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April Newsletter 
 

     Last month I introduced the new catchword of “pivot.” How will we as an organization  
respond to a new reality? To pivot is literally to remain in the same position (good – I kinda like 
this building) and turn to a new direction. When you think about it, Christianity came into exist-
ence pivoting. Perhaps the demands of the day are calling us to be more. . .Christian? 
 
     Imagine Mary, perhaps other women, John, Peter at the Tomb. It is empty. They may see an 
angel or the risen Lord Jesus Christ. You can’t ever look at the world the same way after that. You 
can’t walk through the world the same way after that.  
 
     Rumors spread. The disciples still huddled in a locked Upper Room. A couple of them headed 
back to Emmaus after the travel ban was lifted. They were staying in safe, familiar places, but the 
pivot was happening. 
 
      Fishermen went back to the lake, to the job. Someone tried to mend the curtain that had been 
torn. Temple worship resumed. Council meetings returned to business as usual. For a minute, you 
could not tell if anything had changed. 
 
     Then the Holy Spirit fell on those who had pivoted. There was no denying that something had 
changed. Those who had pivoted began moving out: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of 
the earth. A movement that had become popular and declined over the last 3 years became an  
unstoppable force in the world. Humans who had resigned themselves to small lives became  
historic overcomers. The neutral were amazed and some of the hostile were won over by the  
evidence.  
 
     As we worship on Maundy Thursday (April 1 6:30 with curbside Communion at 7:15), Good 
Friday (April 2 @ 6:30) and Easter (April 4 @ 9:00), please join us in person or on-line to remem-
ber first what Jesus has done. It is finished, complete, sufficient and indescribable. Then spend 
some time thinking: what would it mean to pivot, in your life and our church, to reflect not the  
reality of COVID-19 but the reality of Resurrection? Please share your thoughts with me and with 
someone you know. Then find a way to join our church family as we offer new life to our  
community in this post-hopelessness generation. 
 
 

See you in church. 
 

Pastor Jim 
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Where is there need? There are many areas inside and 
outside the church, that need volunteers.  There are 
many opportunities for you to give of your time and 
resources.  Just a few are listed below. 
 
Stan & Bev Schoonover—We have been told that Bev & 
Stan will be back in Belvidere after Easter.  We are sure that 
they will need help with everything from driving to doctor 
visits, to picking up groceries.  If you would like to help, 
please contact the church office and let us know when & 
what you can assist with.  Right now we are just getting a list 
ready of those who can help.  We do not have specifics yet. 
Altar Flowers—There are still spots available!  Sign  up in the 
gathering area or call the church office.   
VBS 2021—If you are as excited about this children’s 
ministry as Deacon Sharon, give her a call and offer your 
time.  Rumor has it that it will be some time in July.   
Missions—Just look at the list our Mission Team has list on 
page 8.  If God is speaking to you to help with one of these 
missions, please give Angie or Brenda a call.  You can also 
contact the church office. 

Hospitality Team 

Do you have a knack for helping people feel welcome? Would you like to meet and greet the visi-
tors to our church? Then our Hospitality Team may be the place for you. FUMC is attempting to 
form future plans and needs all interested persons to contact the church office at 815-544-3479 for 
more information. 

 

If you have a prayer 
request, please  

contact Gail Majer @ 815-
403-9677 or the Church 

office at 815-544-3479.    

Easter Services 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 1 
6:30PM  
Curbside 

Communion 7:15 
 

Good Friday 
April 2 
6:30PM 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 4 
9:00AM 

 

   
 

Active Military 
 
 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  
Please contact the Sue Meyer,  or Ruth Bower, and let us 
know so we can be encouraging and praying for them. Here 
is what we need: 
Name of active family member and their relation to you 

Branch of military 

Location serving 

Address to send correspondence 
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Empty/dried up markers, dryer 

erase markers, and highlighters 

Please save these items and 

place in the blue bin in the 

gathering area.  Perry School is 

recycling them, and they get 

new ones for those they turn 

in. They can use any brand. 
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Archives Update 

Thank you for the items that have come in for the church archives.  Some of these 

are on display in the archive case by the Memory Garden windows by the 

bookcases.  Why not take a look at them sometime?  One of the suggestions for 

church archives is to have a sample bulletin collection from past years.  If you have 

a saved a special bulletin from over ten years ago and would like to donate it to the 

church, please drop it off in my mailbox.  Thanks to Donna and Greg Keegan we 

have many of the early pictures framed and ready to be hung up in the archive 

room.   

