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What is Advent ?
“Advent”, a word formed from a Latin word meaning “coming” or “arrival”, particularly the arrival of
something or someone of great signficance. Advent is an opportunity for believers to remember God’s
promise to send One who would overcome sin and death forever. God promised a Savior, and He kept
that promise perfectly. The Advent season is a time for remembering and rejoicing, watching and waiting.

How to use this Guide
This guide contains 25 days of reading for the Advent season, beginning Dec 1 & ending Dec 25.
Advent is an opportunity to pause and reflect on the birth of Jesus. But especially for families, this time of
year can be filled to the brim with activities and obligations. Before the calendar begins to overflow,
consider what you want this season to be for your family. Then make a plan so that a time intended to
remember and celebrate doesn’t get swallowed up by lesser things.
The (separate) Family Guide is designed to work for families of all shapes and sizes and requires minimal
preparation. The Family Guide is organized with preschool and elementary-aged children in mind, and
you will need a Jesus Storybook Bible for the readings. For those with children older than 10 through
adult, you will only need a Bible and the guide each day (unless otherwise noted, daily reading excerpts are
from the Jesus Storybook Bible). The Advent Cards can be used no matter how old you or your children
are – they are a great way to enhance your experience and build the anticipation of what’s to come. Each
day’s readings will only take 5-10 minutes to complete. Take time along the way to talk about the stories
and your experience as a family. Tag us on Social Media to share with us your family’s journey through
Advent - #connectadvent
The Advent study walks through the narrative of Jesus’ birth. Many of us grew up with the story of
Advent beginning in a stable. But, the story begins in the garden with God’s promise of a Savior and ends
with an eager anticipation of Jesus’ promised return. In the middle, God shows His unmistakable
faithfulness in sending the promised Rescuer. We see His love for the lowly and outcast as He proclaims
the news of His Son to the shepherds. We marvel at His heart to see all nations come and worship His Son
through the Magi’s journey.
Even if you know the Advent narrative well, don’t rush past what God has for you in this season. For
many, this may be the first time to consider all that God is saying through the birth of His Son. For others,
it will be an opportunity to rediscover the way God intimately works in the details of life for His glory and
the good of man. For all of us, may this season be one marked by hope, love, joy, and peace in the coming
of the Messiah.
The King has come and is coming! There is much to celebrate!

The Promise in His Coming
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him…
In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
ISAIAH 11:1-2, 10
And Isaiah’s word:
There’s the root of our ancestor Jesse,
Breaking through the earth and growing tree tall,
Tall enough for everyone everywhere to see and take hope!
Oh! May the God of hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your believing lives, filled
with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope!
ROMANS 15:12-13 (paraphrased)
Once, in the truest story that you have ever heard, His-Story, which is really your very own story, there
was this family – Jesse’s family. A family that was like yours, like a tree with branches of these relatives
and those brothers and those sisters – a family that loved each other and hurt each other and forgave each
other and failed each other. A family that failed God. And in failing God, they fell away from closeness
with God. They failed and fell and were like a fallen tree. Their family tree was a fallen tree. When their
family tree crashed to the ground, it crushed all of their hearts. The stump – and all of their days – felt
utterly hopeless. Like their hearts had been cut right out of them.
But it happened: the wondrous impossible. It came right out of that chopped-down stump – the miracle
no one ever dreamed of. Except for God. God never stopped dreaming of the miracle, the one He’d
dreamed right from the very beginning, because love never stops dreaming of a way to draw close again.
Out of the stump came one tender branch that would grow right into a crown of thorns, right into a
rugged cross, right into a ladder – your ladder back to God. Out of the stump of Jesse’s family tree – out
of the stump of every family tree – comes the shoot of Jesus’ forever-love.
And, Jesus would go to impossible lengths to rescue you.
UNWRAPPING THE GREATEST GIFT

Dec 1 | THE STORY AND THE SONG
Scripture Reading: HEBREWS 1:1-4; 10-12
God wrote, “I love you” – He wrote it in the sky, and on the earth, and under the sea. He wrote His
message everywhere! Because God created everything in His world to reflect Him like a mirror – to show
us what He is like, to help us know Him, to make our hearts sing. And God put it into words and wrote it
in a book called “the Bible”. It takes the whole Bible to tell this Story. And at the center of the Story,
there is a baby. Every story in the Bible whispers His name. He is like the missing piece in a puzzle – the
piece that makes all the other pieces fit together, and suddenly you can see a beautiful picture. And this is
no ordinary baby. This is the Child upon whom everything would depend. This is the Child who would
one day – but wait. Our Story starts where all good stories start. Right at the very beginning…

