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Where Do We Go From Here? 
     First, let me say thank-you for the warm welcome that my family and I have experienced 
at First Church. Change is always hard, and the unknown inspires more fear than hope, more 
concern than comfort. First Church has been an encouraging and uplifting place and people 
and we are grateful. 
     Now that we’re over the getting acquainted hurdle, the next question is: now what? And 
the same dynamic is in play – our future together is unknown, which inspires more fear than 
hope, more concern than comfort. This month we’ll address that dynamic in a new teaching 
series called “Faith That Floats.” We may be accustomed to faith that works when our 
foundations are secure, our condition is familiar and our circumstances are favorable. Any 
organization whose foundations are shaken, whose reality is foreign and facing resistance 
discovers that the old ways don’t work and we need new ways to lead and live. 
     Every organization in 21st-Century America faces these challenges. Every human in 21st 
Century America faces them. As we study the end of the gospel of Luke and the early parts of 
the book of Acts, we’ll see that the Church began in such circumstances and that Christianity 
provides resources and ways of living and relating that will help us deal with the anxiety and 
pursue a desirable future. We will see applications for the life of First Church and for our 
personal and family lives.  
     We’ll use the theme of a boat on the water to contain many of the truths of changing times 
and adaptive leadership. As you consider what the church is called to be, think of what a boat 
is created to be, and what sailors are called to do. A boat whose sailors seek harbor and 
anchor really loses much of its reason for existence. There’s a sermon illustration along those 
lines. Here’s a link, and the story is on pages 4 and 5 of the text. www.stdavidschurch.org/
filerequest/3220.pdf 
     Please think of someone you know who experiences life as unsettled and anxious and 
invite them to consider church as a place to find comfort, hope and companionship for the 
journey. And please make sure to be here so that we can get acquainted and begin our journey 
together. 
 
See you in church, 
 
Pastor Jim  
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Money Matters    ~ Sue Meyer 

It’s August and summer’s just about over.  If you’re like me, you always have the hope that summer 

will be a time to kick back and relax.  My ideal afternoon is sitting on the deck, watching the grass 

grow, and listening to a Cubs game on the radio.  But somehow the fast pace of summer with all of 

its extra yardwork, the coming and going of family trips and vacations, and the extended project list 

gets in the way.  I forget to enjoy sitting on my deck! I am not sure why it is that I feel anxious if I 

don’t have a long list of projects to complete. I need to remind myself that not everything needs to 

be done right now. It is more important to enjoy time with Dave on our deck and observe the beauty 

of nature and remember the greatness of God who is as faithful to us as the dependability of the 

seasons. As the hymn says, in “summer and winter and springtime and harvest . . . join with all 

nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.” 

So this month, join with me to carve out a little time and refresh yourself with blessedness instead of 
business. And don’t worry; that list will still be there! Think of one thing you can do to enjoy God’s 

creation and then go do it! 

 

 

   2018 Financial Information  

 June   Year-to-Date    

Income $26,795.06  $175,725.47  Annual Apportionment $40,668.00 

Expenses $29,744.02  $194,335.50  Apportionment paid to date $17,090.75 

Surplus ($2,948.96)  ($18,610.03)  Mortgage principal balance $453,233.61 
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Pray for our military personnel, pray for their families. 

Lt Col Robert C Sellers (son of Randy & Linda Sellers) 
 US Marine Corps, Okinawa, Japan 
 Address: 
 Rob & April Sellers 
 PSC 559 Box 6557 
 FPO AP 96377-6557   
 
Major Chad E Sellers (son of Randy & Linda Sellers) 
 US Army, Ft Thomas, KY 
 Address: 
 2217 Aspin Pines Dr 
 Wilder, KY  41071 

Do you have a family member serving in the military? Please contact 
the Sue Meyer, Ruth Bower, or Danice Loveridge and let us know so 
we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here is what we need: 

Name of active family member and their relation to you 
Branch of military 
Location serving 
Address to send correspondence 

   Hospitality Team  

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visitors to 

our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to form future 

plans and needs all interested parties to  contact Anna Wandtke at 815-323-4407 or wandtke@yahoo.com 

or Deacon Danice for more information. 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal program intended to strengthen the local 
church through the development of Christian disciples and leaders. The experience 
begins with a 72-hour short course in Christianity, comprised of fifteen talks by lay 
and clergy on the themes of God's grace, disciplines of Christian discipleship, and 
what it means to be the church. The course is wrapped in prayer and meditation, 
special times of worship and daily celebration of Holy Communion. The Emmaus Walk 
typically begins Thursday evening and concludes Sunday evening. Men and women 
attend separate weekends. The three-day Emmaus experience and follow-up groups 
strengthen and renew Christian people as disciples of Jesus Christ and as active 
members of the body of Christ in mission to the world. For more information or to 
register for a Walk to Emmaus event go to http://www.nil-emmaus.org, see the 
brochure rack, or contact Pastor Jim or Deacon Danice. 
 

