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“Freely you have received; freely give.”
Jesus’ words from Matthew 10 are directed to the disciples he sent out to minister in his
name. That’s one way of wording our mission as the Church of Jesus Christ today. One of
the best illustrations of this principle is the role of the Redeemer. I’m encouraged and grateful for your response when we read Job’s declaration: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and
that in the end He will stand upon the earth.”
We talked about the laws describing the responsibility of the Redeemer, the ways they
provided a social network protecting everyone by making sure that there was a person designated to represent their well-being. We talked about how Jesus declared himself to be our
next-of-kin who voluntarily took that responsibility on himself and about how we could act
as Redeemers in a world that isn’t even familiar with the concept.
Some of you were taken by the concept and enthusiastic to apply it to our ministries. Our
ASP youth mission trip will declare themselves to be Redeemers (responsible family members) to folks they meet in Kentucky. We will pay off our debt (one form of being redeemed)
in order to free us to meet more needs in our community (live as Redeemers). Along the
way, we’ll dedicate 20% of our receipts to increased redeeming mission work, especially in
Belvidere.
In these and other ways, we start by remembering that we have received the gift of redemption, both the provision of our needs and the adoption into God’s family. Before we
ever begin our Redeeming work, we were and have been redeemed. The reason we engage
in Redeeming work is because we were and already have been redeemed. And we will receive power to do Redeeming work and blessing for having done Redeeming work because
we were and already have been redeemed.
As we begin the season of Lent, preparing our hearts for the celebration of Holy Week
and Easter, let’s focus for 6 weeks on the reality that Jesus came to redeem, set his face like
flint as he approached the Cross to be Redeemer, in the language of a favorite Easter Hymn,
that “Love’s redeeming work is done,” and that we are now called to live in the reality that
redeemed people are called to be redeemers. How will you respond to Jesus’s call this year?
(Pastor) Jim

Where is there need? Many times after the holidays
we tend to think that those in need do not require
assistance any longer. But there is still many
opportunities for you to give of your time and
resources. Just a few are listed below.
Empower Boone Food Pantry—Tuesdays and
Wednesdays are their busiest times and they can
always use help. Contact Deacon Danice.
Hospitality Team—Become a “Beacon” for the church
greeting visitors at the door.
Visitation Team—Visit those who are home, hospital,
or extended care bound.

Active Military
Do you have a family member serving in the military? Please contact the Sue Meyer, Ruth Bower, or Danice
Loveridge and let us know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here is what we
need:
Name of active family member and their relationship to you
Branch of military
Location where they are serving
Address to send correspondence

Hospitality Team
Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to
meet and greet visitors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be
the place for you. FUMC is attempting to form this group for future plans
and needs. If you are interested, please contact Anna Wandtke at 815-323
-4407; email wandtke@yahoo.com, or Deacon Danice at 815-509-9445; email
director@empowerboone.org for more information.
Diapers Needed
We so thank you all for the diapers donated this past Christmas Season. As you know we
sent the majority of them to the Empower Boone Food Pantry for their use. So, we need to
ask you again to bring in diapers for our mission to those mothers who need diapers and
come to the church for emergency supplies. We are in need of the larger sizes but any size is
welcome. Thank you for your donations and your thinking of us. The Matthew Group

Pastor Jim will be on vacation – from Sunday February
24th through Saturday
March 2. Please contact the
church office for any pastoral care needs and
feel free to continue to contact Pastor Jim by
text and e-mail. Just allow a little extra time for
response.

Please stop by and see Sue or
Jody in the Parlor to update
your contact information after
church on 3/3, 3/17, or 3/24.
You can also email Debbi at:
officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com
If you have not moved in the last couple years
we would still like to check that we have the
correct information. Thank you.

Ash Wednesday
Service
March 6th
7PM First United
Methodist Church
Belvidere
If you would like to
have your courier
emailed instead of mailing it, please
contact Debbi and I will add you to the
email list. Send your request with
your email address to:
officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com

Money Matters ~Sue Meyer
“Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief.
Do justly now,
Love mercy now,
Walk humbly now.
You are not obligated to complete the work,
But neither are you free to abandon it.”

