
 
 

     “I am not ashamed of the Gospel.” We read those words from Romans 1: 16-17 in worship as July end-

ed. In some ways, they are my reflection on 20 years of serving in churches. I have seen churches grow and 

decline, live in harmony and bicker like children, start new ministries and resist new ministries. But I have-

n’t seen the Gospel fail to deliver, or contribute to the problem, or cause me embarrassment for my posi-

tion. 

     I came in during the attraction model of church growth (mega churches), lived through 

“relevance” (seeker-sensitive) and am intrigued by the dispersed microchurches that are becoming the next 

great thing. I’ve seen new ideas work, work briefly and fizzle, and not work at all. Through it all, the Bible 

continues to have a mysterious power to inspire, teach, convert and strengthen the one or the church that 

reads it. Prayer continues to result in miracles occasionally and to form the character, faith and personality 

of the one or the church that practices it regularly. 

     I love First United Methodist Church and the brothers and sisters I have come to know here. I love Bel-

videre and long for healing, growth and peace to mark life in our community. There are as many ideas for 

growing our church and impacting our community as there are humans in any room. All of them are good 

and some of them may work. At least for a while. 

     I think we’ve gotten to the point where sustainable growth in our house and power to impact our com-

munity will depend on our regular consumption of the Word of God and experience of connection to God. 

Maybe more than those two things, but not less. 

       To help that along, I’d like to convene a Bible study and a prayer group this fall. One could be Sunday 

morning at 10:30. The other could be Wednesday evening at 6:15. The Bible study could be Disciple 3, 

which includes Romans, and would take us through the school year, or a study of Romans that would last 

until Advent (Thanksgiving). The prayer group could study Draw the Circle, by Mark Batterson. Time 

frames would be a little shorter, but about the same. 

     Please drop me a line to let me know your availability and which study suits your interest. Please talk 

with a friend who doesn’t attend church about getting involved. We’re all interested in the deliverables. 

Most folks are just looking somewhere else, over and over again, for the things we can find as we open our 

Bibles, close our eyes and meet with the God of the universe. Together, we can make a difference in peo-

ples’ lives (including our own), build up the church we love and bring a healthy difference to our communi-

ty. Let’s do that together.  

 

 

See you in church,               

 

(Pastor) Jim  
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Where is there need? Many times after the 

holidays we tend to think that those in need do not 
require assistance any longer.  But there is still many 
opportunities for you to give of your time and 
resources.  Just a few are listed below. 
Altar Flowers—Sign up to place flowers on the altar in 
our church.  You don’t need a special occasion, and 
you get to take them home with you after church! Sign 
up in the gathering area.   
Sunday School Teachers and Helpers:  Our children 
are our future.  What better way to bring the love of 
Jesus to them than teaching Sunday school. Classes 
can be split by a group of teachers, or you can choose 
to teach alone. See Deacon Sharon.  Sunday School 
starts in September.   
Food Bank Distribution:  Sign up to help distribute 
food at Perry Elementary School on August 15th. 
Mission Collection:  As you are shopping (or just out 
and about) pick up a few items from the list and drop 
them off in the bin at the church.   

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-

tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 

form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact Deacon Danice  at 815-509-9445 or 

danice.loveridge@gmail.com for more information.  

UMM ANNUAL PORK CHOP 
AND SWEETCORN DINNER 

Sunday August 25th  
5PM-7PM 

$12  Adults 
$6  Children under 10 

See any UMM member for 
tickets.   

 
 

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 

Directory Photo  

     Update 

What a wonderful  turnout for 

directory photos!  We had 119 

families have their photo tak-

en at the church and another 

dozen or so, who had their 

photo taken off site.  We had a 

wonderful crew visiting shut-

in for photos, and another 

great crew keeping things 

moving smoothly for check-in.  

Thank you to all the amazing 

volunteers, and families that 

came in.  I couldn't have done 

it without you.  I will be work-

ing to get everything  ready to 

print in the next couple  

months.  

Thank you, 

Debbi Bloomingdale 



 

If you have a prayer request, please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-403-9677 or the 
Church office at 815-544-3479.    

FAIR GATE VOLUNTEERS 

The Boone County Fair opens  

August 6th and runs through August 
11th.  We have teams working the 
gates during that time.  If you have 
forgotten your shift or date, please 

contact the church office.  Thank you for giving of your 
time.   

 

 

 

 

August 20th 4-7pm  at Belvidere Museum Parking Lot 

$5 per person includes a slice of pie, a big scoop of ice 
cream, and a beverage 

Hot dogs, bbq, and chips available for purchase 

Live Music: Dan Holmes 

Activities for kids: Story time and a make and take craft! 

Free Museum Admission 

July/August Mission Collection 

Many of us have fond memories of the excitement of shopping for new school supplies 

every year!  Nothing beats the look of those brand new crayons just waiting to be used! 