The next Walk to Emmaus events are: 
Men's Walk – September 27 (evening) – September 30, 2018 

Women's Walk – October 4 (evening)- October 7, 2018 

"Back To School" supplies needed 
 

For August, we will be collecting for the Belvidere-Boone County Food Pantry.   
Many local families cannot afford the needed school supplies for the upcoming 
school year and the BBCFP hopes to be able to distribute some of these supplies to 
every family in need.  When you come to church anytime in August, please bring 
school supplies needed by Belvidere and North Boone School Districts with you and 
place in the collection cart. 

 

Thank you in advance for continuing to support our mission projects!  
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the Deacon's Desk 

What is the Belvidere Boone County Food Pantry and Why Should You Care?         (Part 1)        

I have mainly lived in Boone County since I was three years old and worked here as well. I know 

these little towns and backroads and no matter where I travel, this is home.  From the days of my 

youth in Capron until today, I have seen a dramatic increase in the population of Boone County. 

With this population boom came a corresponding increase in the numbers of people being effected 

by poverty and hunger, particularly children.  

Are you aware that one in four children in Boone County regularly goes hungry? Children are 

the hope and future of our communities and 25% of them do not have enough to eat. Additionally, 

according to Feeding America, 20 % of our population lives at or below federal poverty guidelines. 

This means a family of four survives on an annual income of $25,100 or less per year! These figures 

are enough to cause an emotional response in most Christian's and it breaks my heart.  We have our 

very own humanitarian crisis right here in our own community!  

In 2005, the Belvidere Boone County Food Pantry, (BBCFP) was founded in response to this crisis. 

Initially, BBCFP passed out prepacked boxes of dry goods to hungry families. Through expansion, 

the BBCFP began to offer client's choice of fresh, frozen, canned, dry, baked, and pet foods. Soon 

clothing and personal care items were also available to these families. 

Today, the BBCFP serves around 1200 people per month with about $400 in food, clothing and per-

sonal care products. We provide food in partnership with three churches for community meals that 

provide free dinners for around 200 people per month. Additionally, we provide snacks in the North 

Boone School District to over 300 children every month.  

Recently, the BBCFP has undergone some processes that caused us to re-evaluate how we can best 

help our neighbors in need. Do our families need more than a box of food? It was discovered that 

60% of the families we serve are on fixed incomes that will not change, (social security or disability)  

and need resources that can help them maximize the value of their dollar. Additionally, about 35% of 

our families had variable incomes and their lives could be strengthened with the correct resources 

and information. In light of this discovery, it was decided that we should connect our neighbors to 

resources that can help them become more self-sustaining. 

"For there will never cease to be 

poor in the land. Therefore I com-

mand you, ‘You shall open wide your 

hand to your brother, to the needy 

and to the poor, in your land.’ 

"   Deut 15:11 



The Courier                          August 2018 
Page 6 

What I DIDN’T do on my summer vacation” by Deacon Sharon 
Did you ever have to write an essay or give a presentation at the beginning of the school 
year, reporting to your teachers and classmates what you did on your summer vacation?  
And if you had, did you ever sit and stare at your paper (or nowadays, computer screen) and 
just fidget and groan as NOTHING came to your mind?  You go back over all that happened 
during the summer, but nothing seems interesting.  You may have traveled somewhere, you 
may have gone swimming, you may have seen a particular movie and stayed up really late 
some nights, and slept in really late some mornings…you may have attended someone’s 
birthday party or slumber party, you may have played certain games or went to see your 
favorite team play…but for whatever reason, NONE OF THAT comes to mind as you sit and 
stare at your blank paper (or screen). 

And perhaps a part of this is because YOU KNOW it won’t measure up when compared to 
your classmates essays/presentations.  Because there is always that person who traveled 
somewhere or did something that seems so much cooler than wherever you went or 
whatever you did.  For example, you may have swum at Magic Waters or rode every roller 
coaster at Six Flags, but THEY went up to Wisconsin Dells, or zip lined across the Grand 
Canyon.   

We’ve all been there.  But just as we’ve moaned and groaned about “what we did or didn’t 
do” over summer, there’s someone else also moaning and groaning and upon finally learning 
what we did that in our minds isn’t as cool or interesting, they are listening with envy and 
thinking, “what I did will NEVER measure up to them!” 

