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What is Advent ? 
 

“Advent”, a word formed from a Latin word meaning “coming” or “arrival”, particularly the arrival of 
something or someone of great signficance. Advent is an opportunity for believers to remember God’s 
promise to send One who would overcome sin and death forever.  God promised a Savior, and He kept 
that promise perfectly. The Advent season is a time for remembering and rejoicing, watching and waiting. 
 

How to use this Guide 
 
This guide contains 25 days of reading for the Advent season, beginning Dec 1 & ending Dec 25.   
 
Advent is an opportunity to pause and reflect on the birth of Jesus.  But especially for families, this time of 
year can be filled to the brim with activities and obligations.  Before the calendar begins to overflow, 
consider what you want this season to be for your family.  Then make a plan so that a time intended to 
remember and celebrate doesn’t get swallowed up by lesser things.   
 
The (separate) Family Guide is designed to work for families of all shapes and sizes and requires minimal 
preparation.  The Family Guide is organized with preschool and elementary-aged children in mind, and 
you will need a Jesus Storybook Bible for the readings.  For those with children older than 10 through 
adult, you will only need a Bible and the guide each day (unless otherwise noted, daily reading excerpts are 
from the Jesus Storybook Bible).  The Advent Cards can be used no matter how old you or your children 
are – they are a great way to enhance your experience and build the anticipation of what’s to come. Each 
day’s readings will only take 5-10 minutes to complete.  Take time along the way to talk about the stories 
and your experience as a family. Tag us on Social Media to share with us your family’s journey through 
Advent - #connectadvent 
 
The Advent study walks through the narrative of Jesus’ birth.  Many of us grew up with the story of 
Advent beginning in a stable.  But, the story begins in the garden with God’s promise of a Savior and ends 
with an eager anticipation of Jesus’ promised return.  In the middle, God shows His unmistakable 
faithfulness in sending the promised Rescuer.  We see His love for the lowly and outcast as He proclaims 
the news of His Son to the shepherds.  We marvel at His heart to see all nations come and worship His Son 
through the Magi’s journey.   
 
Even if you know the Advent narrative well, don’t rush past what God has for you in this season.  For 
many, this may be the first time to consider all that God is saying through the birth of His Son.  For others, 
it will be an opportunity to rediscover the way God intimately works in the details of life for His glory and 
the good of man.  For all of us, may this season be one marked by hope, love, joy, and peace in the coming 
of the Messiah.   
 
The King has come and is coming!  There is much to celebrate! 



 

The Promise in His Coming 
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him… 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—                                                    
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.                                               

ISAIAH 11:1-2, 10 
 

And Isaiah’s word: 
There’s the root of our ancestor Jesse, 

Breaking through the earth and growing tree tall, 
Tall enough for everyone everywhere to see and take hope! 

Oh!  May the God of hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your believing lives, filled 
with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope! 

ROMANS 15:12-13 (paraphrased) 
 
Once, in the truest story that you have ever heard, His-Story, which is really your very own story, there 
was this family – Jesse’s family.  A family that was like yours, like a tree with branches of these relatives 
and those brothers and those sisters – a family that loved each other and hurt each other and forgave each 
other and failed each other.  A family that failed God.  And in failing God, they fell away from closeness 
with God.  They failed and fell and were like a fallen tree.  Their family tree was a fallen tree.  When their 
family tree crashed to the ground, it crushed all of their hearts.  The stump – and all of their days – felt 
utterly hopeless.  Like their hearts had been cut right out of them.   
 
But it happened: the wondrous impossible.  It came right out of that chopped-down stump – the miracle 
no one ever dreamed of.  Except for God.  God never stopped dreaming of the miracle, the one He’d 
dreamed right from the very beginning, because love never stops dreaming of a way to draw close again.  
Out of the stump came one tender branch that would grow right into a crown of thorns, right into a 
rugged cross, right into a ladder – your ladder back to God.  Out of the stump of Jesse’s family tree – out 
of the stump of every family tree – comes the shoot of Jesus’ forever-love.   
 
And, Jesus would go to impossible lengths to rescue you.   
 
UNWRAPPING THE GREATEST GIFT 

 
 
 
 



 

Countdown to Christmas 
How to use the Advent Cards 

 
1. CUT THE CARDS 

The printables have square cutting lines around the images to guide you.  If you would like, you 

can also laminate the cards for durability. 

 

2. DISPLAY YOUR CARDS 
There are many options for how to display your Advent cards each day as you count down to 

Christmas!   

 

Here are some simple ideas: 

 

1. Turn your cards into ornaments!  Punch a hole at the top of each card and hang them on a 

tree. 

2. Create a clothesline display of the cards.  Grab some ribbon or baker’s twine and clothespins 

to hang the Advent pieces across a mirror, picture frame, or mantle. 

3. Place the cards in a pocket chart or other clear type display.   

4. Hang them from a Christmas-card holder.   

5. Put each card in a separate envelope and label them “1, 2, 3, ….”.  Each day, open the 

corresponding envelope with the date. 

 

3. SHARE YOUR CREATIONS 
We would love to see how you display your cards, and your family’s journey through Advent.  

Share with us on Instagram and Facebook, and use #connectadvent. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



W
hat do you love most about 

Christmas? 