Thank you,  

Karen Neibarger 

                     CARE NOTES 

Care Notes are small booklets offering strength, help 
and healing for a variety of topics that impact everyday 
lives at a very personal level. They for free to those 
who are hurting and in need of them. 

Topics range from Overcoming Everyday Anxiety to dealing with 
Depression, Abuse, Grief, Financial Stress, Addictions, Dementia 
and Suicide. There are booklets for children, teens, and adults. 

Check out the Care Notes rack in the main hall just outside of the 
office. 

April Greeter Schedule 

April 4   Helen Schuerr 

 

April 11  Eleri Barnes 

 

April 18  Peggy Wolf 

 

April 25  Nancy Petersen 

 

April Ushers 

Mark Petersen 

Eleri Barnes 

Leslie Hardy 

Jim Hardy 

ATTENTION  

UP-COMING  

GRADUATES! 
We want to honor YOU in 

May! High school, college, 

grad/career/training school,  

WE WANT TO CELEBRATE 

YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS!  

Contact the church office 

with the name of your grad 

and where they are gradu-

ating from (and if you know, 

the degree they are  

earning).  

We will honor our grads on 

Sunday, May 16 in worship! 

 

FUMC HAS T-SHIRTS!!!! 

Yes, we have T-shirts for you to pur-

chase in the church office or during 

church sponsored events. Wear your 

shirt out in public to promote where 

you praise and play! Yes, you can 

even wear them to church. 

Proudly adorn yourself with one of 

these unique garments while representing FUMC at our  

internal and external fundraising events, charity activities or 

youth outings. 

Sizes Small-XXL ONLY $7.00 each !!!! 
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                             Visitation Team  

 

"God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of 
spiritual gifts. Use them well  to serve one another." I Peter 4:10 

 

Our church has a visitation team who visits members who are 
unable to come to church because of health reasons. They see 

those in hospitals, rehab centers, nursing homes and at home. Although there is a team, 
visitation is a shared responsibility of all church members. Please join us in sharing the 
love of God with one another. 

 

If you have suggestions about how the church can better minister to shut ins or if you  

know additional folks we should be visiting, please share that information with the 

church office at (815) 544-3479. 

 

The Visitation Team, 

Ann, Jeanette, Joanne, Janet, Linda, Mary Lou and Peggy 

Youth Sunday school, meeting on the  

4th Sunday of the month 
It is our hope to resume meeting once a month, in-person on the 4th      
Sunday of the month (which is March 25). This is for middle school & high 
school students.  We will meet in the Moses/Esther rooms, from           
10:15 – 11:30am.   

 
SN@C is now on THURSDAYS!  

 
SN@C has moved to a new night! From now to the end of the school year, we’ll be    

meeting on Thursday evenings, from 6:00-7:30pm. There will be the occasional Sunday 
afternoon/weekend event, so always stay tuned to emails and texts. And now that the 
weather is getting warmer (and that it’s lighter in the evening too!) opportunities for     

outdoor activities will grow as well!   
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