Dec 2 | THE BEGINNING: A PERFECT HOME
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 1
God looked at everything He had made. “Perfect!” He said. And it was. But all the stars and the
mountains and oceans and galaxies and everything were nothing compared to how much God loved His
children. He would move heaven and earth to be near them. Always. Whatever happened, whatever it
cost Him, He would always love them. And so it was that the wonderful love story began…

Dec 3 | THE TERRIBLE LIE
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 3:1-19
Before they left the garden, God whispered a promise to Adam and Eve: “It will not always be so! I will
come to rescue you! And when I do, I’m going to do battle against the snake. I’ll get rid of the sin and the
dark and the sadness you let in here. I’m coming back for you!” And He would. One day, God himself
would come.

Dec 4 | A NEW BEGINNING
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 6:5-8; 7:12-16; 8:1
It wasn’t long before everything went wrong again but God wasn’t surprised, He knew this would happen.
That’s why, before the beginning of time, He had another plan – a better plan. A plan not to destroy the
world, but to rescue it – a plan to one day send His own Son, the Rescuer. God’s strong anger against
hate and sadness and death would come down once more – but not on His people, or His world. No,
God’s war bow was not pointing down at His people. It was pointing up, into the heart of Heaven.

Dec 5 | A GIANT STAIRCASE TO HEAVEN
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 11:1-9
…After that, people scattered all over the world. You see, God knew, however high they reached,
however hard they tried, people could never get back to Heaven by themselves. People didn’t need a
staircase; they needed a Rescuer. Because the way back to Heaven wasn’t a staircase; it was a Person.
People could never reach up to Heaven, so Heaven would have to come down to them. And, one day, it
would.

Dec 6 | SON OF LAUGHTER
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 17:15-19; 21:1-7
Sure enough, nine months later, just as God had promised, Sarah gave birth to a baby boy. They named
him Isaac, which means “son of laughter”. And Sarah laughed. But this time it was a glorious, happy
laugh. Her dream had come true. God would do as He promised. He would always look after Abraham’s
family, His special people. And one day, God would send another baby, a baby promised to a girl who
didn’t even have a husband. But this baby would bring laughter to the whole world. This baby would be
everyone’s dream come true.

DEC 7 | THE PRESENT
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 22:1-2, 6, 11-14
And as they sat there on the mountaintop, watching the embers of the fire die in the cool night air, the
stars above them sparkling in the velvet sky, God helped Abraham and Isaac understand something. God
wanted His people to live, not die. God wanted to rescue His people, not punish them. But they must
trust him. “One day Someone will be born into your family,” God promised them. “And He will bring
happiness to the whole world.” God was getting ready to give the whole world a wonderful present. It
would be God’s way to tell his people, “I love you”. Many years later, another Son would climb another
hill, carrying wood on his back. Like Isaac, He would trust His Father and do what His Father asked. He
wouldn’t struggle or run away. Who was He? God’s Son, His only Son – the Son He loved. The Lamb of
God.

DEC 8 | THE GIRL NO ONE WANTED
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 29:16-23; 30-31
“No one loves me,” Leah said. “I’m too ugly.” But God didn’t think she was ugly. And when he saw that
Leah was not loved and that no one wanted her, God chose her – to love her specially, to give her a very
important job. One day, God was going to rescue the whole world – through Leah’s family.
Now when Leah knew that God loved her, in her heart, suddenly it didn’t matter anymore whether her
husband loved her the best, or if she was the prettiest. Someone had chosen her, someone did love her –
with a never stopping, never giving up, unbreaking, always and forever love.
And you’ll never guess what job God gave Leah. You see, when God looked at Leah, He saw a princess.
And sure enough, that’s exactly what she became. One of Leah’s children’s children’s children would be a
prince – the Prince of Heaven – God’s Son. This Prince would love God’s people. They wouldn’t need
to be beautiful for Him to love them. He would love them with all of His heart. And they would be
beautiful because He loved them. Like Leah.

DEC 9 | FORGIVING PRINCE
Scripture Reading: GENESIS 37:3-4; 50:15-17, 19-20
Joseph didn’t punish them, he rescued them – he brought God’s special family to live safely with him in
Egypt. One day, God would send another Prince, a young Prince whose heart would break. Like Joseph,
He would leave His home and His Father. His brothers would hate Him and want him dead. He would be
sold for pieces of silver. He would be punished even though He had done nothing wrong. But God would
use everything that happened to this young Prince – even the bad things – to do something good: to
forgive the sins of the whole world.

