
 
 

Week of 3/24/19: The Mercy of the King 
 
Introduction: This is Jesus’ last healing miracle. At first glance, it is puzzling that Mark chose to recount 
yet another of Jesus’ healings at this point in time, when Jesus was moving so resolutely toward 
Jerusalem and the cross. Mark probably places it here to contrast with the disciples who just previously 
squabbled among themselves for status and rank. Bartimaeus was a beggar by the road; in Hebrew 
categories, the lowest of the low in terms of his situation in life, in terms of status and rank.  
 
Read Mark 10:46-52 
 
Group Discussion: 
 

1- How is Bartimaeus a much better example for us than James and John from the previous story? 
2- The people around Bartimaeus mocked and criticized him for being so persistent in seeking 

Christ. Have you ever been mocked or criticized for following Christ? If so, explain.  
3- We see here the great compassion of Jesus. He doesn’t ignore those who cry out to Him. But 

have you ever felt like your cries to the Lord were being ignored? If so, explain. 
4- It is often very easy for us to ignore beggars on the side of the road. What is your typical 

reaction when you pass a beggar?  
5- Mark tells us that Bartimaeus threw aside his garment, rose and came to Jesus. What things are 

hindering you from being a better disciple of Christ that you need to throw aside? 
 
Gospel Application: It stands to reason that most blind people, having their sight restored, would want 
to run through the city in order to see all the sights that they have known only by the descriptions of 
others. Not Bartimaeus. As soon as he received his sight, he saw Jesus, and he wanted nothing more 
than to follow Him. That should be the desire of all who are given eyes to see and ears to hear the truth 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Week of 3/31/19: The King’s Temple 
 
Introduction: As one commentator has written, “The earliest Christian groups must have stood out as 
strangely distinctive by the fact that they practiced no sacrificial ritual, named no one as priest, and 
looked to no temple, like that at Jerusalem” (J. Dunn, Epistle to the Romans). This is an important point. 
Every culture and religion at this time in history sensed that there was a need for constant mediation to 
bridge the gap between the divine and humanity. Everyone sensed the need for temples, priests, 
sacrifices, oblations, rituals, etc. Jesus’ cleansing of the temple was a clear sign that things were about to 
change. The real and ultimate Mediator has arrived. 
 
Read Mark 11:15-19; 27-33 
 
Group Discussion: 
 

1- The design of the temple included a large place for Gentiles to congregate because God had 
called Abraham to be a blessing to all nations. But the Jews, who hated the Gentiles, turned this 
portion of the temple into a marketplace. They hoped that when the Messiah came, He would 
cleanse the temple of all Gentiles and be rid of them once and for all. Have you ever felt 
excluded from worship? Have you ever been guilty of excluding others? Explain. 

2- The Jews hoped that the Messiah would cleanse the temple of Gentiles, but Jesus cleansed the 
temple for the Gentiles. What are some practical things you can do to make it easier for people 
in your community to get to God? 

3- The temple was a place that was religiously very busy, just like most churches today. But the 
busyness contained no spirituality. Have you ever been guilty of doing “busywork” for God but 
all the while lacking any real spirituality? 

4- The scribes and Pharisees were overly concerned with human credentials and tradition. Has 
church leadership and/or traditions ever hurt your walk with God? Explain.  

5- The question “By what authority are You doing these things?” is not just a question for first-
century scribes and Pharisees. It is the supreme question for every human being. “Who is Jesus 
to tell me what to do?” If someone followed you around for a week, who would they say had 
ultimate authority in your life, and why? 

 
Gospel Application: Jesus unites two extremes of character. The King who ambles into Jerusalem on a 
donkey, then storms the temple with the audacity to say, “This is my house!” This man who throws open 
the gates of His kingdom to everyone, then warns His most devout followers that their standing is in 
jeopardy without fruitfulness. The same man who was weakened by a touch of His robe is also the One 
who called out to a dead man, “Come forth!” The crucified Lamb is the resurrected King. He is both the 
rest and the storm. You must accept Him on the basis of both. Do not try to keep this Person on the 
outskirts of your life. Give yourself to Him. Center your life on Him. It’s what you were ransomed to do.  



 
 

Week of 4/7/19: The King’s Tree 
 
Introduction: This week we come to an interesting incident between Jesus and a fig tree. When Jesus 
notices the tree in full bloom, He turns aside to satisfy His hunger, expecting mature figs would be 
present on it. But when there are no figs to be found, He responds by cursing the tree. What is going on 
here? Jesus, among other things, was a prophet. One of the most graphic forms of prophetic 
communication in the Old Testament was the object lesson. The prophet would take something from 
nature or everyday life and use it to communicate God’s truth. Here Jesus found a perfect opportunity 
to teach His disciples an object lesson using the fig tree. 
 
Read Mark 11:12-14;20-26 
 
Group Discussion: 
 

1- The cleansing of the temple is sandwiched between two halves of this fig tree incident. When 
Mark uses such a narrative device, he is relating the two stories and calling attention to some 
similarity of theme or message. How does the temple cleansing and the fig tree cursing relate to 
each other? 

2- Have you ever known a church or a church person who was a good example of “leaves without 
fruit?” Have there been times in your life when you’ve been that person? 

3- Notice the severity of judgment by Jesus on the temple and on the fig tree. What is it about 
these incidents that makes Jesus so upset? 

4- The promise of v. 24 (“whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours”) seems like an exhortation to positive thinking! Many have read it to mean: 
“Whatever you ask for you will receive, as long as you do not doubt it will happen.” But this 
interpretation takes the verse out of its immediate context–a lesson on hypocrisy. Jesus’ 
statement then should not be read as an exhortation but as an encouragement. He is saying: 
“Have courage, believer! When you’ve completely blown it, God still hears you.” What practical 
implications does this verse have for your walk with God? 

5- Read verse 25. Reflect practically on Jesus’ act of temple-cleansing. What can we learn here 
about the legitimate and illegitimate uses of anger?  

Gospel Application: In this story we see the ferocity of Jesus and the tenderness of Jesus. A famous 
preacher once said, “These radical traits will be reproduced in you, the Christian, because you are 
connected to the Vine who produces them.” As a Christian, you’re not just becoming a nicer person or a 
more moral person. You’re becoming a more complete person, a person both righteously bold and 
righteously gentle. In Christ, you are becoming the person He ransomed you to be.  