    The teachers have met and decided that for the rest of the 2020/2021 school year, we will 
continue to meet in our current format: in-person on the 2nd Sunday of the month, and via 
ZOOM on our off weeks. 
    Please join us Sunday, April 11 from 10:15 – 11:30am for Sunday school! Easter Sunday 
has taken place and we’re in the midst of the Easter season! CHRIST IS RISEN, ALLELUIA! 
Come and learn about the disciples who carried this message near and far, from Peter to James 
to a man named Saul who changed his name to Paul.  
    When you arrive, check-in by the Perry Hall entrance on the west side of the church. After a 
brief time of music n’ movement, we’ll head to our classes for crafts, bible story, and science 
experiments! At 11:30am we’ll bring students to you at the main entrance (curbside pick-up 
for children!) 
    Make sure to bring your green or yellow folders with you! You’ll be receiving your next 
packet of take-home lessons for the weeks ahead! 
    Then be sure to join us for ZOOM Sunday school during our off weeks! Here’s our ZOOM 
Sunday school schedule: 
· Sunday, April 18—3:00pm *or* Thursday, April 22—4:00pm 
· Sunday, May 2—3:00pm *or* Thursday, May 6—4:00pm 
    Students and families can choose between Sundays or Thursdays; we try to keep the sched-
ule as flexible as possible! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Sharon at the church of-
fice or via email at deacon_sharon@hotmail.com 

THANK YOU for your support of ASP thru 

the purchase of Easter pies and “egging” 

your neighbors. 
The egging continues throughout all of Eastertide, so keep alert if a certain ASP Easter 

bunny leaves some colorful eggs in your yard, between now and Pentecost Sunday (May 

23)! 
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Discipleship Dialogue with Deacon Sharon 
    How is it with your soul? 

    This is a question that John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, encouraged Christians 

to ask one another, as well as the question he would ask to open up small group meetings. 

    So…how is it with your soul? 

    As I write this, the season of Lent is drawing to a close, with the climatic drama of Holy Week just around the cor-

ner. I always found the layout of Holy Week fascinating. It begins with celebration and laughter as people wave palm 

branches and shout “Hosanna!” But as the week progresses, the mood begins to change. Thursday takes on a more 

somber, contemplative note as we gather for a meal and are asked to remember our Lord…who then calls us to join 

him in the garden to pray, sadness evident in his voice. But confusion settles over us as suddenly he is seized, and 

that confusion leads to shock at the revelation of his betrayal. And then, fear grips our emotions, and we flee into the 

night and enter into Friday with hearts heavy with sorrow.  

    And then we wait…wait for Sunday. And the celebration from the previous Sunday pales in comparison to the joy 

of the empty tomb. 

    Every year we go about this routine, this story that begins even before the events of Holy Week, on Ash Wednes-

day when we are reminded of our mortality and attempt to draw closer to our Lord by either giving up a distracting 

pleasure, or taking on a spiritual practice.  

    And after the first Sunday of April, this season of fasting and spiritual renewal will have come to an end. So as we 

prepare for the season of Eastertide, let me ask again…how is it with your soul? 

How are you, now that Lent has ended? Do you feel you’ve accomplished a goal? Has a practice you took on for the 

season really taken shape, and will you continue to do it going forward? Or…did it fizzle out at some point on the 

journey? 

    If the answer is the latter, that’s OK. Speaking for myself, some years I’m successful with my Lenten discipline, and 

other years I am not. But just because Lent is over, doesn’t mean you can’t try again. In fact the hope is that whatev-

er discipline you chose to adopt during those 40 days, you’ll continue in some way, or better yet…expand upon it! 

Tweak your practice, if needs be, or consider trying something new for the time being. But whatever you do, consider 

connecting with another person or group for help and guidance.  

    When we hear the word “discipleship” we automatically think “disciple” (it’s in the name, after all!) And when we 

hear “disciple” we remember that there was more than one. And we remember that Jesus always sent them out in 

pairs—never did one take on the mission entirely by oneself. And that is also true with your spiritual formation. Yes, 

you can pray by yourself, read scripture by yourself, work through a devotional by yourself, etc. But it’s so vital for 

our spiritual well-being and our growth as followers of Jesus Christ, to turn to one another, to support one another, 

to check in with one another and ask that question…“how is it with your soul?” 

    Discipleship is not a solo act. Jesus knew that, and so did Wesley. Churches began as small groups, or “classes” and 
“bands” as Wesley called them. Belvidere-First was once like that! And growth, both in the Body of Christ and in the 
faith of the community, happens when the people connect and care every bit about nurturing the faith and spiritual 
well-being of their neighbor as they do with themselves. 