Even as an adult, I still have these thoughts pretty much every summer.  Because before 
the summer starts, I make “grand plans” of all the things I’m going to do, from the books 
I’m going to read, to the activities I’m going to partake, to the places I’m going to visit…and 
I rarely get through half of my list (and sometimes I don’t get to my list at all!)   

But I’m tired of finishing the summer feeling disappointed with myself and thinking, “Gosh, 
you hardly did ANYTHING!”  I know in my heart that that isn’t true.  While I may have not 
read more than two books on my twelve book summer TBR pile, or traveled to various cities 
and towns to partake in their different summer festivals and markets, that doesn’t mean 
my summer has been a waste.  That doesn’t mean OUR summer has been a waste. 

The joy of summer isn’t about the places we go or the activities we do; it’s about the 

fellowship we partake with friends, family, and even the strangers we encounter.  It’s about 

reflecting the love of Jesus with all the people we come across.  During the summer months 

we’re outside more often than usual, so we have more opportunities to share and reflect 

Christ’s love with our neighbors whoever they may be.  I always smile whenever I sneeze 

and a random voice murmurs “bless you!”  We don’t know each other, but I feel the love and  
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First UMC Mission Opportunities- Our church has a long history of commitment 
to missions.  Many of those opportunities have taken place far away from 
Belvidere, but this fall you have a chance to serve people in our own community by 
helping with these two missions. 

 

 September 22 

 

Habitat for Humanity is building a home at 315 Gilman Street in Belvidere.  Our 
team signed up to be a work crew on Saturday, September 22, and we hope to 
have many hands to help at the site. We also need a second crew that day to 
make lunch for the work crew including HFH staff, our volunteers and unexpected 
volunteers.  

At the time of writing this it is too early to know exactly what projects will be in 
progress at that time, but please mark your calendars!  We plan to be there from 
8:00am until 5:00pm, but any block of time you can commit that day will be greatly 
appreciated! All levels of experience are needed. If you are interested, contact 
Angie Bahling, Brenda Deardorff,  Deacon Danice or sign up on the clipboard.  

fellowship of Jesus Christ in that simple exchange.  And when I’m out and about, I try to 
meet the eyes of the people I pass, offer a smile and a word of greeting, and do the same 
if they speak first.  There are more opportunities than you might imagine when it comes to 
being in fellowship with others—simple, day-to-day things than can plant seeds of Christian 
love. 

So next time you find yourself talking to someone about “what you did over the summer”, or 

(heaven forbid) are asked to write and present it to a group of your peers, instead of 

sulking and thinking that what happened can never measure up to the experiences and 

stories of others, think about the impact YOU had by showing compassion, kindness, and 

the love of Jesus through your day to day routine.  You might surprise yourself!  And best 

yet, you might inspire others to make one’s summer not about *you* but about Him. 
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Summer SN@C (part 3—August edition) 
Our summer SN@C series will conclude in August!  We’ll be back in full swing with the 
school year in September! 

Sunday, August 19, times TBA 

“One Last Summer Splash”  
Summer is nearly over (boo!) but let’s get together for one last splash at Magic Waters!  
Stay tuned for times and cost!  Meet and pick-up at the park!   

FAMILY ACTIVITY: 
Be a “sidewalk prophet” with the remaining weeks of summer, and take some sidewalk chalk 
and write encouraging messages of Christian love on your driveway.  Be it a simple message 
like “Jesus loves you” to a meaningful scripture passage like “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).  Draw pictures or write “back-to-school” 
blessings, but share the love of Jesus through this simple outdoor activity with your 
friends and neighbors as they pass your home.   

Need some inspiration?  Here are some passages to help! 

Jeremiah 29:11 
Psalm 100:1 
Psalm 107:1 
Matthew 19:14 
Luke 6:31 
Luke 10:27 
John 3:16 
Galatians 5:22-23 
Ephesians 4:32 
Philippians 4:13 

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our Vacation Bible 

School ministry!  From decoration and craft donations, to 

volunteers, decoration and clean-up helpers, to your 

prayers—thank you!  We would not have been possible 

without you. 
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Calling children of all ages!  Join us this summer on 
Sunday mornings during 9am worship at 

“THE PRAYER GROUND”!“THE PRAYER GROUND”!“THE PRAYER GROUND”!“THE PRAYER GROUND”!    

What’s “The Prayer Ground”?   

