
 When I was in seminary in New Orle-

ans I worked at a local department 

store.  I worked with many people who 

had all kinds of  ideas about who Jesus 

was, and what He did.  I remember one 

of  them asking me if  a person followed 

Jesus then would they go crazy?  I as-

sured her my craziness was mine and 

not His and that she would definitely     
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 not go crazy, but for the first time she would have a true understanding of  life.  I 

then shared the truth about Jesus with her.           

   Right here in America multitudes of  people do not know the truth of  Jesus even 

though the gospel message is preached 24/7 for 365 days a year.  Think how much 

worse it is in a pagan country. 

   For just a few moments would you imagine you are one of  the people in the 

picture above? They may live in a country where there are no Christian training 

schools.  Or there may be a few, but not near enough.  Or because of  work they may 

not be able to go as a full-time student even if  it was free.  Many of  them are new be-

lievers themselves and don’t know how to study the Bible well.  So here is my ques-

tion.  If  you were one of  these students where would you go to find how to lead a 

church  in a way that would please Jesus? 

   That has to be a helpless feeling for them.  And this is why we do what we do.  Our 

heart’s passion is to be able to go to places like their countries and train church lead-

ers like them in a biblical approach to the ministry so that their churches can not only 

survive, but thrive.  

   As we approach another year in service to Jesus, we thank and praise Him for lead-

ing us in the past, present and into the future.  We thank Him for all our partners: In-

ternational Mission Board, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, our staff, our 

board, our teachers, our financial supporters, and our prayer warriors. 

   We pray that you have an exceeding abundant year in 2023, and that the Lord will 

be more real in His truth to you than ever.        
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“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us, Selah. That Your way may 

be known on earth, Your saving power among all nations.”  ~Psalm 67:1-2 

We are grateful for our longest ongoing ministry in one East 

Asia country where we were able to complete 7 classes with an 

enrollment of  100 students.  Because of  tight security teaching 

videos are used in most schools.   

KENYA  Our two schools there are located at Ilmamen and 

Matapato.  Together they will graduate 27 students in spring 

2023!  We ask for your prayers for these students as some of  

them are going through a severe drought at this time.   

TAIWAN   We have completed 1 class in both Taitung and Tai-

pei.  Two more schools will open in 2023 in  Kaohsiung and 

Taichung  

JAPAN  In partnership with the IMB leaders in Japan two of  

our courses have been translated and were taught at the first 

school session in November.  The translation of  the remaining 

6 courses is in process and will be used in 2023-24 .   

 

NEW SCHOOLS 

THAILAND   This past year we connected with an IMB part-

ner who oversees theological education in Thailand. He and 

Jim worked with NOBTS/Leavell College on developing a 

Leadership Certificate for pastors in Thailand. When this is 

completed, we expect to launch this program in 2023.  

PHILIPPINES  We are also in the process of  setting up a 

school in Manila.  When these are finished, classes will begin 

sometime in 2023. 

Updates on our Schools:   

In early 2023 we 

will make a short 

VIDEO that can 

be used to intro-

duce Advance In-

ternational to your 

friends or church-

es.  It will explain 

the basics of  who 

we are and what 

we do and how 

people can be in-

volved.  We’ll let 

you know how to 

get these in our 

next newsletter.    