I saw this quote a while ago, most likely on Facebook, and have carried it with me since. Some sources
attribute it to the Talmud and all agree it’s based on Micah 6:8(NIV): He has shown you, O mortal, what is
good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God. As we move to eliminate our mortgage debt and earnestly seek where we are being called into
Missions in our local community, it’s reassuring to know we don’t have to do it all, but we do have do
something – God desires us to live out our faith by our actions.

Income
Expenses
Surplus

January
29,376.56
35,376.76
(6,000.20)

2019
Financial Information
Year-to-Date
29,376.56 Annual Apportionment
35,376.76
Apportionment paid to date
(6,000.20) Mortgage principal balance

43,980.00
2,882.51
$411,774.71

PRESENTING DAN HOLMES IN
CONCERT
Fundraiser for Royal Family Kids Camp
Wednesday March 13th
6:00 PM FUMC Sanctuary
Come for TGIW dinner starting at 5pm
and stay for the concert!
A Royal Tea is Coming
Soon!

Save the date and check out
the invitation in this courier.
It’s not too early to start
speaking to friends t o make
up a table on April 13. One of
the best parts of a Tea is to
visit with friends, make new
acquaintances, network, and
enjoy a woman’s day out
being pampered. This will be
a gracious event complete
with music and laughter. Put
it on your calendar. Tickets
will be available and
reservations can be made
starting with courier. This
event is a fund-raiser for the
2019 Royal Family Kids Camp.
Thank you for your support.
Tickets will also be available in
the church office.

Visiting Team Is Seeking New
Members
Our church has an active visiting team that
visits many people every month who are
otherwise unable to come to church. We
see those in the hospitals, rehab centers,
nursing homes, or at home. There are only
a few members of the team who bring
communion and other items from worship
to those we visit. We are looking for new team members and a new
team leader. If you are interested in joining this team, or if you know of
other persons who we should be visiting, please contact Jeanette
Gardner or Gary Turner.

UMW
WILL HOLD ITS FIRST GENERAL MEETING ON
TUESDAY, MARCH 5TH AT 12:00. LUNCH WILL
BE SERVED BY ESTHER CIRCLE AND OUR AFTERNOON PROGRAM WILL BE ....GAME DAY!!! WE
WILL HAVE BINGO, DOMINOES, AND WHATEVER ELSE SOMEONE CAN SUGGEST. WE FELT
WE ALL DESERVED A "FUN" DAY AFTER ALL THIS
WINTER WEATHER. SO COME...EAT AND PLAY
WITH FELLOW METHODIST WOMEN!!

Thank you to all who brought food, gave rides,
sent cards, made calls or prayed for my recovery
during my recent
back surgery. You
have truly been
church to me and I
am proud to call B1
UMC home.
In Him,
Rev. Danice
Loveridge, Deacon

March Mission Focus:
Appalachia service project
For over 20 years, youth and adults from First Church have traveled to the Appalachia
region to repair homes and bring hope to others through the wonderful mission, Appalachia Service Project.
Thank you for your support through our “Hearts” mission in February. We ask that
you continue showing your support for ASP and our youth through two other special
fundraisers.
 Pizza Pals—if you haven’t had a chance to purchase “pizza pals”, our youth will be
available after worship in March with pizza pals to sell! Just look for a student in a
“colorful hat”.
 Easter Pies—our Easter Pie fundraiser was a success last year, and we’re bringing
it back! From Sunday, Mar. 3 – Mar. 24, we’ll be taking orders outside the sanctuary. We’ll be making the pies and freezing them, and then YOU PICK THEM UP on
Sunday, Apr. 14 (Palm Sunday) to take home and bake (instructions included)
Pies are $15 each—please pay at the time you place the order. Your pie choices are:
Strawberry Rhubarb, Apple, and Triple Berry (blackberries, blueberries, raspberries)
Thank you for your continued support of both this wonderful mission, as well as our
youth who always look forward to participating in it, year after year.

