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“Do not human beings have a hard service on the earth, and are not their days like the days
of a laborer?”
This question begins the 7th chapter of the book of Job and could be the question of our
generation. When something prompts a secular American to think of God, it is more likely to
be suffering than anything else, and when something prompts a secular American to abandon
faith in God, it is more likely to be suffering than anything else.
We think the Church can help, and is called to help.
We’ll spend the New Year, up until the beginning of Lent, looking into the book of Job to
ask why bad things happen to good people. Each week we’ll look at the complaints of righteous Job as he suffers, the bad advice of so-called friends, the work of Satan to cause suffering and the mysterious way that God both permits and redeems suffering.
Do you have a story? How have you suffered when it wasn’t your fault? Have your
friends abandoned you or worse, turned on you when your fortunes changed? Please contact
Pastor Jim to share your story and consider sharing your testimony. Could you play a role in
a Bible drama, whether set in Job’s time or ours? Please contact Ronn Gordon to be
involved. Do you know someone who is going through a hard time and doesn’t know where
to turn? Plan now to bring them to church on Christmas Eve for an invitation, or in the New
Year for a chance to draw strength from God’s Word and God’s people.
Early on, we declared that we are now living in times of “permanent crisis” and need to
adjust our approach to navigate well. We are learning to do that. We know that God is in the
business of restoration and that our job is to comfort the people and prepare the way for God
to work restoration in our community and our world.
Please offer your stories, your ideas and your gifts to help us begin the New Year with an
ongoing drama that strengthens our faith and invites our neighbors to join us.
Pastor Jim

Where is there need? I met with School District Superintendent Dan
Woestman a couple weeks ago, to strengthen our relaonship and explore
how First Church could be a blessing to our public schools and students.
My queson was how can we help? His response was to tell me where
there’s need.
Washington Academy is a STEM school at 5th and Allen, serving preschool
through 8th grade. They have no crossing guards and few or no readers.
The district contracts for crossing guards with the same company that
provides bus drivers. They can’t ﬁnd volunteer or paid crossing guards. I thought the Superintendent
would want community awareness, publicity, and support. He wants kids to be safe. I can do that. So, if I
don’t have anything else to do on a school day from 1:45 – 2:30, you’ll see me at 5th and Allen making
friends and keeping kids safe.
I’m hoping that 3 of you will join me and provide coverage every day from 7:05 – 7:20 and 2:05 – 2:20.
Others may want to be volunteer readers, on a ﬂexible schedule, one or two hours on days of your
choosing. If a li8le pocket money would help, crossing guards can be hired by First Student. If you’d like
more informaon about volunteering at Washington Academy, or our home school Lincoln Elementary,
please contact Pastor Jim (srpastor@fumcbelvidere.com, (815) 544-3479) or one of our deacons.

Acve Military
Do you have a family member serving in the military? Please contact the Sue Meyer, Ruth
Bower, or Danice Loveridge and let us know so we can be encouraging and praying for
them. Here is what we need:
Name of acve family member and their relaonship to you
Branch of military
Locaon serving
Address to send correspondence

Hospitality Team
Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to
meet and greet the visitors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is
a8empng to form future plans and needs all interested pares to contact Anna Wandtke at 815-3234407 or wandtke@yahoo.com or Deacon Danice at 815-509-9445 or danice_bbcfp@froner.com for
more informaon.

Prayer Team Volunteers Needed
Our Prayer Team needs you! If you have a few minutes/hours a week, please
contact Gail Majer at 815-403-9677

Money Maers by Sue Meyer
2018
October

Financial Informaon

Year-to-Date

Income
Expenses

$36,381.91

$323,764.62

$35,635.19

$326,963.43

Surplus

$746.72

($3,198.81)