    We now move forward on the Christian calendar towards Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, a time when the 
movement of Jesus of Nazareth would grow and expand by the work of his followers. Likewise, let us move forward 
and grow together in discipleship. 
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B1 Missions on the Move 

Monthly update from your Missions Team 
  

 
Missions in Progress 
 Mobile Food Pantry Volunteer Opportunity - We are sponsoring a NIFB Food Truck distribu-

tion on Wednesday, April 14 from 4-5:30p.m. at Belvidere South Middle School (919 E 6th 
Street). Use this link to sign-up. Volunteers should park in the parking lot west of the school and 
arrive by 3:30. Wear your B1 t-shirt! https://forms.gle/Mkz1JzzYhDS1EQyLA 

 Seeds of Kindness - April 18th & 25th: Put your B1 t-shirt and walking shoes on to join us April 
18th as we invite our RiverBend neighbors to join us in mission. We will be sharing seed pack-
ets with details of a collection for the Belvidere Baby Bank then returning April 25th to collect 
donations of diapers and wipes. See the Sunday video loop for more details. Sign up here, call 
the church office, or add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. https://
forms.gle/33vLndxdeinHx7i89 

 Supporting our members - Volunteers from several of our church committees, along with 
staff, have been checking in with many of our church members as we have limited contact in 
person. If you know someone in need of support (groceries, prescriptions, rides, etc.) please 
reach out to the church office and they will contact a volunteer to help! 

 ASP Hearts - Please return all ASP Heart donations to the church office by April 11th. 
 Showing of “Resilience” movie at B1 - This was canceled in March, 2020 because of the 

pandemic.  We are planning to reschedule a viewing of this eye-opening documentary about 
the long term effects of childhood trauma and adversity.  

 Partnering with One Body Collaborative - Missions Team has decided for B1 to become a 
Network Partner Church for One Body Collaborative.  We will be supporting their organization 
with a $500 annual donation, as well as a commitment to support their referral process. Later 
this Spring, the One Body logo and link will appear on the Facebook page and church website.  

 Are you looking for a way to personally help someone in need?  One Body Collaborative 
partners with Meet the Need Ministries to help families and individuals in the community. All 
needs have been verified by local churches or agencies that posted the need.  You can view 
the needs by clicking the link here. More opportunities to donate gift cards with Meet the Need. 
www.onebodycollaboratives.org  

 
 

A look ahead 
 Ongoing Diaper Ministry: We are continuing to collect size 4, 5, and 6 diapers and 

wipes.   Donations can be left at the church (inside the main entrance). 

 Monthly Missions Themes: The March/April theme is New Life/Seeds of Kindness.  Oppor-
tunities to support and reach out to our local community coming soon. 

 
 

Next Missions Team meeting: Electronic meetings are scheduled every third Monday at 
6:30pm 

Where do you see opportunities for us to meet needs in our community? 
Questions? 

Join a Missions Team meeting or contact:  

Angie Bahling 815/544-3510 Brenda Deardorff 815/670-6173 

https://forms.gle/Mkz1JzzYhDS1EQyLA
https://forms.gle/Mkz1JzzYhDS1EQyLA
https://forms.gle/CsfEnCbzybYRXPZW6
https://forms.gle/33vLndxdeinHx7i89
https://forms.gle/33vLndxdeinHx7i89
http://meettheneed.org/search/113310#/list?distance=50&near=61111
https://www.onebodycollaboratives.org/index.php/compassionate-impacts/view-community-needs-here
http://www.onebodycollaboratives.org
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Money Matters     ~Sue Meyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10  



11  

 



12  

 

 

 

 

Happy Easter Everyone,  

From the TGIW Volunteers 

Phone: 815-544-3479 

E-mail: officeadmin@fumcbelvidere.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-3 

                        Friday 9-Noon 

After hour emergencies--847-764-6563 

Worship 9:00 AM 

Sunday School 10:15 Sept--May Blended in 

house/Zoom 

First United Methodist 
Church  

610 Bonus Ave 
Belvidere,  IL 61008 

 
 

Pastor Jim Bell 

Thank God It’s Wednesday Meals 

Find us on the web @fumcbelvidere.org 

 

 


