  

Every Sunday, the legend and corresponding scripture lesson will be introduced during     

worship. Stick around in the sanctuary afterwards for an “all-ages” lesson that includes a 

special activity, from hanging the greens, to assembling care packages, to singing carols for 

our homebound members. 

If you can’t join us in-person, you are welcome to Deacon Sharon on Wednesday evenings 

(start Dec. 2) for a special ZOOM version of our Sunday school time! Call the church office for 

the ZOOM link. 

You can also pick-up a special “at home” packet from the church that will include the scrip-

ture lessons and other activities you can do individually or with your family. Packets will be 

available after November 29; call the church if you want a packet dropped off before Dec. 2!  

                  Socks & Winter Gear Collection 
During the months of November & December, the Missions Committee is focusing on 

collecting clothing items. If you have any gently-used winter coats or other clothing 

items you’d like to donate, please have them cleaned first before dropping them off. We’ll also 

be collecting NEW socks throughout the month of November; we’ll be assembling special care 

packages with those socks on December 6, so drop off your sock donations before then! If you 

have any questions, feel free to contact Angie Bahling, Brenda Deardorff, or Deacon Sharon 

--HUGE THANK YOU to all who have donated so far; we have been able to make multiple drop

-offs at local shelters in Boone County & Rockford  
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Money Matters   ~Sue Meyer 
 
 

An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come 
This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. 
Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, 
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. 
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. 
You came as a baby born in a manger. 
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, 
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. 
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth, 
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. 
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. 
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light." 
"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field. 
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. 
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. 
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. 
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. 
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. 
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. 
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. 
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. 
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day. 
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray. 

~Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart” from Proverbs 31 Ministries 

https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/encouragement/encouragement-for-today-december-14-2011.html
http://proverbs31.org/
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***Have a safe, blessed Christmas. 

No meals until it is safe for everyone to  

  return*** 

--from TGIW volunteers-- 

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May 

First United Methodist 
Church  

610 Bonus Ave 
Belvidere,  IL 61008 

 
 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

Find us on the web @fumcbelvidere.org 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 

(B1) First United Methodist Church of Belvidere 

 