Annual Apporonment
Apporonment paid to date
Mortgage principal balance

$40,668.00
$29,870.19
$422,109.63

I found an Advent devo onal online wrien by Bill Gaul ere of Soul Shepherding Ins tute. I don’t know
anything about Bill or the Ins tute but I liked the devo onal and that many of the characters are ones that
we do not commonly focus on. I’ve chosen my favorites to share with you. (The full devo onal can be
found at hps://www.soulshepherding.org/christmas-devo onal-experience/)
My hope is that you will ﬁnd one character with whom you iden fy during this season.
Zechariah
You probably don’t have Zechariah (John the Bapst’s father) in your Navity set! But you could say that the Christmas story
begins with his silent waing. Nine months without u8ering a word. Nine months of remembering his lack of faith in the angel’s
promise. And nine months of ancipang the birth of his son and the Messiah he was to herald! (Luke 1:5-25, 67-80). Perhaps
God is inving you also to withdraw from the noise and business of the Christmas season to enter into a me of quiet prayer?
Be sll to ancipate Christ’s coming with Zechariah and you too will burst forth with joyous Christmas praise when your tongue
is set free!
Joseph
Joseph’s daring faith in the Lord is somemes missed in the Christmas story. He believed in Mary’s virginity when no one else
did and he endured a lifeme of ridicule for doing so. He bet his life on words that an angel spoke to him while he was sleeping. He accepted the daunng challenge to raise the Messiah as his own child (Ma8hew 1:18-25). Maybe you too are facing a
challenge? Do you need God’s help to prevail in an overwhelming struggle? Pray for God’s wisdom and strength to help you to
obey him in the midst of the stress…
Innkeeper
The Innkeeper probably thought he had a good excuse for not ﬁnding a room for Jesus in his inn and for sending Mary, who
was in labor, to go into the cave with the animals to have her baby (Luke 2:7). At least he did provide the cave. And yet, we can
imagine that when he heard that the newborn child was the Messiah he probably regre8ed that he wasn’t more hospitable to
him! Perhaps you can relate to the Innkeeper’s predicament: your schedule is overcrowded and you don’t have enough room
to give the me and a8enon to Christ that he deserves (and that you need!)? How could you make generous space in your
schedule and your heart for Christ this Christmas season? Talk to the Lord about your schedule this Advent…
Magi
The three magi studied the stars and the ancient prophecies, risked their lives to take an arduous journey across the desert,
and dealt with the murderous King Herod – all to give their giNs to the newborn king. Who ever heard of kings worshiping another king? These wisest of all wise men wanted to give their best giN to Christ (Ma8hew 2:1-12). Maybe you are drawn to follow the wise men’s example of giving a giN to Christ? We give Christmas giNs to many people, but may forget to give one to
Christ! Follow the magi’s example and tell Jesus what you want to give to him from your heart…

Advent Prayer
Dear Lord, I don’t want the Christmas story to be so familiar that it doesn’t grab my heart. I don’t want to be so distracted or
stressed with Christmas decorang, shopping, and celebrang with family or friends that I miss connecng with Christ. Help me
to be more than a spectator of the Navity! So as I read this devoonal I ask you to impress upon me the example of the character that I most need to follow. Show me, Lord, who can best guide my way to worship Christ. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

In the midst of the holiday bedlam, take a moment to
S-L-O-W D-O-W-N and contemplate the
true meaning of the season.
Join us on Wednesday evenings,
Nov. 28 – Dec. 19 from 6:00-7:00pm
for prayer, scripture, and quiet meditation
through the medium of coloring!

Coloring Advent is for
adults & youth (13+)

Please join us
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2018
Services at: 3pm & 7pm

Church oﬃce will be closed December 25th and January 1st.

Visiting Team Seeks Members
Our church has an active visiting team that visits many people every month who are otherwise unable to come
to church. We see those in the hospitals, rehab centers, nursing homes, or at home. There are only a few
members of the team who bring communion and other items from worship to those we visit. We are looking
for new team members and a team leader.
If you are interested in joining this team, or if you know of other persons who we should be visiting, please
contact Jeanette Gardner or Gary Turner.

UMW Christmas Meeting
Tuesday December 4, 2018
12PM
Luncheon provided. Please plan to attend.
We will be singing Christmas carols
ASP APPALACHIA
COOKIE WALK
SUNDAY December 9,
2018

CHANGE OF DATE
UMM PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SATURDAY DECEMBER 8TH
7 AM—10AM

10:15-11:15AM

Helping those in need.
Salvaon Army Bell Ringing
Saturday December 15
Don’t forget your me slot

FAMILY ACTIVITY:
Do you have a family Navity Set (also known as a “Christmas Crèche Scene”)?
If you do, here’s something fun to do that also reminds you what we are ancipang and waing for during the season of Advent!
Advent begins on Sunday, Dec. 2. Place the crèche scene in a special place that
is visible for everyone to see. If the scene has “moveable ﬁgures”, begin with
just the animals—keep all the human ﬁgures in their box for the me being!
On the second Sunday of Advent (Dec. 9), add Mary and Joseph to the scene.
On the third Sunday (Dec. 16) add the shepherds.
And on the fourth Sunday (Dec. 23) add Jesus.
If you have the wise men, save them for a.er Christmas, as it is believed they
came some me later—add them on New Year’s Eve, for example!
Finally, keep your navity set out throughout the twelve days of Christmas (Dec.
25 – Jan. 6). The rest of the world might be ready to pack up the decoraons
and move on to whatever holiday comes next, but we must remember that the
celebraon of Jesus lasts the enre year, long aNer the tree comes down.
If your crèche doesn’t have all of these ﬁgures, simply withhold Jesus from the
scene unl Christmas Eve.
If the ﬁgures aren’t moveable, consider moving the scene (if possible) to the
base of your Christmas tree, aNer all the giNs have been removed, and keep it
there as a reminder that God gave us Jesus, the greatest giN of all.