SN@C in March!

Know what will make March your lucky month? Participating at SN@C!
Sunday, Mar. 3, 6:00-7:30pm

“Sardine-a-Thon”

How many youth can we pack in one space? Find out as we have a “Sardine-a-Thon”! Prizes will be awarded for “most creative hiding space”, “longest hiding time”, “hiding space that can fit the most people”, and
so on.
Sunday, Mar. 10 , Times TBA

“2nd Annual Leprechaun Bowling Tournament”

Do you feel lucky? Join us for an evening of bowling at Dodge Lanes, here in town! We’ll play two
games—one “normal”, and the other being “Leprechaun bowling”. For those that participated last year,
you may remember the wackiness that ensued! If you weren’t there, you’ll soon see what we mean!
**Please note that we will be meeting at an earlier time in the afternoon, and meet/pick-up @ Dodge
Lanes. Cost: $5
Sunday, Mar. 17, 6:00-7:30pm

“March Madness—SN@C Style”

Back to our normal meeting time! It’s a ball game night, but with a special Youth Fellowship twist! We’ll
create brackets, you create unique “team player” names, and we’ll see who will reign supreme with our
various ball games.
**Monday, Mar. 25, 10:00am-3:00pm**

“Mission POSSIBLE: Empower Boone Spring (Break) Cleaning”

Its spring break which means NO SCHOOL! But our neighbors at Empower Boone need our help with cleaning out their storage closet. Within they have a MULTITUDE of household cleaning products that they want
to put on the shelves. It’s a big job and we need all the help we can get!
We’ll meet at the church at 10:00am, travel to Capron, and return by 3:00pm. Bring your own beverage—
we’ll have pizza from Casey’s for lunch!
**Please note that this will replace Sunday evening’s SN@C activity**
Sunday, Mar. 31, 3:00pm**

“Ice Hogs vs. Chicago Wolves”

Join us as we cheer on the Rockford Ice Hogs as they take on the Chicago Wolves! The game starts at 4pm,
but we’ll be meeting here at the church at 3pm to head to the game. We have 15 slots reserved for students, and tickets are $10 each. A sign-up sheet will be made available in at the beginning of the month,
so sign yourself (and a friend) up as soon as you are able!
BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE! Any student who volunteers to help out at our Empower Boone Spring Cleaning
mission day will have their ticket fee waived. In other words, your Ice Hogs ticket is FREE! So be sure to
sign-up for that special day as well!
PARENTS, we have 4 extra tickets reserved for adults, so if you would like to join us, please be sure to let
Deacon Sharon know!

If you have a prayer request, please contact
Gail Majer @ 815-403-9677
or the Church office at 815-544-3479.

St. Patrick’s Day is PRETZEL DAY!
You’re invited to join us in Perry Hall after worship on Sunday, March 17, for a special Lenten treat of
fresh baked pretzels! German monks created pretzels as a way to teach children the importance of
prayer. Since the Middle Ages, pretzels have become synonymous with the Lenten season. We hope
you’ll join us for fellowship and conversation as we enjoy these delicious pretzels made especially by the
ladies of our kitchen team!

Confirmation @ B1st UMC!
Our confirmation program is for 8th grade and high school students! Class typically meets twice a month on
Sunday afternoons from 4:00-5:30pm in the Moses/Esther classroom. At 5:30, we’ll break for dinner,
provided by the families of students.
If you have questions regarding confirmation, please contact Deacon Sharon at the church office!
Our March schedule is as follows:

Sunday, March 3—“Those Crazy Methodists!” (part 1)—Meet the Wesleys
Just who are the people called Methodists? Who are John and Charles Wesley? What did these two
Anglican ministers do that led to the creation of a new Christian denomination? And did the work they
started continue to this day?