It’s a special place near the front of the church sanctuary, where children of 
all ages can gather after Children’s Time, for various craft, coloring, and wor-
ship activities.   

Big kids, little kids, tween kids, teen kids, even “adult kids”, are welcome in 
this place (because we’re all God’s children!)   

We ask that families do sit in the first four pews near “The Prayer Ground” in 
case a child wishes to return to their seat, and children under the age of 6 
should have a responsible teen or adult sit in the front row.  If a child does 
participate in “The Prayer Ground”, families should pick them up at the end of 
the service from there. 

Please note that we will still be providing nursery care during the summer 
months; “The Prayer Ground” is simply another place where children can feel 
welcome and included in the worship life of our church. 

The Prayer Ground continues this summer, meeting right after Children’s 

Time, during the 9:00am worship service.  Come and join us! 

 

GriefShare is completed  

Our first offering of GriefShare was a success with nine people attending.  This 13 week journey helped 

participants move from mourning to joy. Thank you to our leaders and attenders for making this happen. 

FUMC would like to offer this program again this fall. In order to offer both daytime and evening classes, 

additional leaders are sought. Please contact Peggy Wolf 815-494-2920,  Helen Schuerr 815-544-4078 or 

Deacon Danice for more information about the program.  
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BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSINGS BONANZA! 
August may still be a summer month, but for many students, it marks the time of preparing 
to head back to school.  From kindergarten to college, we’ll be honoring our students in 
worship in August—please pass this on to the students in your lives and encourage them to 
join us on these special Sundays! 

Sunday, August 12—COLLEGE STUDENT BLESSING 

We’ll be saying a special blessing for all college students—undergrad and graduate, 
freshmen to senior—as they prepare to head back to their university campuses, wherever 
that may be.  We’ll also be providing a special gift to take with them, so invite the college-
bound student in your life to join us on this special Sunday! 

Sunday, August 19—BLESSING OF THE BACKBACKS 

Classes resume in Belvidere on August 21!  So students are invited to bring their backpacks, 
lunchboxes, and any other item they need for the new school season, forward during our 
Children’s Message for a special “back-to-school” blessing.  Students will also receive 
something to put on their backpack as a reminder of both God’s and the church’s love and 
care for them during the new school season.   

We’ll also say a special prayer and blessing for teachers, bus drivers, staff, 
administrators, and volunteers, so please—if you have a connection of any kind to our school 
system, whatever that school may be—JOIN US on this special Sunday! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES on Sunday, September 9—
registration for Sunday school is available, beginning August 5!   

We update our student files every year, from preschool to high school, so PLEASE, register 
your student before the new season starts! 

 

CONFIRMATION information meeting for parents *and* students, immediately 

following worship on Sunday, August 26.  Confirmation is for 8th grade students and those 

high school students who have yet to complete and wish to be confirmed. 



The Courier                          August 2018 
Page 11 

Coming this fall… 

TGIW Kids Club 
Join us on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm for music, drama, and a 
whole bunch of other fun activities, as children learn different lessons and 
stories from the Bible! 

Over a three-week period, children will learn a specific lesson or story 
through a variety of activities.  For example, one Wednesday they’ll learn 
through the medium of creating art projects and science experiments, and 
another Wednesday they’ll learn through the medium of cooking and playing 
games! 

Stay tuned for information regarding start-up dates and registration. 

BUT FIRST, before TGIW Kids Club can begin, we need volunteers!   

Because of the format of TGIW Kids Club, volunteers sign up for a specific 
activity that they lead once every 3 weeks.  Areas we need leaders: 

Arts & Crafts 
Cooking & Snack Making 
Video 
Games 
Science & Puzzles 
Mission Projects 

Again, these activity centers meet only once every 3 weeks.  If you are 
interested or have any questions, please contact Deacon Sharon! 

TGIW Kids Club is designed for Kindergarten – 5th grade students; middle 
school and high school youth may volunteer to serve as activity center 
assistants. 



First United 

Methodist Church 

610 Bonus Ave. 
Belvidere, IL 61008 

find us on the web 

fumcbelvidere.org 

Phone: 815-544-3479 
E-mail:officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 
Office Monday-Thursday 9-5 
Friday 9-noon 
 

Pork Chop Dinner 

The First United Methodist Men will be having their annual Pork Chop Dinner on Sunday 
August 26th from 4:00-7:00 PM. Dinner includes a delicious 10 ounce grilled pork chop 
prepared by 5Bs Catering. Corn on the cob, baked beans, applesauce, dinner roll, and 
choice of desserts and drinks. Carry outs available. Please join us tickets $12.00, available 
at the door.  

 