Unfortunately not all families can afford to buy everything on that list of supplies that 

their children are asked to bring. We would like to help some local students who do not have all of 

the school supplies they need to start the new school year.   

Beginning Sunday, July 14 we will be collecting the following supplies to be donated to local  

students: 

backpacks, Kleenex, crayons, pencils, markers, glue sticks, gallon and sand-

wich zipper baggies, folders, and gym shoes 

                         Thank you for your generosity! 

                        Your Missions Team 

 

 

 

 

UMW BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday August 6th 

10:00 AM  

Adult Classroom 

Diapers 

We are in need of sizes 1, 3, 4 

& 5 of disposable diapers for 

our Emergency Diaper Packets. 

Donated diapers can be 

dropped off in the church 

office. Thank you. 

 

 



Archives Material Needed 

I have been working on the archives, sorting, filing, and 
arranging the Archive Room for easy reference.  However, 
we are missing material that is pre-1975.  Certainly there 
are confirmation, baptism, Sunday school documents 
hidden in your back rooms.  If you have minutes from 
various Sunday school classes, special ministries, mission 
trips, etc. even from more recent years, please bring them 
too.  All items that will fill out our church history are 
welcome.  If you wish to donate them, please drop the 
items off at the office, or if small enough – my mail box.   

Thank you,  

Karen Neibarger 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES  

 

 Sunday, September 8—registration for Sunday 

school is available, beginning August 4!  We 

update our student files 

every year, from preschool 

to high school, so PLEASE, 

register your student before 

the new season starts! 

CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help and healing for a variety of topics that 
impact everyday lives at a very personal level. They for free to those who are hurting and in 
need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial 
Stress, Addictions, Dementia and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults. 

Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the office. 

 

THANK YOU to every-

one who supported 

our Vacation Bible 

School ministry!  From 

decoration and craft 

donations, to volun-

teers, decoration and 

clean-up helpers, to 

your prayers—thank 

you!  We would not 

have been possible 

without 

you. 



                   Visiting Team Is Seeking Members 

Our church has an active visiting team that visits many people every 
month who are otherwise unable to come to church. We see those in the 
hospitals, rehab centers, nursing homes, or at home. There are only a few 
members of the team who bring communion and other items from 
worship to those we visit. We are looking for new team members and 
a team leader. 

If you are interested in joining this team, or if you know of other persons who we should be visiting, 
please contact Jeanette Gardner or Gary Turner. 

The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal program intended to strengthen the local church through the develop-

ment of Christian disciples and leaders. The experience begins with a 72-hour short course in Christianity, com-

prised of fifteen talks by lay and clergy on the themes of God's grace, disciplines of Christian discipleship, and what 

it means to be the church. The course is wrapped in prayer and meditation, special times of worship and daily cele-

bration of Holy Communion. The Emmaus Walk typically begins Thursday evening and concludes Sunday evening. 

Men and women attend separate weekends. The three-day Emmaus experience and follow-up groups strengthen 

and renew Christian people as disciples of Jesus Christ and as active members of the body of Christ in mission to the 

world. For more information or to register for a Walk to Emmaus event go to http://www.nil-emmaus.org, see the 

brochure rack, or contact Pastor Jim or Deacon Danice.  

The next Walk to Emmaus events are at Bishop Lane Retreat Center, Rockford, IL Men's Walk – Septem-

ber 26 (evening) - September 29, 2019  

Women's Walk – October 3 (evening)- October 6, 2019  

              WE NEED TEACHERS!  

Our Sunday school program is growing! And we need more teachers to 

help! Specifically, we’re looking for teachers in:  

  Kindergarten/Younger Elementary (K-2nd) 

  3rd grade Bible Study  

           Older Elementary (4th & 5th grade) 

 

Please talk to Deacon Sharon; a teacher info meeting is being held Monday, August 5 at 

7:00pm. 



BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSINGS BONANZA! 

August may still be a summer month, but for many students, it marks the time of preparing to head back to 

school.  From kindergarten to college, we’ll be honoring our students in worship in August—please pass this 

on to the students in your lives and encourage them to join us on these special Sundays! 

Sunday, August 11—COLLEGE STUDENT BLESSING 

We’ll be saying a special blessing for all college students—undergrad and graduate, freshmen to senior—as 

they prepare to head back to their university campuses, wherever that may be.  We’ll also be providing a 

special gift to take with them, so invite the college-bound student in your life to join us on this special Sun-

day! 

Sunday, August 18—BLESSING OF THE BACKBACKS 

Classes resume in Belvidere on August 20!  So students are invited to bring their backpacks, lunchboxes, and 

any other item they need for the new school season, forward during our Children’s Message for a special 

“back-to-school” blessing.  Students will also receive something to put on their backpack as a reminder of 

both God’s and the church’s love and care for them during the new school season.   