**Sunday, March 10—“Breakfast & Worship @ Christ the Carpenter UMC”
We have a special opportunity to be in worship with our United Methodist brothers and sisters at Christ
the Carpenter UMC! This church is 50 years old, and began the year the United Methodist denomination
began! We’ll meet at 9am, go get breakfast, and then head to worship!

Sunday, March 17—“Those Crazy Methodists!” (part 2)—Coming to America
Methodism crosses “The Pond”! Who are the people responsible for bringing it to America? And how did it
change from the movement in England?

Sunday, March 31—“Do You Know the Way (to Salvation?)” The Wesleyan Way of Salvation
Methodism has a unique history and background, but it also has a unique theology! What makes us
different from other churches? How do we approach some of the BIG theological questions that Christians
have been wrestling with for centuries?

Check out what’s happening @ TGIW Kids Club this month!
UNIT SIX:

“Teach Us to Pray”
(Wednesdays evenings, February 27 – March 20, 6:00-7:30pm)

Jesus teaches us that through prayer, we can talk to God. Jesus
also teaches us a very special prayer that we can memorize called
The Lord’s Prayer.
Be sure to check out our TGIW Kids Club bulletin board in the Education Wing for more
info!

“Let us pray…” by Deacon Sharon
Lent is often a season of contemplation and spiritual renewal, a time when we prepare for the joy
of Easter, by muddling through the somberness of Holy Week. This year, at least for me, there’s been a
different kind of somberness attached to the season.
As I write this, we are days away from the Special Session of the General Conference that will take
place in St. Louis, MO. By the time this article is published, that special session will have passed. Last
month, Deacon Danice kindly published an article explaining the proposals offered for how our denomination can move forward from the decades of arguments in regards to human sexuality. The Council of Bishops are in favor of the “One Church Plan”, which offers local churches the choice on how to conduct policy
and practice in regards to these issues, leaving the decision up to them rather than enforcing a specific ruling. In opposition are the Connectional Conference Plan and the Traditionalist Plan; the first being one
where church jurisdictions are divided into three groups: progressive, traditional, and unity, and where local churches and clergy can choose to which they affiliate with, and the second being one that puts penalties in place for disobedience to the Discipline as it is written, and that allows local churches in disagreement to leave the UMC, but still be regarded as a partner in ministry.
Whichever decision passes, there will be broken hearts and hurt feelings, perhaps even feelings of
betrayal.
Indeed, this is a somber time, and one which I have been praying for daily. Earlier in February, I
attended a district event where our District Superintendent invited us all to join her in prayer between the
minutes of 2:23 – 2:26pm, every day. The reason for this timing was because the Special Session took
place from Feb. 23 – Feb. 26. After that invitation, I went home and set two alarms on my phone, and have
succeeded (at least 90% of the time) to be in prayer during those special minutes of the day.
I don’t know if any of you are similar to me, but when I pray, it is very much like a conversation,
meaning that I sit and sigh as I might if talking to another person, pause and present questions, go back
and forth as if “speaking my thoughts out loud” and trying to solve a problem…and sometimes I even get
up and pace the room! It may not have a “holy look” in how I pray, but I do feel God’s presence, sitting
beside or opposite of me, listening to my conversation and questions, even rising and walking with me as I
pace and patiently waiting through my pauses as I try to put my thoughts and words in order.
I feel that prayer is an easy thing to fall “out of practice” with. It’s easy to put it off, to let other
things distract us, to say to ourselves, “well I’ll pray about that later” and then lose track of the time. That
being said, I also feel it’s an easy thing to “get into practice with” as well. We can all make grand plans for
the Lenten season, promising that we’ll read so much scripture, work through a specific devotion book, or
attend a special class. And all of those things are wonderful, but I do feel we can easily stress ourselves out
in an effort to show our “holy devotion” during this season…when truly, I think God would be every bit as
happy and satisfied if we just pause a few minutes during the day, to be in conversation.
Again, as I write this I don’t know what’s going to happen. The only thing I’m certain about is that
someone, somewhere, who identifies as United Methodist, who loves this church and its people so dearly,
will feel as if they have been abandoned. And that’s heartbreaking to me. So I talk to God, share in my
heartbreak, my fear, my hope, and my plea that regardless of what happens, regardless of the decisions
that are made, regardless of who stays and who leaves, that we remember we are brothers and sisters in
JESUS CHRIST first and foremost. Whether we identify as traditionalist, progressive, or somewhere inbetween, regardless of all those labels, we remember Christ’s open invitation to his table, and that we are
called as his disciples to LOVE our neighbors, to pray for them and work to bring justice and mercy to a
world, and a church, in pain.
I invite you to join me in continuing to pray during the whole of Lent during those minutes of 2:23 –
2:26pm. The decision will have already passed, but the work of grace and healing will begin. So let us pray
for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