DEC 10 | GOD TO THE RESCUE
Scripture Reading: EXODUS 3:1-8; 12:29-32
And so, that very night, Moses and God’s people fled out of Egypt and out of slavery. They were free at
last! God’s people would always remember this great rescue and call it “Passover”. But an even Greater
Rescuer was coming. Many years later, God was going to do it again. He was going to come down once
more to rescue His people. But this time God was going to set them free forever and ever.

DEC 11 | GOD MAKES A WAY
Scripture Reading: EXODUS 14:21-23, 26-31
God’s people were safe. They danced and laughed and sang and thanked God – when there had been no
way out, God had made a way. Many years later, once again, God was going to make a way where there
was no way. From the beginning, God’s children had been running from Him and hiding. God knew His
children could never be happy without Him. But they couldn’t get back to Him by themselves – they
were lost, they didn’t know the way back. But God knew the way. And one day He would show them.

DEC 12 | TEN WAYS TO BE PERFECT
Scripture Reading: DEUTERONOMY 5:6-8, 11-12, 16-21
“God promises to always look after you,” Moses said. “Will you love Him and keep these rules?” “We can
do it! Yes! We promise!” But they were wrong. They couldn’t do it. No matter how hard they tried,
they could never keep God’s rules all the time. God knew they couldn’t. And He wanted them to know
it, too. Only one person could keep all the rules. And many years later God would send Him – to stand
in their place and be perfect for them. Because the rules couldn’t save them. Only God could save them.

DEC 13 | THE WARRIOR LEADER
Scripture Reading: JOSHUA 6:15-17, 20-21
So it was that God’s people entered their new home. And they didn’t have to fight to get in – they only
had to walk. Joshua said, “God has brought you safely here. Now will you do what He says?” Everyone
said, “We promise!” “Only God can make your heart happy,” Joshua said. “So don’t pray to pretend
gods.” “No,” they said. “Never!” I’m afraid they didn’t keep their promise. They didn’t do what God
said and many years later, just as God warned them, things would go badly for God’s people. They would
lose their home. Enemies would capture them and take them off as slaves. And God’s people would

scatter into many different lands. But God’s Plan was still working. One day He would give His people
another Leader. And another home. But this home, no one could ever take from them.

DEC 14 | TRUE KING
Scripture Reading: 1 SAMUEL 16:6-13
God spoke quietly to Samuel, “This is the one!” His name was David. “He has a heart like mine,” God
said. “It is full of love. He will help me with my Secret Rescue Plan. And one of his children’s children’s
children will be the King. And that King will rule the world forever.” And, sure enough, when he grew
up, David became king. God chose David to be king because God was getting His people ready for an
even greater King who was coming. Once again, God would say, “Go to Bethlehem. You’ll find the new
King there.” And there, one starry night in Bethlehem, in the town of David, three Wise Men would find
him.

DEC 15 | THE YOUNG HERO & THE HORRIBLE GIANT
Scripture Reading: 1 SAMUEL 17:37-51
When the Philistines saw Goliath was dead, they ran away. And when God’s people saw them running
away, they cheered. God had saved his people. David was a hero! Many years later, God would send his
people another young Hero to fight for them. And to save them. But this Hero would fight the greatest
battle the world has ever known.

DEC 16 | THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Scripture Reading: 2 SAMUEL 7:5-16, 20-22
David was a shepherd, but when God looked at him, he saw a king. Sure enough, when David grew up,
that’s just what he became. And David was a great king. He had a heart like God’s heart – full of love.
Now that didn’t mean he was perfect - no, David made a big mess of his life. But God can take the biggest
mess and make it work in His plan. “I need a new heart, Lord,” David prayed, “because mine is full of sin.
Make me clean inside.” God heard David’s prayer. He forgave David and he made David a promise: “I
will make you great David. And one day, a King will be born into your family, and He will heal the whole
world.”

DEC 17| A SERVANT GIRL AND THE PROUD GENERAL
Scripture Reading: 2 KINGS 5:1-5, 8-16
“God healed you. You can’t pay,” Elisha said. “It’s free.” And so it was that a very sick man was healed –
all because of a little servant girl who forgave him. God knew sin was like leprosy. It stopped his
children’s hearts from working properly and in the end it would kill them. Years later, God was going to
send another Servant, to forgive as she did – to forgive all of God’s children and heal the terrible sickness
in their hearts. Their hearts were broken. But God can mend broken hearts.

