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how to create videos and 

use social media programs 

like Tumblr, to share their 

experiences. The blog features 

diversity in the community, 

gives a teen perspective to 

life, and records a history of 

our neighborhood. 

Kacie Stratton, founder 

and Executive Director of 

GreenHouse, said that the 

program keeps the students 

engaged in the community 

Library Branch Super-

visor, Lana Adlawan, said 

that the project is entirely 

about access and education 

for students living in our 

region. “We’re supporting 

students by offering skills that 

their schools no longer teach 

or helping them maintain 

their skills during the summer 

break,” said Adlawan.

The youth get to work 

with a videographer to learn 

Local teens have been 

working hard the past few 

months to capture our 

region’s history for a blog site 

that will be launched in July. 

The “Preserving Our Present” 

project lets teens have a 

platform to share their stories 

through the use of various 

media. The project is a collab-

oration between the South 

Natomas Public Library and 

The GreenHouse. 

by
NatomasCommunity
Sadia Ashraf

The "Preserving Our 
Present" project features the 
diversity in the community, 
gives a teen perspective to 
life, and records a history 
of our neighborhood. 

SouthNatomasLibrary&GreenHouse

PreservingOurPresent
(above)
Some of the teen project participants 
working with the GreenHouse and 
South Natomas Library are: Front 
row left to right: Veronica Corona, 
Lola Ledesma, Karla Valdez, Brayan 
Noriega. Back row left to right: Crystal 
Hernandez, Monse Lopez, Heather 
Hayes, Perla Valdez
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Greenhouse Project

Virtual Learning

Harsimar Singh

Safety in Water

Vickie in Belize

1954 Del Paso Road  916 . 419-0020                Online at: TheToothStation.com  

Children’s Care in a Gentle, Comfortable Environment

While Supplies Last

Call for an Appointment

The Challenger HO Scale Electric 
Train Set by Bachmann Trains or 
Comparable Set. Train shown is 
for example only and may not  
represent actual offer.

The Tooth Station has a well-trained, 
caring, courteous and professional staff 

to serve you and convenient payment 
options. Most Insurances are accepted.

above image copyright: Bachmann Trains

*Regular fee of covered services  

New patient Exam  $64.00
Child Cleaning  $74.00
Topical Fluoride   $32.00
Two Bitewing  
    Radiographs $52.00
Pulpectomy         
    (baby root canal)  $156.00
Stainless Steel Crown  $240.00
Simple Extraction  $ 161.00
1 Surf Filling  $180.00
2 Surf Filling  $198.00
3 Surf Filling  $ 204.00
Primary Tooth 
    Anterior Filling  $166.00

Trusted & Affordable Dental Care
for New Patients Ages 1-12

Valid for August 2011. New 

patients only, between the age of  

1 to 12 years.

Limited capacity, first come,  

first served.

Dollar amount off is $250 based 

on usual and customary fee* schedule.

Offer covers the following 

services only: 2 bitewing radiographs, 

exam, Topical fluoride administration, 

cleaning, fillings, Stainless steel 

crowns and simple  extractions.

Does not cover services that need 

to be provided with the aid of general 

anesthesia or sedation.

Free Electric HO 
Train Set & $250* 
Off any Offered 
Dental Service
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and teaches them important 

skills that will help them in 

their future. GreenHouse 

is a nonprofit organiza-

tion that serves the youth of 

the Gardenland Northgate 

area by offering tutoring, 

mentoring, summer day 

camps, a youth group for 

teens, leadership develop-

ment, and skill-building 

workshops for under-

resourced youth.

Monse Lopez, student 

working on the library 

program, said “Doing the 

project changes how we see 

our community.” Another 

student, Veronica Corona, 

said that the community is 

like a person, it has a history 

and they’re working to bring 

that history forward. Many 

students expressed a determi-

nation to tackle some of the 

misconceptions about their 

community in the Gardenland 

Northgate area. 

“It’s about what’s inside 

the heart of the community 

that we want you to see,” said 

student Heather Hayes.

Adlawan said that City 

Councilman Steve Cohn 

and community leader Ray 

Trethaway, Director of the 

Sacramento Tree Foundation, 

have agreed to work with the 

teens so they can get a feel for 

community leadership. 

“What’s special about 

this project is that it’s really 

in the spirit of Natomas,” 

said Adlawan. She said that 

they are working with various 

Gardenland Northgate 

community organizations and 

Sacramento State University 

(CSUS) to give the teens as 

many resources as possible 

for their work. 

Dr. Patrick Ettinger, 

History Professor at CSUS, 

said that oral histories 

are a great way to capture 

unwritten experiences that 

people keep inside their 

minds. “It gives people the 

chance to not only talk about 

the facts of their history, but 

express the feelings that went 

along with that history,” said 

Ettinger. 

Students Karla and 

Perla Valdez said that while 

reviewing the 

archives at the 

library, they discov-

ered old maps of 

the community, 

old yearbooks and 

pictures that were 

really interesting. 

All the interviews 

and information 

that the teens 

gather will be 

archived at the 

Sacramento Room 

at the Sacramento 

Public Library for 

future reference. 

Student and 

staff member at The Green-

House, Ivan “Brayan” 

Noriega, said that they get to 

use everything from digital 

cameras to laptops and 

scanners to put together their 

videos and slide shows. Lola 

Ledesma, another student 

involved in the project, said 

that the best part is that they 

get to work together, like a 

family, and listen to inter-

esting stories from residents. 

Each student brings their 

individual strengths to the 

project to accomplish the 

task.  

Depending on interest 

and web traffic, the program 

will continue into the future, 

said Adlawan. She hopes to 

expand the program to the 

other 28 libraries in our city 

and encourages youth to go to 

their local library to take part 

in the preservation of history 

through this project. 

(right)
Planning is key. Lana Adlawan works 
with the project teen leaders in making 
sure that they have all the information 
required to get great results from their 
interviews.

(above) Kacie Stratton,Executive 
Director of The GreenHouse and Lana 
Adlawan, Supervisor,South Natomas 
Branch of the Sacramento Public Library 
were the architects of the Preserving Our 
Present project for our community.

(above)
Robert Ansell, owner of Royce Video 
Productions (and a Natomas resident), 
helped the team get a better understand 
video production and editing for this 
special community project. 