COME SEE THE TREE!
First UMC is sponsoring a tree for Belvidere’s “Hometown Christmas”,
with ornaments and decoraons created by our Sunday school children!
Be sure to stop by and see the tree this year on Friday, Dec. 7!

“Get greedy for it!”—by Deacon Sharon
We’re now entering the me of year where, if you’re anything like me, you get out and dust oﬀ your holiday movie
collecon.
Of course, if you watch anything on channels like Hallmark or Lifeme, they’ve been airing Christmas-themed
movies since late October. That’s a bit too early for me, however now that we’re post-Thanksgiving, it’s me to
pop in my favorite Christmas movies...from black and white classics like It’s a Wonderful Life and the original
Miracle on 34th Street, to cartoons like A Charlie Brown Christmas and Dr. Suess’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas, to
modern-day hits like Elf and Home Alone.
One such modern-day Christmas ﬁlm turns thirty this year; a “modern” retelling of Charles Dickens famous novel A
Christmas Carol starring Bill Murray in the tle role called, Scrooged.
If you’re unfamiliar with the ﬁlm, allow me to summarize.
Murray plays Francis (Frank) Cross, our “Scrooge”, who is a greedy, selﬁsh, and mean-spirited TV execuve, whose
channel is showing a live-producon of A Christmas Carol on Christmas Eve. A day or two prior to the event, the
ghost of his old boss comes back to warn Frank that he needs to change his ways, and to see that he gets the
message, he’ll be visited by three spirits.
If you know anything about Dickens’ story, you can easily imagine how everything plays out (and I honestly don’t
believe I’m spoiling anything when I reveal that at the end of the ﬁlm, Frank has found salvaon and changes his
ways). But what makes this parcular version of the Dickens story stand out (besides Murray and its modern New
York seYng), is a speech Frank gives at the end.
Frank interrupts the broadcast to tell the world how he’s changed, that he “gets it now”, that he believes.
Basically, to put it in a Chrisan context, Frank gives his tesmony! He witnesses to the people around him and to
the millions who are watching that he’s not the same man he was earlier that day. His heart has been turned, or to
put it in Wesleyan language, he has been transformed by grace!
He urges everyone watching to change their own lives, to get out and do something for their neighbors, to help
one another; again, to put in a Chrisan context, Frank urges people to be the hands and feet of Christ! He then
ends his speech, his voice rising with passion and emoon that if you do this, you’ll want to do it all year long, that
you’ll “get greedy for it!” Greedy for that feeling of seeing good done, greedy for the knowledge that someone is
being helped; that you and others are making a posive diﬀerence in the life/lives of another.
The hope is that you’ll be so “greedy” for this feeling that you’ll want to do what you can to express it and feel it
beyond the holiday season, that you’ll want to work to make and bring posive change throughout the enre year,
that you’ll want to transform your life!
Even people who don’t idenfy as “religious” ﬁnd themselves drawn to this way of thinking and feeling during the
holiday season. As Chrisans, we have the opportunity to nurture those feelings, to help people embrace their
“greediness” for good, their “greediness” for change.
We know how amazing and transformave the love of Christ can be, not just at Christmas but throughout the
enre year. So this Advent season, I urge you…get GREEDY for it! Greedy with longing to help others! Volunteer,
give, help, and invite others to join you! Whether it’s something local or something global, ask yourself, “How can I
be the hands of Jesus for a world that is in need of love?” and then BE that love. If you haven’t already, I urge you
to make this a new tradion for the season.