We’ll also say a special prayer and blessing for teachers, bus drivers, staff, administrators, and volunteers, 

so please—if you have a connection of any kind to our school system, whatever that school may be—JOIN 

US on this special Sunday! 

 Returning in September… 

TGIW Kids Club 
Join us on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm for music, drama, bible stories, and a whole bunch of other fun 
activities, as children learn different lessons and stories from the Bible! 

Over a three-week period, children will learn a specific lesson or story through a variety of activities:   

Arts & Crafts 

Cooking & Snack Making 

Games 

Science & Puzzles 

Movies 

Mission Projects 

For example, one Wednesday they’ll learn through the medium of creating art projects and science experiments, and 

another Wednesday they’ll learn through the medium of cooking and playing games! 

Stay tuned for information regarding start-up dates and registration. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP? 

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Deacon Sharon! 

TGIW Kids Club is designed for Kindergarten – 5th grade students; middle school and high school youth may volunteer to 

serve as activity center assistants. 



Money Matters    ~Sue Meyer 

This summer, I’ve noticed a lot of butterflies in my yard.  We’ve always seen a few but this year there is a bounty!  Now maybe 

it’s because I’m spending more time in the garden and flower beds so I’m paying more attention. Or maybe it’s because our pur-

ple cornflowers are having an awesome year. Or perhaps it’s because I received a butterfly house as a gift.  But it spurred me to 

spend a little time learning more about the lifecycle of butterflies. 

I read that when a butterfly emerges from the chrysalis it cannot use its mouth?  When a butterfly first emerges, its mouth is in 

two pieces. It cannot get nourishment until it matures and the pieces join together. As mature Christians, we must get our 

mouths under control as well. If we do not, we will not be able to successfully minister for God and carry out His purpose for our 

lives. The Bible tells us in James 1:26: “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 

person’s religion is worthless.” 

All around us in popular culture, people feel empowered to speak without considering the impact of their words. It can seem 

unnecessary or unnatural for us to “bridle” our tongues.  Yet as Christians, James emphasizes that those who truly trust God 

don't settle for merely appearing religious. We give up trying to control the world with our words and their anger.  

 

 
 

2019 Financial Information  

 June   Year-to-Date     

Income 36,315.31  213,766.20  Annual Apportionment 43,980.00  

Expenses 33,529.13  221,185.35          Apportionment paid to date 19,698.80  

Surplus 2,786.18  (7,419.15)  Mortgage principal balance (as of 6/16/2019) $331,448.29  

        

        

Paid in Full Free to Love Campaign Contributions  

June     Total to Date $89,251.54  

Mortgage Principal  4670.40  Mortgage Principal $71,401.23  

Local Missions  1167.60  Missions $17,850.31  

        

 
 

Help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. 
GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support group designed to help you rebuild your life.  
We know it hurts, and we want to help. 
 

13 week program Tuesday’s, beginning September 3, 2019 

6:45 pm - 8:45 pm •Belvidere First UMC  • 610 Bonus Ave, Belvidere, IL  • 815-544-3479   

 

To register, contact church office, or email:  
Rev. Danice (danice.loveridge@gmail.com) or Helen (helen@sycamoreprecision.com). 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A26&version=ESV
mailto:danice.loveirgde@gmail.com


B1 Missions on the Move 

Monthly update from your Missions Team 

 

 What have we done? 

 General Mills Park (High Line Street & Lake Shore Dr.): pavillion, shed painting, and 
beautification 

 Habitat for Humanity House work day: nine B1 volunteers 

 Boone County Transportation: bus vouchers 

 

A look ahead... 
 Perry School partnership: 

 Northern Illinois Food Bank (NIFB) partnership: pending; will support future food supplement for 
low-income families 

 **NIFB food truck distribution on August 15th...we cover the cost  

 **School supply drive for August 16th distribution 

 Mercy Health Mobile Care Unit for school physicals...Free service 

 Further discussions with Perry Principal for needs 

 **September collection: socks and underwear donations for Empower Boone 

 **Feed My Starving Children: Belvidere Immanuel Lutheran mobile unit Oct. 12th  
**Your help is needed** 

 

Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community? 

Questions? 

Contact: Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 815/670-6173 

Calling children of all ages!  Join us this summer on Sunday mornings during 9am 

worship at 

“THE PRAYER GROUND”! 

What’s “The Prayer Ground”?   

It’s a special place near the front of the church sanctuary, where children of all ages can gather after Chil-

dren’s Time, for various craft, coloring, and worship activities.   

Big kids, little kids, tween kids, teen kids, even “adult kids”, are welcome in this place (because we’re all 

God’s children!)   