DEC 18 | NO MORE TEARS
Scripture Reading: ISAIAH 9:2-6
You’ve been stumbling around, like people in a dark room. But into the darkness, a bright Light will
shine! It will chase away all the shadows, like sunshine. A little baby will be born. A Royal Son. His
mommy will be a young girl who doesn’t have a husband. His name will be Emmanuel, which means
“God has come to live with us”. He is one of King David’s children’s children’s children. The Prince of
Peace. Yes, Someone is going to come and rescue you! But he won’t be who anyone expects.

DEC 19 | DANIEL
Scripture Reading: DANIEL 6:16-23
The king brought Daniel out of the den. “Look!” he said. “Daniel doesn’t even have a scratch!” The king
made a new law: “Daniel’s God is the true God. The God who Rescues! Pray to him instead!” God
would keep on rescuing people. And the time was coming when God would send another brave Hero,
like Daniel, who would love God and do what God said – whatever it cost him, even if it meant he would
die. And together they would pull off the Greatest Rescue the world has ever known.

DEC 20 | GOD’S MESSENGER
Scripture Reading: JONAH 1:1-3, 17; 2:10; 3:1-3
The people of Ninevah listened to Jonah, and they started loving God. They learned to do what God said
and to stop running away from him – just like Jonah. Many years later, God was going to send another
Messenger with the same wonderful message. Like Jonah, he would spend three days in utter darkness.
But this Messenger would be God’s own Son. He would be called “The Word” because he himself would
be God’s Message. God’s Message translated into our own language. Everything God wanted to say to
the whole world – in a Person.

DEC 21 | GET READY!
Scripture Reading: MALACHI 4:1-6
It had taken centuries for God’s people to be ready, but now the time had almost come for the best part of
God’s Plan. God himself was going to come. Not to punish His people – but to rescue them. God was
getting ready to wipe away every tear from every eye. And the true party was just about to begin…

DEC 22 | HE’S HERE!
Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-45; 2:1-7
And there, in the stable, amongst the chickens and the donkeys and the cows, in the quiet of the night,
God gave the world His wonderful gift. The baby that would change the world was born. His baby Son.
Mary and Joseph named him Jesus, “Emmanuel” – which means “God has come to live with us”. Because,
of course, he had.

DEC 23 | THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Scripture Reading: LUKE 2:8-21
They caught their breath. Then quietly, they tiptoed inside and knelt on the dirt floor.
They had heard about this Promised Child and now He was here. Heaven’s Son. The Maker of the Stars.
A baby sleeping in His mother’s arms. This baby would be like that bright star shining in the sky that
night. A Light to light up the whole world. Chasing away darkness. Helping people to see. And the
darker the night got, the brighter the star would shine.

DEC 24 | THE KING OF ALL KINGS
Scripture Reading: MATTHEW 2:1-12
Sure enough, in that little house – there, sitting on His mother’s knee – the found Him. The baby King.
The three men knelt before the little King. They took off their rich royal turbans and gleaming, golden
crowns. They bowed their noble heads to the ground and gave him their sparkling treasures. The journey
that had begun so many centuries before had led three Wise Men here. To a little town. To a little house.
To a little child. To the King God had promised David all those years before. But this child was a new
kind of king. Though he was the Prince of Heaven, he had become poor. Though he was the Mighty God,
he had become a helpless baby. This King hadn’t come to be the boss. He had come to be a servant.

DEC 25 | THE GIFT OF HIS COMING
Scripture Reading: MICAH 5:2-5
Our whole grand, epic story, right from the beginning, has been about Him.
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given”. God is with us. Jesus is with us. He came and gave
us Himself.
Jesus is our Light in the dark that we could never light with a match or flick on with a switch – Jesus is the
Light we can only find. Just like Christmas – Christmas can only be found. Christmas cannot be bought in
a store. Christmas cannot be created in the kitchen. Christmas cannot be made by hand, lit up, set out,
dreamed up. Christmas can only be found – right there in the manger. Christmas can only be found in the
feed trough, in the muck, in the stench of a barn, and in the unexpected – and only in the dawning light of
Christ. Our God who breathed stars into the dark – He breathed Bethlehem’s Star, then He became a
Baby with lungs and breathed in stable air. We are all saved and rescued from the hopeless dark because
God came with infant fists in a barn in nobody-would-be-expecting little town of Bethlehem and opened
wide His hands to hold yours. And it doesn’t matter how dark the dark is – Jesus comes to the darkest
places so you can see His light the brightest.
We have the greatest Gift of unfailing, unbeatable, unstoppable love that we can keep unwrapping all our
days.
UNWRAPPING THE GREATEST GIFT

Share your family’s Advent journey with us on Social Media:
#connectadvent