Most of us say, PRESENTS! And 

probably all the grown-ups will laugh and 

want us to say something more spiritual. 

But actually, do you know what? You’re right. 

That IS the best, most important thing about 

Christmas.

Because, you see, Christmas is all about a 

present—a gift.  The greatest, most magnificent 

gift there has ever been …

Christmas is very hard to wait for, isn’t 

it? Waiting to open all those presents—it’s 

so difficult. Especially when you’re little.  

We count down the days. We can’t wait.

But do you know how long God’s people had 

to wait for Christmas? How long they had 

to wait for the gift God promised them?

Weeks? 

No.

Months? 

Um. Longer.

Years, then? 

Even longer than that.

They had to wait for centuries and centuries! 

Can you imagine how excited they were 

when at last Christmas came?

Introduction: by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

Happy   (Nearly Almost)   Christmas!

© Zondervan



When do you think Christmas begins?

Does it begin in Bethlehem?

Or with the Angel Gabriel visiting Mary?

Or does it begin with a bright star shining 
on a little stable? 

Actually, the story of Christmas begins 
long, long ago—before there were even any 
stars in the sky at all. 

Christmas begins in the heart of God. 

Back in the very beginning, God had a 
magnificent dream inside his heart.

He made his children to share in his Forever 
Happiness and the world to be our perfect 
home. But we lost it all when we decided we 
didn’t need him, when we decided we could 
be happy without him. And everything 
broke—in our hearts and in his world when 
sin and sadness and tears came in. 

But God had a plan—a magnificent dream. 
One day, he would get his children back. 
One day, he himself would come to rescue 
them and heal their broken hearts. One 
day, he promised, Christmas would come!

All through the Bible, all through the long 
years, God has been waiting for exactly the 

right time to send his great gift. He has 
been waiting for Christmas! 

From the moment Adam and Eve left the 
garden he whispered the promise, “It will 
not always be so.” To Abraham, he promised 
one day a child will come to bring laughter 
to the whole world. He promised Joseph, 
David, Isaiah. One day, he will send us a 
Good Shepherd. A Brave Hero. A Young 
Prince. A Mighty King. A Great Rescuer. 

A Child.

And every story whispers His name.

Christmas is when, at last, everything is 
ready. The time has come, at last, for God 
to give us his great gift. 



The days leading up to Christmas are called 

“Advent.” Advent means the “arrival.” It 

means the long waiting is almost over …
As we wait for Christmas, we’ll go on a 

journey together. We’ll read a story every 

day, decorate the tree, and tell the story of 

God’s Secret Rescue plan—from the very 

beginning … and wait, along with God’s 

people …

And on Christmas morning? PRESENTS!

And the greatest, most magnificent gift 

there has ever been—wrapped in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a manger.

Sleeping under the stars that he made.

The baby who would rescue the world is 

born!

Happy Christmas!

—SL-J  

© Zondervan



Get Ready! He’s Here! The Light of the 
Whole World 

The King  
of All Kings

The Jesus Storybook Bible 
Advent Reading Plan

The Story  
and the Song

The Song  
of Creation

The Terrible Lie A New Beginning A Giant Staircase 
to Heaven

Son of Laughter The Present The Girl  
No One Wanted

The Forgiving 
Prince 

God to the 
Rescue!

God Makes a Way Ten Ways to 
be Perfect 

The Warrior 
Leader

The Teeny 
Weenie…  
True King 

The Young Hero 
and the  

Horrible Giant

The Good 
Shepherd 

Little Servant Girl 
and the Proud 

General

Operation ‘No 
More Tears’!

 Daniel and the 
Scary Sleepover 

God’s Messenger

25
The Gift 

of His Coming



DEC 25 | THE GIFT OF HIS COMING 
 

Scripture Reading:  MICAH 5:2-5 
 
Our whole grand, epic story, right from the beginning, has been about Him.  
 
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given”.  God is with us.  Jesus is with us.  He came and gave 
us Himself.  
 
Jesus is our Light in the dark that we could never light with a match or flick on with a switch – Jesus is the 
Light we can only find.  Just like Christmas – Christmas can only be found.  Christmas cannot be bought in 
a store.  Christmas cannot be created in the kitchen.  Christmas cannot be made by hand, lit up, set out, 
dreamed up.  Christmas can only be found – right there in the manger.  Christmas can only be found in the 
feed trough, in the muck, in the stench of a barn, and in the unexpected – and only in the dawning light of 
Christ.  Our God who breathed stars into the dark – He breathed Bethlehem’s Star, then He became a 
Baby with lungs and breathed in stable air.  We are all saved and rescued from the hopeless dark because 
God came with infant fists in a barn in nobody-would-be-expecting little town of Bethlehem and opened 
wide His hands to hold yours.  And it doesn’t matter how dark the dark is – Jesus comes to the darkest 
places so you can see His light the brightest. 
 
We have the greatest Gift of unfailing, unbeatable, unstoppable love that we can keep unwrapping all our 
days.  
 
UNWRAPPING THE GREATEST GIFT 
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