Conﬁrmaon @ B1st UMC!
Our conﬁrmaon program is for 8th grade and high school students! Class typically meets twice a month on
Sunday aNernoons from 4:00-5:30pm in the Moses/Esther classroom. At 5:30, we’ll break for dinner,
provided by the families of students.
If you have quesons regarding conﬁrmaon, please contact Deacon Sharon at the church oﬃce!
Our December schedule is as follows:

December 9th 4-5:40PM

TGIW Kids Club is taking December oﬀ! We’ll
resume on Wednesday, Jan. 16—have a blessed
Advent & Christmas!
Bring Warmth to Those Serving (and Ringing)!
FUMC youth are going to be doing their part, making and “running” hot chocolate
to our bell ringers on Saturday, Dec. 15. BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP! With so many
ringers, we’ll need some extra hands with making and delivering cocoa. Sign-up
for a “cocoa shiN” outside the sanctuary—come to the church for the supplies,
and then make the circuit, delivering hot chocolate and hot cider to our ringers!
Sign-up for one or mulple shiNs if you wish! But help where you are able! It’s
very much appreciated (and the ringers will appreciate it, especially!)

Please note that there will be NO Sunday
school on either Dec. 23 or Dec. 30. We’ll resume on Jan. 6!

SN@C in December!
Join us as we prepare for the birth of Christ by ﬁnding ways to give and show
love to others, as well as have some holiday fun too!
Sunday, Dec. 2, 6:00-7:30pm
“Reindeer Games”
Your favorite SN@C games with a holiday twist! Come and play and relax before the season gets too crazy!
**Sunday, Dec. 9, 2:00-7:00pm**
“HOPE FILLED HOLIDAY: Feed My Starving Children event”
We’re heading east to Schaumburg to help hungry kids and give them hope this
holiday season! PLEASE NOTE THE SPECIAL MEETING TIMES! We’ll meet/leave
the church at 2pm; our packing session is from 3:00-5:00; we’ll get some dinner
on the way home and be back at the church no later than 7pm.
Saturday, Dec. 15, ALL DAY
“Cocoa Runners”
Don’t leave our church members out in the cold! Bring some warmth to our
FUMC volunteers who are ringing bells by supplying them with hot chocolate!
We need cocoa runners for various shi.s throughout the day! A special sign-up
sheet can be found outside the sanctuary and will also be available in Sunday
school—sign-up for one or mul ple shi.s throughout the day!
**Sunday, Dec. 16, 2:30-7:00pm**
“A Visit from St. Nicholas SN@C”
‘Twas the week before Christmas and all through the church, the youth were
prepared not to leave anyone in the lurch! We’ll be visi ng and caroling to our
older members who are unable to aend church. We’ll end the evening with
dinner—our treat! **And please note the special mee ng me
There is NO SN@C on Sundays, Dec. 23 & 30—see you in the New Year!

the Deacon's Desk
Tis Beer To Give Than To Receive
Did your parents ever say those words to you? I can remember them ringing in my ears as a child
whenever I would u8er the words. "But, I really want it." However, it was not unl I was an adult that
I understood what those words really meant.
Pastor Jim has sent out a challenge for each of us to give away more this year than we spend on
Christmas. For some, this may seem like an impossible task. For others, maybe not so diﬃcult. Our
family is somewhere in the middle discussing the the verses extra giving during the holidays. I'm not
so sure how this will play out.
One thing I am certain of, God loves a cheerful giver. Your family needs to be in agreement with how
you will give more if that is your choice. The good news is giving can be done in so many ways,
ﬁnancial being only one of them. If you plan to make giNs this year for the holidays, perhaps you can
make a few extra to give to people in need. If you bake, bake extra goodies. If you donate me
regularly, donate extra (or maybe even inially) over the holidays. If you purchase giNs, purchase
some for children, or adults who might not have any otherwise.
Of course, you can always donate to ministries of your passion during the holidays. Most non-proﬁts
receive 1/3 of their income over the holidays and all are working with less and doing more. If you
need more ideas, you can always look me up.
So, be a cheerful giver this holiday, giving of the giNs that God has given to you. May you all enjoy the
peace and blessings of the holidays!
Peace,

Deacon Danice
"6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully[a] will also reap

bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver." 2 Cor 9:6-7
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First United Methodist Church
610 Bonus Ave.
Belvidere, IL 61008

Phone: 815-544-3479
E-mail:officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com
Office Monday-Thursday 9-5
Friday 9-noon
after hour emergencies 847-764-6563
Worship 9:00
Sunday School 10:15

find us on the web fumcbelvidere.org

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals
December 5 Pork Chops
December 12 Fried Chicken
There will be no TGIW December 19-January 9
TGIW will resume January 16
5:00-6:00 pm in Perry Hall, $5.00 includes entrée, vegetable,
potato, fruit, bread, dessert, and drink.