From Deacon Danice’s Desk
New Type of Lent…
Beginning in January we started a series in Job that took us to the point of taking an evaluation of our
lives and then repenting of any sin that remained. Knowing that the scales that God uses to weigh our
righteousness are such that none of us can be weighed as pure, all of us have some work to do. This
includes me above all, for like Paul, I am the worst of sinners and am still working out my salvation.
This Job series ended as we entered Lent-that Holy season where we prepare ourselves for the life, death, and
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Typically, for Lent, practicing Christians will give up something meaningful to them for the “40” days, (not counting Sundays) leading up to Easter. Some give up meat,
others chocolate, still others give up social media, or television. I have a bit of a challenge for Lent for those
willing to take it with me.
On Ash Wednesday we are reminded that from ashes we were made by an Almighty God and our bodies will
return to ashes until we, like Christ, will be resurrected by that same God when Christ returns. Beginning on
this day of humility, let us take our moral inventories that we have done and form a plan of renewal through
Christ. Each of us have something that we need/want to improve on before we return to ashes.
Pick one or two items on your inventory list that you feel are the most important to you and your relationship
with others or God. Find a program, group, or specialist that can covenant with you to help you claim victory
over that issue. Understanding that we have been forgiven allows us to approach this renewal from a place of
grace and not shame. Some of our issues may take months or even years to claim that we are free from.
Letting go of the fetters that bind us to sin, shame, temptation, addiction, idolatry, greed, lust, and dishonesty
are some of the most freeing actions we can take. We are free to then to be used in the way God has designed
for us. I can think of no better way to prepare for Lent.
If you need assistance connecting to an appropriate program, group, or professional, contact myself or Pastor
Jim. All conversations are kept in confidence as we pray with and guide you on your way.
2Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!”

To God be the glory!
Deacon Danice

FAMILY ACTIVITY:
St. Patrick’s Day is March 17! But did you know that the shamrock is more than a symbol of “good luck”?
Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland because he was a missionary to Ireland, and helped Christianity spread
there! One way that Patrick did this, was he took a shamrock (your typical 3-leaf clover) and described to the
people that “God is like a shamrock”, pointing to each leaf on the plant and saying that each one represented
who God is: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. So here’s a fun activity you can do together! Many florists sell potted shamrocks in March. Think of a friend or neighbor who is sick, in the hospital, or
homebound. As a family, consider purchasing a potted shamrock plant and decorate it with some colorful
ribbon. Take a note card and write a special message of hope, love, and healing in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Glue a craft stick to the back of the notecard, and once dry, insert the card in the plant’s
soil. Then deliver your shamrock gift! It will brighten a person’s day and remind them again how much they
are loved, by both God and you!

First United Methodist Church
Pastor Jim Bell
610 Bonus Ave. Belvidere
Phone: 815-544-3479
E-mail:
officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com
Office Monday-Thursday 9-5
Friday 9-noon
after hour emergencies 847-764-6563
Worship 9:00
Sunday School 10:15

find us on the web @ fumcbelvidere.org

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals
March 6

Soup

March 13 Fried Chicken
March 20 Meatloaf
March 27 Pork Chops
5:00-6:00 pm in Perry Hall, $5.00 includes entrée, vegetable,
potato, fruit, bread, dessert, and drink.