We ask that families do sit in the first four pews near “The Prayer Ground” in case a child wishes to return 

to their seat, and children under the age of 6 should have a responsible teen or adult sit in the front row.  If 

a child does participate in “The Prayer Ground”, families should pick them up at the end of the service from 

there. 

Please note that we will still be providing nursery care during the summer months; “The Prayer Ground” is 

simply another place where children can feel welcome and included in the worship life of our church. 

The Prayer Ground continues this summer, meeting right after Children’s Time, during the 9:00am worship 

service.  Come and join us! 



Summer SN@C (part 3—August edition) 
A few more “summer SN@C” sessions before school returns; BUT SN@C will resume its weekly schedule 

starting in late August! Stay tuned! 

Thursday, August 15, 1:00 – 5:30pm 

“Food Pantry Truck @ Perry School”  
One of our church’s major mission projects this summer has been working to help children in the Belvidere 

community. One of the ways we can help is pass out school supplies and food at Perry Elementary School! 

On the afternoon of August 15, there will be a supply truck at Perry, and we need volunteers to help pass 

supplies out and carry them to people’s cars. CAN YOU HELP??? Talk to Deacon Sharon if interested! 

Sunday, August 18, times TBA 

“One Last Summer Hurrah”  
On the Sunday before school returns, join us for one last summer hurrah at Volcano Falls!  Cost is $10 for 

a round of mini-golf and a ride on the go-carts!  We’ll meet at Volcano Falls in Love’s Park; stay tuned for 

meeting times! 

Sunday, August 25, 6:00-7:30pm 

“BACK TO SN@C (with ice breakers and ice cream)”  
SN@C returns for the new school year at its typical meeting time! Bring your ideas of things to do during 

the year. We’ll have ice cream where you can build your own sundae, and play some “ice breaker” type 

games for our new and returning members! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
Stewardship Celebration (free) Breakfast 

Sunday, October 20
th

, 10:30am following service. 

Please plan on joining us as we celebrate our mis-

sion of Free to Love. We’ll save you a seat. 

 



 
From Deacon Danice’s Desk 
 

Global Migration 
This month I will focus on global migration. More information can be found at www.umcjustice.org. Human 

beings have always moved from one place to another. The freedom to move is so precious that it is a protected 

human right. Immigration is when a person freely chooses to move to another place. It might be temporary or 

permanent. Immigrants often move to resettle as a family, to fulfill a job placement, or as a reprieve from situ-

ations of injustice and war. 

But, not all movements are chosen freely. Some people, including whole families and communities, have been 

forced to move.  Nearly one percent—or 65 million people—of the world’s population is affected by forced 

displacement. It is a crisis of global proportions and immense moral and ethical implications. Some have been 

forced to move because of a modern-day form of slavery-human trafficking. Forced migration, in all its forms, 

is a denial of human dignity and a violation of human rights.  

Injustices arising from historical and contemporary colonialism and racism continue today to ravage the lives 

of immigrants and refugees. They experience many forms of racial discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance 

in their countries of transit and destination. 
  

What the Bible and The United Methodist Church Say: 

Resource inequality and the unequal development of nations resulting from human-made and natural disasters 

have caused massive displacement and forced migration. The United Methodist Church says, “In order to pro-

vide basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter, education, health care, and other necessities, ways must be 

found to share more equitably the resources of the world.” (Social Principles, ¶163.E) 

“Global migration as a factor in the quest for justice is a major priority of The United Methodist Church as a 

denomination that is global in vision, mission and ministries. This concern is rooted in both a biblical mandate 

for justice and a commitment to the future of the church.” (Book of Resolutions, 6028) 

Radical hospitality, rooted in our biblical understanding of God’s abundant love and provision, helps us to im-

agine a world of plenty, rather than scarcity, and a world of welcome, rather than fear. Hebrews 13:2 says, “Do 

not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 

it.” 

  

What You Can Do: 

*Celebrate International Migrants Day, usually a day in December of every year. You may want to reflect on 

the question, “What would a day look like without migrants?” 

*Partner with a refugee resettlement agency in your area and find out how your congregation can support and 

be involved. Church World Service is our United Methodist Church denominational partner organization in 

this work. 

*Learn more about the state of global migration. Do a group reflection on what you learn and discover ways to 

connect and help. Engage the Bible and our Social Principles and Book of Resolutions in these reflections. 

*Discuss how your local church can be a welcoming church for migrants, refugees or asylum seekers. 

 

 

Deacon Danice 

http://www.umcjustice.org


 



 

 

 

 

Coming soon in September 

610 Bonus Ave. 

Belvidere IL 61008 

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-5 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May 

First United Methodist  

 

 

 

Church 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

find us on the web @ fumcbelvidere.org 

 


